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CHAR CaiL 

Of the POLITB AftTf. 

TRUE pMlofophy made not fo confideri* 
hie a progrds in France at in England 
and Florence *, and though Ae academy of fp- 
ences was particularly ienriceable to human na- 
ture, ft did not fet the cbarader of France above 
that of other nations $ all the nobleft inventions 
and great truths had their rife elfewhere* 

But in eloquence, poetry, and poKte learnings 
In books of morality and entertainment, the 
French moft be confidered as the legiilators of 
Europe* There was no longer any tafte in 
luly. True eloquence was every where un- 
l^nown ; religion was ridiculoufly delivered 
from the pulpit; and the pleadings at the bar 
were as bad. Virgil and Ovid were quoted by 

Vol. IX a the 



9t Of the Polite Arts. 

the preachers ; St. Jcrom and St. Auguftine by 
the lawyers. No ^man had yet appeared of 
genius fufEcient to polifh the French tongue^ 
to enrich it with harmony, propriety of expref- 
lion and dignity. That it was capable of gran« 
deur and force, was indeed evident from fome 
VFrf^ofMalhcrlie; butthis was all.' Preficknt 
de Thou, chancellor de THopital, and other 
celebrated writers, who had exprefTed themfelves 
to fuch advantage in the Latin language, made 
but a poor figure in their native tongue ; it was 
too much for them to manage. The French 
was as yet only valuable for a certain air of 
fimpllcity, in which folely'conlUled the merits 
of Joinville, Amiot, Marot, Montagne, Regi-« 
ner, and the iatire Menippee ; nor was this 
fimplicity unincumbered by irregularity and 
rufticity. John de Lingendes, bifhop of Ma- 
con, at prefent unknown, becaufe his works 
were never printed^ was the firft orator 
who declaimed with fublimity. His iermons 
and funeral orations, though fomething obfcu- 
red by the ruft of the time in which he lived, 
were models for thofe by whom he was imi- 
tated and furpaiTed. In 1630, he pronounced 
the funeral oration of Charles Emanuel, duke 
of Savoy, flrnamed, in his own country, 
the Great. It abounded with fuch Rnt 
ftrokes of eloquence, that Flcchier long after 
took from thence the exordium, text, and ma- 
ny confiderable paiTages, to adorn his famous 
funeral oration upon the vifcount de Turcnne* 
It was about this time that Balfac gave mea- 
fure and harmony to profe. His letters arc, it 
is true, often bombaflic. He writes to the firft 
carding de RetZj *^ You are come from taking 

5 "the 
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the foeptTC of kings and the livery of rofes.'* 
Speaking of,perfumed waters, in a letter from 
Rome toBois Robert, ** I have efcaped by fwim- 
ming in my chamber through the midft of per* 
fumed." With all thefe faults he charms the ear: 
fuch power has eloquence over the mind of man, 
that Balzac was now admired for having found 
out that fmall portion of this art, fo neceflary, 
yfctfo little knowji, which diredls an harmonious 
choice of words ; and he was even praifed for 
having often mifplaced them. 

Voiture gave fome idea of the light graces 
of that epiuolary ftile, which is by no means 
the beft, bccaufe it confifts only of pleafantry. 
It is owing to a trifling imagination, that in his 
two volumes of letters not one of them is in- 
ftruftive, or feems to come from the heart. 
None of them depift the manners of the times, 
the chara<5lers of men. They are rather aa 
abufe than exercife of genius. 

The language was refined by degrees^ and . 
obtained fomething of a fixed form. We are 
for this obliged to the academy of fciences, and 
particularly to Vaugelas. The firft well writ- 
ten book was his tranflation of Quintus Curtius, 
wliich was publiflied in 1646; and wherein, 
even now, there are but few obfolete phrafes 
and expreffions. Oliver Patru, who follows 
next, contributed much to regulate and refine 
the language ; and though he was not deemed 
a profound lawyer, we owe to him order, per- 
fpicuity, and elegance of harangue, merits ab- 
folutely unknown at the bar. The little col* 
leftion of maxims written by Francis duke of 
Rochefoucaiilt, was one of the works that con- 
tributed to form die tafte of the nation, to com- 
B 2 mu- 
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municate a fpirlt of preciik>n and propriety : 
though in this book there is fcarcely more than 
this one truth : ** Self love is the primum mo- 
bile of all our adions*** Yet this one thought 
appears in fuch various lights, that it is always 
firikiflg. It is rather a colle£Uon of materials 
to adorn a book than a book itfelf. It was 
read with eagernefs ; it accuftomed us to thinks 
akid to comprife our thoughts in a fpiriced, de- 
terminate, delicate turn of phrafe. No other 
writer in Europe could boaft this merit fince 
the revival of letters. But the firft book of ge- 
nius that appeared in profe was the colledlion 
of Provincial. Letters in 1654. Herein may be 
found every fpecies of eloquence: though an 
hundred years are paft fince that publication, 
3iot a fingle word occurs in it favouring of that 
change and alteration to which livino; Ian* 
guages are ib very liable. With this work then 
vre may fix the epocha when our language ob- 
tained a fettled form. The bifhop of Lu^on, 
fon to the celebrated BuiS, told me, that having 
aflced Bofliiett bifhop of Mieaux, what work he 
would have cbofen to be the author of, fetting 
his own performances out of the quefiion, he 
auifwered, the Provincial Letters. 

The fine tafte which runs through the whole 
of this book, and the ftrength of the laft letters, 
were not yet of force fufficient to correct that 
difpirited, diffiife, incurred,' harlh ftile, which 
had been fo {long in ufe with our writers, 
preachers, and lawyers. 

A new light arole in 1668. This was father 
Bourdaloue; he was the firft who maintained 
in the pulpit a noble uniformity of eloquence. 
<^ther Qxzt^n bavc 6nce appeared in the pulpit, 

M 
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is MstSilloni hiihop of Clermont,* in ivhofe , 
fermons are found more graced, 'more delicate 
and mafterly pictures of tbe manners of the 
age ; but none df them can eclipfe Bourdaloue; 
lu his ftile^ more nervous than florid^ without 
appealing to fancy for expreifion^ he feems ra- 
ther to aim at convincing than inflaming ; amt 
he never labours to pleafe; Perhaps it were 
to be wiibed, that in bamfiung from Che pul- 
pit that falfc tafte whereby it had been fo long 
debafed^ be had ^Ifo fupprefled the cuifom oF 
preaching upon one text* In realityv to fpealc 
for a good while upon a quotation of one or 
two lines, to weary one's felf in accommodating 
the whole difcourfe. to that iingle line, feems tp^ 
be a playon words little fuiting the gravity of a; 
diviHe* The text is a kind of device or enigma^ 
jto be explained by the fermon. This cuftom 
tv^ unjcnown to the Greeks and Romans ; it 
arofirtipofttbe^ decline of letters, and hasbeene 
.joade lacfed by time.* 

The foethod' of alwayi dividing into two or 
tiiree points' things that 'm themfelves require 
ao divifion^ as mor^ityj^.or that require to be 
more minutely divided, as contioverfy, is an ar-* 
fiiQary cufboi wluch this great preacher found 
e(iablilb«(^ ^^i^ witb^ whidb. be Qhdk to coa«.' 
ibrm» 

Bof&ier, afterwards biihopof Meaux, had pre* 
ceded him* He, who proved afterwards fo great 
" a man, was at £rft intended for the bar, and 
c<mtra^ed when very young to mademoifelle: 
Defvieux, a lady 6f extraordinary merit. But 
bis talents fojr divinity, aud for that kind of elo^^ 
quence, whereby he is particularly diftinguifhed, 
appeared fo veiy early» that his relations zn^ 
B 3. frienda* 
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friends refolved to bequeath 411171 rather to the 
church. Mademoifelle Defvieux interefted 
herfelf in determiiring him in this point, pre- 
ferring his glory Xq the happinefs of fpending 
ivith him her life. In 1662, he being yet very 
young, he preached before the king and the 
<|ucen-mother ; this was long before fiither 
Sourdaloue was known. His difcourfes, ant« 
mated by a noble and affecting manner, were 
the firft which had been delivered at court with 
any marks of fublimlty j and they were fo well re- 
ceived, that the king caufed a letter to be writ- 
ten in his own name to Bofluet's father, the 
intendant of Soiflbns, congratulating him on 
the merit of his fon. 

Neverthclefs, monfieur Boffuct was no longer 
cfteemed the firft preacher when father Bour* 
daloue appeared. The former had applied him<« 
felf to the compofmg funeral orations j a fpe- 
cies of eloquence that admits of being adorned 
oy imagination, and requires a majeftic gran^ 
deur bordering upon poetry, from which it 
muft borrow ^mewhat, though reftri£ted when 
it aims at the fublime. In 1667, he pronounced 
the funeral oration of the queen-mother, and it 
procured him the bifhopric of Condom : it was 
a performance unworthy of him, and was never 
printed ; nor were his fermons. The funeral 
^logium upon the queen .of England, widow of 
Charles I. which he delivered in 1669, is allowed 
to be a mafter-piece. The fubje^s in theie 
pieces of eloquence arc happy in proportion to 
the misfortunes fuftained by the perfonages 
whom they celebrate. It is in«thefe pieces of 
writing as in tragedy, where we are interefted 
Ibr ihe principal charafiers^ in proportion as 

their 
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their misfortunes encreafe. His funeral ora- 
tion upon the dutchefs of Orleans, who was , 
fnatched away in th? flower of her youth, and 
may be faid to have expired in his arms, had 
the great and uncommon tffc& of melting the 
whole court into tears : he was obliged to ftop 
at thefe words : ** Oh I difaftrous night ! 
night teeming with horror and confulion, in 
which the aftonifhing news of madame is dying ; 
fhe is already dead, burft upon us like a clap of 
thunder." His auditors were filled with grief; 
and the voice of the orator was for fome time 
loft in their tears and their fighs.. 

The French only fucceeded in this kind of 
eloquence. A new one was foon after invented 
by the fame man, which in any other hand 
could fcarcely have fucceeded. He applied the 
charms of oratory to hiftory itfelf ; the fimpli- 
city of which feems to exclude fuch affiftance. 
His difcourfe upon univerfal hiftory, written for 
the ufe of the dauphin, is without model or 
imitation. If he has been oppofed by the learned 
in the fyftem which he adopts for reconciling 
the J6wifh chronology to that of other nations, 
neverthelefs his ftile has been-Nuniverfally ad- 
mired. The world was aftoniflied at that ma- 
jeftic force with which hedefcribes manners and 
government, the rife and fall of vaft empires, and 
thofe rapid ffrokes of energetic truth with which 
lie paints the mariners, and judges the nations. 

Almoft all the works which refleft fo much 
honour upon this age were of a fpecies unknown 
to antiquity. Among them is Telemachus. 
This extraordinary book, in which at once unite 
the powers of romance and poetry, the ftile of 
which is a meafured profe bordering upon ver- 
B 4 fi(icatia.i» 
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fificfttiony was compo&d by Fendon, tbe dtf" 
riple and friend of Bofluet $ though afterwards, 
much agatnft his will, be became his rival ahd 
bis enemy. One would think Fenelon had » 
jnind to treat romance as the biihop of Meaux 
bad done hiftory^ by enduing il with dignity 
juid charms before unknown ; but more efpe-' 
cially by drawing from thefe fictions a moral 
that might be ufeful to mankind ; a moral till 
then entirely neg1e£led in every fabulous la- 
vention* It has been generally believed he com- 
pofed this work to ferve as themes of inftruflion 
to the duke of Burgundy, and the two other 
children of France, ne being their preceptor, a» 
Boifuethad formed his univerfal hiftory to help 
the education of the dauphin : but I was ai» 
fvired of the contrary by the marquis de Feike* 
Ion, the nephew of this great man^ who ia«* 
bericed all his virtues, and was killed at tho 
battle of Rocou. Nor does it indeed ifeem pro* 
bable that the firft leflbns furniftied by a priel^ 
to the children of France ibould be the loves 
Qf Calypfo and Eucharis* 

It was after he received orders to retire to his 
diocefe of Cambray thaf he compoCcd this per- 
formance. Well read in the ancients, ahd olctt 
with a ftrong and glowing imagination, he 
formed ailile peculiar to himfclf, and he wrote 
it with indnicc eafe. I have feen the original 
manufcript ; there are not ten blots in the 
whole. It is pretended that the firft imprcf* 
Hon was from a copy ftolcn by one of his de* 
medics. If this be the cafe, the archbifhop 
owes all the reputation which he has acquired to 
this breach of trufl i but to the fame caufe he 
is indebud for being ever aftei out of favour at 

cotrt* 
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€Oiirt. Some peof^ have imagined thejr oou 
traoe in Telemachus an indir^ critique upc 
the government of Lewb XIV. SefcHlrisy tc 
haughty in hia triumphs ^ Idomeneus, wh 
conSrmed the reign of luxury in Salentum, an 
*neglefibed oeconomy, were thought ftrikin 
|KHtrattts of that oionardi : yet^ after all, it w: 
mipoffible for him to have had a fuperfluii 
without an extraordinary cultivation of th 
moft cflential and neceflarv art»^ His minift< 
Lottvoi^ wa»^ found bv tne maliecontents i 
the character of Protefilaus^ who is reprefentc 
as vain, intractable, haughty, and an enemy i 
thofe great generals who chofe to ferve tli 
ftate and not die minifter. 

The allies, who in the war of 1688 unit ! 
againft Lewis XIV, and who in 1701 (hook I 
throne, traced his chara&er with infinite pli 1 
.fure in that Idomeneus, whofe haugbtinefs i 1 
rendered him odious to all his neighbours. Th 1 
alluiions made the deeper impreffion, becaufc ; 
she harmony of the itile, which fo gently infii 
ates moderation and concord. Even the Frcj 
themfelves, as well as ftrangers, tired out wit 
many wars, found a malicious confolation in t 
ing a (atire of this kind thro' a book meant tc 
cuTcate the principles of vlrtue« The editior 
it were innumerable : I have feen fourteen in I 
lifli. It is true, that after the death of this mon: 
fo feared, fo envied, fo refpeded'by all, fo I 
1^ fome, the malignity of mankind ceafc 
•point out thole pretended allufions which 
fured his conduct ; and judges of the corr 
tafte have treated. Telemachus with fev 
They blamed it as tedious and circumfta 
they alledged that there was too little cc 
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tion in the adventures ; that his defcriptions of 9^ 
xrountry-life occur too. often, and are too much 
' of a pi^ce ; yet the book has been always efteemcd 
a fine monument of a flourifhing age. 

Among thefemay be always counted the Chav 
rafters of la Bruiere. We have no copies of 
fuch a vork among the ancients, no more than 
of Telemachus. A ftrle rapid, concife, and 
nervous; expreffions animated and pt£lurefque; 
an entire new ufc of language, without infring- 
ing any eftabliftied rules, now firft ftruck the 
eye of the -public, and the allufions, whidi 
every where occur in the courfe of the work» 
confirmed its fuccefs. When la Bruiere (hewed his 
woik in manufcript to Malefieux, **Itwillpro* 
cure you (fatd he) many readers and many ene- 
mies." The reputation of this book was lower- 
ed in the public opinion, when the whole ge- 
neration againft which* it was levelled was no, 
more ^ yet, as there are in it many paflages ap^ 
flicable to all times and all places, there is 
room to believe it will never be entirely for- 
gotten. Telemachus has had fome imitators; 
Ja Bruiere's charafters many more. It is much 
cafier to (ketch fliort pictures of ftrikinj things^ 
than to produce a long work of imagination, 
which will at once both pleafe and kiftruA. 

The happy art of affociating the graces with 
philofophy was a new thing, of which the Plu- 
rality of Worlds was the firft fpechnen 5 it was 
indeed a dangerous one, becaufe the native drefs 
of phiiofophy (hould be compofed of order, per- 
Ipicuity,^ and truth above all. There is nothing 
to hinder this ingenious work from being ranked 
among our claifics by pofterity, but that it was 
partly founded upon Cartefius' chimerical doe- 
siine of the voriices*. To thefe literary novel* 
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ties majr be adklcd Bale's new kind of realbn^ 
ing dictionary. It is tbe firft work of this ibrt» 
whence a man may be taught to think. Wc 
■Hift indeed abandon to die fate of indifierent 
books luch articles as contain only trifling fad% 
vwortby of tte cfaarader of Bayle, beneath 
the attention of a grave reader, or the regard df 
pofierity. It is neceflary to obferve, that in 
nnking Ba3^e among the anthors who reflet 
iiOBOur upon the age of Lewis XIV* tfaougb he 
was faomiihcd into Holland, I only conform to 
the decree of the parliament of Thouloufe,. 
wbkh in declaring his will valid in France, not* 
withftanding the rigonr of the laws, exprefsly 
<6iys, ^^ Such a man cannot be looked upon as a 
fcreigncr.** 

- We fliall not defcant here upon the multitude- * 
mS good books produced in this age ; we flialt: 
only dwell upon fuchnew and fingular produc- 
tions of genius as charaderite and diAinguiih it 
iirom all others. The eloquence, for example>. 
of BoflSiet and Bourdaloue are not, nay. can- 
not, be deemed fimdar to that of Cicero. The^ 
Hierit, as well as the fpecies, was entirely new. 
If any produ^oiv of this aera comes near the 
Roman orator, the three pleadings of Peliflbn^ 
composed for Fouquet rauft take the plaee.- 
They, like many of TulK^'s oration^,, are a. 
mixture of judicial and ftate matters, folidly 
handled with the iineft yet fcarcely difeemible- 
art, and the moft affeding dianns of oratory. 
We have had biftorians, but none eqaal (ouLi vy*- 
Tbe confpnracy of Venice may rank- with Sa— 
hift : that he W9S the abbe de St. Real's model 
is evident, perhaps he has furpaCed him. Alt 
the other writings of which we have been ipcak--- 
iog ^em to have been of a new cieatioii.vAs»di 
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it is tbii that fo peculurly dlftiimuibf a and cbft^ 
jraAerizes the age of Lewia Xw • ior the fiifi* 
teenth and -feventeenth ages both have produced 
learned men and commentatorsi but true genius, 
had not yet unfolded icfelf. 

Who would believe that thefe excellent profit' 
works of which we have taken notice had pro^ 
bably never exifted» had they not been preceded 
by poetry : ^et fuch baa l>een the Ate of hi^ 
man nature in all nadont » that verfe has everjr 
where appeared as the firft ofiapring of geniua^ 
and the parent of doquence^ 

It is the fame with men in general as in murw 
ticular. Plato and Cicero began with verftfvmff^ 
When every body had by heart tome of MaK 
herbe*8 ftanzas, we had not one fublime or nobb 
paflage in profe to quote; and it is very likely 
the genius of profe writera had never beea 
knowA> without the aid of Peter Coroeille. 

Thii great man is the more to be admired^ 
bdcaufe when he began to write tragediea, he 
had none but the very worft models before binn 
and inafmuch as thefe bad models were highly 
efteemed, he may be faid to have been (hut out 
of the road of fucceA i and| the more to aug* 
snent his difcourasement^ they had a faft friend 
in Cardinal Richdieu, the pcoteAor of men of 
letters^ but not of tafte. He rewarded well the 
sioft miArable fcriblers» who are commonly fy-> 
cophants i and his natural* haughtinefs of foul,, 
which on other occaiions might have been nobly 
exertedi induced him to endeavour bumbling 
men of real genius, which he viewed not with-^ 
out repfnine, as they feldom. can ftoop to de- 
pendence. It feldom happens that a man of 
power is a fincere palron of the arts, when ho- 
Rimfelf is anaxtifl* 3 
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GoffinHle had to ftrusgle with the tittieo» hr» 
fivaiS) and the cardinaJ» I {hall not rehearlh 
have all that has been find about the Cid) letk 
Ihfice that the academy^ in their iudicioot i^ 
eifibns between Corneil te and Scaoaiy^ had too* 
amoh comphUance for his eminence^ and there- 
fare condemned the love of Chtmene. To loM* 
At nmnleref of her £ither» •Adyet perfift h» 
avenging^ was admh^bly fine- To hare een«^ 
^nerod her paffion had oeen a capital defeA in 
tragedjr* the principal bufiners of which is to^ 
pourtray the ftruggles of the human heariv. Buty 
except to CorneiTfe, the dramatic art was now 
entirely unknown.. Nor was the Cid the onljr 
one or hb works which the cardinal (hove to^ 
injure ; the abbe Polisnac tells us that Polieudes 
sJfo incurred his difpWure. The Cid after idl< 
was a noble imitation^, and in many places a* 
tranflation» of Guillain de Caftro.. 1 knew an-* 
eld doaaeftic of die Cond^ family,, who faid^ 
that at the firft exhibition of Cinna, the great 
Cond£ bekif then only twenty yeara old, (htdi 
tears at thew lines pronounced by Auguftus :. 

Jffitis fM/bn de nm, eonam di tunivirs % 
Jtlifms^iiViuxPitri. OJiecUsI imimiref 
Ctnftrvm ajamms MaM$uo$lU vi£f$iri^ 
Ji trUfi^ aujwuUmi diiphu^ jufte c9urr9UM^ 
J>0 qui kfittvenir puiffi ^Ikrjufyu' a v^us. 
Soy$ns amiSf Cinna i ^eji moi qui tUn cmwu 

.I\n now the world^s great mafter and my own*-^ 
I am-^ I will be*-« memory and time 
ShaH this laft> greaceft vitlory record. 
I triumph over wrath too juftly roua'd, . 
And lateft age the conqueft ihall applaud-— 
Cinna, let us be friends— 'tis I who alk it* 
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Thcfe were* the tears of an hero. The great 
Cgrneille forcing tears of admiration from-tfte 
eyes of the great Conile is a- inoft celebrated 
-epocha in the hiftory of the human mind. Thb 
many pieces unworthy of himfelf which be af- 
terwards publiflied will never hinder the na- 
tion from regarding him as a great man» no 
more than the blemi(bes of Homer have pre- 
vented his being thought the fuUimeft of poets. 
It is the privilege or true genius, more efp^ 
eially when it ftrikes' out into a new path, to 
launch with iiYipum'ty into confidcrable errors*. 

Corncille formed himfelf; but Lewis XIV. 
Colbert, Sophocles, and Euripides, all contri- 
buted to form Racine. An ode which he com*- 
pofed* at the age of eighteen on the king's mar- 
riage, and for which he obtained an unexpected 
prefent, determined him in purfoit of poetry. 
His reputation cncreafcd every day, that of Coi^. 
neille diminifhed, but not much. The reaibn 
is plain, Racine in all his performances fubfe- 
quent to Alexander, is always corred, elegant, 
and natural ; he fpeaics to the heart. The other 
too often infringes upon thefe duties. Racine 
underftood the paffions much better than either 
■the Greeks or Corneille ; and he carried the 
fmooth flaw of veriificatioa, as w«ll as the 
traces of expreflion, to the higheft pitch pof* 
fible. By thefe great men the nation was taught 
to think, feel, and exprefss and their auditors,, 
by them only inftru^led, became at length fe- 
vere judges of what their fktt mafters produced. 
In the time of Cardinal RicheUeu there wete 
but few people in France capable of feetag tiito 
the faults pf the Cid; and in i7oa,.wiien A^ 
thaliabj that mafter-picce of dnmauc writings 

wae 
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performed before thedutchefsof Burgundjr^ 
the courtiers thought themfelves fufScient critics 
to condemn it. Time has avenged this infult 
for the author } but that great man died with- 
out fbaring in any part of the Atccefs of this ad* 
mirable compofition. 

There was ever a numerous party, which made 
a point of doing injuftice to Racine. Madam ' 
de Sevigne, the iirft epiftplary writer of her 
time, and who had particularly the art of ex- 
preffiog' the mereft trifles with grace, always- 
faid that Racine's fame would never be great*. 
Shejudged of him as (he did of coffee, with re- 
gard to the vtrtues of which (he faid the publfc 
would foon be undeceived. Time is fc<iuiflte to 
ripen reputations. 

It was the particular fate of thefe days, that 

Moliere ihould be cotemporarv with CorneilTe 

and Racine. It is falfe that Moliere at bis firft 

appearance found the ftaee utterly void of good 

comedies. Corneille had produced his Liar, z 

piece taken from the Sp^iiAi, and fraught with 

fpirit, chara£ter, and intrigue, and Quinault's 

Coquet-mother, a piece not only abounding 

with charafier and intrigue, but even the very 

model of intrigue had been exhibited, when 

only two of Moliere's moft capital pieces were 

prefented. It made its appearance in 1664^ 

and is the ftrft comedy in which appears the 

chara&er of 'a fpecies of men called marquifles. 

Moft of LcM^sXl V^s higheft courtiers ende avour- 

edto imitate the grandeur, fplendour, and dignity 

of their fovereign. Thofe of an inferior clafs* 

copied the exalted air' of the nobility $ and there 

were not wanting many, whocarxied the»r con- 

oeit and predominant defue of being held in 

a muGb 
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» niiidi higgler U^^ dun dieir [ 

tl» inoft luliciikias lio^t of aficAataoa. 

Thb hnnoiir prevailed Umg. It wat cftofr 
attached by Mblwic, and k «aft to hiaa prince 
pallj the public owed their betng ffeed §kmt 
dim confe^urntial men of no confeqiieoee | a» 
weD as fn» the afeQatioa>of pnidcs; the pe- 
dantry of female kamb^ ^ and the jaigon of 
lawyers and pbyfidana^ Moliere wa^r i^ oBe- 
may be permitted to ufe the csqNreffiont the- 
law-girer of politeneft to the world. I only 
here Ipeak of the ferviccs he did the age; every- 
body knows fufEciendy his other merits. This* 
was an era worthy the attention of futnrityt. 
iriien die heroes of ComeiMe and Racine, the 
cfaaraders of Moliere, the mofical compofi* 
doosof Lidly,.fo very new to the nadon (for we 
only (peak hereof the arts) and the eloquence of 
Boffiiet and Bourdaloue,. were exhibited before 
a Lewis XIV . a dutcbds of Orleans, remarkable' 
for the moft finiihcd tafte, a Cond^> a Turenoe,. 
a Colbeit, and that crood of illuftrious men» 
of every fort, that now appeared. Thofe times* 
will never return, wherein a duke de la Roche- 
foucault, author of the Maxims, fliall <|uit the 
conver(ati<m of a Pafcal and an Amauld, tt>' 
difcourfe at the theatre with Corneille. It wa» 
.1^ his fine epifllesy fo idtrudive to poAerity,. 
aiid above all by bis Aft of Poetry, whence even, 
Corneille mi^t have deduced improvemenr, 
andnQt by his Satires, that Boileau raifcd himfelf 
to a rank with fo many great men ; for what 
have future generations to do with the Confu- 
iion of Paris» or the iiame» of Cofiaignes^ and 
Cotini 
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La FoBtaioes Ids chafte in his ftile, Ida 
momSt in liis language, but jnimitabie In that 
l^ffighdineisy and dtofe graces peculiar to bim felf, 
wfaidi laifed him by the lunpleft narrations, 
nearly to an equality widb thofe fublime ge« 
fliiifes. 

Quinanlt, whoexcclled in a new mode of writ* 
ing» the more difficult for its being apparently 
tic more caiy> richly deferves a place amongft 
diefe his iiluftrtoQs cotemporaries. The in«- 
joflice wherewith Boileau decried htm is wtll 
imovm* Boileaa had never learned to facrifice 
to the graces ; and it was in valo, that he all 
bis life fought to humble a man who was their 
moft mtimate acquaintance. The greateft praife 
that can be given to a poet i^ to reiAemb^r 
and repeat his verfes. Whole fceoes of Qui- 
nault are in every body's mouthj an advaniagp 
at which the Italian opera coulv never arrive. 
French mufic has remained in a ftate of (im* 
pGchy, which is no longei the tafte of any na« 
tion; btft thc^ fimple and refined ftrokes of 
natove vrfiiA {6 frequently charm in Quinault^ 
Hill pleafe, in every p^rt of Europe, thofe who < 
are mafters^of the French tongue and a poliflied 
tafle. Had we found fuch poems as an Armida> 
€sr an Atys, among the remains of antiquity^ 
widi what idolatry had they been read f but 
Qoinauk was a QK)dern* 

All thefe great men were known and pro* 
tefied by Lewis XIV. La Fontaine was not 
of die number. His extreme fimplicity, which 
amoimted even to forgetfulnefs, kept hini 
at a diftance from court> where he never> 
indeed, once thought'of appearing. The duke 
of Burgundy found him out i and^ in his old 

days^ 
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daysy he received many favours from that princt* 
He was, notwithftanaing his genius, as fimplc 
in his manners as the heroes of his fables. 
Pugets one of the fathers of the oratory, thinks 
he has great merit in treating this innocent^ 
this artlefs man, as if he fpoke of a Brinvillier» 
or a Voifin* His tales are only from Pogeius^ 
Ariofto, and the queen of Navarre. If loofe 
ideas are dangerous, be it remembered that 
they are not mfpired barely by pleafant ialliea 
of wit, or a lively imagination. One may ap- 
ply to la Fontaine, his admirable fable of the 
beafls ilck of the plague, where the Kons^ the 
wolves, and the bears, are pardoned everjr 
thing, and an innocent animal is devourfo 
for having eaten a little grafs. 

In the ichool of thefe geniufes,, deftincd to 
be the delight and inflru£tion of pofterity, wese 
formed many men of wit, who have produced 
a multitude of elegant little pieces, which 
ferve to amufe people of tafte, juft as we have 
feveral good pamters who are yet unequal to 
Pouflin, Le Sueur^ Le Brun^ Le Moine» and 
Vanloo. 

But towards the end of Lrewis XIV's reign» 
two men rofe fuperior to the run of indilFerent 
geniufcs, and acquired a great degree of reputa** 
tion : the one was La Motte-Houdart, rather of 
a more folid and extenfive than a fublime capa* 
city* In profe be was delicate and methodical ; 
but in his poetry he often wanted that fire and 
elegance, even that correfinefs, the negleA 
of which is only to be difpenfed with in favour 
of the fublime. He has however given us fomc 
beautiful ftanzas, for they cannot be properly 
called odes. Hir talents were not long-lived, yet 

the 
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bcantifiil pieces be has left us of 
kind are fniEdetit Co fet biin 
; of the loweft dafs. In him. is 
proved that in the ait of writing ib.-ne may rank 
m Seamdu The other was RouflEau, who with 
Ids genfais» left «t, and faolitj than La Motte» 

' jct greater taJeots for ^eriificatioo. His 
were fubleqnent to La Motte; but they 
bcautifu), dercifified, and fuller of 
In his pfidms, he comes up to that 
lapOBfe and hannooT lb remarkable in the can* 
tides of Rarine. His epigrams are better li* 
ai ihcd thanthofeof ^faroc He had Ie(s fuc* 
ce6 in opera, which requires fenfibility ; nor 
did he ibooecd in cooedy, in which a fptrit of 
pitty is neceflary. In thcfe two charadess 
fiefaOeds therefore in tfacfe kinds of writing 
he Si not foccced, becaufe they were fereiga 
ao his genras* 

Hd the a ntiqua ted flOe of Marot, whidi he 
vfcd in his foiotis works been imitated, he 
vonU have cormpted the French tongue; but 
happOy that mixture of the purity of oor 
lao^iage, with the obfiJete dialed fpoken 
above two hundred yean before, did not lonz 
keep its footing* Some of his epifilcs are imi- 
iMioos of Boikan ; but ndther fe eafr in the 
yfl|y^frw3 nor fo dear in the conception ; nor 
are his truths obvious : truth only is amiable* 

He loft himfelf in foreign countries : whether 
his genius was impaired by his misfortunes, or 
whether his prindpal merit confiftcd in a choice 
of words and happy turns of expeffion, perfec* 
tions mofe neceflary and uncommon than is 
Mierally imagined, he had not abroad the 
wne advantages be might have found at home. 
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Exiled from hia native l.and» be might raiik'ff 
among his misforttines that he was no longer 
under the eye of fevere critlcifm. 

His long misfortunes had their fouadation in 
an ungovernable felf-love, too much inteFmixed 
with jcalou fy and animofity* His example 
fliould be a ftrikbs kflbn to all men of talents ^ 
but we only confider him here as a writer wha 
has done no fmal> honour to letters. 

We have had few great gcniufes fincc th<r 
ilouriihii^ days of tbete illulhious artifts) and 
nature, feemed as it were to repoie herfclf 
ibme time before the death of Lewis the Greats 

The road was diiBcult at the beginning of 
this age, becaufe thitrodden ; it js now open ta 
tvcry one^ and become a common iiighhirayr 
The great men of th« preceding censttry have? 
taught us to think and fpeak j they have ior 
formed us of things which were before un^ 
known* But Ikde is left to be fiud br theor 
fuccejibrs* In fine, the multitude of nnifhefl 
pieces have given ii» a kind of iatiet; fee Ike- 
lary productions* 

The age of Lewis XIV. hzi m every tkin^ 
therefore the fate of Leo X» of Auguftus, an3 
of Alexander. The foils which produced in 
thefe illuffrious times to many fruits of genius, 
had been fong before preparing to rear them. Is 
vain have we fearebed out in caufes moral antf 
pbyficaly the reafon of this flow pregrefive frtiit- 
folnefs^ and of the fong ilerility that enfued* 
The true reafon is, that among the nation* 
which cultivate the polite arts^it rti|uirea numy' 
years to purify tbeix language and refine their 
taftew When thefe preliminaries ore ad ju ftcdy 
then genius begba ta bfoom. Esualatiofi and^ 

jMgbljg 
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imUIc favour lavifhed upon thefe new efforts 
excite every talent. Each artift in bis parti* 
cular fphere feizes upon thofe natural beauties 
whiebx^orrerpond with his art. Whoever £i« 
thorns the theory of Aich arts as depend purely 
upon genius, muft, if he has any genius htm« . 
felf, know that the primary beauties, the grand 
natural outlines peculiar tofuc,harts, and virhich 
agree to the nation for which their talents are 
employe^^ are in number very confined. The 
fubje^s and their £iiuble embelltflunents have 
boundaries ftill more coutraded than is gene* 
raUy imagined. 

The Abbe du Bos« a man of great good 
fenfe, who, in 17 14 compo&d a tnsatiie upon 
poetry and painting, found not in the whole 
hiftory of France one real fubjed for an epic 
poem, but the deftru&ion of the league by 
Hearv the Great. He ought to have added, 
tbatmoriumeab«ftheef>opaeasjdopsedby the 
GrsdQs and Romans, and by Italians of the 
fifteenth and fixteenth centuries, being pro- 
fcribed by the French writers ; the fabulous de- 
ities, oracles, invulnerable heroes, monfters, 
fcirceries, metamerphofes, romantic adventures, 
now all generally exploded, the beauties pro- 
per to epip poetry are confined within a very 
narrow circle* Jf therefore at any time a ge- 
n^^ fprings* up who poffeS^ honfdf of all the 
embeUiflimmts fuitableto the times, flibje<% 
and nation, and carries into execution^ what 

has 

♦Hewtiie author »IM« to his own poem, intituled, 
Ls Heniiade. W« cannot however fubfcrlbc to hJs opinl6a 
•f<|iStof.*«ciitiw,whofoHKrfp thaepotm *^P««^^^ 
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has been attempted, thofe who follow him will 
£nd the talk performed. 

' It is the fame in tragic coifipofitions. It is 
not to be fuppofed that fubh'me pafTages and 
elevated fentiments can be fufceptible of 
fuch infinite variety as to be always new and 
affedtng : every thing has its boundaries. 

Nor is the cafe different with regard to true 
comedy ; there is not in human nature above a 
dozen characters truly comic and highly marked. 
The abbe Du Bos, not having genius in him- 
felf, thinks that men of wit may ftrike out a va- 
ried of cKaraders that are all new ; but he is 
miitaken, they muft arife fronr nature. He 
imagines that thofe trifling peculiarities which 
conftitutethe different characters ofmen^may 
be as happily handled as the moft fublime fub- 
je£ls. Innumerable are the clouds that over- 



mvch on the oiachiseiy of the hMtiien Gods, fte. fimn the 
ufe of which we chriftiaa eoUiort are excluded t for gnnc* 
ing the fcene or plan of the work it laid within the pak of 
the church, the opinions and traditions of our own foper- 
llition fupply the author with a fund of nuchinery as am* 
t>le as any that antiqaity can produce i we have oor demoBt, 
fairiesy forceries, propbeciet, apparitions, drtaini^ aad vnm 
fnetamorphofeSy with all the romantic adventures of dia* 
valry, which, if properly exhibited, would produce as good 
an ^ffta as the intervention of the Cods of Homer ; which, 
tnfpite of all that has been faid in their deilmce^ certainly 
ootrage probability, and would be a difgnce to any fyHvn 
of religion. After all, notwithilanding what Ariftocle^ 
Boflu, Rapio, and other critics have faid of the faUe and 
the machinery of the epic poem, we will Tenture to affirm 
that the fuccefs of it does no( fo much depend upon the 
contrivance of the poet in tbefe particohirs, at upon tte 
chancers or maoacfi^ the imaceiy and verfificatioa ef tfan 
iperformance, 

ihadow 
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fliidoiFtradi: her flrongeft and moft glaring 
colours are not many ; but of fuch of tbeie asare 
of a primitive, a fuperior nature, an able artifl 
ncverfails fo make a proper ufe*. 

PuI|Ht oratory, particularly that which re- 
lates to funeraleulogium, is exadly in the fame 
ftate. Moral truths being once delivered with, 
eloquence, the images of wretchednefs and hu- 
man weaknefs, the vanity of grandeur, and the 
devaftations of death, being once drawn by ma« 
fierly hands, in time become common place. 
We are reduced to the neceflity of imitating 
or erring from the point. A fufficient number 
of fables being compofed by a La Fontaine, all 
further additions enter into the fame fyftem of 
morality ; and the courfe of adventure is nearly 
the fame* Thus genius, after flouriihing for a 
certain age, muft necellkrily degenerate. 

Thofe kinds of fcience whofe fubje<^ per- 
mit of perpetual renewal, fuch as hifiory and 
phyfical obfervations, and which require only 
indttfty, jiidgment, and a common underftand- 
ing, can more eafily keep their ground; and 
the manual arts, fuch as painting and fculpture^ 
can never degenerate, when the fupreme go- 
vemors, as I^wts XIV. are careful only to em- 
ploy the bcft ardfls ; for in painting and fculp- 
ture the (ame fubjedis may be treated an hun- 
dred different ways. The holy family is drawn 

• WUbout cnterins into a difcoffion of this point, wbt- 
d^r aatore has not produced more than a dozen original 
comic cbaraders^ we Ihall beg leave to obfenre that it is the 
bofineis of comedy to paint the follies of the age % and 
every body knows, that the follies of fife are infinitely 
V|rkd» a€99rdios X9 MUqd* tim^ an<l orcanftancc. 

orciy 
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€vevy day, though it is a fubie£l on which Rju- 

Jhael has difplayed the utmoft powerof hb art: 
ut it would be ridiculoils aeain to undertake a 
Clona, anAndromslcbei an Art ofPoetiy^ and a 
Tartuffe*. 

It 18 alfo obrervable, that the laft age having 
f nftru£led the prefent^ it is beconac fo eafy to 
ivrit^ Indifferent books, that we have been 
plagued with trifling pieces ; and, what ia ftill 
worle, many of them very ferious and very ufe- 
kfs. But toid this quantity of piecei of finall 
merit, an evil become ncceflary in a town 
like this, large, opulent, aiid idle, where one 
part of the people are always ftriving to amafe 
Che other, there will from time to time be found 
excellent pieces, either of hiftory or reflcdion* 
or of that Tuperikial kind of writing which 
ganuCsB every body f* 

The 



• .We camitt.tUiik ihi* U « fair oompmiCtuL A pi^uM 
appeal! InOMiuiieouOy to the eye, which eojoyt it at tha 
i^fh gUncc I hut a man miift take fomc pains to makeliiro- 
fcir]ud(eofa«rag«dy. A piAurc ia avatvahle pisce of 
furoitvro^ an original ornamefit, of which tho ow»or iaiblo 
yoOMIbr i an aightaan pamiy paroplUft mUces oo flgim ac 
oily and ia htlidaa oomtnon to thoufandt $ a eircinnftanga 
that muA p»»tly dinaiai(h iu valve. Yet we wiU be bold 
' to fayi that if the faid (objea for tragedy was treated by 
• dozen difTerenc authors of eUabUlhcd repntation, wa 
Ihoold peruia them all with pleafura 4 and if tbaisa was bnc 
one copy of each, it would grrhign /etch aigreac » prjca aa 
an original Madona. 

f The writing! of tha prefent age have been ondem- 
locd, not from their mediocrity, but from their abundancCi 
Ceniui ii become cheap, becaufe the market it OTerilockedL 
Mr. Pope wai carefled by the great at the ArA poet ^ the 
^ge« Hit fricnd/hip wa« courted by the Mk peifoM In the 
%iUoni and hit forwoa wumadaat oacab/ a Jttieral fab* 

fcrijKiaa 



Of the PoLiTB AxT t. , 25 

The French nation has, above all others, 

Eoduced n^ift of tbffe performaBces. Their 
Dguage is become the language of Europe ; 
every thing has contributed thereto ; the cele-* 
bnted writers of the age of Lewis the Great ; 
|he Calvinift minifters who were banifhed, and 
. carried eloquence and method into other coun-^ 
fries; aRapin de Thovras, who publiflied in 
French the only good niflory of England * ; a 
•St. Evremond, whofe acquaintance was fought 
•by the whole Englifh court ; adutchefs of Ma- 
zarine, whom tbev were all zealous to pleafe ; 
and a madam d*01breufe, afterwards dutchefs 
tof Zell, who carried into Germany all the per- 
•feAions of her native country ; but above all^ 
' that focia) fpirit which is the natural charaderiftic 
x>f the French, a merit and pleafure of which 
ether nations feel the want and neccffitv. The 
French tongue, above all others, expreiles every 
-fubjcd of genteel convcrfation with more eai^ 
corrednefs, and elegance, and thereby contri- 
ibutes, all over Europe, to thegreateft, themoft 
amiable pleafures of life. 

■ ■ ■ » 

' icription. Let it not be imagined we want to detrad fro4i 

' fbe memory or fame of this exceUenc writer, when w« de^ 

Clare onr opinion^ that there are now living Cievcral aothoiy 

. equal to Pope in poetical merit, who have never fdt one ray 

of patronage or protection. 

* This aflcrtion will, we hope, admitofadifpnte. R^ 
pin reigned for fome years, becanfe there was 90 compcti^ 
tou The otk is •tharwift at pf«lent« 
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THE jra wb»dk A» not dqpend MAutdf 
vcctt dhe pirkls <*cb ** msfic, painciiig^ 
fei'7eLr«^ ardu^scrjnf, &c. mtmit bat finall pco- 
p«ai '-1 FriTMc Sdbr« ta« jcra which we dif- 
tact^'ij. hj z2!i: BEJOBe cf dbe Jge of Lewis XIV. 
Mo&fC W2I 2s yet ia i:s iauacr ; all diat 
we kfMv wcfr ibove ibr.^ aiMi a few tin 
iftsrdi^vioi^ die ^.^:tone»"aoii dicorix>, moft 
of «^..ci «%flv tDccFpi2«o2 in Spun. The tafte* 
the &:. .! of a Lki.\>^ xmrtd the worM ; he was 
the tird who in Fri3ce introduced baii^es, ftopc, 
aod tL^^^cs. Ihwu ttei caiy azul fiaple his com- 
podacr4 miy row irceir, the executing of 
theoii Rit:;l ^%« cc& hiia locDe paios. Tliere 
ate at thii tiooe a thoc'^uid people who under* 
&2M rcrauc fbror^ who w» a proficient there- 
in in the dap of Lewis XIII. and the art hai» 
by decrees, armed at peife ft ion •. 

Fc^ great towns are now without a puUic 
concert i whereas th^n there was not one, even 
in Paris. The king's band, of twenty-four tio- 
Iins was all the mubc of France. The different 
fpectn of fcience bdongtng tomufic, and its de> 
pen .ent arts, made afterwards fuch a progrefs, 
tb it, about the end of Lewis XIV's retgn« the 
art of pricki. g down dances was i n v e nted ; h 
that it may now be truly laid we dance by book. 
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ir>i* art are cakuUrcd to tickle tbe mr, atkcr llMa waks 
«r aftM|t tilt peAorn U tilt btwt. 

Even 
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Even in the regency of Maiy pf Medicts, 
' we had yeiy good architeds ; (he built the pa- 
lace of Luxembourg in the Tufcan ftile, to do 
honour to her own country and embellifli ours. 
That De(brofles to whom we owe the portal of 
St, Gervais, fuperintended alfo the ftrudure of 
that queen's palace, which (he never enjoyed. 
It is a miftake to fuppofe that cardinal 
Richelieu, with equal greatneis of foul, cane 
near her in tafte. His palace, which now be- 
longs to the crown, is a proof of this aflertion. 
When that beautiful front of the Louvre, which 
with regret we ftill behold unfiniflied, was firft 
raifedy we conceived the warmeft expefiations. 
Many magnificent buildings have been ereded 
by citizens, which have been more highly 
fini£hed within th^in without, and which con- 
tribute more to gratify the luxury of indivi- 
duals than to the embellifhment of the city. 

Colbert, the Mecenas of arts, founded an 
academy of architedure in 167 1. It is not 
enough to have Vitruviufes, we muft alfo have 
Augufiufes to employ them. 

It is alfo neceilary, that the municipal magtf- 
irates (hould be men of public fpirit, and pof- 
fefied of tafte. Two or three fuch mayors 
of Paris as the prefident Turgot, would have 
prevented the reproach now caft upon that city, 
on account of the town-houfe, fo badly built, 
and fo ill fituated ; of the public fauares, 
fo fmall and irregular, remarkable only for ex- 
ccuuons and bonfires ; and of the principal 
ftreets, fo extremely narrow: and, in fine, 
for thofe remains of barbarity, ftill fubfift- 
ing in the midft of grandeur and the very bofom 
of the arts, 

C 2 Painting 
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Painting b^an wkh Poii£B|i» in the days 
of Lewis XIIL It is not worth while to take 
notice of the indifferent artifts in that way who 
preceded him. We have always itnce his time 
had excellent painters j tbo' not indeed in tipat 
abundance which conftitutes partof the weailtfa of 
Italv. Suppofe we (hoiild pafs over the name 
of le Sueur, who had no mafter but himfcif, 
or le Brun, who, in defign and compofition, 
equalled the Italians ^ yet we can boaft of more 
than thirty painters, who have left behind them 
pieces worthy of the moft accurate attention* Fo- 
iteigners begin to purchafe tbem of us. I have 
feen the galleries and grand apartments of a 
great monarch, which have been adorned only 
with pidures of our country's produce^ of 
whofe merit we were not perhaps fufficiently 
acquainted. I have feen in France twelve thou- 
fand livres refufed for a pidure of Santerre. 
Europe cannot boaft a greater, nor perhaps a 
more elegant, piece of painting than the cieling 
at Verfailles by le Moine. 

Foreigners allow a painter now among us to 
be the Arft in Europe. Colbert not only 
gave to the academy of painting its prefent 
form, but prevailed alfo upon Lewis XIV. to 
eftablifli one at Rocae, in. 1667. An hoMfe 
was there purchafed for the fuperintendai^t. 
Scholars are fent thither who. have obtained 
the premium in the academy at Paris. They 
are fent and maintained at the king's expence ; 
they deffgn after antiques, and (ludy the works 
of Raphael and Michael Angelo. This ambi- 
tion of imitating its treafures is a noble honaage 
paid to ancient and modern Rome ; apd 
we fiill continue it, notwithilan4Uig the iip- 

menfe 
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coHcAion of Italian piAures made by 
tkedvke of Orleans and the king« and there 
nafter*piece$ of kulpture^ which France has 
ptodaoed, lets us above the icarch after foreign 
aiiflaiicc* 

We have principallj excelled in iculpc«ire« 
and in the art of caAing, in nietal» colol&l equef- 
crian figures. 

Should there hereafter be difcovered in ruins 
ftA mafter-pieces of art as the baths of Apollo^ 
ekpofed to all the inturies of the weather in 
the gardens of Verfailles ; the tomb of cardinal 
Richelieu in the chapel of the Sorfaonne, not 
itdicientiy pointed out to the public ; the cquei- 
frian ftntue of Leu'is XV. made at Paris, to 
emb i Uifli Bourdeaux ; the Mercury fent by tite 
prefent idi^ of France as a piefent to bis roa- 
jtltf of Pfufia^ and other performances equal in 
merit to thofe I have named, is it not probable 
Asf wouM fet this age in a light as advanta- 
ftcoos as the moft poliflwd aera of ancient 
Greece f 

We have ecpialled the ancients in our me^ ' 
dab. Varin was tha Arft who raifed this art 
above mediocntjr, ahoat the end of the reign 
of Leans XUi. The anmber and variety of 
thefe pieces, arhich we iiee ranged in hiftorical 
airier in that part of the gallery of the Louvre 
affgaed to the artifia, is admirable. There are 
abo^^e two millions, and moft of them very maf* 
teriy. 

I^or hare we been le& fiiccefsfol in the art 
of engtaviag precious flones. That of multiply* 
iag piAures upon copper, and traofinitting 
wnh eafe to pofterity all the reprelentations of 
an and nataie, was, before thu time, in a very 
C 3 imperfect 
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imperfefl ftate in France. It is one of the moft 
ufeful and pieafing arts; we are indebted for 
it to the Florentines, among whom it was 
invented about the middle of the fifteenth 
century; and it has been more innproved lA. 
France than Italy : we have a vaft number 
of finished worics of this kind. The king's. 
colledlion of prints has been often confidered 
as one of the moft magnificent prefents that 
could be given to ambafladors. Chafing in goM 
and niver, which depends much upon invention 
and tafte, has been carried to the higbeft per- 
fe<i)ion of which the hand of man is capable. 

Having thus traverfed thofe arts which con- 
tribute to the delight of individuals, and the 
glory of a ftate, let us not pafs over in filence 
one of the moft ufeful of all others, in which 
France furpafies all nations of the world ; I 
mean <urgery, the progrcfs of which was now 
io rapid and celebrated* that people crowded 
to Paris from all parts of Europe fotf 
thofe cures and operations which require un- 
common dexterity of hand. And, beudes that 
good furgeons were to be found fcarcely anjr 
where but in France, it was the only country 
in which the inftruments necefiary to that art 
were properly finiflied. They fupplied all their 
neighbours ; and the celebrated Chcfelden, one 
of the greateft furgeons in London, told aie» 
that it was be who firft caufed them to be mac 
nufadured in that city, in 17 15. Pbyfic, which 
contribuut to perfei^ the chirurgical art, did 
not make a fwifter progrefs in France than in* 
England, and under Merhaave in Holland* 
But we may fay of phyfic as of philofophy, thatt 
by making ufe of the lights communicated to us 

by 
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0dr nei^bours^ wc have raifed it to the greateft 

Thai have I given a general and faithful 
poftrait of the progreft of hitman genius among 
the French in this age, which began under car- 
dinal Ridilieu, and ended with our own timei • 
It will be difficult to furpaii it : if by any meant 
it fliottld happen, this will always remain a mo- 
del for thoie more fortunate ages to which it 
may give birth* 

CHAP- CCVL 

Ecci^BffAiTicAt ArrAiRt: Msmo&abis 
Disputes* 

IT has been always nece(Giry for the fove* 
reien to aA with more delicacy and caution 
toward the chut ch, the moft numerous of the 
three orders composing the ftate, than any 
ocber* To preferve at the lame time an union 
wtdi the ice of Rome, and fupport the libertiea 
of the Gallican church, which are the rights of 
the amient church, that is, to make the biOiops 
obey as ful^e^, without infringing their eptf' 
copal immunities, to oblige them to fubmit in 
many things to the fecular jurifdidion, and to 
leave them judges in others, to make them con- 
tribute to tne exigenciesof the ftate without in- 
juring their privikges^ all this required a com- 
pound of dexterity and reiblution of which 
Lewis XIV. was »ways maften The clergy 
of France were by degrees reduced to a flate o£ 
C 4 order 
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Qrder and decency, from which the civil 
and the licentioufnefs of the. times had caufed 
them to deviate. The king would no longer 
permit laymen to poflefs benSces ittco9nmindam\ 
nor any to be bi&ops unlefs they were priefts, 
as the cardinal Mazarin, who had held the bi« 
fliopric of Metz, when liot even a fub-deacon, 
and the duke de Verneuille, who enjoyed the 
profits thereof, though a layman. 

The money paid one year with another tp 
the king, by the clergy of'^Erance and the con- 

Juered towns, amounted to about two millions 
ve hundred thoufand liyres^ and, fmce the 
numerical increafe of the value of money, they 
have affifted' the flate yearly with about four 
millions, under the name of tenths, extraordi- 
,Aary fuUidies, atid free-gUts. The name «ti4 
privilege of free*gift is fttU preferved as one 
of the remains of ancient cuftom, whereby the 
lords of fiefs Were ^mxit to contribute to the ne- 
ceffities of the ftate, by way ^ free-gift to the 
king. In the time of feudal mnardi<;jr5 Wihopl 
and abbots, bring lords of liefs, we«e ^only 
obltged to furnHh (bldiers. Kings then^ iikt 
ether lords, lived upon the revenue of their own 
domains : afterwards, when every other order 
changed, the clergy remained upon their old 
footing, and maintained the cuflom of afiiKng 
the ftate by way of free«gift. 

To this ancient cuilom, which a body tbaC 
afTembles often, eafily preferves, and which muft 
be neceflarily loft by one that never aflembles, 
we may join that immunity and maxim, always 
claimed by the church. That its revenues are 
thofe of the poor. Not that it pretends to owe 
nothing to the ftate, of which it holds every 

thing, 
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tfaiog^ beoaofe, rrhen die public is neceffitated, 
it is to be confidered in the firft clafs of poor : 
and Lewis XIV. exacted tbefe fupplies in fuch 
a manner, that he was fare of never being re-* 
fufed. 

It it amazing to all Europe as well as to 
France, that the clergy, who are fuppofed to be 
poflefled of one third of the revenue of the king- 
, dom, ihould contribute So little to reJieve its 
wants, if they are makers of one third of the 
whole, it is indifputaUe that they ought to 
pay one third of the expences, which, upon an 
average, amounts, demonftrably, to thirty rail- 
lioDS yearly, befides the duties upon periihable 
commodities, which they pay in common with 
other fubje£b; but vague and partial judgments 
are pafled upon every thing. The people talk 
of the clergy pofieffing one third of the king- 
dom's revenues at random, juft as they fey 
Paris contains a million of inhabitants. 

Were we but to take the pains of computing 
the revenues of the bifhoprtcs, by the leaies 
granted about fifty years ago, it would appear, 
that the whole annual revenue did not then ex- 
ceed four millions ; and the commendatory abbics 
amounted to about four millions five hundred 
thoufand pounds. It is true, the leafes were 
eitimated at one third of their real value, and 
if to this eftimation we 2td6 theincreafe of the 
landed revenue fince, the fum total of the con- 
fiflorial benefices will amount to fixteen rpil- 
lions; and it fhould not be.forgotten, that out 
of this there goes annually a confiderable fum 
to Rome, which, as it never comes back, is 
ab olutely loft to' us. The king i> herein ex- 
tremely liberal to- tha hol.y fee *, by which the 
C 5 ' ftatc 
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ftate is plundered, in the fpace of a cehtuiy, of 
more than 400,000 marks of filver, which could 
not in time fail to impoverifh the kingdom, 
-were not the lofs abundantly repaired by the 
returns of commerce. Tothefe benefices which 
> payannatestoRomemuft be annexed cures, con- 
vents, collegiate livings, and all other ecleliafti- 
* cal eftablifhments ; and, if we compute the 
value of all together at fifty millions yeariy* 
we (hall not fall far ihort of the truth. 

Thofe who have inquired into this matter 
with the utmoft accuracy and attention cannot 
carry the fum total of the yearly revenues of the 
Galilean church, fecular and regular, farther 
than eighty millions. This is no exorbitant 
fum when appropriated to the maintainance of < 
ninety thoufand regulars, and about one hundred 
and fixty thoufand other ecclefiaftics, which was 
the cafe in 1700 : and moreover, out of the above 
ninety thoufand, more than one third live upon 
alms and mafles. Alany conventual monks do 
not ftand their community in two hundred livres 
yearly : there are regular abbots, whofe income 
each annually amounts to two hundred thou- 
fand livres. From this enormous and ilriking 
inequalitv, murmurs muft necefl'arily arife. 
It is really lamentable, that a country citrate 
Aiail, from his laborious duties, be only intitled 
10 a fcanty income of three hundred livres, 
(and perhaps he iball receive from Chriftian 
liberality not more than four or five hundred 
livres befides,) while a lazy monk, become an 
abbot, but not on that account the lefslazy, and is 
mader of an immenfe fortune, receiving at the 
fame time from his inferiors the moft flattering 
and pompous titles. Thefe abufcs are carried 

much 
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b^lier in Flanders, Spain^ and above all 
in die catholic Aaaes in Gennanj, where we 
often find princes among the regular religious. 

Abofcs almoft every where pais by degrees 
infio laws ; and if the wifeft men were to af- 
jcnhle to compofe laws, where is that kind of 
flatewfaofe confiitution would always remain 
ttmhcrably die lame ? 

The clergy of France always obierve a cuftom 
Aar b very burthenlbme to them when they 
affift the king widi a free-gift of feveral millions 
for a cert2in term of years. They borrow the 
money, and reisuburfe their creditors with the 
capiiai, after having paid the intereft; thus 
paying it twice over. It would be more to the 
advantage of the ftate, as well as of the clergy 
in general, and more conibrmable to reafbn, if 
this reverend body were to affift the wants of 
their country by contributions proportiooed to 
the value of their refpe^iie benefices: but wc 
are alwavs too much attached to old cuftoms. 
It is owing to this difpofiiion that the clergy* 
diough tliey aflemble every five years, have 
never yet had a hall, nor any one thing they 
could call their own. It is clear, that with 
lefe expence to themielves, they might have 
moreenc^ally fcrved the king, and haveere<Scd 
a palace in Paris, which might ha\ e been a nevr 
omameut to that capital. 

In the minorinr of Lewis XIV. the maxims 
of the clergy of i ranee were not entirely cleared 
from the impurities they had imbibed from the 
League. It is well known, that in the younger 
days of Lewis XIII. and In the laft aflemUy of 
die ftatcs^held in 1614, the moft numerous 
C 6 par^ 
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{^art of the nation, diftinguiflied hy the a)>pel« 
ation of the third ftate, and which is as it werk 
the foundation of the ftate, in vain demanded of 
the parliament, that it (houldbe regiftered a9 a 
fundamental law, ** That no fpiritual power 
can deprive kings of their facred rights, which 
they hold only from God ; and that it is high 
treafon of the blackeft kind to teach the dofirthc 
of depofing and killing kings/' This was the 
fubftance of the nation's demand, in nearly the 
fame words. It was made when the blood of 
Henry the Great ftill fmoaked. Yet a bilhop of 
France, born in that kingdom, the cardinal da Per- 
ron, oppofed violently tbepropofltion, under pre- 
tence that it was not the bufmefs of the third 
ftate to dilate laws that any way concern the 
church. \^hy did he not then, in conjunAion 
with them, agree to this point? but he was fo 
far from this as to fay, ** That the power of 
the pope was plenary without controul, di- 
redl as to fpiritual matters, indireft as to tem- 
porals ; and he was alfo commiffioned by the 
clergy to add, the^ would excommunicate all 
fuch pcrfons as might pretend to maintain that 
the pope could not depofe kings." 

The nobility was gained over, and the third 
Hate obliged to defift. The parliament renewed 
their antient decrees, declaring the crown In- 
dependent, and the king's perl'on facred. The 
ccclcfiaftical chamber, in acknowledging the 
king's perfoii to be facred, dill perftllcd to main- 
tain that the crown was dependent. The very 
iame temper had before depolcd Lewis the Dc- 
bonnairc. It now prfvaik'd fo far, that the 
court was obli-cd to arquiclce, and imprlfon 
the printer who had publiibed the decree of 

par- 




J viidcrlheticfeof. The fnndameatil 
Xius ptoooediog wis nid to •be ncccF* 
ibr the fnUk: peace; hat hwas reallf 
ak thofe VuD nmiiflied tbe crown 
aims. The cafe ws ooitedif* 
Vicana, bccanfe Fmice flood In 
swe of die court of RofnC) and the pope was 
afiail of Ae hoofe oF Aoflria. 

The canfe here gWcn up was lb modi die * 
«aafe of khvs, diat James I. king of England, 
wrote agffiift cardinal Pcnon ; and thb piece 
is die fadft of his works. It was alfo the caufe 
of die pBooie, whofe fidcty required that thrir 
tnuiugnflioaidbyno means depend uponafe- 
idgn power. Reafim at length pi rf au cd ; and 
Lewis XIV. with die wdght of hh authority, 
§mmi no great trouhk in procuring it to be 
neaid. 

Antonio Perez had reoonunended to RenrT 
IV. three things, Rome, Confejo, Pielagb* 
liCwis XIV. had attained to «fuch a fnpcriontp 
in the two laft, he had no need of the firft. 
He was particularly careful to p refa v e the cus- 
tom of appealing to parliament, from the decrees 
of eoddniftical courts, in all cafes re^icding 
the regal jnriiilidion. The clergy femctimes 
complained of this proceeding, and (bmetimes 
applauded it : for if on the one hand thefe ap- 
p!»b fopport the rights of the ftate againft epiN 
copal audiority, diey yet connrm that autho- 
rity itfelf, in tnaintaining die rights of the eptf^ 
copal church againft the pretenfions of the court 
of Rome: inibmuch that the bifhops have 
looked upon the parliament both as their adver- 
fanes and defenders ; and the govemnjent has 
been careful, that^ in fpiteof dieqaarreis of re- 
ligion^ 
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ligioii) the boundaries^ which are eafily brokcft 
down, (hould on neither fide be infringed*- It 
it with reeard to the different bodies and com* 
panies of the ftate the fame as with the io«- 
tcreft of trading towns ; to ballance chem isia 
the hand of the legifUtor. 

The moft imporunt and delicate affair of tb|t 
fort, was that of the Regale. The kinss of 
France have a right to prefent to all fiinpk be- 
nefices of a diocefe during the vacancy of the 
fee, and alfo for that time to appropriate the 
revenues to their own ufe« This prerogative 
is peculiar to the kings of France ; but every 
ftate has its privileges. The kinfi;s of Portu|pu 
enjoy one third of the revenues of every biihop 
in their dominions. The emperor claims the 
firfl fruits, and difpofes of all livings when they 
become firft vacant after his acceifion. The 
riffkts of the kings of Naples and Sicily are 
ftOt greater. Thofe of the court of Rome are 
founded rather upoacuflom than primitive tide* 
The kings of the Merovingian race gave away li v« 
ingsand biihoprics of their own sole authority. 
It appears very jufl they fbould preferve the 
poor privilege of difpofing of the revenue^ and 
nominating to Ample benefices during theihort 
fpace that happens between the death of one 
bifhop and the regiflering his fucceflbr's oath of 
fidelity. 

The bifhops of feveral towns, reunited to the 
crown under the third race, refufed to acknow* 
ledge this right, which their former lords had 
been too weak to mainuin. The popes fided 
with the biihops, and their claims always re* 
mained enveloped in obfcurity. The parlia* 
meat under Henry iV, iA idoSdcdamly that 

the 
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tbe Re^e fhouM take phce througboot the 
whole kingdom* The dergy murmured ; and 
that prince, who temporifed with the biihops 
and court of Rome, brought the affair before 
his council, but took care it fhould not be de- 
cided. 

The cardinals Richelieu and Mazarin cau(ed 
feveral orders of council to be ifltied, whereby 
thofe bifhops who held themfelves exempt froih 
that authority were required to produce their 
titles. The alFair remained undecided even in 
the year 1673 ', and the king at that time did 
not dare to diipofe of a (Ingle benefice in almoft 
any diocefe beyond the Loire, during the va- 
cancy of a fee. At length, in 1673, ^^^ chan- 
cellor Michael le Tellier publifhed an edid, 
whereby all the biflioprics in the kingdom 
were declared fubje<5l to the Regale. Two 
biihops, who were unhappily the moft virtuous 
men in the kingdom, obftinately refufed to fub** 
mit. Thefe were Pavilion bifhop of Alet, and 
Caulet bifhop of Pamiers. They defended 
their caufe at firft with very plauftble reafons, 
and were as ftrongly oppofed. When men of 
underftanding difpute long, it is very likely the 

3[ueftion is far from being clear. This was in- 
eed very obfcure : but it was evident, that nei- 
ther religion nor good order were interefted 
in preventing the king from doing in two di« 
ocefles what he did in every other. Never- 
dielefs, the two biihops remained inflexible. 
Neither one nor the other of them had caufed 
his oath of fidelity to be regtflered ; and the 
king diought he had a right to difpofe of the 
livings vacated in their refpeSive fees. 

. The 
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The two pnelttes cxcbtnenuntcatsd all who 
were thus provided for. Both had been fiif- 
peeked of Janfenifm. Innocent X^ was their 
enemy; but when thejr difputed againft the 
king's prerogative, he became their iriend. This 
pope, 0defcaIchi, as virtuous and obftinate aa 
themfelveS) warmly efpoufed their caofe. 

The king at fir{t contented himldf to exile 
th^ principal officers of tfaefe bMhops. He 
fliewed more moderation than two ^en who 
piqued themfelves for their fan£tity. Out of 
refped to his old age, the bifhop of Alet wss 
left to die in peace. The bi(hop pf Pamiers ftill 
refifted, nor could any remonflrances naove 

. him. He repeated his excommunicationa $ and 

, perfifted in not regiftering his oath of fidelity, 
perfuaded that by fuch an oath the church was 

. acknowledged as fubfervient to monarchy. His 
temporalities were feized upon by the kmg. 
The pope and the Jsnfenifts indemnified him. 
He gained by the privation of his annuity, and 
died in 1680, fatisfied, that in oppofing the 
king) he had maintained the caufe of heaven. 
His death did not extinguifh the quarrel : the 
canons named by the king came to take pof- 
feffion ; the monks, who pretended to be canons 
and grand vicars, obliged them to quit the 
church, 4iDd excommunica^ednhem. The me- 
tropolitan, Montpefat, archbiihop of Touloufe, 
to whom it belonged to take cognizance of this 
matter, gave fentence, but to no purpofe, againft 
thefe pretended grand vicars. 1 hey appealed to 
Rome, according to the cuftom of referring to 

. that court fuch ecclefiaftical ca a fes as were de- 
termined by the archbifhops of France, a cuftom 
diredly contrary to the liberties of the Gallican 

church : 
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diurch : but there are contfMiilftiens in erery 
fona of human government. The pariiamefit 
iiliied decrees. A monk named Cerle, ^vho 
^wa& one of Aefe grand vicars^ broke thro' thi 
fentence of the archbilhop, as well as thede^A 
trees of the parliament. This laft tribunal coff^ 
demned him to be drawn on a fledge to thtl 
place of execution, and to lofe his head. Vk 
was executed in effigy. From his affhrni he 
Hifiilted both t^ archbilhop and the king ; and 
was Aipiported by the pdpe. Nay, this foi^ereigh 
llontilFwe^t farther. Ferfnaded, ]ike Pamfens, 
tha( the -right of Regale was an abtrfe upon th^ 
diurch, and that the king had nothing to do 
wMi Ae livings of ifhat vacant bifli^ric, he 
jBBpeakd ihe •oidbnnances of the a(rctM(hfop<)f 
Toido^iAH M^ ekttofMiidMetlled tJhfe t^aitid ^ 
oak mktk^ by Mm pt¥l^e^ frivh M «m iksele** 
iMie« Mt held miMr t^ ^tpib^ «d theii^ 



The king Convened an aflbmUy oTtbedefgyt 
ttonifting of thiny*Hve bifhops, and aflke num« 
ber of dqMties of the ftcond ok^der. The Jm« 
fM&B fyr ;the Crft tiin^ to6k part w!t!h tf^ 
pope ; and this pope, an enemy, to the kihg^ 
b cie mp oi^ without l^hgrfvem ; heptqued him- 
UU Ibr oppofmg this m6harch upon eVety 
occafion : and, in 1689, joined with tHe Mtti 
againft James II. becaufe he was proteded by 
Lewia XIV. fo that it was now a common fay«> 
ing, That James (hould become an huguenot, 
and die pope a cathotic^ h> termitiate tM 
tPMibles of Europe and of the diurcb. 

tn the mean time the clergy in 168 f, una* 
nimouay dedared for the king. Another tri** 
fling <|uafrel, become now important, engaged 

the 
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the public attention* The eledion to a pnonf 
in the fuburbs of Paris inflamed the difFerencs 
between the pope and the king. The Romaic 
pontiff repealed the ordonnance of the arch* 
Diibop of Paris, and annulled his n^minatioa 
to that priory. The parliament adjudged thia 
proceeding of the court of Rome to be an abufi^. 
The pope, by a bull, ordered the inquiiition U> 
burn the parliament's decree. Thefe diTpucce 
have been for a long time the common and in* 
evitable confequences of that ancient mixiiir* 
of the natural liberty which every countiy 
claims of g^vernin^ within itfelf> and of its fuln 
iervicncy to a foreign power. 

The aflfembly of the clersy took a couiicy 
which fliews that men of wiraom can yield widft 
dignity to their fovereign, without anv other 
IK>wer interpofins^ They confented that tbe 
n^ht of Resale mould extend over the whole 
kingdom; but it v^as done in fuch a manner aa 
to Tttm rather a conceiSon on the part of the 
clergy, reliaquilhing their pretenfiona oat of 
regard to their proteAor, than a formal a&» 
knowledgment of the abfolute right of thm 
crown. 

The allembly juftified diemfelves to the pope 
by a letter, wherein we find this one pafiage» 
which alone ought to ierve as a conftaat rule in 
all difputes, viz* *^ It is better to cede fome 
thing of one's nfthts, than to difturb the ptU>lic 
tranquility/' The king, the Gallican churchy 
and the parliament, were contented. The Tan* 
ienifts writ fome libels : the pope continued inn 
flexible. He reverfed by brief all the rdblu- 
tiona of the aflembly, and commanded the bi- 

ihope 
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fliops to retraA their concdHoiiff. Here was 
fome foundation for dividing for ever the churcii 
of France from that of Rome. There had beea 
fome talk of making a patriarch in the times of 
cardinal Richelieu and Mazarin. 

It was the wiih of every magiftrate, that the 
tribute of annates fhould be no longer paid to 
Rome; that the holy fee^Jbould nominate to 
the benefices of Bretagne only for fix months 
in the year ; and that the biihops of France 
ihould no longer be ftiled biihops by permif- 
iion of th« holy fee. Had it been the king's 
inclination, he needed only to have faid the 
word ; he was matter of the aflembly of the 
clergy, and the nation was for him. Rome 
would have loft all by the inflexibility of a 
virtuous pope, who knew not how to tempo- 
rife. But there are certain ancient boundaries 
which cannot be removed without the moft vi« 
olent. ijiocks.. It required ftronger ties of in« 
tereft, more inflamed pai&ons, and greater per* 
turi^ations in the minds of men, to break at 
once with the court of Rome ; and this rup« 
ture would have been the more difficult while 
the miniftry perfifted in extirpating Calvinifm. 
It was even looked upon as a bold ftep to pub- 
lifh the four famous deciiions of the fame zC* 
fembly in 1682, of which here follows the 
fubftance* 

X. God gave ho power, either dlre£tly or in^ 
directly, in temporal matters, either toreteror 
his fucceilbrs. 

2. The Gallican church approved of the 
council of Conflance, which declares general 
councils fuperior to the pope in fpirituals. 

3.Th6 
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3. The rules cvfloms, and eftaUMlled ^JWH 
ticcs of the kingdom, and the Galtkan church, 
#ag^t to lemsun mdiaogcabk. 

4. Tlie pope's decifioss in flijfttefs of faith 
are not bindings until appmred cf by the 
chiirdi* 

All tbe tiibunab and fiMnilties of theotogr 
f e giB ened thefe four propofitions m their fulleit 
fenfe, and forbid by edid an j one fa mamtaffi 
ftit contmry. This firmneft W9A iiegifrde4 
at Rome as an eflbrt of rebellion ; and by the 
proteftants of Europe as a weak eflay c^a dhurch 
naturally free, which had broken only four 
Hnks of her chains. Thefe four maimni w^ere 
at firft efpou^ed with enihufiafm by tbe wholv 
iiation; but they sffterwards cooled. 

About the end of Lewis the GMit*s rtrfgn» 
Aey began to be confidered as probtemnticid r 
and cardinal Fleunr caufM !Afe1h t^ be m part 
dffiiTOwtd by an afltlhbly of Ihe dergy, vHA'* 
t>ut tbe le« donfequemial murthar, bceauft 
the minds of men Were not theh fo muth hemied, 
and becaufe during the adminttr«l«6n of tardi* 
nal Plenrv, nothing Was done ?ety rcrmaricaMe* 

Pope innocent wM iiet ^ rt hwk fs ttiore than 
^er exaTperated : he riB/fiiki bulls to M the 
bifliops and commendatory abbda tbiit bad 
been nominated by die king ; fo th A when be 
died, which was in 1689, there was twenty^ 
nine fees in France without bifliops. Thefe 
prelates indeed weit^ not Without their revenues; 
but they, dared not either to be confecrated, or 
enjoy any of the epifeopkl iiindions. The 
Motion cf creating a pi^arch was rerived. 
The quarrel about the rights cf ambafladors ^ 
Rome, which compleated the widening of thefe 

T^reachcs^ 



-^ 
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hr$$dbUf gave one rt^bn to think that the 
time wz$ come for eftablifliing in France a ca« 
tholic apoftolic church that wai not Roman. 
The ailorne^-jencraly Harlai, and the advo« 
catC'general. Talon^ made themfelvef fuftci'- 
ently iinderftood^ by appealing, in 1M79 from 
the bull againft the franchifei* at an abufe, and 
exclaiming againft the obftinacy ofthepope^ 
who left (o many churchcv without paftors, 
Thif waf a ftep to which the king never could 
agree* thoush it might have been eafily done* 
Aotwithftanding it appeared (o very dimcult. 

The cau6 oflnnocent XL became now the 
caufc of (he holv fee« The four propofitiona 
of the clergy or France attacked the phantom 
of infallibinty,( which though not believed in 
at Rome, yet waa there fuppurtcd) and the real 
power annexed to that phantom. Alexander 
VlIL and Innocent Xlt followed the ftcpi 
of the obdurate Odefcalchi, not indeed with 
fuch violence* They confirmed the jud(j;ment 
pronounced againft the aflembly of the clcrj^ : 
tftey refufed du11» to the bifbopi ; and in nne 
did too much, bccaufc Lewii XIV. had not 
d'>ne enough. Thef bifliopj, weary of enjoyirig 
no more than a regal nomination, without the 
exercife of their epifuipal fundtioni, intrearrd 
the court of France to permit them to appeaic 
that of Rome. 

The king, whofe refolution wai worn our, 
allowed their requcft* Each of them wrote 
Separately to the court of Rome, exprefling 
themfelvei gricvotifly afflicted with the pro* 
ceeding« of tne a/U mbly *, and each of them in 
iii^ letter 'declared he did not look upon that 
matter ai decided, which they bad before ab- 
3 folutely 
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folutcly decided i nor upon that to be eftabliflied 
which they had really eftablifhed, Pignatelli, 
(Innocent XII.) more mild than Odefcalchiy 
was fatisiied with this proceeding. The four 

t^ropofitions were yet from time to time not 
e's taught in France. The caufc Tubfldcd 
when dirputes were ceafed ( yet it only lay dor- 
mant without being determmed, as js always 
the cafe in a ftate, which has not in fuch mat* 
ters invariable and acknowledged principles. 
Thus we fometimes oppofe, lometimea give 
way to Rome, according to the charaAera ct 
thofe who govern^ or the particular interefts of 
thofe who are at the heaa of the adminiftra- 
tion. 

Lewis XIV. had no other kind of eccleiia* 
ftical quarrel with the court of Rome } nor had 
he any oppbfltlon from the clergy in temporal 
matters. 

Under him the clergy became rerpeAabIc by 
a decency of behaviour unknown to the bar- 
barous times of the two firft races of our kings, 
to the ftill more barbarous times of feudal go- 
vernment, abfolutely unknown during the civil 
wars, and above all during the Fronde. There 
are indeed fome few exceptions, which will be 
always the cafe according to the prevailing 
virtues or vices. It was now only that the eyes 
of the people began to be opened upon the fii- 

f)erftitions which always mmgle with their re- 
igion. It was no longer accounted criminal 
to aflcrt that Lazarus and Mary Magdalen 
never were in Provence, whatever might be 
the opinion of the parliament of Aix, or of the 
Carmelites. The Benediflines could no longer 
perfuade the people that Dionyfiui the Areopa- 

Kite 
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MefpPcmeJ dbedbiifdiof Pjiji. Pretended 
n^iffff^ tiUt ifri ir ff^ fj aod fiiff pgfrd idict be* 
{M 19 be decfied* That mod fcafoning 
vftidkfcadikfomfadbliglitt upon fhHotofky, 
W91J twtij inete but Hovrl/^ and 



Gjiott Lem de NoaiDc^ bnotkcr to die 
of ChdoMf in 1702 InmI 



kaSkltfktf io€amkto be tbioim 
29af a fcfic wbkb bad bees naof a^ caie- 
nai/nfluenwd 10 tbe chmcb ot NoCfe»Daiiie^ 
■ w ft ip pe d wider tbe aaoe of Tdoi Chrift'a 
mmtL AH Chalom i g iin a iig e d agaioft tbe 
P rriMrnttj coonftUofBt kiii^f otken^ 
s of FiafKe^ meidiaotSt €iazea^ c»* 
^ omies ii HMt i i ioMJIy and totnuUf pfo- 
tdbd afaioll tbis bold aOiofi of tbe btfliop ; 
aflflnb^ tbat tbe pumeot of Cbn&^ckired 
ac Argcoteittlt tbe baodkercfaief at Ttirio and 
LooBt tbe nail of tbe croft at Sc Denoif^ 
aad tbe prepuce u Rome^ were identical] v bit* 
Bnt tbe biuop'a wife rcMotion triimipbcd at 
orcr the ciedfility of tbe peaple* 
t otbcr fttperfbtionSf becanle ttntted wiib 
nftoo^ tan OMSked. Tbe pvo* 
bare tbeiefore exulted^ bat tbejr aie 
eUwed to acfcnofrfed£^ tbat tbere if no ca« 
tboue dnifcb in wbicb abitie is kk ^r^Trrrrj, 
or mtote ieffikd tban in Fnaeo* 

Tbe true pbiloibpbical f^mit, wbicb bad not 
taken fooc tin about tbe nuddle of tbis cmtiuyt 
cooid oot extingiwlb the ^fKJfot and wi^^tm 
iUpmn in tbeologr^ of wbicb it did not take 
cyttfjncr^ We Iball now proceed to fpeak 
ofAofe difentiont vbicb ate a di%pce to bti- 
nmcalott* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCVIf. 
Of CAirivisu*' 

IT IS undoubtedly a melancholy oonfiderattoii 
that the chiirdi Haslieeh always torn by in- 
feaftine dtvifioni, and that fo much Uood fiiouM 
have been for fo muiy ages flied by thofe who 
f reclamed the God of peace. This rage was 
.unknown to paganifm. It covered the earth 
with darknefs, ^t fcaccely fptit any other Uood 
than that of animals ; and if human viAims 
.were fometimea ofFered up among the Jews and 
-Pagans^ fuch oflerinRs, horrible as d»ey are, 
never occafioncd civu wars. The religion of 
the Pagans was compofed of morality and fef- 
tivals. Morality, which is common to all men, 
and ail feafons i and fcftivals, which are only 
.a£b of rejoicing, could never difturb man- 
kind* 

' The fpirit of dogmatifm infpired men with 
the rage of civil war. I have often enqoieed 
'how and by what means that dogmatic fpirit, 
whfch divided the fchools of Pagan antiquitr, 
without occafioning any difturbance, &ouJd 
among us produce fuch horrible diforders. It 
cannot be caufed folely by faaaticifm y for the 
Gymnofophifts and Bmmins, the m<^ fanatic 

• of mankind,' never hurt any but themfelves. 

• Cannot then the origin of this new plague, 
which has ravaged the earth, be found in that 
republican fpirit which animated tha primitirc 
churches i Thofe ferret aflemblieS) which from 
caves and . grottoes defied the authority of 
the Roman emperors, by degrees formed aftate 

within 
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i^diin a fbtc. It was a republic conr 
ceabd in the borom of the empire. Conftan- 
tiiie drew it from under ground, and fet it hf 
the fide of the throne. 

Tl>e authority aonexedto great fees was fooa 
found to run counter to the Ipirit of popularity, 
which had till then infpired all the chriilhn 
aSemUies. It oft^n happened thit when a 
inctropoliun uttered one opinion, a futiVa^an 
tifliop, a prieft, or a deacon, maintained the di- 
rtd contrary. All authority fecretly hurts man^ 
Uod, inafmuch as that authority is always 
upon the encreale. ^SThcn people can find a 
pretext that may be cle-oieJ facred, they icon 
make a duty of oppoiliion. * Thus one party 
becomes perfecators, the other rebels, while 
on bo:h fides they pretend to maintain the c^ufe 
of God. We ha\c f-:;en by the difpu:es jup- 
jported by Arius againll a biihop, how the ra^e 



^ AH Ae mildiieft of religNNis zeal arr, im appreheiM!, 
dUucible fnm tiie fio^ doarioe of faith, implying, that 
oar eternal happincfs or miicry dependk upon cur b^lie^tn^ 
or diftdieviag certain teoets, concsroinj which the facuU/ 
oCreafoc^caoDOt be exercifed. This it was whic!i opened a 
^ray to erery fpcdes of fanadcifm and fpincual rancour a 
far diofewfio adopted this tenet confidered every perfon 
wbo differed from tbem in opinion, as reprobated and ao- 
ttnfied§ and moisal hatred, animciuy, and periecuuao rn- 
filed. As the concerns of the fcul were much ir.ore in- 
* than any thing that related to temporal e;Ub II-Tx- 
tfae fpiritval guides acquired fuch influence over 
~ I of the Neophytes, as o!ten foperfeded t\e aotho- 
lily of the civil magiflrates ; a circumtUnce whic^ could 
■Dt £mL to - aroofiB the jcalaufy of the government under 
"wfkich they lived j and this jealaufy was attended with fe- 
vefity, which ferred only to inflame the fpirit of eothufiafm, 
*aaA c«BPMler nhdliMiaMl defjpair. 

Vol. IX. D of 
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of governing fouls has difturbed the peace ftf 
the earth. To deliver an opinion as agreeable to 
the will of heaven, to command it to be believed 
\jnder pain of death» temporal and eternal, was 
in fome men deemed the utmoft period of fpi* 
titual dcfpotifm ', and to refift thefe two mtnacea 
was in others thought the laft effort of iade* 
pendcnce* 

In the general hiftor; we have run through^ 
we have feen a continual ftruggle between the 
fecular and ecclefieftical jurifdidion, ever fince 
the time of Theodofius ; and fince that of Char- 
lemagne, the grand fiefs continually ftrug^ling 
tigainft their fovereigns ; biihops often rifing 
a;^aiuft kings, and popes taking part fometimet 
with biihops, fometimes with kings. In the 
firft ages they difputed Icfs in the Latin church. 
The continual invafions of barbarians fcarcely 
gave them time to think; and few of their dog- 
tnatical opinions were fufficiently clear to fecure 
them univerfal credit. The worfhip of imagea 
wa» almoft every where rejected in the Weft, 
in the age of Charlemagne. A bifliop of Tu* 
rin, named ClaRidius, inveighed a^ainft them 
with great acrimony, and maintamed feveral 
opinions which at this time give foundation to 
the proteftant credit. Tbele opinions fpread 
themfclves in the vallies of Piedmont, Daupbtfiy, 
Provence, and Languedoc. They flourimed m 
the twelfth century ; foon afterwards produced 
the wars of the Albi^enfes; and bavin| pafled 
thence to the univeriity of Prague, excited cbe 
wars of the Huflites. 

The interval between the troublei Which 
arofe from the afhcs of John Hus and 
Jcrom of Prague, and the difturbancei imcwcd 

by 
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hf Luther, was net more than one hundred 
yean* The indent opinions enibraced by 
the Vaudoif, the Albfgenfet, and the Huffite^, 
tevtired and difierently explained by Luther arid 

• Zifrin^ivs^ were eageHy ad//pted in Germany, 
aa tber fumtibed pretence for feizing on the 
many landftpoflefled by the btfliopt and abbots, 
and for refifttns the power of the emperor : they 
tfiuoiph^ in Sweden and Denmark, countricf 
wherein people were free under their kings. 

The Engliih, who inherit from nature a 
fpirit of independence, adopted, moulded them, 
and thence compofed a religion for themfclves. 
Theie opinions made their way in Poland ; and 
their progrefs was confiderable only in places 
where the people were not flavcs* They found 
little difficulty rn being received among the 
Swifs, becaufe the government was repu Hcan. 
For the fame reafon they were near being 
ettahHihel at Venice; and mi^rht have perhaps 
taken t&Ml root there ^ had not Rorr.e been 
(o near ; and if the government had not 
dreaded a democracy? at which the people in 
every republic naturally afpirc, and which wis 
the chief view of moft of the reformers- The 
Hollanders fhook off the yoke of Spain * before 
they err-braced this religion. Geneva becarrc a 
popular ftate by receiving Calvinifm. The 
hottfe of Auftria took all prWlible pains to pre* 
vent thefe rdi^^ions from getting footing in their 

• dominions^ They fcarcely made any progrefs 

• The Dotdi did net lirft throw oflTth* SpaniOi y<&te, and 

tkcn tnbmee the pfeutUni rciif i<m $ they were firft coti" 

'verted to this dodrine, snd finding thcmieWes oppre/fed in 

' tlie point of liberty of confcience^ then ihook ctt the yol<e 

• er Spain* 

D 2 in 
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» in Spain. Tbey were extirpated with fire and 
fword in the dukedom of oavoy, which wa* 
their cradle. In 1655 the inhabitants of the 
vallics of Piedmont underwent the iame cruel 
trials which thofe of Mcrindol and Cabriere ba4 
underwent under Francis I. in France. 

This fe6l having appeared dangerous to the 
duke of Savoy, he abiblutely exterminated jt| 

^ fo that there remained only ibme few, icarceljT 

' known, in the moft rocky and defert places, it 
does not appear that the Lutherans and Cal* 
vinifls caul'ed any great troubles in France, uq« 
dcr the dominion of Francis I. and Henry 

- 11. But when the government was weak and 

. divided, the quarrels of leligion became vio* 
lent. Condeand Colieni became Calviniib, 
becaufe theGuifes were Catholics, overwhelmed 
the ftate with confufion. The levity and impe-' 
tuofity of the nation, their paifion for novel^ 
andentbufiafm, changed us lor upwards of forty 

^ycsirs from a moft poliflied to a moft barbaroiie 
people. Henry IV. born of this fe6l, which he 
really loved, without being bigotted to any, 
could not, though feconded by his victories and 
virtues, obtain the crown without abandoning 
Calvinifm. After he became a catholic, he haa 

. not the ingratitude to confent to the deftruAion 
of a people, to whom, though they were at va- 
riance with monarchical government, he owed 

. his crown; and even had he been inclined to 
if, he could not now have difperfed this fa^oo 1 
he therelote cheriihcd, protected, and reftraiil* 
ed it. ivi^ 

The Huguenots of France did not at tbii 
time amount to a twelfth part of the nation. 
But among them were many powerful lords s 

whde 
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whole cities were proteftan ts. They had made 
war upon their fovercigns, who had been obliged 
to put fome ftrong places into their hands for 
fccurity. . Henry III. had given up to them 
in Dauphine alone, fourteen ; Montauban and 
Nifmes in Languedoc ; Saumur, and above all 
Rochelle, which made a republic of itfelf, and 
had become powerful by the commerce and pro- 
tection of the Englifti. At length Henry IV. 
ieemed to aA according to his inclination as 
well as his duty, and even politically, by grant- 
ing them in 1598, the celebrated edidl of Nantz. 
This, cdift was in reality no more than a con- 
firmation of privileges which the proteftants 
had obtained fword in hand fronn preceding 
kings, and which Henry the Great confirmed 
to them voluntarily from the throne.*^ By this 
cdidi of Nantz, which the name of Henry the 
Great renders more celebrated than any other, 
cVenr lord of a fief veiled with power of capital 
juri(ai£tion, was permitted the full exercife* 
within his own caftle, of the pretended reformed 
religion. Evely lord, not poffcfled of fiich power, 
Was allowed thirty perfons to be prefcnt at di- 
vine fervice. The full exercife of this religion 
Was tolerated in every place under the imme- * 
diate jurifdi£tion of a parliament. 

TheCalvlnifts were free to print books in every 
place where their religion was permitted, without 
applying to their fuperiors. They were declared* 
capable of holding all the great offices and dig- 
nities of ftate; and every thing on their fide 
appeared favourable, the king having created the 
lords of Trjmcufllc and Roni dukes and peers 
of France. 

D 3 A new 
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A newchamljer was purpofely formed in th^. 
parliament of Paris, conflfting of a prefident andT 
fixteen counfellors. This court, which wa». 
called the Chamber of the £di£t, took cogni* 
zance of, and determined all caufes that con* 
cerned the reformed, not only in the immenfe 
diftridt of Paris, but likewife in that of Nor«* 
mandy and Brittany. Indeed there never was 
hut one Calvinift admitted by right among the 
counfellors of this jurifdidion j but as the prin«- 
cipal dcfign of it was to prevent thofe vexatious 
actions of which the party complained ; and as 
men always value themfelves upon difchargtng 
a truft by which tliey are diftlnguiihed, this 
chamber, though compofed ofcatholicS}alway& 
rendered the mod impartial juftice to the Ha« 
guenots, as they themfelves acknowledged. 

^ They had a kind of lefler parliament at Ca^ 
fires, independent on that of Touloufc. They 
had like wife ^courts of juftice at Grenoble and 
Bourdeaux, compofed of one half Roman Ca« 
thoiics nnd the other Calviiiifts. Their churches 
aifcntbled in fynods in the fame manner as the 
Gallican church. Thefc privileges, together 
with many others, incorporated the Calvinifta. 
with the reft of the nation. ' It was in cShSt 
fufteriag enemies to league together ; but the 
authority, the goodnefs, and the addrefs of this 
great monarch, kept them within bounds dii^ 
ring his life. 

After the tragical and much lamented death 
of Henry IV. during the weaknefs of a mino* 
rity, and under a divided court, it was bardljr 
poffible for the republican (pirit of the refonDed 
not to abufe their privileges, or for the courts 

feeble, as it was, nqt to attempt to leftnua 
* them* 



OrCALiriKisif. 55 

Tlie Hogociiocs had already cflaUUhcd 
m Fiance, in imitation of thole in Ger* 
The deputies of thele circles were fre- 
of a fisditious turn, and there were 
: paitj iti^f Icreral noblemen of unbounded 
The duke of Bouillon, and above 
aD the dokr de Rohan, the chief who was 
m the g re atcft credit among the Huguenots, 
faoa harned the reftlets ipirit of the preachtrs 
and the blind zeal of the people, into an open 
jtevoK^ The general afinnbly of the party in 
1616 had the bcddneis to prelent a rcmonftrance 
ff> ihe court, in which, among other inlblenc 
they demanded a change in the king's 
In the lame year 1616, they took up 
i in feveral fJaces, and through the audacious 
mcaar of the party, joined to the dirifions 
JM the conit, the public hatted againft the fa- 
■o iuites y and the nnfettled ftate ^the nation, 
cioy thing was fM- feme time in the utmoil 
aSofrdcw and confiifion* Nothing prevailed b-jt 
fcditiofttj intrigues, menaces, iDfurrcctirr.f, 
ttcatics made in hafte, and broken as fpecc::?y, 
wrhich made the famous cardinal Btn:i%*oj:!:o, at 
that time nuncio in Fraisce, fay, that he hzd 
ifeen witne(s of nothing but ftorms. 
- In ^e year 1621, the cal*'inift churches of 
France <rfrered Lefdigueres, that foldier of tor- 
tane, who was afterwards made conftable, the 
command of their armies, with a falary of an 
hundred thon&nd crowns a month. But Lef^ 
digoicrcs, who was more clear- ilghted in his 
ambition Aan they in their fjctions, and who 
knew them weil^ as having commanded them 
beibre, chofe rather at that time to fight againft 
i than be at their head, and inifcad fj€ ac- ' 
D 4 ccpt- 
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inj: their offers, turned catholic. The partf 
i\Ki rwards applied to the marechal duke' of 
Kouillon^ who returned for anfwery that he ww 
too old. To conclude, they conferred that 
unhappy employment on the duke of Rohan»' 
who jointly with his brother Soubife had tba 
iiifoicnce to make war upon the kinfi^of Frince* 

The fame year the conftablc de Luinea car* 
ricd Lewis aIII. from province to province* 
Ik' reduced to obedience upwards of fifty cittefy 
;ilmo(l without reftftance,. but failed before 
Muntauban, whence the king had the mortift* 
cation of being obliged to decamp. Rochdle 
Has lefic^ed in vain; that citv continued ta 
defend itlclf both bv its own flreng^h and the 
fuccours it received from Kngla^: and tlM. 
duke dc Rohan, a traitor to his country^ con- 
iluded a peace with his foverefg/iy like Qiia 
erowi.cd head treating with another^. ^ 

After this pcacc,and the death of dm coiw. 
0..l!e dc Luines, there wasa neceffity of re- 
newing the war, and Rpchclle was again be* 
i\' ged i that city, which was always in league 
a,;:4jn(l its fovereign with the Engliih, and the 
Calvinids of the kingdom. A woman, (the 
n^other of the duke of Rohan,) defended this 
city a whole year againd the Line's army, 
againftthe adtive diligence of cardinal Kichelieu, 
and the intrepid valour of Lewis XIIL who 
braved death more than once at this fiege* 
The city fuffercd all the extremities of famine, 
and would not have been reduced at laft, had it 
f\ot been for the mole of five huiklred feet lonff, 
wl^ich cardinal Richelieu ordered to be made 
acrofs the mouth of the hat hour, in imitetion 
of that which Alc;(andcr the Great formerly 

raifed 
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nifed before the city of Tyre. This ffupm- 
doms work at once fubducd the fca and the 
Rodiellers/ Guiton» the mayor of Rochelle, 
who had formed the dcfign to bury himfelf 
Vidcr the ruins of the place, had the boldnei's, 
after having furrendered at difcretion, to appear 
before cardinal Richelieu, attended by his :^uard5, 
the mavors of the principal Huguenot cities 
being allowed this mark of honour. Guiton's 
guards however were taken from him, an J the 
city was divcfted of its privileges. The duke 
of Rohan, chief of the rebellious heretics, flill 
continued the war again ft his prince ; and find- 
ing himfelf abandoned by the Englifli, though 
proteftants, he entered isito an alliance with the 
Spaniards, though caih'jlics. But the firm be- 
haviour of cardinal Richelieu fcTced the Hu- 
guenots at laft, after being defeated on all llJc5> 
to ruc>mit. 

AH the edicts granted them before this tife, 
having been fo many tr?it*es made with their 
kin ^5^ Richelieu rofolved innt the one; h ^ >"' »'^v- 
etf them on this occ:tri>n Qv i:M bcca'lij Tiie 
Ed IS of G'-ace. The kinz in it 'peaks in the 
ftyle o* a prince who pa- Jons. Tne exercifv! of 
the new religion was foi^id in Roclulle, the 
Iflc of Rhe, Olerori, Piivs?, and Pamlcrs; 
in other refj^ects the eJicI of Nant^ wrs fuifcr- 
cJ to rem .in ; which, Vv the Calviniils, was 
aiwavs 1 Ivvd u;- :i r.s th/ir funJainenMi law. 

It r>eri*d f'liicw h.it (Iranzc that cardinal dc 
Richelieu, ^v•^^ v.ms (-^ a. folute and daring, did 
not t.>jaliy a o'.fh rhii famous edict ; but at that 
time he h.i 1 :o'Tict"'^i''g el»e in view, more dif- 
ficult perh '.p^ in the execution, but not lo:*s 
contoimable to the extent of his au^bition and 
D 5 « tiia 
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the loftiners of bis dcfigns. He aimed at the^ 
glory of fubdutng the minds of men, which he ' 
thought himfelf capable of eflTeding by the 
greatnefs of his underftanding, his power, and 
his politics. His project was to gain the mini-^ 
ftcrs, ^to bring them nrft to acknowlcge that the' 
Roman-catholic woiihip was not criminal in 
the fight of God ; to lead them afterwards by 
degrees^ to give up fomc points of little im- 
portance, and to appear in the eyes of the court 
of Rome as if he had yielded nothing at all* 
rte made fure of dazzling one party of the re- 
Ibrmed, of feducing the oth^r by prefents and 
penfions, and to appear at length to have 
united them to the church ; leaving to time 
to accouiplifh the reft, and indulging him-- 
fclf in the glorious profpe£l of having effed- 
ed, or prepared the way for this great work, and 
palling for the author of it. 1 he famous fa* 
ther Jofeph on one fide, and two minifters he 
had gained on the other, fet about this nego- 
tiation. But rt appeared that the cardinal bad 
tnade too fure; and that it is more difficult to 
adjuft the differences of divines, than to raile 
mules in the ocean. 

Richelieu, thus difappointed, refolved en- 
tirely to crufli the Calvinifts 3 but cares of an- 
other nature hindered him from carrying his dc- 
itgn into execution. He found himfelf obliged 
to combat, at the fame time, all the grandees of 
the kingdom, the royal family, the whole houfe 
of Auftria, and frequently Lewis XIII. himfelf.. 
At length, amidft all thefe ftorn^s, he ended his 
days by a premature death, before he was able; 
to complete his vaft defigns, leaving behind 

hini 
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him a jiame more dazzling than dear and vene- 
rable. 

In the mean time, after the taking of Ro* 
cbelle, and the publication of the £did of Grace, 
the dvO wars ceafed, and their remained only 
a trifling controverfy. Large volumes were pub« 
Itihed on both fides, which nobody reads at pre* 
fcnt. The clergy, and efpecially the Jcfuits, 
aimed at converting the Huguenots. The Ki- 

i^uenot preachers endeavoured to brinj^ over 
ome catholics to their opinion. The king's 
council was bufied in iiluing arrets about a bu-> 
rying-ground, which the two parties were dif- 
pating in a village ; about a chapel built on 
ibme ground formerly belonging to the church ; 
about fchools, the jurifdiclion of caftles, inter- 
ments, bells, and ^he like ; in which the re- 
formed feldom gained their cauie. Thefe tri- 
fling difputts were all now left of the former 
devaflations and ravages. The Huguenots 
were without a leader, ftiice they had left the 
duke of Rohan, and that Sedan had been taken 
from the houfe of Bouillon. They even made 
a merit of remaining quiet during the factions of 
the Fronde, and the civil wars excited by the 
princes of the blood, the parliaments, and the 
btfhops, when they pretended to make the king; 
an offer of their fervice agaijift cardinal Maza- 
rine. 

There were fcarccany difputes about religIo» 
during the life of this minifter. He made no 
fcruple to bcitow the place of comptrollcr-jrene- 
ral of the finances upon a Huguenot of foreign 
cxtraflion, named Hervard. The reformed were 
all of them admitted into the offices of the re- 
venue without exception. 

D 6 Col- 
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Colbert, who revived the induftry of the M* 
tion, and whom France may look upon as thtf 
founder of her commerce, employed a great 
number of Huguenots in arts, manufadures^ 
and the navy. T hefc ufeful engagements, which 
fully occupied them, ioftencd by degrees the 
epidemic fury of controverfy; and the glory 
which, for fifty years together, furroundeu the 
throne of Lewis XiV, added to his power, and 
the firmnefs and vigour of his adminidratioiiy 
extin^uiihed in the Calvinift party, as well as 
in all orders of the ftate, the leaft idea of re« 
fid^nce. The magnificent fcafts of a gay and 
gallant court thresv an air of ridicule on the 
pedantry and refervc of the Huguenots. In 
proportion as good tafte improved, the pfalma 
of Marot and Beza began to inf ire dtfguft. 
Thefc pfalms, which had charmed the court of 
Francis II. feemcd only calculated f©r the po-^ 
pulace in the reign of Le\\is XIV. ^o nd phi-' 
loft)phy, which began to make its way in th«j 
world towau's the midijlc of this age, helped 
ftill more to put men out of conceit with reli- 
gious (Vii'pvAr^, 

iiut v/hi!e rcafon was gradually extending^ 
her infl cnceover men, the Ipirit of cortroverfy 
itftir Ic. JHJC inftruireriial in prcftrvlng the 
peace of the flate : for the jdnihiiih begin- 
txitvd^ a'-' Mt thjj time to .\y\yt r wiih (one rcpu- 
tiifion, •ih'^v acquired a co; fiilcruhlc fliare in the 
chc en ( fhofe u ho are iond ol (uch lubtleties. 
11. vy wrote at the farTC time againft the Jefutts 
and ifij uenofs } th i'e latter anfwered the Jc* 
it'it<( and tiic JinfiiiitU. 'The Lutherans in the 
prr/viri'.e of AiUce attacked all the three* A 
p4pcr-w«r an;oi»g fo many dtiFerent k£bf at a 

time 
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Ane when tbe ftate was engaged in great de« 
^ns, and the government was powerful, couldf 
not ^ of becoming, in a few years, only an 
amcrfefnent for the idle part of the nation, 
wlifcfay (boner or latter, '^ways firfks into in- 
dmerence. 

Lewis XrV. was exafjjcf ated againft the fcc- 
tsries in religion, by the continual remon- 
firances of his clergy, by the court of Rome, 
;(nd cfpecially by the chanceHor le Tellicr and* 
bis fon Louvois, both enemies to Colbert,* and 
Who had refolvetl to rcot out the reformed as 
irb?!$, becaufe Colbert protected them as ufe- 
fbl fut^eSs. Lewii^, wholly a ftranger to the' 
fundamental points of their doftrine, looked 
upon them, not withoutlreafoni as old re vol- 
ters not entirirly quelled. He applied himfelf*^ 
at firft to undennine by degrees, ^nd on all 
fide?, the fabric oftheir religion : churches were' 
ttken from them on tlie moil fl::nder pretexts,' 
and forbid to marry the daughters of catholics ; 
but in this they feemed to want policy, or at 
leaft to be ignorant of the power of a fex with 
which the court was otherwife Co well acquaint- 
ed. The intendants and the bifhops endea-. 
voured, by the moft plauflblc contrivances, to 
get Huguenot children awiy from their parents. 
Colbert had orders, in 1681, not to admit any. 
perfon of this religion in?o places in the reve«. 
nue. They were excluded as much as poilible. 
from the corporations of arts and trades. The 
king, however, though he kept them under the 
yoke, did ndt always make them feel the whole' 
weight of it. EdiSs appeared, forbidding all 
violence againft them ; infinuations were ming- 
led with fcvcrities, and the oppreffiohs the)' la-' ' 
' boured 
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boured ttnder were at leaft covered with a Aew 

of juftice. 

One very efficacious iipftrumentof converfion 
was particularly ufed upon this occafion, which 
was money} but they did not make a fufficient 
ufe of the expedient. PeliiTon had the charge 
of this fecret fervice ) the fame Peliflbn who 
was fo long^ a Calvinift^ and who is fo well 
known by his writings, his copious eloquence^ 
and his attachment to the fuperintendant Fou- 
quety whole fecretary» favourite, and vidlim, 
he was. He had the good fortune to be con« 
vinced of his errors, and to change his religion^ 
at a time when that change openrd a way to 
fortune and preferment i he took the ecclefiaf* 
ttcal habit, and obtained feverai benefices, and 
the place of matter of requefts. About the 
year 1677, the king entrufted him with the 
revenues of the abbies of St. Germain des Prez^ 
and Cluni, together with the levcnucs arifing 
ftom the third part of all favings^ the whole to 
be diftributed amongftthofe who would become 
converts. Cardinal le Camus, bi(hop of Gre* 
noble, hnd already tried this method. Peliflbn, 
charged with this ncgpciation, fern money into 
the provinces, recommending ai the fame time 
to thofc who had the care of dillnbuiing the 
flimn, to make as many convnts »& p<.>flibie 
with a tittle cxpcncc. omall (unis uiflributcd 
to A few indigent wretches fwi^llcil the lift^ 
which PcliiVon prcfented every tin re months to 
the king, pctlu.iding him ur the (mm' tunc, that 
every thing upon «arih would at Iwiigth give 
way to bis generofity and power. 

The council, cncouragi d by thcfe fntall fuc* 
ceflesi which time would have tendered more 

COQp 
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cofifiderable^ adventured in 1681 to iflue a. 
declaration, permitting children to renounce 
their religion at the age of ieven years : under 
the tti^dow of this decree^ great numbers of 
children were feized in the provinces, in ordef 
to make them abjure; and troops were quaf* 
tbred upon the houfes of their parents. 

This precipitate Hep of the chancellor le Tel* 
lier and bis fon Louvois was the occafion, that,, 
in 168 If a great many families of Poitou, 
Saintonge, and the neighbouring provinces^ 
abandoned the kingdom. 

Strangers with eagernefs took advantage of 
this circumftance s the kings of England. and 
Denmark, and the city of Amfterdam in parti- 
cular, invited the Calvinifts to take refuge in 
their territories, promifmg them ample fubfif- 
tance« Amfterdam alone undertook to build a 
thou(and houfes for fuch as ihould fly, thither 
for an afylum. 

The council foon perceived the dangeroua 
confcquences of a too fpeedy ufe of authority, 
and thought to find a remedy in that very au- 
thority. They were fenfible how neceffary ar- 
tifans were in a country where commerce flou- 
rfflied, and feamen at a time when they were 
eftablifbing a naval force. The puniHiment of 
the gallies was therefore denounced againft all 
of tbefe profeifions who fhould attempt to quit 
the kingdom. 

It bemg obferved that a great number of Cal** 
vinift families fold their eftates, a proclamation . 
immediately appeared, confifcating all thofe 
eftates, in cafe the feller (hould leave the king- 
dom within a year. The perfecutibn asainft , 
the minift^rs wm now refumed with double fe^ 

verity/ 
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verity. Their churches were (hut up upon die 
moft frivolous pretences, and all the rents left 
by will to their confiftories, were applied to the 
bofpitals of the kingdom. 
• The mafters of Calvinift fchools were forbid 
to receive boarders. The minifters were taxe<^ 
and proteftant mayors were deprived of their 
right of noblefle. The officers of the king^s 
boufhold, and the king's fecretaries, who were 
proteftants, had orders to refign their places. 
None of this religion were any longer admit* 
ted, either among the notaries, attorneys, or 
advocates. 

The clergy were ftriSly enjoined to ufe their 
iitmoft endeavours to make profelytes, while 
perpetual b^nifhment was denounced againft 
thole proteftant minifters whofliould make any. 
All thefe ordonrances were publicly foUicited 
by the clergy of France, who, like children of 
a houfliold, were refclved not to fliare their ia- 
herit.-'nce with aliens introduced by force. 

Peliflbn went on buying converts ; but Mad. 
Hf^vnrd, widow of the comptroller- general of 
the fi.:ances, animated v ith that zeal for reli- 
gion which has been obibrved in all ages to be- 
long to the Won^en, fent as much money to pre- 
vent rcnverficns as Pel fflbn had done to procure 
them* 

,o At length the' Hiiguenots took cou- 

rage, and rofe in fome places. They 
aflembled in the Vivaresand in Dauphiny, near 
the places where their churches had been demo- 
lifhcd. They were attacked, and they defended 
thf mfelvcs. This was a fmall fpirk of the fire 
of our arrier.t civil wars. Two or three hun- 
dred mrlcrable Wretches, without a leader^ 

without 
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withoitt towhSy and even wiAotit any regular 
plan of defign, were difperfcd in a quarter of aiv 
hour. Their punifliment immediately followed 
their defeat. The iotendam of Dauphiny ca«fe(t 
die grandfon of the. minifter, Chamier, who^ 
bad drawn up the edi£( of Nantz, to be hrolte* 
Hfxm the wheel. He is ranked among the nioit* 
famous martyrs of the fed; and the name of 
Chamier has been long held in veneration b/ 
die proteftants. 

The intendantof Langucdoc canfed ^g • 
the minifter Chomel to he broke upon ^ 
the wheel. Three mons were condemned .t<y 
the lame panifliaicnt, aird ten to be hammed ^ 
but they faved themfehres by flight, and were 
only .esMcuttd in effigy. 

All thde rigorous proceedings infpired terror^' 
and at the £rm tnae ckicreafed theipirit of ob- 
4inacy. ; Ic is but too well kiilown;» that f6dff^ 
become more attached' co a- religion in propoT* 
tioo as they fufier for iits £ribe. 

And 90W it was, diat tbo6 about the king' 
infinoated to him,' that, after barnng fekit mijj 
iionaries into all the provinces, it behoved himf 
likewife to fend dragoonr* Thefe violeneey 
ieemed very ill tuned^ and were the confcw 
quences of the fpsrk wfaitb then prevailed iMji^ 
court, that ercry. thing oug^r to fubmit to the^ 
will of Lewis XIV. Thefe ooMnfirflors never^ 
conftdered that the Hurueaots wei« no longef 
the fame as at Jamac, Moncontour, and Cou--' 
tras ; that the rage of civil vnt was now ex« 
tinguiihed ; that this mafanly^ of long conti** 
nuance, was now upon the decline ; thst everf 
thine has its' limited time of duration With man^ 
kino; that, if thefiMhers had beenrebeb under 

Lcwia 
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Lewi& XIII% their children were, become Roed 
fubje&s under Lewis XIV. It was feen in Evig''* 
land» Holland, and Germany, that many feStSf 
who bad torn each other in pieces during tM 
laft age, now lived peaceably together wttbiii* 
the walls of the fame city.. Evei^ thing proved, 
that an. abfokte prince might be equally well 
ferved by catholics, and by proteftants. The* 
Lutherans of ^face were unanfwerable proofs 
of this maxim. In the end, it appeared, that 

2ueen Chriftina was not miilaken in what flie 
tys, in one of her letters on die fiibjed<of thefie^ 
oppreffions and defertions ^ f* I look upon- 
France as' a patient, whofe pbyficians order his' 
legs and arms to be cut off, to cure him of m 
diforder which patience and mild .tMauneW 
Yirould have entirely got the better of." 
. Lewis XIV. who, in feizing upon Strafbui^ 
m i6Siy engaged to proteA Lutheranifin,. miefat* 
naveaded in the fsime msDner by Calvinifin; wtndl 
time wcnild have infi^nfiUy aboKfbed^atit tyf^ff 
dqr dimi^fbes the number of Lutheraneiif Atface. 
i^Ottld it be imagined, that in putting this forct 
upon a great number of his fubjeds, he would 
Bot lofe many more, who, in fpite of all bis 
cdi^ and guards, would by flight avoid a vio* 
knee which they looked upoo.asa horrible per- 
iecutton*? and,, in fad, why flioaid a millfO» 
of people be compelled to hate a name fo dear 
and precious, and to which both proteftants 
and catholics, Frenchmen and ftranjeers,' had" 

Sreed to join the epithet of Great? Policy it* 
f feemed to require a toleration of the CaM* 
Aifts, in order to oppofe them to the continual 
pretenfions of the court of Rome. It was about 
ttkis very time too^ that the king^had openlf 

broke 
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Weke with pope Innocent XL* ther declared, 
enemy of France. But Lewis reconciling- the 
interefts of his religion with thofe of his gran* 
deur, was refolved to humble the pope with* 
one handt and crufli the Calvinifts with the 
other* 

He confidered tbefe two enterprizes as^ pro- 
du^ve of that luftre of glory, of which he waSf 
in all things fond even to a degree of idolatry., 
The biihops, feveral of the intendants, and the. 
whole council^ made him believe that his troops 
would, by their bare appearance, finiih what 
1^ liberalities and miflions had already begun^ 

He- thought that in this he did no more tham 
make ufe of his authority ; but thofe to whom, 
that authority was conmiitted, exerted.it with, 
extreme rigour. 

Towards the end of the year 1684, and ia 
the beginning of i68<v when Lewis XIV. al7 
ways urongly. aimed, had nothing to fear from 
any of his neighbours,, troops were fent into all 
the cities and caftles vfhtic the proteftants were 
moft numerous ', and as the dragoons, who at 
that time were very ill difciplined, committed 
the greateft excefles, this execution was called 
the X>ragonade. 

. .All poi&ble care was taken to guard the fron- 
tiers, in order to prevent the flight of thofe wha 
weredefigned to be reunited to the church. It 
was a kind of chace carried on within a large 
Cnclofure. 

A bi0iop, an intendant, a fubdelegate, a cu-^ 
rate, or feme other perfon in authority, marched 
at the head of the foldiers. The principal 
Calvinift families were aflembled, efpecially^ 
thofe who were deemed mofb tra£lable. They 

re- 
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renounced their religion in tKe name of the nctf^ 
ifnd thofe who continued obftinate were given 
up to the foldiery, who had every licence but 
that of killing; neverthelefs, many perfons 
were {o cruelly treated, that they died foon after. 
The pofterityof the refugees in foreign countric5^ 
ftill cry out againft this perfccution of their fa- 
thers, comparing it to the tnoft violent the 
church ever fuftained in the firft ages of Chrifti- 
anity. 

It feemcd a ftrange contraft, that fuch cruet 
and mercilefs orders (hould proceed from the 
bofbm of a voluptuous court, cRftinguHhed for 
ibftnefs of manners, the graced, and all the 
^charms of focial life. The inflexible charader 
of the marquis de Louvois -appeared too plainly 
in this affair ; and we fee iait the fame geniin^ 
^hich bad propofed to bury Holland unoer the 
Waves, and afterwards laid wafte the Paliathiattf 
With fire and fword. There are ftill extant, 
letters written with his *own band in the year 
1685, and conceived in thefe terms : •* It is the 
king's pleafure, that fuch as refiife to conforni 
to his religion fhould be puniihed with the ut- 
moft rigour, and pirtrcularhr thofe who alFed 
the foolifli glory of being the Jaft to comply." 
* Paris was not expofed to thefe vexations ; 
fhe cries of the fufFerers would haVe made them- 
felves heard too near the throne. 

While the churches of the reformed were thus 
every where dcmolifhed, and abjurations were 
demanded in the provinces with an armed force, 
the edid of Nantz was at laft revoked, in the 
month of OAober 1685 : this completed the 
ruin of that fabric which was already under- 
mined on all fides. 

Thf 



OfCALVINISy, 6f 

The Chamber of cheEdidhad been fupprefled 
fonie time before, and the Calvinift counfellori 
in parliament were ordered to refign their 
places. Arrets of council followed one upon 
aoethef) like thunderbolts, to extirpate the 
remains of the profcribed religion. That which 
appeared to be the moft fatal was the order 
for feizing the children of the pretended reform- 
ed, and putting them into the hands of their 
neareft catholic relations ; an order againft 
which the voice of nature cried fo loudly, that 
it was never carried into execution. 
' But in this celebrated edi^, which jd.^^ 
revoked that of Nantz, they feem to ^ 
have paved the way to an event direSly contrary 
to the end propofed. The intent was to pro* 
cure a re- union of the Calvinifts to the national 
church throughout the kingdom, Gourville» 
a man of confummate judgment, whom Lou* 
vols confulted in this anfair, advifed that minl« 
fier, as is well known, (o imprifon all the 
preachers, and releafe fuch only, as being gain« 
ed by private penilons, would abjure in publxct 
and might by this means contribute more to 
the defired union than the mif&onaries and (oU 
diers. Inftead of following this politic advice^ 
an ediiSl was iflued, ordering all the miniftera 
who refiifed to renounce their religion to quit 
the kiogdom in fifteen days. It was fprely the 
utmoft blindnefs to imagine that in driving away 
. the paftors, a great part of the flock wpiUd not 
fbUovir* It was presuming extravagantly upoa 
power, and betraying a Very flender knowleg^ 
of mankind, to fuppofp that fo many plccrated 
hearts, fo many imaginations heated with tbfi 
idea of martyrdom, efpccially in the.£)utbem 

parts 
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parts 'ef France, would not run all rifks to gB 
and publifh their conftancy, and the glory of 
their exile, in foreign countries, when (6 many 
nations, envious of Lewis XI V« wer^ ready to 
receive them with open arms. 

The old chancellor ie TelUer, when he figned 
the edi£b, cried out in an ecftafy of joy : rftme 
dimitiis fervum tuum^ Damne^ quia viderunt oitdi 
meifalutart tuum. ** Lord now letteft thou thy 
fervant depart in peace, for my eyes have feen 
thy fadvation." He did not imagine that he 
was then fettiog his hand to an ad, which 
would Ibe produaive of the greateft mifchief to 
his country *. 

His fon, Louvois, was no' lefs deceived, 
when he thought that a bare order of his would 
be fufficient to (hut the frohtier-pafTes and fea- 

Eorts, againft thofe who thoueht their duty ob- 
ged them to fly. Induftry, wnen employed Co 
elude the law, is always too ftrong for autho- 
rity^ The gaining over fome few of the guards 
was fufiicient to favour the flight of a number 
of refugees* No lefs than fifty thou&nd fami* 
lies quitted the kingdom in the fpace of three 
years ; and were afterwarde followed by others^ 
' who carried their arts, manufadories, and riches. 



* la reading the foneral-oration of thii chancellor* pro* 
Doonced by Bofloet, we fee him reprefented aa a good and 
a great man. If we look into the Annals of the abbi de 
St. Pierre, we (hall find him a mean-fpirited and dng^ 
root coart-fycophant, one particolarly fliilful in the ait o£ 
cahimaiatiog, of whom the count de Grammont laid om 
day, on feting him come out from a pri? ate cootetsce 
with the king i '< Mcthinka I fee a fox that hat jnll beta 
devouring a brood of cbickeu^ and is lUuog hit lipa, r 
vicb tbaif^blood,** 
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Jtito odier countries with them* Almoft all the 
north of Germany, a country till then rude and 
Toid of induftry, received a new face from the 
'Biidtitudes tranfplanted thither,' who peopled 
whote cities. Stuffs, gold and filv^er lace, hats^ 
^flockings, fwTnerly bought of France, were 
•now-mariiifadkired in thofe countries by them. 
A part of the fuburbs of London was peopled 
.^^tirely with French manufadurers in filk, 
others carrre(f thither the art of making chryftal' 
in perfe£tion, which was about this time loft 
^a France. The gold which the refugees brought * 
with them, is flill very frequently to be met 
with in Germany *. 

• Thus France loft about five hundred thou- 
fand inhabitants, an immenfe quantity of fpecie, 
and what is ftill more, the arts with which her 
•enemies enriched themfelves. Holland gamed 
•excellent officers and foldiers. The prince of 
Orange, and the duke of Savoy, had entire re- 
giments of refugees. Some went even as far as 
the Cape of Gc^ Hope to fettle. The nephew 
of the famous du Quefne, lieutenant-general of 
the marine, founded a fmall colony at that ex- 
tremity of the globe'; but it did not profper, 
for moft part of thofe who went on board pe- 
riflied.by the way. 

in vain the prifons and galleys were fiire4 
with thofe who were flopt in their flight; what 
'COttld be done with fuch a multitude of wretches 
«whom ) fuflerings made more hold ? how could 

. • -Tha coiant d^Avanx^ .in his letcere, fays he was iii« 
fynotdp that at London there were fizty tboufand guineae 
.coined with the gold ythtdti the refugees bad Cent over ttA^ 
tlier I but this account is too much cooigs^imMd. 

perfons 
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Mr{ora bred to the law, and in&tm obi OMb 
$e left to perifh in the galleys ? Some hiiadfcds 
were fent over to America: at length tbeGpim- 
(cil beRaa to think, that if they x^o lo«gfr {Mice 
^hibited leaving the Idngdpm, (he .minds of the 
[people being no longer inftigated by the kant 
pleafure of diibbeying^ defi^rtions woiUd beoone 
lefs frequent. But here they were again mif- 
taken, and after leaving the paflages opea, 
.guards were a iecond time planted to no pucr 
fc^e. 

After all thexhurcl^s of the reformed Wfie 
^deinolilhed and their p^ors bani(hed« nothing 
more remained but to re.tatn in the Roman 
.communion, fucfa as through fear or perfua- 
iion had quitted their religion* Therewereabottt 
'four hundred thoufand of thefe in the kiag- 
. dom *. Thefe were obliged jto go to mais, and.to 
<;ommuoicate i fome who refufed the jhoft after 
having once received it, were burnt alive. The 
bodies of fuch as refufed to receive the ben^ 
,ment at their death were drawn upon a huidlk, 
and left unburied. 

Pcrfecution alyvays makes profelytes, eipe* 
cialiy when it happens t^ encounter a heat of 
'enth>4iiafm. The Calvinifts aflembled evaiy 
where to fmg their pfalms, though the penalqr 
of death was denounced aeainft all fuchjas ibould 
bold thefe aflemblies* Mii>i(Wra returning, imo 

I ■»■ ■ I i u » ——^1^ 

• It bM been feveral tines aOsrtcid in print, dist tiart 
Hill remained' three milliont of the reformed in Fraaoiu 
ThU U IB infViirerabre exaggeration | Mr. tfaville reckdied 
^t «mi luindrsd (biwfand in UnsfSMdoc, and hie aoeoott 
le easft. There ere not abosw fifeeen tboufand in Pwii* 
awl tlierf m iMreral dtiee, and tfcn wbote provliicei» In 
which tberp^ am ooa» . 

5 ^ 
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Ak IsH^doa were Kkewife to fiificr dctth, tnd 
•-fcinrd of fiftr-five rheiifmd livret was pron 
aifedtD wfaolbevcrilioiild iji&mn againft thein« 
&Tcra] retuiTied, and were either hanged or 
bnkm upon the wfaed. 

The fea, however, flill fubfifted, though iq 
lypgjrance crufiied. It vainly hoped in thq 
war of 1689, that king WiUiam, who had de-« 
tkiooed has father-in-law, who was a Romai| 
cathoUc, would fupport Calvinifm in France ^ 
but in the war of 170I9 fanaticifm and rebels 
iion again broke out in Lasguedoc 

It was nowibme confiderable time fince, in the 
fDOttOiaias of Cevennes and Vivares, certain 
peHbnshad appeared, pretending to the gifts of 
infpifatton and prophecy. An old Huguenot 
oaned des Serres had there kept a fcbool of pro- 
phets. He dircded children to thofe words of 
faipture: *♦ When two or three arem^t toge- 
ther in 8iy name, my fpirit'flia!! be in' the 
nidft of them ; and if you bad faith like a 
g;rain of muftard feed, you would be able to 
lemove mountains." He afterwards received 
the fpirit, was befide himfelf, fell into con- 
ifulfions, his voice changed, he became im mo- 
Table, with his hair {landing on end, accord-* 
ing to the ancient ufage of all nations, and the 
rules of prophetic madnels, handed down from 
generation to generation. The children under 
bis care thus received the gift of prophecy; 
and if they were not able to remove mountains, 
ft was becaufe they had fiaith enou^ to receive 
the fpirit, but not to work miracles ;• accord- 
ingly they redoubled their zeal and fervour 
to obtain this laft gift. 

Vol.. IX. E Whilft 
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Whilft the Cevennet was thus the Ichaol 
of enthufufiD, feme of the minifters called 
apoftles returned (ecredy to preach among the 
people. 

Claude Brouflbn, of a conftderable famSf 
in Ninies, a man of eloquence, of great z€a^ 
and in the higheft efteem among ftrangers, re* 
turned to preach in his own country in 1698* 
He was convided, not only of preaching con* 
trary to the edi^, but of having about ten yean 
before held private correfpondence with tbeene* 
tnies of the ftate. The intendant Bav'tlle con* 
demned him to be broke upon the wheel* He 
^gg died after the manner of the firft martyre^ 
Ail thofe of his own fe^ and even all 
foreigners, far from confidering him as a crimi* 
nal of ftate, faw inliim only a faint, who bad 
fealed the faith with his blood. 
' After this, prophets began to ftart up everr 
where, and the fpirit of phrenzy redoubled. 
Unhappily in 1703, an abbe of the family of 
Chaih, an infpedor of the millions, obtamed 
an order from tlie court, to Ihut up in a con* 
\^cnt two daughters of a gentleman lately con* 
verted. "Inftead of conveying them to the con- 
vent, however, he carried them to his own 
caftle. l*be Calvinifts took the alarm, flocked 
together in crouds, broke open the doors, and 
fet the two young ladies at liberty, with other 
perfons, they found confined there. They after- 
wards feizcd upon the abbe, to whom they made 
an offer of his life, on condition he would change 
his religion ; upon his refufing^ one of their 
prophets cried out, *• Die then fthe fpirit con- 
demns thee, thy fin be upon thine own head !** 

and 
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aad infiaiidy he was (hot to death* Immedi- 
aieJf after this exploit, ther feized the receivers 
of die capitation tax, and hanged them with 
Aeir roUs about tbeir necks; after that thejr fell 
iqioaall die prieftt their met, and mailacred 
them without mercy. Finding tbemfelves pur- 
filed, diey retired amidft the woods and rocks* 
Their nnmber daily increaied. Their prophets 
and prophetefles declared to them, as from God, 
dot the eftablifliment of Jenifalem and the fall 
of Bal^lon was now at hand. The abbe de 
Boorlie appeared unexpeAedly among them, in 
the midft of their wild lurking places, and brought 
diem money and arms. 

This man was a fon of the marquis de 
Guiicard, the king^s fub-fl;overnor, wbo was 
one of die wifeft men in die kingdom. The 
ion was unworthy of fuch a father. Hav« 
ing taken refuge in Holland on account of 
Iboie crime, he now came to excite a revolt 
ifl the Cevennes. Some time after, he went 
to London, v/here he was arrefttd in 171 1, 
for betraying t:be En^ltlh miniflry, as he 
had before betrayed his own country. Being 
brought before the council in order to be ex- 
amined, he fnatched up a long pen-knife, wbicb- 
lay upon the table, and which feemed proper 
for perpetradng his purpofe, and with it wound- 
ed the lord treafurcr Harley. Upon this, he 
was fent to prifon loaded with irons. He pre<* 
vented the punifliment prepared for him by a 
voluntary death. This was the man then, who, 
in the names of the Engiiib, the Dutch, and the 
duke of Savoy, came to encourage the fanatics, 
and promife them powerful fuccours. 

£2 Great 
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. Great part of the country: fimiund 

'7^3 them fecretly. Tb^ii* w»r-cry (if ^ mty 
fo t^rm it) was ^^ -Liberty of* oonfeitacc wad no 
taxes." Thi3 cry ficiiK^d the papulau:c every 
where, .an4 thefa . «a4 f|tfi9ttc9 juftjfied Lewis 
XiV. in bis defigo of extirpniiag Calvinifin* 
But had not the ediiS of N«nt« bieo iwokadf 
there would have been no fuch frenzies and in^ 
furre&ioflf to quell. 

The king» at firft, (ent marihal de Mont-t 
revel with feme troops, who made war upon 
thefe wretches as they deferved. Thole who 
were taken prifoners were broke upon the 
wheel, or burnt at the. ftake. But then the 
foldiers, who fell into their hands, were made 
to expire by the moft cruel tortures. The kinf , 
who was engaged in war on all fides, oouM 
only fpare a few troops to fend againft them. 
It was a matter of no fmalldificulcy to furpriib 
them amidft rocks almoft innacce^ble, in ca* 
Terns, in woods, whither they retired -by on* 
frequented paths, and whence they f^lied agiio, 
like wild bcafts from a forcft. They even defeat- 
ed a body of marine troops in a pitched battle. 
Three marfhals of France were employed 
againft thcro fucccffivcly, 
. Marfhal de Mont-revel was, in 1704^ fuc- 
ceeded by marflialVillars, who, finding it more 
difficult to come at them, than to defeat tbem^ 
after he had infufed terror into them, he pro* 
pofed a general amnefty. Some amongft diem 
gladly accepted of it, finding themfelves difap- 
pointed of the fuccours they expeded from 
Savoy. 

I'he TToft confido-able of their chiefs, and in* 
deed the only one who defcives to be mentioned. 
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was Cavalier. I have leen bkn finoe in Hdhnd 
and £n gland • He was a Uttle, fair man^ of ai^ 
agreeable and engaging counteoance. Hisi 
party gave bim tbe name of David: from 4 
baker's boy, he, at tbe age of twenty- thr€e,p 
became the chief over a great multitude of 
people, through his oiyn courage, and the .abid- 
ance of a prophete(s, who got him acknowleged 
chief, by an exprefs order of tbe Holy Ghoft« 
He was found at the head of eight hundred men, 
whom he had formed into a regiment, at the 
time that the amnefty was propofed. He de-9 
manded hoftaees of marflial V illars, which were 
fent him. He then came to Nimes, accom^ 
panredby one of the chiefs, while he conclude. 
•d tbe treatv with the marflial.^ . . 

He promifed to form fouc regiments of thqt 
revolted, who were to fervc the king • 

uoder four colonels, of whkb he was '^ ^ 
to be the firft himfelf, and to have the n^ming^ 
of tbe other tbree« Tbefe regiments w^re to 
be allowed the free exercife of their religion^ 
like the foreign troops in the pay of France ;' 
but this freedom was to be permitted no wberc^ 

Tbefe conditions were accepted, wb«n emif-^ 
firies from Hollatid arrived, with prefents and 
promikef to prevent their being carried into 
fxeciidon. They fucceeded fo well, as to 
draw off tbe. |M:tnctpal .fanatics from Cavalier : 
but he, having given his word to marihal Vil- 
lars, was refolved to keep it. He accepted a 
colonePs commiffion, and began to form his re- 

S'lment) with a hundred and thirty men, who 
ill continued faithful to him, 

£ 3 I have 
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I have frequently heard, from marfhal Vil- 
lars's own mouth, that he aflced this young 
Inan how, at his years, he could have acquir* 
td (o great authority over men fo favage and 
undifciph'ned. His anfwer was, that, whenever 
they difobeyed him, his prophetefs, whom 
they termed the Great Mary, became imme* 
diately infpired, and condemned to death the 
refradory, who were immediately executed 
without any further ceremony*. Having my* 
ielf, fince that time, put the fame queftion t^ 
Cavalier, he returned me the fame anfwer. * 

This very extraordinary negociation happen- 
ed after the battle of Hochftet. Lewis XIV, who 
bad fo haughtily profcribed Calvinifm, conclud- 
ed a peace, under the name of an amnefty, with 
a baker's lad, and marflial Villars prefented him 
with his colonel's commiifion, and a brevet or 
grant of one thoufand two hundred livres pit 

The new colonel went to Verfailles, to re- 
ceive orders from the fecrctary of war. The 
king when he faw him Ihrugged up his (houU 
ders. Cavalier, finding himfelf dofely obferv- 
ed by the miniftry, was apprehenfive of fome 
foul play, and withdrew into Piedmont, from 
whence he afterwards paffed to Holland and 
England. He ferved in Spain, and commanded 
a regiment of French refugees at the famous 
battle nf Almanza. A circumftance which 

* Ihift circumAance (hould be met witb in the uueoM- 
inoirs of marflial Vilfars. The firft volume I know to be 
of hit writing, becaufe it igreei with a manufcript that I 
h«vf feen ; the two other volumes are by another ban^ 
ami differ widely in m»ny rrfpe€(s» 

hap« 



OfCALVINISM. 7^ 

happened to this re^tnient (hews to what a 
pitch the rage of civil war may be carried^ 
efpecially when heightened by religion. The 
regiment comrnanded by Cavalier happened to 
be oppofed to one of the French. As foon a* 
the men knew each other, they began a bloody 
fight with their bayonets, without nring a finglc 
mulket. I have already obfcrved, that the bay- 
onet is of very little ufc in a battle., The be-» 
baviour of the front line of three deep, after 
having thrown in their fire, ufually decides the 
fate of the day : but here rage and fury exceed-^ 
ed the brightefl deeds of valour ; there were 
not above three hundred men left alive out of 
thefe two regiments. Marihal Berwick was 
wont to relate this adventure with aftonifhr 

Cavalier died a general-officer, and governor 
of the iiland of Jerfey, with a great reputation 
for valour, retaining nothing of bis former 
tranfports but courage, and having by degrees 
fubftituted prudence in the place of a fanatic 
fury, which was no longer fupported by any 
example ♦. 

Marfhal Villars, being recalled from Langue- 
doc, was fucceeded in command by marfhal 
Berwick. The ill fuccefs of the king's arms 
had emboldened the fanatics of Languedoc, who 
expe£led fuccours from heaven, and received 
them from the allies. Money was fent to them 
by the way of Geneva. . They waited for oiB- 

* Matters are here a little too much exaggerated. Cava- 
lier was always reckoned an hbneft man in England ; but, 
bis underflanding was ever held in contempt. He was only 
lieutenant-governor of ^ Jeifeyj a place of no great conf(»- 
quence. 

^ E 4 oers 
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eeP9 to be fcnt them from HoUand and Eng^ 
hnd) ^d they had mtelUgence in all the tOMrnt 
ef the province. 

We may Tank in the number of the grcateft 
eonfpiVacies that wihich thoy formed to feme 
the duke of Berwick and the intendant BavtUe 
at Nimes, to make I^nguedoc and Dauphinv 
revolt, and to introduce the enenvy into ihete 
provlncesr The fecret vww kept by upv?ardi of 
a thoufand confpirators. The indifcration of a 
fingie perfon difcovrred the whole. Upwarda 
of two hundred died by the hands of the ex6« 
cutioner. Marflial Bcrvi^ick deftroyed without 
mercy all thefe unhappy wretches that came 
in his way. Some died with their arma in tlieir 
hands -, others upon the wheel, or atnidft the 
flames i foniet more addi£led to prophecy chaa 
the ufe of arms, found means to eicape into 
Holland. The French refugees there received 
them as meflengers from .heaven.: They went 
forth to meet them finging pfahns, and ftrew* 
ing their way with boughfs of trees. Theie pro* 
phets went afferward^ to England ; but findio^ 
that the epifcopal church there had too muck 
rcfemblance with that of Rome, they drove to 
fet up their own ; and ib ftrong was their con^ 
iidence, that, not doubtina b«t with a great 
{bare of faith they (hould be able to peiform 
miracles, they offered to raife a perfon from 
the dead, and even any one that (hould be cbo- 
fen. The populace are every where the fame^ 
and the pre(byterians might have joined cHofe 
fanatics agaiiul the cftabliflied church. The 
EngliOi miniftry therefore took that courie 
which fhoukJ be always taken with workers of 
miracles. They were allowed to take up ^ 

dead* 
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dead'body in the church-yard of the cathedral. 
The place was fiirrounded with gua/ds ; every 
Aing pafled in a juridical manner, and the 
fcene ended with fentenctng the prophets to 
ftand on die pillory. 

Tliefe cxc^lea oip fanatkifm could meet #itli 
but little enoooragemcnt in England, where 
phiWibphy began to eftablifh its reign. The^ 
had ceafcd to dtfturb Germany fince the treaty 
m£ Wdlpbaiia, by which equal protedion was 
given to the tlu^ religions, the catholic^ the 
evangelic> and the informed. The republic of 
the United Prorinces, by a politic toleration^ 
admitted into its bofom all religions whatever. 
In fliort, towards the end of this century, 
France was the only ftate that experienced any 
violent ecddBaftical difputes> notwtthftandtng 
the progfefeof reafon. 

This reafon^ which « fo flow in introducing 
itielf among the learned, could as vet hardly 
make its Way tothedoAors, and ftU! lefs among 
the common people* It requires to be iirft efta* 
hUflied among thofe of fupenor rank and capa* 
city, from whence itdefcenJs lower by degrees, 
till at length tt comes to govern the people, 
even though they are unacquainted with it j 
but feeing their fuperiors behave with prudence 
and moderation, they learn to do the fame them* 
felves. This however is one of the great works 
of time, and that time was not yet come*. 

• Mr* de Voltaire cannot be too much commended for 
the rpirit of independence, candour, and modentioo, fo 
to6blj and fbspmtly difplayed in this chapter. 
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Of *J AlilEm$U. 

CALVINISM from its very nature nek 
cefTaril y produced civil wars, and fhook the 
foundations* of ftates. Janfenifm could only 
rai(e theological difputes and paper wars; for 
the reformers of the fixteenth century havina; 
deftroyed all the ties by which the RomiiE 
church held mankind, having treated what flie 
held moft facred as idolatry, having fet open 
the doors of her cloifters, and given her trba* 
Aires into the hands of the laity, it neceflarily 
followed that one of the two parties muft l>e 
fiibdued by the other i and indeed the religion 
of Luther and Calvin never appeared in any 
country without being the caufe of bloodllied 
and perfecution. 

But the Janfenifts did not attack the church, 
nor did they ftrikc at her fundamental tenets, 
or her wealth ; but by writin? upon abffraded 
queftions, fomctimes againn the Calvinifts, 
Ibmetimes againft the Catholics and the Pope9 
decrees, they at length fell into general con- 
tempt ; and their (t& is now defpifed by almcft 
all Europe, nocwtthftanding that it has been 
fupported by feveral perlbns of diftinguiflied 
tharaJ^ers and abilities. 

While the Huguenot party was an objeA of 
the moft ferious attention, Janfenifm rather 
perplexed than difturbed the ftate. This 
controvcrfv, like many others, had its rife from 
abroad. It ^*as begun in 1552, by a certain 

doaor 
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ioEtoi of Louvain, named Michael Bay, or 
Baius, according to the pedantry of thofe times. 
This man took upon him to maintain certain 
propofitions concerning; grace and predefUna- 
tion. This queftion, like almoft all others in 
metaphyfics, had its foundation in the labyrinth 
of faculty and free will, in which all ages hav^ 
been bewildered, and where man has no due 
to dired his fteps. 

The fpirit of enquiry, which has been im- 
planted in us by the Creator, and is a neceflary 
incitement to guide us to Inftnidion, too often 
carries us beyond the proper bounds, in the 
f2me manner as many other movements of the 
foul, which if not ftrong enough to carry us 
to extravagant lengths, would perhaps want 
fufficient power to excite us properly. 

Thus mankind have run into difputes upon ' 
^hat is underftood and what is not underftood : 
but the ancient philofophers always carried on 
their controverfies peaceably ; whereas thofe of 
our divines are frequently bloody, and always 
turbulent. 

The Francifcans, who underftood as little trf 
tbefe points as Michael Baius himfelf, looked 
upon the dodrine of free-wiUas overthrown, 
and the tenets of Scot us in dangeri They had 
before been irritated agalnft Baius, on account 
of a difpute of much the fame nature ; fo that 
they referred feventy-fix of his propofitions be- 
fore Pius V. And Sixtus Quintus, then gene- 
ral of the Francifcan order, was the perfon who 
drew up the bull of condemnation in the year 

Whether through the fear cf expofing them- 

fclves, a diflike to entering into a difquilition on 

E 6 fuch 
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fuc6; fufetretiesj.or an indifference and contempt 
ibr thp thefcs pf 3aiti$, they condemned h^ 
Teventy-fix propoutions. in general as favouring 
pf herefyi ill-founding, raQ]> and fu(picioutf^ 
without fpecifyrng any thin£ in particular, or 
entering into a detail. This method of pro- 
ceeding, borders very near upon abfolute poveer^ 
Und leaves little room for difputation. The 
doftoj^ ef Louvaia were greatly confounded 
.when tbey received the bull. There was one 
particular fentence in whfch by the pofition of a 
comma, certain opinions of Michael Baius were 
cither condemned or aflmitted. The univerficjr 
fent a deputation to Rome, to know of his ho- 
linefs where the comma was to be placed. The 
court of Rome, which had other bufinefs upoo 
Its hands, fent the deputies back with no other 
anfwcr than a frefhcopy of the bull, io which 
there was no comma at alL This wa^ depo* 
fited in the archives. The grand vicar, who(e 
name was Morillon, inftfted that the bult ought 
to be received, *' even though it (hould be er- 
roneous." Morillon was certainly right in a 
political fenfe j for undoubtedly it is much bet- 
ter to receive an hundred erroneous bulls, tlian 
to reduce as many towns to a(bes, as the Hu- 
guenots and their adverfaries have done. Baiua 
took Morillon's advice, and quietly retra^d 
bis opinion. 

Some years afterwards, Spain, which was a$ 
fruitful in.fcholaftic writers as it was barren ia 
philofophers, produced the Jefuit, MoHna, who 
thought he had clearly difcovered the manner 
in wliich God a£b upon the creature, and bow 
the latter reiifts his operations. He diftinguiflied 
between natural and fupernatural orders, pre 

defii- 
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deffinatton to grace, and prcdcftinadon togTory ; 
preventing and co-opcratinff grace. H? was 
thefirfrwbo invented the do&rmc'oftrottco- 
nitant concurrence,, of intermediate knowledgev 
and congruifm. The two latter in parriciuar 
were new ideas. God, bf his intermediate 
knowledge, ftilfiiHy confuks the will of man 
to know what man would do if he was affifted 
with his grace, and then according to the u ft 
which he forefccs a free agent wouTd mak* 
thereof, he takes his meafures for difpofing man ; 
and thefe meafures make* what is called con- 
gniifin. 

TheSpanifli Dominicans, who underftood n^ 
more of this explanation than the Jefuits, but 
were jealous of them, declared in their writings 
that ** Molina's book was the forerunner of 
Antichrift/ 

The court of Rome took cognizance of this 
iifpute, which was then under the confideration 
of the grand inquifitor, and with great prudence 
impofed fiJencc upon both parties, which how* 
ever was obferved by neither. 

At length the affair came to be ferioufly plead- 
ed before Clement VIII. and to the difgrace of 
human underftanding, all Rome took part in 
the caufe. A Jefuit, by name Achilles Gaillard, 
affurcd the pope, that he had certain means to 
reftore the peace ofthc church ; and very gravely 
propofcd to allow of free predcftination, pro- 
vided the Dominicans would admit the mediate 
fcience, and reconcile the two fyftems as well 
as they could. The Dominicans refufed to ac- 
cept of Gaillard's expedient. Their famous 
brother Lemos maintained preventive concur- 
rence 
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rence as the completion of a£tive virtue* Nniftv 
berleis congregations ftarted up on thisoccafion, 
without knowing any thing of what each other 
meant. 

Clement VIIL died before he was able to 
reduce the arfi;uments on each iide to a clear 
fenfe. Paul V. renewed the tryal : but as he 
was engaeed in a conteft of greater importance 
with the Venetian ftate» he put a ftop to all 
thofe meetings, tl^en known by the name dt 
Auxiliis. This name, by which they arc ftill 
known, and which is equally obicure with the 
difputes in aueftion, was given them becaufe it 
iignifies afliftance, and that this controverfy re- 
lated to the affiftance which God gives to the 
weak will of mankind. Paul V. terminated 
the affair, by enjoining thatwo parties to Ihrc 
in peace. 

While the Jcfuits were thuseftablifbing their 
do£lrine of mediate knowledge and congruifm, 
Cornelius Janfeiiius, bifhop of Ypres, revived 
feme ofBaius*8 notions in a large volume which 
he wrote on St. Auguftin, and which was not 
printed till after his death > fo that he became 
the head of a (eA without once dreaming of it« 
This book was fcarcely read by any one, not- 
withiianding the difturbancc it has occadoncd* 
But du Verger de Hauranc, abbot of St. 
Cyran, a great friend to Janfenius, a man as 
violent in his temper as he was prolix and oU- 
fcure in his writings, came to raris, where he 
found means to gain over feme young dodors 
and old women. The Jeluits applied to the 
court of Rome to have Janfenius's book con- 
demned, as a fupplcirent to that of Baius ; this 
they obtained in the year 1641. But at Paris 

the 



die faculty of dimes^ and all thofe wko dealt 
in argumentation, were divided in their opinions. 
There, did not feem much to be gamed by 
adopting the fentiment of Janfenius, that God 
commands impoffibilities. This do&rine is 
seitber {ibiloibphical nor confolotary. But the 
lecret . [deafure of being of a party, the general 
odium which the Jefuits had incurred^ the de-> 
fire of being fingulary and a reftlefTnefs of 
mind formed a fed. 

The faculty condemned five propofitions of 
Janfenius, by a plurality of voices : thefe five 
propofitions were extraded from his book witb 
great fidelity, as to the fenfe, but not in jiis 
own words. Sixty dodlors appealed to par- 
liament for an abufe, and the parties were fum- 
moned to appear before the. Chamber ef 
Vacations. 

The parties themfelves however did not 
make their af^earance. But on the one hand 
a dofi:or named Habert, ftirred up the minds of 
the people againft Janfenius, while on the other 
fide, the famous Arnauld, the difciple of St. 
Cyran, defended Janfenifm with all the force of 
an impetuous eloquence. He hated the Jefvits 
even more than he loved efficacious grace, and 
. was held in ftill greater hatred by them, a? be-r 
ing born of a father who having applied him- 
felf fb the bar, had pleaded with great vehe- 
mence for the univerfity againft their eftabljfli- 
*ment. His family had acquired great credit, 
beth in the army and long robe* His genius 
and the circumftances in which he then was, 
^determined him to engage in a paper war, and 
to fet up for the head of a party : a kind of 
ambition which makes all others give way to it. 

He 
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He co^mimied to wage w«r agaiiift the J^foiti 
till he wAS'eiofhty yettw df ag^ There are an 
hunclmd and f6ur voiufnfir of faia wtltiagj of 
vi^hkh hardly one b at- prefbnt tso be^ toffi4 
Among the' daffical books wMdi are fhe' otu 
Bamenrs of thie age of LewU XIV. and ai% 
juftly deemed the library of all nations. His 
works were all- of them in grcM togtio at th9 
time he lived,- toth on account of the reputation 
of the author, and the then waitnth ofdi^pii:^ 
tatiot). But that ifirarnffh'js nowallajred, and 
the bootcs theinfelves m a tnianiHtt- m^otfitn, 
I^oneof tiiem are now regard^d^ bilt thoik wUMi 
fimply relate to reafonitig f hts gepmdtry, his 
rationa) grammar, and hh logic, in trhfch he 
was deeply read. No orte was ever bom with 
a mor9 phil^fo^cal turn 6f mind ; ' bnv hit 
^ philofophy was corrupted by a fpirit of taAion^ 
which hurf'fed him iEixvay i arid for afabv^ ftxty 
years involved a geniud formed to entighr^n 
mankind in wretched fehool difpatatidns, and 
in thofe evils incident to oVftinacy of opinion. 
• Tile imiverfity was divided with rdatton to 
the five propofitions, as were Hkewife the bi* 
flK>ps. Eighty-eight of the French bifliopa 
wrote in a lx)dy to pop^ Innocent 3C requefting 
him to give his decilion, and eleven others be^ 
fought him not to do any thing in the affair. 
Innocent proceeded to fentence, and condemned 
each propofition apart, but without once quot* 
ing the pages from whence they were extraded^ 
or thofe which preceded or followed. 

This omiffion, which would not have been 
done in civil matters in the meaheft court of ju^ 
dicature, was done by the Sorbonne, the Jan* 
fcnifis^ the Jefuits, and the fupreme pontilR 

The 
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Thehafis of the five oondcmned fM'opditions is 
erideiidj to be found in Janfenios ; you hifve 
AochiM noore to do than to look into Vo}. Ill* 
•f the Parit edition, printed in 1641, whare^* 
in po^ 138, you will- find thefe very words : 
^ All dHs plainly and evidently demonftFate^,' 
^ai Aere is nothing -mofe oertain and funda- 
mental in the dodrine of St. Auguftin, than tbaf 
there are certain commands iropoflible, not only 
to the unbelieving, die blind, and the harden-'* 
cd, but even to the (aithful and righteous, not-^ 
withftanding their will and efibrts, according 
to the firength they are endued with ; and 
that diey fail of grace, which can alone ren- 
der thofe commands poflible.'* Wc atfo read 
in ^Skge 165, " That, according to St. Auguf- 
tine, Jcfus Chrift did not die ror all men.'* 

Cardinal Mazarin obliged the afiembly of the 
clergy to receive the p<^*8 bull onanimoufly* 
He was at that ti»e upon codd terms with his 
kolinefs ; he did not love the Janfenifts, and 
with good reafen hated all ^^tions. 
- The French church (eemed now reftnred to 
peace ; but the Janfenlife wrote ft> many let- 
ters^ quoted i^ often St. Auguftin, and got (b 
many female converts to engage in their inte- 
refts, that Janfenil'm prevailed more than evei^ 
after the hull was received. 

A prieft of St. Sulpice thought proper to re- 
fiife absolution to Mr. de Liencburt, beca^fe it 
bad been laid he did not believe the five propo- 
fittons to be in Janfenius's book, and that hd 
harboured heretics in his^houie. This -was :i 
freAi fubjcd of icandal, and occafioned a new 
paper war, in which Dr. Arnauld diftinguiihed 
himfelf^ and, in a Ictrer which he wrote- to m 

real 
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real or imaginary duke or peer, be maintainetf 
that the propofitions which had been /condemn- 
ed were not in Janfenius, but were aclually 
to be found in the writings of St. Auguftin, and 
feveral other fathers. He moreover added ^ that 
*^ St. Peter was a righteous man, in whom 
grace, without.wblcb we can do nothings was 
wanting.'' 

It is true that St« Auzuftin and St» John 
Chryfoftom had aflcrttd the fame thing ; but 
time and circumftancea, which change all tbingSf 
made Arnauld culpable. As the moft Terioua 
objed to one party is the fubjedt of pleafantry 
to the other,, it was faid on this occafion, that 
the holy fathers ihould have their wine mixe4 
with water. The faculty met, and chancellor 
Seguier appeared at the aiicmbly on the part of 
the king. Arnauld was cpndemncd, and ex-* 
eluded the Sorbonne in 1654. The appearance 
of the chancellor among the divines Wiore aa 
air of defpotic power, which difpleafed the pub- 
lic; and the care uken to fill the hall with f 
croud of mendicant monks, who were not wont 
to be feen there in fuch numbers, g^ve occafloii 
to Pafcal to fay in bis Provincial Letters^ 
'* That it was eaAer to find monks than argu* 
ments.'' 

The greateft part of thefe monks did not ad« 
mit of congruifm, intermediate knowlege^ nor 
the neceflitatine grace of Molina ', but they 
mainuined a efficient grace to which the bu* 
man will may confent, but never does ; an effir 
cacious grace which it may refift and doea not { 
and this they explained clearly, by faying, that 
this grace might be reiifted in the divid^y but 
not in the compoupd fenfe. 

If 
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If thefe fublime matters are not very skgree* 
able to human reafon, the opinion of Arnauld 
and the Janfenifts feems too much to agree witk 
pure Calvinifin. This was exaAIy the ground 
of the quarrel between the Gomerians and Ar- 
minians, which divided Holland as Janfenifm 
had divided France ; but in Holland it became 
a political fa£l:ion, rather than a difpute be- 
tween perfons at leifure. It ftained the fcaiFold 
with the blood of Barnevelt, a deed of atrocious 
violence, which is now held iadeteftation by 
the Dutch, after having had their eyes opened 
to the abfurdity of thefe difputes, the horror of 
perfecution, and the happy neccffity of tolera- 
tion, the refource of wife governors againft the 
fhort-lived enthufiafm of thofe who delight in 
controvcrfy. In France this difpute produced 
only a few edi6ls, bulls, lettres de cachet, and 
pamphlets, becaufe the ftate was at that time 
employed in quarrels of more importance. 

Arnauld then was only excluded the faculty. 
This fmall perfecution gained him a great num- 
ber of friends j but both himfelf and the Janfe- 
nifts had ftill the church and the pope againft 
them. One of the firft fteps taken by Alexan- 
der VII. on his fucceeding Innocent X. in the 
papal chair, was to renew the cenfures againft 
the five propofitions* The French bifliops, who 
had already drawn up one formulary, now 
framed a new one, . which concluded in this 
manner i ^* I condemn, both with heart and 
voice, the do<5lrine of the five propositions con*' 
tained in the book of Cornelius Janfenius, thac 
doArine not being of St. Auguuin^ whom Jaivr 
fenius has badly explained.'' . 

Thia 



This foffaiuhry was afterwards to be fuft* 
ibribed, and the biihops prefentcd it to ail thofc 
in their diocefes Who were fufpcftcd by them. 
Tbey required ike tmn^ of Poit Royal of Paris 
Jtnd Port Royal dcs Champs to fign it, Thefe 
two houfes were the faniSluaries of Janfenifm, 
» being governed by Arnauld and St. Cyran. 

There was an houfe fet apart near the mo- 
liaftry of Port Royal des Champs, whither fc- 
ttral learned and pious men had retired, but 
heiidftrong and Jinked together by coiiformrt/ 
of opinion : here they amufed themfelves with 
inftrudling a feleft fet of young perfons. PVom 
this fchool came the celebrated Racine, a poet beft 
acquainted with the human- heart of any, in the 
world- Pafcal, the chief of French fatyrifts^ 
6)T Defpreaux Was but the fecond,- was inti« 
mately connedlcd with thefe illuftrioas and dan- 
gerous reclufes. The formulary was prefentcd 
to the fitters of Port Royal of Paris, and Port 
Royal des Chaoips, for them to fign ; but tbcy 
made anfwer, that their confciencc would not 
permit them to acknowlege, with the pope and 
bffhops, that the five propofirions were in Jan- 
ienius's book, which they had never read j th«t 
his meaning had certainly hem miftaken, and, 
though the five p^opofitions might perhaps be 
erroneous, yet that Janfenius himfelf was not to 
blame. 

' This obftinacy of theirs incenfcd the court. 
I>*Aubray, the lieuienatit-ctrtl (for at that time 
there was no lieutenant dc police) went to 
Porv Royal des Champs, and obliged the religious 
reclules to quk the place of their retirement, to-' 
gether with the young people whom they edu*- 

cated ; 
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: the £hw ciflK tbcy thfcaievcd to fic<i» 
tmf ifac cvoBoaairioi but dirj woe £»ci by 

de PcnicTy aboankr in the 
roffAePortRopl of Paris aod okn 

due ccfcuiJiCii PafcaC was ^fgirM wim a 
^ofbcrcTCss at Pact Rcnral cbef 
ioi a AmnmmKf of kiSag oae of the cborns ot 
Cfic crown wtuth had been put on the head of 
oof Sot MM2X. Tkis tfaom had been a long tia;e 
pgfa te il at Poa RojaL It w€md not be rcrjr 
ckTj tao pmne bow it was |veicrred askd uaDf-* 
foittd §pata JemfMsn to the Ibborfas of St« 
Jases* Hnwever, this rocmg lady kijied the 
Gtan, and hafymcd to be ciued of her diU> 
csder a flioft tiois afterwards. Upoo tins occa^ 
fioBy liKj <rtd not £ul n> declare ajid aSnc^ 
tisdt ii>? bad been cured in zo inAant of a dan* 
2CR»a» £L'£ lachnrmal^ Tbcs fomig woman 
L^cd tiii ihejcar 172&. Sevcrsj penbos vho had 
brsd a roniidfrabfce time with her, aiTjred me, 
ctat her core had been verf ioog, whjch is ia- 
deed die OHjft piobabie. But it is very unlikeir^ 
cnat God, who has not wrought acr minc.cs' 
tfis ^ring cnrcr to our holj rdizioo three fiounhs 
of the earth, who are eich^r ihangers to h^ cr 
hell it. in abbocrcnceB ihould hare interr ^pCfd 
tbe or<kr al itat^re, in larour of a joun^ giri, 
iek oricT to y^tiitj a dozen ouns, wao preteaied 
cut Comciias Jan^ius did not write ten or 
tarelv e Un^s wbkra were aJicribcd to bun, cr that 
he wroce them with a dlfexent incemioa to tiiat 
isafot^ to hina 

Tfte miracle, however, made fa great a noiie, 
tkat the JeiUa -iiirn not uenv the leihiT of it. 
Taej Ufecrefbfc ieit^ upon tae £<Jicoie of working 

nkiracles 
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niiracles on their fide, but they did not fuoceed 
equally well: the miracles of the Janlenifls 
were the only ones in fafhion at that time. A 
few years afterwards thefe latter performed an- 
other miracle. One lifter, Gertrude of Port 
Royal, was cured of a fwelling in her leg. This 
prodigy however met with no fuccefs : die 
time for thofe things was paft, and fifter Ger- 
trude had not a Pafcal for her uncle. 

The Jefuits, though they had both popes and 
kings on their fide, were entirely funk in the 
opinion of the people. They revived agatnft 
them the old ftories of Henry the Great, whoft 
ailaffination was plotted by Barriere, and exe» 
cuted by Chatel, who had been educated in 
their fchools ; the punifhment of father Guig* 
nard, and the banifhment of their fociety from 
France and Venice. Every method was prac- 
tifed to render them odious. Pafcal Went ftill 
further, he made them ridiculous. His Provin- 
cial Letters, which made their appearance at 
that time, were models of eloquence and rail- 
lery. The beft comedies of Moliere have not 
snore wit in them than the firft part of thofe 
letters, nor the writings of BofTuet more fubli- 
mity than the latter. 

. It is true, that the whole of this book is 
founded upon falfe priiKiples. He has artfully 
charged the whole fociety with the extravagant 
opinions of fome few Spaniih and Flemiih Je* 
fiiits ; which he might with equal eafe have 
deteded among the cafuifts of the Dominican 
and Francifcan orders ; but the Jefuits^ alone 
were the perfons he wanted to attack. In thefe 
letters, he endeavoured to prove that they had a 
fettled defign to corrupt the morals of mankind : 

ade- 
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a ilefign. which no fed or fociety ever had or 
ever could have. But his bufinefs was not to 
be right, but to divert the public. 

The Jefuits, who at that time had not one 
Mod writer amongft them, could not wipe off 
the fcandal caft upon them by this book, which 
was one of the beft written that had yet ap- 
peared in France, fiut nearly the fame thin^ 
happened with regard to them in their difputes, 
as did formerly to cardinal Mazarin. The Blots, 
Marignis, and Barban^ons, had diverted aH 
France at his expence, but the cardinal ftiU 
tontinued mafter of the Icingdom: in liice man* 
ner, thefe fathers had fufficient intereil to pro«> 
cure an arret of the parliament of Provence, 
ordering the Provincial Letters to be burnt, by 
which they made themfelves ftill more ridicu* 
lous and odious to the nation. 

The principal nuns were carried away from 
the abbey of Port Royal by a guard of two hun- 
dred men, and difpcrfed into other Convents, 
none being allowed to remain but fuch as would 
iign the formulary. This affair interefted all 
Paris. Sifter Perdreau and After Paflart, who 
fubfci ibed this formulary, and prevailed on Tome 
others to do the fame, became the fubjeds of 
lampoons and humorous fongs, with which the 
town was over-run by a parcel of idle perfons, 
who fee nothing but the ridiculous fide of 
things, and make themfelves merry with every 
occurrence, while thofe of a flncere faith are 
afflided, adverfaries find fault, and the govern- 
ment takes its own meafures. 

The Janfenifts became ftronger by perfecit- 
tion. Four prelates, Arnauld bifhop of An- 
gers^ brother to the doflor, Buzenval of Beau- 

vais. 
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-vaisy PaviUdn of Alf(^ and Cadet of HuimrK 
the.^£uiie who afterwards oppofed Lewis XiV) 
on the fubjedof tbe Regale, dcciafed tbemielvet 
- ^ipenly againft the formularv. This was: a new 
fomulary, framed by pope Alexander VII. aUee 
in eveicy ilmg eflbntial tathcforaoer, rtctivti 
in Fracioeby -the biAiop», and even by tiM par* 
iiament. , Alexander, iucenfod at this opp«£* 
l!ion, iiamed nine French bi&ops tocommeiict 
a procefs againft their four refraSory brechreob 
Upon diiS' the fpirit of aaimoiity grew more 
cutrageous'than even 

But juft at the time that the flame of difp«^ 
«itipn was at the highcA, to knc^ whether five 
propoiftions were or were hoc in Janfeaias, Roi^ 
pigUofi became pope, under the name of Cle* 
tnent IX. and made every thing quiet for foroe 
time. He prevailed on the diflenting bifhops to 
fign the formulary ^nr^^^, inftead of purefy and 
fmply. Thus it feemed permitted to believe^ 
that tho' the five propofitions were condemned^ 
they might not be extra£bed from Janfenius. 
The four bi&ops gave fome fmall explanattont 
of their own, and Italian complaifance thus al- 
layed French vivacity* One word fubftituted 
in place of another, brought about this peace^ 
which is called Thi peace of Cletnent IX. and 
even The peace of the Churchy though the whole 
afFair had been only about a di^JHite, either u»- 
known to, or defpifed by the reft of the worlds 
it had been evidentever fince the time of Baius^ 
that the popes had always had in view to fufw 
prefs thefe unintelligible controverfies, and le 
bring the two parties to teach that moralitf 
which every one underftands. Nothing couM 
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be more reafonaUe than fuch an intention in 
the pontiffs ; bat they had to dea^with men. 

The govemnienr fet at liberty' the Janfcnifts 
who had been confined in the Bafliie, and, 
aqp«igft the reft^ Saci^ author of a verfion of 
the Teftament. Several nuns were recalled from 
their exile, who all figned the formulary fin-- 
terdf^ and thought they triumphed by this ex- 
prcffioo. Arnauld now came forth from his 
retreat, and was prefented to the king, kindly 
received by the pope's nuncio, and looked upon 
by the public as a father of the church. From 
that time he promifed to enter the Hfls only 
againft the Calvinifts, for he muft necdlarily 
be cn^ged in (bme kind of difpute. In this 
time of tranquillity he fent into the world his 
book on the Perpetuity of Faith, in which he 
was- affifted by Nirole, and this gave birth to 
the great controveriy betwixt them and Claude 
the minifler, a controvcrfy in which each party, 
according to cuftom, claimed the vidiory. 

The peace of Clement IX. having been given 
toreftiefs minds that were perpetually in move- 
ment, proved but o{ fhori duration. Secret ca- 
bals, intrigues, and infults, continued en both 
iides. 

The dutchefs of Longueville, filler to die 
great Conde, fo well known in the civil wars, 
and io noted for her amours, now grown old, 
and without any employment, became a votary 
to religion ; - and, as (he hated the court and 
loved intrigue, (he turned Janfenift. She added 
a wing to the abbey of Port Royal des Cham;^ $, 
whither (he retired fometimes with the reclufes. 
They were then in their moft flouriihing ftate. 
Arnauld,' Nicole, le Maitre, Herman, Saci, 

Vol. IX. F anJ 
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uni fevcral oiher perfon«, who, though JoTs fii* 

inouii^ had nevertbclefo confiderable fn«rit» aff 
firmblcd at her houfc. In the room of Chat 
fprighcly wit to which the dutcbefs had been ac* 
cudom^dat the Hotel Jc Rambouiller, they (uh^ 
{licutcd convcrfationfi of a more folid kina» ap4 
that nervous and animated fenfe which fo rt^ 
inarkably diilinguifhcd th«ir comiiofitions and 
diiVourlcd. They contributed not a little to dif* 
fufe true taUe and eloquence thro' France ; but 
unhappily they were flill more anxioua to fpread 
their opinions. They feemcd to be themfelvci 
n proof of that dodtrine of fatality with which 
they were reproached. It might be faid that 
tbey were carried away by an irreflftabte deter* 
mi nation to draw down upon themfelvea perle« 
cutioni for mere chimerical notions, when they 
might have acquired the mofl folid reputation, 
4md have enjoyed their liveu in a happy tran- 
ciuillity, by only renouncing thefe frivolous 
clirtnius. 

Hie Jefuicical faflion, who dill fmarted from 
ihe fatire of the Provincial Letters, ftirred hea« 
vcn and earth againft their ad vcifaries. Mar 
dame dc Longueviltc, being no longer able to 
/dim cabals in favour of the malecontents, went 
to woik in fu|)port of lanrcnifm. There were 
irr«|ucnt mrr*tin£>s at rat is, fomctimcs at ber 
houi'e, and fomctimcs at Arnauld's. The Icings 
who had altrady tcfolved to extirpate Calvi- 
nilht, would not (ufler a new fed. tic thrcat- 
^^ ncd them; and at lafl Arnauld, drctd* 
' '^ ::>g to encounter cncmictt armed with 
lovcttif'^n authoiity« umi being deprived of the 
fiipport of (lit* ditcchrS of Longucvillct whom 
ds.iih had Lady rubligj hun of| dutcrmined to 
4 quit 
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quit France for ever, and go to live in the 
Netherlands unknown, without fortune, and 
even without domefttcs ; he whofe neph^ 
had been minifter of flate, and who might him- 
fs\f have been a cardinal : but the pteafure of 
writing with freedom outweighed every other 
confideration with him. He lived till the yeJt 
2694 in obfcure retirement from the woHdi 
and known only to his friends, continually em« 
ployed in writing, always the phitofopher, fu- 
perior to ill fortune, and to his laft moments 
givjn ^ an example of a pure, rcfolute, and un- 
fhaken-foul. 

His party was always pcrfecuted in the ca- 
tholic Netherlands, called the Cquntry of Obe- 
dience, where the pope's bulls are fovereign 
laws ; they were ftill more harraflbd in f ranee. 

One thing very extraordinary is, that the 
queiHon, ** Whether the five propoficions werd 
really in Janfenius ?" was always the folc pre- 
text for thcfe little iiiteftine broils. The dif-' 
t\h€ti6it of de/a^o znAaejure now occupied the 
minds of many. At length, in 1701, they pro- 
pofed a theological queftion which was called 
Le cas de confcience par- excelUnce^ ** Whether the 
facraments could be given to a perfon, who, 
though he fubfcribed to the formulary, believed 
in his heart that the pope, and even the church, 
might be miftaken in fafls ?" Forty doflors gave 
it under their hands that abfolution might be 
given to fuch a man. 

Immediatelv the controvcrfy Was renewed ; 
the pope and bifhops infilled on beings believed 
upon fafts. Noailles, archbilhop of raris, de- 
creed that belief was to be given to divine faitli 
de jurfy and to human faith ckfa^o. Others 
¥ 2 again, 

59031311 
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again, amongft whom was Fenelon,.archbifliop 
of Cambray, who was not well pleafed with 
Noailles, demandeddlvine faith for the fa(^, it 
would haye been better perhaps to have cited 
the pafTagea in the book ixfelf ; but this was ne« 
vcr done. 

, Pope Clement XI. publiflied a bull in xycjt 
called Fineqm Dominiy by which he enjoined a 
belief de fa^lo^ without explaining whether il 
was of a divine or human faith. 

It \^as a new cuftom introduced into the 
church to make women fign thei'e bulls. This 
refpccEl was again fhewn to the fifters of Port* 
Royal des Champs, and cardinal de Noaillcs 
was obliged to caufe it to be carried to them by 
way of trial. They figncd it, without detraAing 
any thing from the peace of Clement IX. and 
confming themfelves to arefpedful filencsWb 
regard to the cafe defa^o. 

It can hardly be faid which is the moft e;Ktfa* 
ordinary, whether the confeffion infifted oa 
from women, that five proportions were con- 
tained in a Latin book, or the obilinate reftt(al 
of thefc nuns. 

The king applied to the pope for a bull for 
the fuppreffion of their monaftery. Cardinal 
de Noailles deprived them of the facrameocs9 
and their advocate was confined in the Baftik. 
All the nuns were removed into feparate coo* 
vents that were more obedient* The lieute- 
nant de police in 17C9 ordered their houfe to be 
razed from the foundation \ and lailly, in 171 1, 
all the bodies that were buried in the churcbf 
and in the church-yard, were removed from 
thence, and carried elfewberc. . 

The 
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The troiAIcs, however, were not fupprefied 
widi dib monaftery. The Jinfenifts were ftil! 
fer cahalKng, and the Jefuits for making them- 
Mrcs appear neceflarj. Father Quenel, a prieft 
of the oratorjr, a friend of the celebrated Ar- 
naiiM, and who accompanied him in bis retreat 
to Ins laft mcMncnts, had, in 1671, compofed a 
boc^ of pious refledions on the text of the 
New Teftament. This book contains fome 
■M^™*< which feem to favour Janfenifm ; but 
Chefe are blended with fiich a number of pious 
fentxinentSy and are Co replete with that foft 
poiiiafion which wins die heart, that the work 
was rec eived with univerfal approbation. The 
good tendency of this book manifefh itfeif in 
almofl every line, and it requires the minjteft 
leardi to difcover the faults. S^end bilhops 
bc flov f cd the highefl encomiums on this book, 
even when imperfect, which th^* confirmed, 
when the audior had put the finiming hand to 
it. I myfelf know that the abbe Renaudot, one 
of the moft learned men in France, being at 
Rome the firft year of Clement XI's pontificate, 
and going one day to wait upon this pope, who 
loved men of letters, and was himfelf a man of 
learning, found him reading father Quenel's 
book : ** This is, faid the pope, a truly excel- 
lent work ; ue have no one at Rome capable of 
writing in fuch a manner. I Ihould be glad to 
bring the author to my court.** Thb very 
pope afterwards condemned the book. 

We rauft not, however, confider diefe en- 
comiums of Cicment XI. and his fubfequent 
cenfure as a contradidion. A perfon may be* 
touched with the (hining beauties of a work at 
tne fiift reading, and afterwards condemn faults 
F3 which 
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which then cfcaped his notice. Of all the 
French prelates, cardinal de Koailles, archbifliop 
of Paris, gave the rtioH fincere conimendatiofis 
to this booK. He declared himfelf its patron when 
bifliop of Chalons, and the work was dedicated 
to him. This cardinal was a | erfon equally 
eminent for virtue and learning, of the moft 
mild and ami&bic dlfpofitidti, and a iincerr 
fric nd to peace, tic protedcd (bnic of the Jan«* 
frnlft' party, tho' not of their pcrfuafion ; and, 
withi-iit havinjj any great aiTc^lioa for the Je» 
i\)ic8, he neither injured nor feared chein» 

This order began to acquire great iniiuenc* 
v^hcn father la Chaife hskl the government of 
Lewis XIV's confcience, and in confecutence 
was the head of the Gallican chttrch. racber 
Qiienel, drcacting their power, had retired to 
jEirudcIs with the learned ^enedidline Gerberea^ 
d pricft named Bvigode, and feveral others of 
the Ume party, of which he became* the chiefs 
.nfter the death of the famous Arnanld, and^ 
lii(c him, etijoyed the flattering glory of efta- 
bliihin^^ to himself a fovereignty inuejpeadent 
of prince?, of reigninff over conlcienoes, 
and of being the (bul of a part^ compofed or 
the brif^htcft geniufes. The Jeftiits Soon fouad* 
out QiTcncI in hi3 retirement, and accnTed hinv 
to Philip V, who Ws(s ftill maUer of the Nether- 
lands, perfecuting him as they had done his 
martcr Arnauld with Lewjs XIV. Thejr ob- 
' r tained an order from the Spanish king 
'3 xo feiae the perfoo of theib religtoua re- 
clufei. Q^jcnel was thrown into prifon in tko 
urchbifliopric of Mechlin. A gentleman, who 
thought the Janfenift party would make his 
fortune if he could compafs the dclivcnuice of 

their 
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lltrirdiief) broke €tirou|h thp walls, and helped 
Qoinel to nuitee his efcape, who returned to 
Amftbrdam, where he died i» 17199 in an ex* 
tveme oid^asey after having contributed to e(la« 
VHb foafiejMii«mftch«rches in Holland: but 
Ais weak flock (don dwindled awaf . 

When Qudnel was taken into cuftodjr, they 
^ae the fame time feized upon his pliers, iiv 
which were found evident proofs of a formed 
|Mutv.. Them was a copy of an ancient con- 
t€aL& nadc by she- J^nfenifts with Antoniett» 
Bourignon the celebrated fanatic^ » woman of 
ffiott fortune^ who, ia the name of her fpiritual 
iireiAor, had porcbaied the ifland of Nordftrand^ 
Mcar HoHleint as an afylum for thofe whom flir 
pnetendoGk to aiibcmte into a^myftical fe£k^which^ 
flarprDpofed to eftaUiih* 
* Thi» Baurignon had printed, at her own esr* 
pence, nineteen ktrgevoluiiies«of pious meditA* 
tions, and ha/t (pent the half of her fortune int 
Dukiiig profely^ However, Ihe fucceededf 
only in making herlelf ridiculous ; and had 
0?tn fttflSrred all the perfecutions which are the 
cpnfequences of innovations. At length, de- 
ipainng of fecrting in her iflandi fte (bid it again* 
to the Janfiinifts, who, like herftlf, were in* 
capable -of making any eftabUihment> there*, 

Amongft the reanu(cr»pts of Q^ienel^ there 
was Ukewife found a projeS of a more cnminal 
nature, had it not been lb verv fooliih. Lewis* 
XiV» having fent the count d Avaux, in 1 684*, 
with full powers to grant a truce of twenty 
years to all the powers who were willing to 
accept of it, the Janfenifts, under the title of 
>* Thcdifciples of St. Aoguftin," had forme* 
F f . - tha 
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the idle fcheme of getting themfelves included 
in this truce, as if they had been really a form!- 
(lable party, as the Calvinifts had fo long been* 
l^his ridiculous projedi, however, was not ex- 
ecuted I but the propofitions of a peace between 
the king of France and the Janfenifts had been 
actually drawn up in writing. They had cer* 
tainly a view in this fcheme to make themfelvea 
too confiderable. This alone was fufficient to 
make them culpable j and Lewis XIV. wai 
eafily pcrfuaded to look upon them as a dan- 
geious fefi. 

He wanted difcernmenC, or he would have 
knowni that empty and fpeculative notions will 
iall of themfelves, if left to their own infigniii- 
cancy. It was giving them a degree of confe* 
qucnct^ which did not belong to them. It wai 
no difficult ' matter to make Oyfiiel's book 
appear culpable, after the author had been 
treated as a feditioui perfon. The Jefuits pre« 
vailed upon the king to petition himfelf for a 
CondcnmAtion of this book at Rome, This was 
in fadL condemning cardinal de Noailles, who 
had beeji on<i of its. moft zealous patrons. They 
pattered tbemfclves, and not without reafon^ 
that Clement XL would be ^lad of an oppor- 
t.unity to mortify the archbtlhop of Paris. It 
Hill be necefihry to obferve, that when Cle- 
ment X(. was only cardinal Albani, he pub«> 
liflied a book written entirely on Molenift prin* 
ciples, b^ his friend cardinal de Sfrondati> and 
th^t Noailles had cenfured it. It was natnrcl 
then to think, that Wiw Albani was become 
pope, he would at lead oppofe the encomffiims 
given to Qiicnel's bo<>k, as ihofb beftowed on 
his friend's book had been before cenfured. 

Ibis 
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TVsexpeAation proved to be well grouAded. 
Pope Clemenc XL in 1708, ifliied a decree 
agunft Queners book. But the fituation of 
temporal affairs at that time hindered this fpi* 
rioial bufinefs, which had been warmly folli- 
cited, from being carried on. The court was 
piqued au Clement XI. for having acknowleged 
the archduke Charles for king of Spain, after 
having before acknowleged Fnilip V. The de- 
cree was found in ibme places not valid, and 
'was receded in France, and the controverfy lay 
donnant till the death of father de la Chaife, 
the king's confeflbr, a man of a mild difpofitton, 
who was always ready to adopt pacific meafures, 
and who always kept up a good underlfandin^ 
with cardinal de Noailles, as the relation of 
•iDadam de Maintenon. 

The Jefuits had a right to appoint a con- 
fcfibr for the king of France, as well as almoft 
all the other catholic princes in Europe. They 
enjoy this privilege in virtue of their inftitu* 
lion, by which they renounce all eccleiiaftical 
dignities; fo that what their founder eflablifhed 
through humility is become the means of 
grandeur, in proportion as Lewis XIV. ad* 
vanced in years, the ofKce of confcifor became 
more import, nt. This place was given to fa- 
ther !c Tellicr, fon to an attorney of Vire in 
Lovrer Normandy ; a gloomy, hot-Iieaded, and 
inflexible man, who corxcaled the violence of 
his temper under the appearance of cool indif- 
ference : he did all the hurt that could be done 
by one in his office, where there are but too 
many opportunities of infpiring fuch fentiraents 
as one pleaiies, and of dciiroying an adverfary; 
and be had many private injuries to revenge. 
F s The 
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. The Jaoftnifts bad got one of hi$ books oil the 
ChtJiefe (xntnonitB coBdenned at Home. He 
had lilccWifo a perfonaj diflike to cardinal ^ 
NoallleSy and he wa^ not of a difpofition to re- 
. ftrain his paffions* He (bon raifed difinrbances 
in the whole church of France. In 17 ii, he 
drew up kKers end mandates to be figncd fay 
the bifllop^, and fent tbetn fevend 4rftidet of 
atcufation igainft cardiofai de Noaillea^ to whkb 
they hdA oniy to figa their naities. Soch prao- 
tttei meet wKh'pfopcr punithniint in fecnkv 
aflairs ; but her^, though, they Were difeovcred» 
.they ftill fucceeded** 

The king's canfdcnce fufitred as much from 
the mian arts of his confefibr as his ambority 
did frofn a rebellious fadijon. Cardinal • de 
Noailles, in vain>. demanded jufticeof Wa o»* 
.jeftvi for thefe n)yActk9 of iniquity. The con- 
-feflor perftiaded him, that he made ufe of htunan 
means to bring about divine Inatters ; and indeed^ 

^ 1 1 I I ■ i I 1 

^ It l»ftifl> lA the life of the duke of Orkftnt» tbac ihe 
rsrdinftl de Noeillei having accufcd father le Tellier of Ai- 
ling church-lWings, that Jefuit cxpreiTed himfelf thoi to 
tl)€ kirt^t *' I frtcly confent ro be ^urntalhe if this accu- 
Ki\on ran be proved, on condition that the cstdfnal fliaU 
fuHbr the Ik me panifhment if he does not prove iu** 

Thii Aory is taken from fome of the pieces that wife 
hnrdcd about on the affair of the conAitation, and thefe 
pieces ate a« full of abruiclitiea as the life of the duke of Or- 
fcar.i. Mol> of t^em were written by a fet of wretchei, 
merely for the fake of getting nictiey j thsTe fort of people 
do not know, that a peifon who has hia cradit 10 maimMa 
with a ptinoe whofe confcfTor he ls» would kardly propose 
So that |Kince to condemn his archbilhop to the flames for 
"l^ti vindication. 

All the idle floiiei of thii nature ntay be foDiid celkQcd 
in I he im moil s of Kfalnttnon. We d)o«M ba carcfvllo 
4Uii»twilb betwtca^fads and h«arfay,t« 



us liedd«iide4 the pope's autbority,aftd the unity 
<»ftheebureb, he feemed, in the main, to have 
right on his fide. The cardinal applied to 
the dauphin, duke of Burgundy, but found 
Irim prepoflfefied by the letters and friends of 
tile archbilhop of Camhray. Hvffian frail^ 
iMs an entrance into every breaft ; Feneloti 
was nt(t yet philofopher Sufficient to forget,. 
fktt cardinal de Noailles had been inftrumental 
•m getting hhn cen&red„ and Quenel' now fuf^ 
£ered for madam Guion. 

The cardinal found no greater fopport from* 
the intereft €3f madam dc Maintenon. This 
affiiir is alone Sufficient to fhew the character 
of chat lady, who had no fentiments of her 
own, and placed iter whole ^dy in conform* 
ing to thofe of the king. The few following 
Jkies of hers to the cardinal de Noailles will 
senable us to form » true judgment of her, of 
latber le T^llkr's intrigues^ and of the king s 
ienriments on this occafion; and ^ive great 
Bght into the affair itfelf : **• You arc fufficicntly 
•acquainted with me (Tays flic in her letter) to 
know what my thoughts are on. the late difco- 
very, but I have JBany reafons to he C2^ut^)u^ 
how I fay any thing. It is not my bufineis to 
jtidge or condemn ; I have only to be filenc,. 
and to pray for the church, for the king, and 
for you* I have delivered your letter to his 
majefty, who has read it : this is all 1 can fay 
to you about it, being opprefied with forrow.^'- 

rhe cardinal archbifhop, being thus infult- 
ed by a Jefuit, took away the power of preach- 
ing and confef&ng from all the Jefuit^ in 
Fxaocc, excepting only a few of the i^oft mov 
derate and difcrcet. By his place he had like^ 
F 6 wife: 
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wife the dangerous right of hindering leTeHior 

from confeifing the king; but he did not dare 

to irritate hi$/k)vereign to fuch a degree; and 

therefore ]e(t him refpe&fully in the hands of 

;his enemy *• ^^ I am apprehendve (faid he 

•Writing to madam de Maintenon) that I fhew 

,too mean a fubmiffion to the king, in thus 

leaving power in the hands of one fo unworthy 

of it! I pray God that he will open his eyes to 

the danger he is in by entrufiing his foul to a 

man of iUch a charafier t«" 

We read in feveral of the memoirs of tbofe 

times, that le Tellier declared either he muft 

lofe his place, or the cardinal his. It is not 

improbable that he might think fo, but very 

.unlikely that he fhould declare it. 

When two parties are exafperated againft 
each other, both frequently take fteps which 
provis fatal to them. The partizans of father 

* Cotofult madame de Maintenon** letters. It may e«* 
fily he perqeived that the author of this work was well ac- 
quainted with thofe letters before they were publlflicd^ and 
that he has taken nothing upon trad. 

f When we are provided with letters of fuch good au- 
thority, we may boldly venture to quote them, as being th« 
moft valuable materials tn hiftory $ but what truft can t« 
put in a letter which is fuppofed to have been written by 
cardinal de Noailles to the king, in which he is made to 
exprefs himfclf thus: " I was the firft who laboured to 
ruin the clergy, in order to fave your ftate and fopport 
your throne. It is not allowable for you to demand an 
account of my condu^." is it probable that a wife and 
.difcrcet fubjed (hould write fo infuliing and <!aring a letter 
to his fovereign ? This is no other than a mean and falfe 
tmputatirn ; it is to be found in page 141, VoI.V. of the 
Memoirs of Maintenon, and, as it is deftitote of all aotbo* 
rity and probability, ought not to meet with the leaft r^ 
gard* 

le 
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le Tetlicr, and thoTe biibopt who afpired at a 
£irdiiialflitp9 made ufe of the rojral aiitboritf 
to blow op thoTe fparks which might have 
been extingitiibed* Inftead of ioiitating the 
cooduA of Rome, which had federal timff im- 
pofcd fileticex>n both parties ; inftead of curbing 
the inlblence of the Jefutt, and ibothing the 
cardinal, inftead of prohibiting diefe oontro- 
verfiei, in the iame manner as duek* and mak* 
ing the clergy, as well as the nobtlitr, ttfeftil 
wfthout being dangerous ; in a woro, infead 
of cruibing the two parties by the weight of the 
iitpreme power, fupported by realbn and by all 
the magiftrates, Lewis XIV* thought he aAed 
jrigbt in follidting Rome himfelf, for a declara- 
tion of war, and procuring that famous ConftitU' 
tion, which embittered all the remainder of his 
life. 

Father le Tellier and hb party ient an hun- 
dred and three propofitions to Rome, to be there 
ceniurtd, of which the holy office condemned one 
hundred and one* This bull, which was pub- 
li(bed in the month of September 17 13, raifed 
a flame throughout the whole kingdom, as foon as 
it made its appearance in France* The king had 
applied for it, as a means to prevent a fchifm, 
and it was likely to produce one* The clamour 
againft it was general, becaufe, among thofe 
hundred and one propositions, there wereTeve* 
ral which appeared to every one to carry the 
mod innocent meaning, and the pureft mo- 
rality. A numerous a&mblv of lufliops was 
held at Paris : forty accepted the bull for the 
fnke iff peace, but at the fame time, they added 
certain expbnations, to quiet the^fcruples of 
the people* The dircA and unre&rved accep- 
tation 
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t2tmi WM fimc to the pope, and iic nKfdHrcar- 
tmn w«rt roferriNl for the people. By this 
snemSy they riioughtat omrcr to fatisfy the pope,, 
-the king, and the people i but cardfnjil de 
Ifoaiite^ and fevefi oCher biffltofi^ ^f this aAenr* 
Ut^ who joioed with Mm^ refufed both the btiK 
-md its tnodificfttioiM : they i^ote fo the pope, 
-reipMftiitg to have shefe aiodi<ications from his 
hobnefthimMf. Th«» was afionliAg hkn with 
the a|>pearaoce of rtfpt&4 ■ 

Accoi^fiigly the king Would riot permit if tt^ 
be done, and hindifed the letter being Tent, 
i^cmonded thie biChops baek to their dbcefCs, 
and forbad the carnal to appear at court. 
•This peTfecation prncured the archbiAop ar» 
additional fliare of eredit with the public. The 
feven other bHhopt again joined him : there 
was now a real divifron in the epifcopacy, among 
4dl ranks of the clergv, aud all religious order;. 
Erery one allowed, that the funda<r:enta! points 
«f religion were not conc^prned in this difpurev 
and yet a cif 11 4itkrtt]on was raided in the 
flfiindS'Of people, e6 if Chriftianity itfelf was 
in danger of being fubverted, and 'as many 
^liticai refources were put in adion as in the 
moft profane aAairs. 

• Tbefe refources were chiefly employed to get 
the conflitution received by the Soi bonne. And 
it was regiftercd, notwithfknding the majority 
of I'Otes was againft ir. l^he mtniftry 
.^7^4 could hardly find a fufiicient number of 
Jettres de cac-het to confine or banifli thofe who 
•ppofdd.ir. 

This bull had been regtAered in parliafnent, 
with a proper refervaiiort of the ordinary rights 
«f the. crown^ the liberties- of the Gallican 

church, 
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fAmh^ tad the j^Wtr and jiiriliiiAion of tbe 
Kt^kops ; but tlie public cltmoiH- got tlie belter 
of obedience. Carduial do Biffin oneoftfaemoft 
Keadous defenders of di^ buU, ickaowlegcd due 
k could not bave been receiyed with greater ioh 
dignity at Geneva than it was at Paris. 

Tbe people weiepaf ticularly tncenfed againft 
&tber le TeUier. Nothing i» more apt to ex- 
cite indignation than a pt'tdk exalted to power ; 
k feems a violalion oif bis vows ^ but if he 
abufes this power^ he is hdd in txc^ration. Le 
.Tellier prefumed fe oitich on his tnikienee, that 
be even proppied the depofing of cardt^ 
nal dc Noailles in a national connciL ^^^^ 
Thus did this prteftmake his prince, his pent- 
aont, and his rel^ion> fubfervient to his revenge ; 
and yety with all this, I have ftrong reaibns to- 
^lieve that he was a well-meanmg man : fa 
apt are men to be blinded by their zeal and pre*- 
judices. 

In order to prepare this cotmcil, which, was^ 
to depofe a man become the idol of Paris and of 
the whole kingdom, for the purity of his man- 
ners, the amiablenefs of his charader, and ftill 
more by the pcrfecution he fwffcred ; rhey pre- 
vailed on Lewis XIV. to order a declaration to 
be regiftered in parliament, by which every bi«- 
fhop, who had not received the bull pureiy and 
Janplys (hould be obliged to fubicribe it, ur be 
profocutfd as a rebel by the advocate-genera). 
Chancellor Voifin, fecretary at war, a rigid and 
arbitrary man, was the peribn who drew up this 
tdUSt, D'Aguefieau, who trnderftood the laws 
of the rewlm much better than Voifin, and had 
fUl that courage which youth naturally inipires, 
Seiemptorily refufedto be concerned in fisch an 

aiFair. 
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afFain De Mefcne, prdident of the council^ 
demonftrated to the kin^ the confequences likely 
to enfue. Thus the ainir was protrafled. The 
king was at this time in a dying condition, and 
•thefe unhappy difputes greatly difauieted him, 
and contributed not a lictle to haften his end. 
His mercilefs confefibr was continually teazing 
him, tho' in this weak condition, by repeated 
exhortations to confummate a work which 
would have been far from 'Endearing his me* 
mory. The king's domeftics,^ filled with in* 
dienation at the confefibr's behaviour^ twice re- 
futed him entrance into his majefty's chamber, 
and at laft earneftly conjured him not to fpeak 
to their royal mafter about the Conftitution. 
Soon after the king died, and then a total 
•change of afFatrs enfued. 

1 ne duke of Orleans, regent of the king- 
dom, having, immediately upon his afluming 
the reins of power, changed the whole form of 
Lewis XIV *s government, and having fubfti- 
tuted councils in the room of the offices of the 
fecrttarics of ftate, crc£led a council of con- 
fcience, of which cardinal de NoaiUes was made 

IirefiJent* They baniflied father le Tellicr, 
oadcd with the hatred of the public, and very 
little beloved by his OJvn fraterniry. 

The bifliops who oppot'edth^ bull appealed 
to a future counal w *£r>. The Sorbonne, 
the clergy of the dtoceic of Psuis, and whole 
boihes of religious orders appemlcd Hcewife; and 
at length cird«nal de NcvttiL;^ made his appeal, 
in irt"« ^^^ ^^ wocM Dot pMbiifii it at firft ; 
however it was piloted^ Odotiary to has inclioa^ 
tion« The churdi of France femained dhrkicd 
into lird fftdiottH titc Acoepcaats and the Re^ 

co&nts. 
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Av4 WhWHW J who bfld aubcfcd siufer Lewis 
XIV. (odie TcrdtssodCspadiiiis. Theocber 
cwnftlfiii of Mtccn bfllio|is aiid the whdc na* 
tiMU The acccpcams had the court of Rome 
fisr their defender $ die rccii£uits were fopportrd 
hf the ooiirerfitics, the psrliamenty md the 
people* Volufiie itpoo voluoie, and letter upon 
letter, was printed ; and each party treated the 
other 9$ fchili u at ics and he reti cs* 

An archbiibop of RiMnaif, nsmcd MaiUi, a 
:and.(«ftOcc6fttl psrtitm of Romey had A V 
1 his name to two papers, whidi the par« 
t ordered to be bnim bj die haBgoan^ 
The vdMhop^ when he beard of this, ordered 
Tf Dam to be fimg, and retomed God thanks 
fer barif^ been thus ignominioufly treated by 
fcfa i iinatics* God rewarded -htm, and be was 
made a cardinaL The bilhop of Soiflbos hair* 
J9g been dealt with in the fmt manner Wthe 
p^iament, fignified to that aflcmbly, ^ That 
h did not bekmg to them to judg^ even in cafes 
of high creaifoo.'* For this he was molded in 
the turn of ten tbooland livres $ bat the rqnic 
nmhud the fine, left, as he feid, Soiiboa 
Aoiild be made a cardinal alfe. 

The coort of Some broke out into lond re-^ 
proacha $ much time was fpent in negocia- 
tions, in appealing and re-appealing, and all 
this about a few paflages, now forgotten, of a 
book wrkten by an old prieft of fourfeore, who 
iired on charity at Amflerdam. 
. The extravagant projtd jcrf the funds oootri* 
bmed more than one wouU imagine to reftorv 
peace to the church* The madnefs of the oa^ 
tioo fbrftoch'jobbiog,and the greedinefe of every 

one 
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one ta fii)k|» int cbe bak-himg out for thcfr s»m^ 
rice^ wttf fo^greaey that thofe who taUcttd. alMnit 
'Janfenifili of tb* buN' couM find do one ito 
Hften to tiwiiiir The ptopic of Paris paid- tt 
•ImJe re^rd to tfaefe, matters us- to tlic war that 
Was aarfiying. on upon, the fronciek-s of Spain* 
The: fudden and immenjs fort«nes made ac thai 
^iftir; the exoeis eo whicb hixurjr and volup 
tueufners of every kind was dirried^ pjac a ftop 
to all ecclefiaftical diiputea. Thus pleaAu-o and 
diiBpotion' bfougbt about that nviiick alt the 
pawdr and poUtice of Le¥4i XIV, oooid Mt 

the duke of OrieaHG kid hold oT ebb oco^ 
fioo to uailie the church of FRiiice. I« this his 
p^jiaoy: \n» imerBfted*; for be dreaded: to feir the 
ttine when Reme^ Spaiii,- and an hondred hi* 
ikops) ONmld' bo aA united againft him* 
■ And> heve he bad t» prevail on caedinid N^ 
aiUes^ sot only to niceire the CMttrvrion^ 
vrhich* thac prelate looked upon as ftandalous, 
hut alio t» withdraw his appeal, which he con« 
iidered as laMrfkL He was to obtain more of 
htoi thaft hie benefa^r Lewis XIV. had iit 
iiaia denvubAed. Tho d«kr*ef Qeleaiia wkh 
reafon cxpeded great oppofitioR IhMxi tho p«p- 
Innvnit, whbon ho had baiiilhed to Pontoife. 
Nevenhekfs he gained alt b!s points.' A body 
of doArine was coaspofed, w4iich partly fatiafied 
both parties I and the calduial was prevailed 
upon to give his promiie, that he woM at laft 
accept it. The regent went banfeif to. the 
grand conncit^ with the princes of the blood 
SDid the peer8» ta get an cdid r egi ft ei f d » en- 
joinuig the acc e ptan ce of the boD^ the fiippraf* 
fion of all appcds, and the leAoration of peaco 

and 
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and miaoiinify. The panrliamcimy wl^icb bad 
been mortified by. feeing edida^ carricfd to- tho 
girandtrouncil which it \^as>tfaeir' righ^^r^c^il^e, 
and beingjikewife threatned to be removed* from 
^ontoife to Blors, regiftered wbat had been en« 
(ered by the counril^^ but always with the cuf- 
tomary refervstions, viz, the prefervatioti of tho 
rights amd ]iber:ics <?f the GaUieaa- churchy and 
tlie lords of the rcaim. 

- The cardtnal-archbiihop^ who bad g^veiar his 
Y^cid to withdraw his appeal wheAeVer the 
parlianient fhould obey, now faw himfelf ne« 
ceffitated to keep his promife ; and the ififtrtifr* 
xfieiit of his recaatauoiv was puUilhed the 20th 
of Auguft 17310. 

[ Du Boisy the new archbishop of CambrajiS, 
Ion to an apotbeeary of Brive la- Gmllarde^ 
afterwards- cardinal and prime cpioiftei', was thQ 
perfotv who had the groaceft Jhsttc in- bringing 
abouf tbi^bttfuiefs, in which the {}o\^r of Lewia 
^IV. had failed. No o^e is, a ftianger to the 
condu<5bv fentimehts, and flaepale^ of this mtni^ 
flen The Hceniious du. Bois gpe the better of 
the pioQs Noaille^^ It 15 dill retnembered with 
what contempt the duko of Ofloatia and bis 
miiiiiW fpoi^of thedJ^Tputes which they op* 
pofedy ^i\d what lidicu^e they threw upoii th^ 
^QAtioyerfial wai> ThM coAfcdnpt and rtdie^lo 
contribuud not a litrtk to bring about a^pe ace* 
People grew at length weary of fiich contefts 
as SiSovScd a fubje^ of lavghter ha^ the reft: of the 
world. 

' Frooa this time aU that ^as known^in France 
t>y the name of Janieaifm, Quietifm, bulls, and 
theological difputcsn tin&Uy declined ^ but 

fome 
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feme biflmps wbo Irad appealed, ftill continued 
obftinately attached to their opinions. 
* Undertbeadminiftrationof cardinal dcFIeury, 
an attempt was made to extirpate the remains 
of the party, by depofing one of themoftftubbom 
prelates. To this end, old Soanin, blfhop of 
the Utrle town of Sen^s, was fixed' on for an 
example; a man equallv pious and inflexible, 
but of no family nor influence. 

He was condemned by the provincial (ynod 
of Ambrun, in 1728, fufpended from his epif* 
copal and clerical funAions, and baniflied by 
the court to Auvergne, when above eighty 
yiears old. This treatment occafioned a few 
murmurings, which proved of no confeauence.' 
There is not at prefent any nation which mur- 
murs more, obeys better, and forgets fooner 
than the French. 

Some remains of fanaticifm ftill continued 
among a fmall number of the people of Paris. 
Certain enthufiafts imagined,* that a deacon 
named Paris, brother to a counfellor of parlia- 
ment, one w-ho had appealed and reappealed, 
who lay buried in the church-yard of St. Me- 
dard, was to perform miracles ; fome of the 
party, wh6 went to pray at his tomb, had their 
imaginations fo heated^ that their diibrdered 
organs produced flight convulfions. Upon this 
the tomb was furrounded by fwarms of people, 
who continued to flock thither both day and 
night : Ibme got upon the tomb, and took the 
motion they gave their bodies in mounting for 
miraculous convulfions. The fecret abettors of 
the party encouraged this phrenzy. They 
prayed at the tomb in the vulgar language; 

n»* 
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nothing was now talked of but the deaf hearing 
certain words, the blind partly reftored to fight, 
and the lame walking upright for fome moments ; 
thefe pretended miracles were even attefted 
upon oath by a crowd of witnefles, who 
thought they had beheld them,* becaufe they 
came thither fully prepoileiled that they fhould 
behold them. 

The government left this epidemical madnefs 
to itfelf lor a month ; but the concourfe of people 
became fo g''eat) and the miracles (o frequent, 
that .they were at laft obliged to fhut up the 
church-yard, and place a guard round it ; thefe 
enthufiads then went to work their miracles in 
boufes. This tomb of Deacon Paris proved 
in effeSt the grave of Jan.'enifm, in the opinion 
of all fenfible people. Such farces might have 
ha J feriousconfequences in more ignorant times; 
but th<|fe who encouraged them ieemed to have 
miftaken the age they lived in. 

The fuperftition however was carried fo far, 
thata.couofellor of parliament had the madnefs 
to preient the king, in 1736, with a collection 
of thefe miracles, fupported by a confiderable 
number of atteftations. This madman, the in^ 
ftrument and victim of others as mad as him* 
felf, fays in the memorial prefented to the kin^, 
** That credit ought to be given to witnefles 
who fuffcred death in fupport of their evidence." 
If all other books were to be loft, and this only 
was to remain, pofterity would imagine our age 
to be the aera of ignorance and barbarifm. 

Thefe extravagancies were in France the ex- 
piring fighs of a fe<3, which, being no longer 
fupported by an Arnauld, a Pafcal, nor a Ni- 
cdIc, and confined only to a few cpnvulfiona- 

ries. 
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ric6, is faileti into utter contempt ; and we 
ihouid hear no moPC mention of 'thofc difputes 
.which difgrace reaforx, and do injury to religion, 
v^tfre it not for fome bufy minds, who are con- 
tinually raking' in thefe extinguiihed aflies, for 
a remaining fpark of fire, which they endea* 
vour to blow up into a ^new 6ame ; but even 
fhould they fuccecd, the difputc concerning 
Molinifni and Janfcnifm, will never again be 
the objedl of diflention. What has once be- 
come ridiculous, can never more be dangerous. 
4'he dilputewill change its-nature i for man* 
kind never want a pretext to injure each other, 
tho' they may be without acaufe. 

7'he Jefuits fectned involved in the fall of 
Janienifm v their arms remained ufelefs for want 
of adverfaries to emplo^r them on j they loft that 
credit at court which Je I'ellier had (o grofsly 
abufed^ their journal of Trevoux gained them 
neither the efteem nor friendship of the learned 
world. The biihops, over whom they had for- 
merly domineered, confounded them with the 
other religious orders *, and thefe, who had been 
kept under by them, now humbled them in 
their turn. The parliament made them fen- 
fible, more than once, of the opinion they en- 
tertained of them, by condemning fome of their 
books, which would other wife have been for- 
gotten. The univerfity, which now began to 
make a fhining figure in literature, and had 
an excellent method of educating youth, rob- 
, bed th*m of moft of their pupils j and they 
were obliged to WaH with patience till time 
/hould furniih them with men of genius, and a 
favourable opportunity to regain their former 
afcendancy. 

It 



It VMiU be^fOffy Mfcf u] ffH- fbiie vho are in« 
fatiiiKd with tbe^ Jcinds of difputes, to look 
into the gi^n^r^ hiftpry ^f the world; for ia 
obferving ib^ muUuiide of <!»flreF«n£ nations^ 
manners, aiul:rdigi<Hi5, tbf y wUI iee bow very 
lAfigaiikant a %«re a Molaoift and a Janfentft 
stakes on the fheatr^.of cbe world. They will 
then bJuih .at .their mad fondnefs for a party 
which is loft in the common crowd, ^nd fwalf 
lowed up in the iiMmmfkty of things. 

CHAP. CCIX. 

Of Q^U 1 E T I S M. 

AMIDST the fadions of Calvinifm and 
the difputesof Janfenifm, there happened 
{et another divifion in France about Quietiifn^ 
t was an unhappy confequence of the progrefs 
of human uaderihnding in the age of Lewis 
XIV. that it excited effons to go beyond the' 
limits prefcribed to our knowledge ; or rather, 
it was a proof that this progreis ought be flill 
further extended. 

The controverfy about Qi'ietifm is one of 
thofe extravagant fallies of the imagination^ and 
theological fubtleties, which would never have 
left any impreffion on the memory of mankind, 
had it not been for the names of two illufirious 
rivals in difputc. A woman without any credit, 
or even real underftanding, who had only an 
overheated ioaaginadon, kt at v'ariance two of 
the gFieaceft men in the church. Heriiame w^a 

Bou- 
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Bouvieres de la Motte. Her family was origi« 
naliy of Montargis. She had been married to 
the.fon of Guion, thecqntra&or for the canal 
\>( Briaire: being left a widow when very young, 
with a confiderable fortune, a tolerable (hare 
of beauty 9 and a difpofition formed for diftin^ 
guifhing herfelf in public, ihe became po(&fled 
with what is called Spirituality. She had for 
her confeiTor a Barnabite monk, of the country 
of Geneva, named La Combe. This man, 
noted for what is common enough, a medly of 
paffions and religion, and who died mad« plun* 
ged the mind of his penitent in myflicxd con* 
templations, to which (he was already but too 
much inclined. 7^he deiire of being a fifler 
Therefa, in France* prevented her from dif» 
cerning the great difference between the genius 
of the French and Spaniards, and carried her 
even to greater lengths than fifter Thcrela. 
The ambition of having difciples, the ftrongeft 
perhaps of every other ipecies of ambition, took 
entire poileifion of her heart. 

She and her confefTor went into that fmall 
territory where the titular bifliop of Geneva 
holds his refidence. There flie acquired great 
authority by her extenfive charities, and held 
feveral conferences. She preached up an in- 
tire felf-renunciation, the tranquil ftate of the 
foul, and the annihilation o( all its faculties; 
inward worihip, and pure and difinterefted love, 
fuch as is neither dcbafed by fear, nor exalted 
by the hope of reward. 

Tender and flexible imaginations, efpecially 
thofe of women, and fome young ecclefiaftics 
who loved the word of God, as proceeding from 
the mouth of a fine woman, rather more .than ' 

they 



Of Q^U I B T I S M. I2r 

Aef hdBerti it, were eafily led away with an 
de quenc e of deMvery, die only tiring calculated 
to perfbade minds already favourably difpofed. 
She made piofelytes; but was foon driven away 
ftom thence by the bifliop, with her confeflbr. 
Tbev went next lo Grenoble ; there flie pub- 
liBiea a Utde piece intitled, Le msyen asurt^ The 
Sboft W^) and another called Its Tsrrevs^ the ' 
Xonents,'both written in the fame ft vie (be 
prcadied ; but in a fliort time fiie was like^ 
wHe obliged to leave Grenoble. 

Full already of the pleafing thoughts of be- 
ing ranked among the number of confeflbrS) 
Ike had a vifion, and prophefied. This pro- 
phecy file fent to father La Combe : " A!! 
bdl, ijpd ihe, ihall rife up to ftop the progrefs 
of the inward Ijpirit and the formation of Chrift 
Jcius in ibuls. And fe great (hall be the ftorm, 
that not one ftone fliall remain upon another ; 
and I forefee that throughout the whole earthy 
there fliall be troubled, wars, and i^reat over- 
throws. The woman fliall be pregnant with 
the inward fpxrit, and the dragon (hall ftani ^p 
before her/* 

The predi^ion was in part ▼erified : hell in- 
deed did not rife up againft her \ but on her 
return to Paris with her confcflbr, where both 
endeavoured to fpread their dodrine in 1687, 
the archbifliop Harlai de Chanvallon, obtained 
an order from the king to confine La Combe 2s 
a fcduccr, and to fliut up in a convent madamc 
Guion as a perlbn difordered in her fenfes^ 
and who flood in need of a cure. But before 
thb blow, madame Gaion had gained fuch a 
p ro t eftkm as now proved of fer\*ice to her. In 
the palace of St. Cyr, dien only in its infancv. 

Vol. IX. G ihc 
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(he had 1 coufm named madame de la h/UiBm* 
Forte, a favourite with madame de Mainteocm* 
She had Itkewife inftnuated herfelf into the 
;ood ^acei of the dutchcfles of Chevreufe and 
ieauvillicrs. Thefe, her good friends, C9C« 
claimed one and all loudly aninft archbiihop 
Harlai, that he who was fo well known to hum 
a fohdnefs for the fair fex, flioqld perfecute a 
woman only for difcourfing on the love of God* 

Madame de Maintenon, by her .powerful in* 
fluence^ procured Guion her liberty, and nt 
the archbiihop of Paris filenced. After flit 
was releafed die went to Verfatlles, and intro* 
duced herfelf into the palace of St. Cyr, wberty 
after having dined with madame de Maintenoii 
and another pcrfon, (he aififted at the ^voitt 
conferences held by the abbe de Fenelon. The 
princefs of Harcourt, and the ciutcheiTea of 
Chevreufe, Beauvillicrs, and Char6t, were of this 
mydical fociety. 

The abbe Fenclon, then preceptor to the 
children .of France, was the moft engaging man 
about the court. He had naturally a tender 
heart, and a mitd and lively imagination. He 
had embcUilhed his mind with all that was moft 
excellent in the Belles Lettres. He poflefled a 
fine tafte, with many other amiable qualifica- 
tions, ai)d preferred the affedlina; and fiiUime 
in divinity, to the gloomy and abftrufe. With 
all thefe endowments he had a certain romantic 
turn, which infpired him, not with the reveries 
of madame Guion, but with a tafte for the doc* 
rine of Spirituality, which was not verj imlilEtt 
the notions of that lady* 

His imagination was heated with candour 
and virtue, as others are inflamed by their paf* 

iioBi* 
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HiB pafioD was to iove God purdy for 
liaMC He fair in amimae Guion a (potMi^ 
tmAj ftanght with the fame inclinatfons as bi^ 
urnkf anA therefore onade no difficulty to afib« 
ciate witli her* 

: it .was ftraoge that itich a man (bould be ]ed 
awajrby aweak woman, who pretended to re*^ 
irincians,. to prophecies, and fuch idle ftuff*; 
who. was ready to be choaked with inward 

Ece, and made herac^ndants unlace her that 
nagfat empty herfelf (according to her owii 
cxpieffion) of a fvperabundance of grace, 1h 
evder to coflMnimtcate it to the body of the 
chofen perfen who hte next her. Bot Fene- 
km, in bis Ariendllnp and myftical notions, was 
fls a pertei ia love : he excufed the errors, and 
sotachedhitaDfelf only to that conformity of opi*> 
4iion with which he had been fit ft taken. 
. MadaaM Guion, elevated and emboldened 
by the acquifition of fuch a difciple, whom fhe 
xailed her fon, and depending bn madame d& 
Jkfaiotenon's favour, propa|ated^her notions in 
dSt. Cyn Godetfbifliop of Cbartres, fn whofe 
diocefe St. Cyr is, was alarmed, and made com- 
qpdaines* The archbiftiop of Paris like wife 
threatned to renew his former profecution. 

Madame de Malntenon, who intended 'St. 
.Cyr wholly for a peaceable retreat ; who knew 
iliow much the king was an enemy to all no- 
velty, and who had Vio occafion to put her- 
.felf at the head of a kA to acquire influence, 
iaod had beiides her own credit and repofe only 
tin view, broke off all correfpondence with ma- 
dame Guion, and forbade her to appear a>atn 
-at St. Cyr* 

> . G ^ Ti^c 



The d\>hi de Fenelon Taw the ftorm gather-^ 
|ng, and W4$apprei>efifive of being dtfappoinced 
of the gr.^at employments to whichlhe afpired; 
He therefore adviicd hU female ftitnd to put 
hcrfelf in the bands of the famous Bofiiiet, bi« 
{hop of Meaux, who was regarded as a fiuher 
of the church. She accordingly fubmitted her^ * 
felf ^o the decifions of this prelate, received 
the facrsiniciit from htm> and delivered up all < 
her writings to his examination. . 

The bimop of Meaux, with the kin^s per* 
miflion, chofe forhisaffiftants in this amir, th« 
bifbop of Chalons, afterwards cardinal de No* 
allies, and the abb6 Tronfon fuperior of St* 
Sqlpicius. They had a private meeting at the 
village of Iffi, near Paris. ChaniraUon, aich* 
bifhop of Pa(is» jealous that any other peHbna 
ihould fet themfelves up as judges in hiadiooeTey 
immediately fixed up a public cenfute on the 
books they had under their examination. Ma^ 
dame Guion retired to the city of MeauXt 
fubfctibed to all that bifliop Boifuet required 
of her, and promifed to dogmatife no more 
/ur the future. 

In the mean time Fenelon was promoted to 
the archbifliopric of Cambray in 1605, and 
confecrated by the biibopof Meaux. It might 
have been prefumed, that an affair now dormant, 
and that had been (fom the beginning only a 
fubjccl of ridicule,- woilld never have been re> 
vived. But madame Guion, Iking nccufed of 
continuing to preach her dodrines after flie bad 
promifed iilence, was feized by order of the 
king in the fame year 1695, and confined pri- 
soner at Vincennes, as if ihe had been a per- 
fon dangerous to the ftate. She could not 

pot 
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pottkiy be fj i nod her piout folliet did not 
mrrit the auciitioa of the fovereign* During 
her confioemcnt at Vincennes (he compofcd 
a large volume of my ftic poetry, more wretched 
eren than her prott^ She wrote parodies upon 
verfin of opeca«, and would often ftng the lol- 
lowing lines: 

VofMur fur et par f ah va plus kin qi/on ru penfi : 

On nt fait fas^ lorfquil commence^ 

Tmt ee qi/il doit coHtir un jour. 
Mm ceeur rfauroit cmnu Vincenna ni fouffrance^ 

S^il rieiH connu U pur amour* 

Fure, perfeft love furmounts yon ftarry iktei ! 
We little know when firft it ukes its rife. 
What pangf the fubjeft heart will prove; 

Vincennei kSi never IbockM, nor tears bedimm'd 
tbefeeres. 
Had I nrer fehrdiis pure and perfed hnre. 

The opiniont of mankind are frequently in- 
fltuboed by time, place, and circumftancrs. 

: While madame Guion was confined in prifofly 
who in one of her pbrenzics had imagined 
herielf married Co Jefuv Chrift, and from that 

. time would never invoke the lainu, iaytng, 
dut it was not for the miftreit of the family to 
addreft ber&lf to- her fervants ; at thit very 
time, I fay, there was apph'catioo made to Rome 

•.tot the canonization of Alary d*Agreda*, who 

* Tliif tMhfo^tfi, wfio wm tbbeff ^f aeomretrt at ^sre^a, 
^MMMed to tkvt% fM€%nd divine »4en'to writ* tb» kfc 

. tb^ ti Jc of tbe MyiHc Cit/ of Ood, and »g?tff% to. be a 
ftraofv mcdltx o^ maAneCt and faaaticifoi* 

'G 3 bad 
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. Iiad pretended to more vifiont and revelalloiie 
than all the reft of the nwftical tribe put t^ 
getheri and u an unanlwe/able inftance of 
thofe contradidltons with which Uie world 
abounds, at the Sorbonne they profecuted at an 
heretic thii very d'A^reda, whom they wanted 
to make a faint in Spain, The univerftty of 
Salamanca condemned the Sorbonnci and wat 
in return condemned by it. 

BoiTucty who had long looked upon himfelf 
at the father and matter of Fcnelon, beheld with 
}r.z\ou9 eyci the rifmg reputation and credit 
of his di(ciple ( and deHroui ofprererving that 
afcendant which he had over, all the reft of Ma 
brethren, he required the new archbifliop co 
join with him in the condemnation of madame 
Guion, and to fubfcribe to hia oaftoral inftruc* 
ttoni, Fenelon refufed to (acrifice to htm 
either hit femimenti or hia friends A maHooi 
WBB propofed, and mutual promifet made. The 
one accufed the other of bnmcb of Mth. The 
archbiibop of Cambrayt wbeA be deponed fer 
hit diocefe» cauftd hit book eadtled, ** The 
Maxima of the Sainta," to be printed at Faria § 
A work in which he endeavoured to pelliAte the 
charge brought igainft his fricndi jum to reveal 
the orthodox notioea of devout eoaiemplatifls, 
who raife tbemMvea above the ftnica^ end aim 
at a ftate of perfedion to whicb ordinary fiada 
ieldom alpire. The hifhop of Meaux and hie 
adbei ema veheme ntly oppoicd this boolu Thejr 
complaiaeil of it to the luagt aa if it hai been 
eane 



aa eangeroua aa it wea yabttllkifaiet Hie 
■lajefty fjpoke of it fo Beilbeti or whofb le* 
putattofi atul uiaderftandin^ he had a great 

Dpi* 
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•plmon. This prelate, throwing himfcif on his 
knees before bis prince, implored his pardon 
for not having before informed him of the fatal 
herefy of the archbiihop of Cambray. The 
king and madame de Maintenon immediately 
confulted father de la Chaife upon the aflTair, 
who made anfwer, that the archbifhop's book 
was an excellent piece; that it had greatly edi* 
ficd all the Jefuits; and that the Janfenifts only 
difapproved of it. The bifhop of Meaux was 
not a Janfenift, but he had ftudied fome of 
their beft writings. He did not like the Jefuits, 
Aor.they him. 

The court and the city Avere divided ; and 
the attention of every one being engrofled by 
fUa afiair, the Janfenifts had a little refpite. 

Bofluet wrote againft Fenelon, and both fent 
their works to pope Innocent XII. fubmitting 
themfelves to his decifion, Circumftances were 
nther againft Fenelon ; for not long before, the 
tx>art of Rome had ftrongl^ condemned, in the 
peribn of Molinos the Spaniard *, the Quietlfm of 
*^'^^"'"'"^^"*"^^*^'^^"^^"^"^^^"^^'^""^*'^""'" • "^ 

^ Mscbacl MolifMi^ a fipsniih pried, id4 founder of tlie 
UA ^^Qjjietiih. He published his book on fpirkua) conduft 
^tUciiMy and was much foDowed' foir a fcHct'ol yeanj bac 
Ida rvpotatloii havliigat length awakened theiealonfy of die 
Jtiain, they employed all their art and inflitenoe for bia 
defttndton. A proceia wm ioftitiiced agaiiift him in the 
general congregation of the Inquifition of Rome, held in 
prtfence of the pope and the cardinal inquifitort. Sixty- 
eight of the propofldona were condemned aa fhHe and per- 
nicimu^ fcapdaloitf , bla()ihemoM, and heretical/ He was 
ccmpeBed so abiure them publicly in the hahtt of e peaifent» 
' andcondenmsd to perpetual impriibnment, in which he died. 
His seal cherader vm that of an knotknA^p tnthu^^ftf who 
afpirad at a fnblime conynunication wick Ood, by nteanaoC 
lAftfsQod coHtcmplatiogi. 

G 4 wbicb 
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which the archbifiiop of Cambray was now ac- 
cufed. Cardinal d'Etrees, the French amW* 
i'ador at Rome, was the perfon who had profe- 
cuted Molinos. This cardinal, whom we have 
feen in his old age more engaged ia the plea- 
fures of fociety than in theology, had proceod^d 
againfl Molinos merely to pkafe the enemies 
of that unfortunate prieft, and had even pre- 
vailed upon the kin^ to follicit his cendem- 
nation at Rome, which he obtained but too 
eafily : fo that Lewis XIV. proved, unknown 
to himfelf, the moft formidable enemy of the 
pure love of the myftics. 

In matters of this delicate nature, nothing is 
snore eafy than to difcover paflages in a book 
under confideration refembling thofe in. oneal* 
ready condemned. The archbifhop of Cam- 
bray had on his fide the Jefuits, and cardinal 
de Bouillon, lately ambaffador from France to 
Rome. The bi£hop of Meaux had his own great 
name and the priucipal prelates of France for 
tiis adherents. He prefented to the king the 
fubfcribcd declarations of many of th^bilnopsy 
and a great number of dodors, who. all con- 
demned the Maxims of the Saints. 

So great was the authority of the biihop of 
Meaux, that fiither de la Chaife durft not vin- 
dicate the archbifhop of Cambray to his royal 
penitent, and madame Maintenon entirely aban- 
doned her friend. The king wrote to pope 
Innocent XII. that having had the archbiihop's 
book laid before him as a dangerous work, he 

' had put it into the hands of the nuncio, and 
caincftly requeftcd his holinefs to give judg* 

nicnt upon it. 

It 
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It was uifiniiated, and even publicly affirmed 
tft Rome^ nor are there wanting thofe who ftill 
beJieve the repbrt, that the archbtihop of Cam* 
bray war thus perfecuted for no other reafon 
Init bis having oppofed the private marriage of 
die king with madame Maintenon. The anec- 
'dote*makers pretend that this lady had engaged 
iatber de la Chaife to pre(s the kine to acknow- 
^hdge herfor queen ; that the Jefuit had artfully 
*diro\^n this dangerous comtniffion upon the abb6 
•-Fenelon ; but that this preceptor of the chil- 
dren of tnc blood, preferred the honour of hi» 
country and that of his royal pupils to bis own 
interdt, and had thrown himfelfatthe feet of 
'Lewis XiV. to prevent fi marriage, which, 
from its unaccountable ftrangenefs, wonld have 
irmired that monarch* more with poftcrity than 
ail the traniitory gratifications of his life could 
have rccomperrfed. 

This tale is ftHl to be found in the hiftory of 
Lewts XIV .-printed at Avignon. Thofe wha 
have had accefs to that monarch, and to madame 
Maintenon, know how far this is from the 
truth. But it is true that Fenelon, having con- 
tinued his education of the duke of Burgundy 
after his promotion to the archbifhopric of 
Cambrayi and the king during this interval 
having heard fomeconfufed talk about Fenelon's 
conne£lion with madame Gtiion^ and madame de 
Ja-Maifoil-Fort, was apprdienfive that Fenelon 
'might fnfpire his pupil with maxims too rigid, 
and foch principles of government and mora* 
-lrty,'a8 would .perhaps one day become an in- 
direft cenfure upon that air of greatnefs,' that 
ibiiSL for glory ^^ thofe wars underukcn on the- 
. G.s . _ ,' :. j.moik 
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moft frivolous occailon^ and thjt ufle for Itu^ 
ury knd plcaTuresy which had chara^crifedW 

IciVn. 

The king wai defirous of hiving fomc coa- 
verfation with the new archbifliop on his po- 
lidcal piinciples. Fenelon, full of his ideaitt 
difcovered to the kiog fome part of the princtplei 
which he afterwards unfolded iu thoie pa£uigq9 
of his Telemachut where be treaty of goveriar 
n)ent > principles which better fuit with Vhias 
ideal republic, than the true manner in which 
mankind are to be Roverned. The king» aft<r 
this converfation, (aid, that he had been dif* 
courfmo; with the fineft and inoft chimerical 
genius m his kingdom. The duke of Burgun<l|f 
was made acquamted with what his m^yefty ha^ 
faidy and repeated it afterwards to Mr. dc 
Malefieux, his mader for geometry. I ba|i 
this from Mr. de Maleileux ,himfelf> and it 
.was afterwards confirmed to me by cardinal 
Flcury. 

It is certain, that frqm this converfation the 
king readily believed Fenelon to be as roman^fC 
io his religious as in his political notions. 

The congregation of the Holv Office named a 
Dominican, a Jefuit, a BenediiUin, two Cordeli- 
ers, aFeuillant, * and an Auguftin, to takecogni* 
zance of the afFair. Thele are what they ca)l 
at Rome the confulU)r8, The cardinals and 
pr.ciatet generally leave to thefe mooka the 
ftudy of theology, to be mojre at leifure to fol- 
low politics, intriguesy or the pleafurea of aa 
indolent life* 

.- - - • ■■ 'i I I. _ _ 

• A fetWbtcsiaS Man .rtk«-wd«r«r St. Smart. 

Tfc. 



Of Q^V I K,T t t X. JfJI 

Thft coniiillofi^ 10 tniftjr-iCTCo ottiflgs^ cv« 
tmiiied as amijr propofidoasyanddedarS them 
€troaeon% by zmijofity of rcicc$i andtbepope, 
m the head of a coomgadoD of cardinals^ con- 
denmed them by a brief publilbcd and fixed op 
at Some the tbirteentli day of March 1699. 
* The bUhop of Meaox triumphed ; buc the 
mdibiihop of Cambray gaioed a more gtorious 
ynAofj 10 his defeat, ne fubmitted without 
leftcUmm or rtttrre. He even mounted the 
pnlpithimlelf at Cambnt3r9 to condemn his own 
booic, and forbade his friends to defend it. This 
iingnlar inftaooe of condefcenllon in a man of 
kis learning, fHio might have raifed a confide* 
table party to himfelf, even from his perfecu- 
tion^ added to hb known candour and ingenu* 
ity, gaioed bun the good will of every one, and 
iittdc his antagonift almoft hated for bis vi^ry^ 
He ever afterwards continued to refide in his 
diocefe) like the good archbiihop and the man 
of letters* That fweetnels of manners vrhich 
Ihewed itfelf in his converfationaswell as in hiir 
writings, made aO who had the happineft of 
being aoquainted with him, hb affcAiooase 
friends. The perieaition be underwent, and 
bis Telemadius, gained htm the veneration of 
sA Europe. The Engfiih in psuticular, though 
they carried the war into his diocefe, were the 
tnoft earn to ihew him refpeft. The dukr 
•*^ of h/baworouA took pardcular care that his 
I bods ihooU be fpared. He was always held 

dear by the duke of Burgundy, who was his 
impil 'f and had that prince lived, he would hztt 
had a ihare in die adminiftration* 

In bis pbiio&ipfaical and honoorable retreat, 
we may k€ with what diScutty a maa can diT- 

... <; 6 ^^ 
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engage htmrelf from court. He always (|x>ke 
on this head in fuch a feeling manner as. brobe 

through all his appearance of refignatian. Se-» 
veral pieces upon philoibphy, divinity^ and po- 

• lite literature, were the fraits of the leifure 
hours of his retirement. TbedukeofOrleans, 
afterwards regent of the kingdom, confulted 
him on certain difficult points <\*hich concern 
all mankind, and vet are feUom thought of 
by them. He afked him whether the exiftenoe 

. of a Deity could be demonfti'ated ? whether this 
Deity required worihipof ust what worfhtp he 

' moft approved f ^ and whether a miftaken choice 
was ofJFenfive to him ? He ftarted many quei^ 
tions of a like nature, as a philofopher who 
fought inftruAion } and the archbiihop anfwered 
him like an able philofopher and divine* 

After having been worfted in fcbolaftic dii^ 
putes, it would have been more agreeable to his 
chaiaAer, had he not intermeddled in the con- 
trover fy of Janfenifm; neverthelefs^ he en- 
gaged in it. Cardinal Noailles had formerly 
joined with the flrongeft fideagainftbim. The 
archbiihop of Cambray did the fame in his 
turn. He was in hopes of being recalled to 
court and confulted ; fo hard is it for the mind 
of man to difengage itfelf from public afPairSf 
after havjng been once embarked in them. His 
dcfires neverthelefs were as moderate as bis 
writin^^s; and even towards the latter part of 
his life, he ^t laft defpifed all difpbtation, re- 
fembling in this' one particular Huet bifliop of 
At ranches, one of the moft learned men in 
Europe, who in his latter days acknowledged 
the vanity of almoft all fcience^ and of the hu- 
man undcrfianding itfelf* 

The 
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The arcfabiihop of Cambray, (who would 
believe it !) thus turned a(h aii: of Lulli : 

Et voulois trap /avoir ; 
Je M V£ux in portage 
^ue badinagiy 
• Et Uucheau dernier 'igtj 
Smts rietLprevoir. 

* When young, I was exceeding \yife, \ 
And pil'd up knowledge in a Jieae : 

. ' Now nothing I prize^ 

But trifles and toys,. 
And creep to the grave without nQifci * 
Nor wiih to look before I leap.- 

He compofed thefe vcrfes in prefence of his 
nephew the marquis of Fehtlon, afterwards am- 
baflador at the Hague, from whom I had them, 
and* can warrant the truth of this fad. It is 
x circumftance of very little importance in it* 
fclf, only as it is a proof that in the grave 
tranquility of old age, we often view in a drf* 
fercnt light what appeared fo great and inte- 
' rcfting to us at a time of life, when the adive 

* mind is= the fport of its own defires and dc- 
lufions*. 

♦ The above verfts are to be met with in the poctfcal 
Mrorks of mtdame Goion : but the archbifliop*s nephcv^ 
« bgTing aflored me more thaaonce that they wetehis tiii-- 
cie^fi, and that be heard him repeat them the very day ^e 
made them,^ I thought I iivas. io Judice bound to reftore 
them to their rcfiUuthofr . . " 

CHAP. 
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pISPUTES upofi the CiR8»0KIftt of tht 

IT was not Atficknt &r the diTquiet of opic 
minds, that we difpiiDed at the endof fevqjH 
teen hundred years upon the articles of our own 
religion, but we muit likewife introduce into 
our quarrels thofe of the Chtnefe. Thi9 jdii^ 
fuite however was not produ£tivf of aqy gxt^t 
difturbancess but it ferved more than wf 
other to charafierife that buf^, contentious^Mfl 
jarring fpfirit, which prevails in our climates* 

Matthew Ri(;ci the Jefuit, had beea one of 
the iirft miffionariea to China at t^e end of d^ 
Seventeenth century. The Chinefe were theo^ 
and ftill are almoft the fame in.philolbpby.aiid 
literature, that we were two bundled yeaff 
ago. The veneration they have for tdeir an* 
ttent mauec$ makes. 4iem afraid of paiSne cer- 
tain bounds* A progrefs in the fcicnops js thf 
work of time and a daring genius : but mo- 
lality and policy being more eafy to conqpria-; 
lend than the iciences, and thefe oeinj broumt 
to perfection amongft them befpre the o(hef 
arts, it has happened that the Chinefe^ who 
have continued above twathouiaad yeara withia 
the fame limits they had at firft adaiiiedy havft 
tontinued but tniddlinjg profieienti in die fdr 
ences ; and are the firtt people in the world is^ 
morals and policy, as well as the cnofi as^ 
muku . 

Alter 
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After kiedi tuaxiy dtbe? JeAiits kmnd the 
lUfny Into «hi9 Vaft 4»ti}pire ^ «ivd bf ttie belp of 
the Euitopeafi fcien^es, tbey fecretly fcattered 
liHra* i!^9 ef Chriilkfiky atnongft the chiUreo 
0f that people, wh^m cbey took care to inftnift 
whenever they bad an opportunity* SomeDo*- 
minicaiiS) who w«ire joiifed in this mifficHi, ac- 
6itM the Jefuitsi df permitting idolatry^ ^hiUl 
4lley prtsLthed up Chr tftianity. This was a de- 
4<fate p6itlt, as well as the condud to be aii« 
lerved" iti China. 

* The laws and tranquility of this great em^* 
^re are founded on the mott natural^ and at 
the fiime time the moft facred'of all rights, the 
Mjpeet of children to their parents. To this 
reipeft they join that iAich they owe to their 
Hrk mafters in' tnoraltty, and efpacially to Gdh- 
fbt^cee, or Confiicius^ as we call him, an an- 
cient philosopher, who had taught them the 
principles of virtue five hundred years before 
the founding of Chriftiamty« 

Every family afietnbles on a particular d«y 
to do honour to theiraneeftors $ and tbe^Iearned 
meet ptiblkly to- honour Con-fut-^ee. They 
proftrate themfelves according to their manner 
€f ialuting their fuperiors, which was formerly 
called adoration throughout all Afia. They 
b<irn wax tapers and perfumes. The colaos^ 
Pa whom the Spaniards h^ve given the name 
of mandarine, twice a year kill feveral animafSy 
near thefatd! where Con-fut-2ee is honoured, 
and irfberWards feaft upon theiti. Are theie ce- 
remonies idolatrous, or are they merely civil 
iMfKttftions? Do they hereby adcnowledge their 
Iparents Kad Con^ Ait-acee for deities I or are they 

•cveii 
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even invoked as our faints, ? Is ^§: in fliort M 
political cuftom, which fotne of the n^ore ftaper- 
.ftitious Chincfe: abufe ?. • Thefc were jfueinoni 
ithat could not eafily be.cl.eaned i)p, in Cbios 
by ftrangers, and .v^hich we were unable to de- 
cide in Europe. 

The Dominicans laid an ac^qount of the orf- 

:toms pf the Chinfefo before, the IilquHition of 

Rome in 1645. . The Moiy o&ce^frqwi ibeir 

. Eepi^en^atioil, Jojbade theimfe of thefecereoKH 

nies till the pope Ihould give bis decifion. 

The Jcfults defended the cagfe of the Chi- 
:ne(eand their ceremonies, which in their opi- 
' nion could not be forbidden, without for ever 
r barring the entrance againftChriftiani ty in an em- 
%pire fo jealous of its cuft^ma. . They prefentad 
'their reafons on this head. The inquiiitioa in 
• 1656 permitted that the literati (hould continue 
tto revere Con-fut-zee, and the Chinefe chil- 
.dren to honour their anceftors : but protefted at 
the fame time againft all fuperftition, if theie 
Was any. 

While the affair remained thus undecided, the 
> miffionaries always divided, and the caufe fol- 
liciting at Rome from time to time, the Jc- 
fuits at Pekin infinuated themfelves fo far into 
the eftecm of the emperor Camhj, by their ma- 
thematical knowledge, that this prince, re« 
nowned for his virtue and goodnefs, permitted 
them at length to exercife their office of mif- 
fionaries, and teach Chriftianity publicly. But 
.hereit may be necefl^ry to otfervc, that this 
defpotic monarch, grandfon to the conqueror of 
China, was neverthclefs fubjed by cuftom to the 
-laws of the empire ^ .that he could not by his 
;OWA authority alone permit the exercife ofCbri* 

fti- 
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ftiaiutji smd was obliged to foUicit one- of the 
tribunak upon that head; and that he himfelf 
drew up two petitions in the name bf- the Je- 
iuits. At laft, in 1672, Chriftianity was pep> 
mitted in (i^hina,. through the indefatigable 
pains and addrefs of the Jefuits alone« 

There issafe Paris ahoufe eftablifhed for foreign 
miffionaries. Some priefts educated here were 
then in China. The pope, who fends apoftolic 
vicars into all the Countries, which they caH 
the regions of infidelity, made choice of a prieft 
named Maigrot, out of thishoufe, to go to pre* 
fide as vicar in the.Chinefe miffion, and gave 
liim the bifliopric of Conon, a little Chinefie 
province in Fo-Iden. ^ This Frenchman, thus 
'become a bifhop in China, began with not only 
declaring the rites performed for the dead faper^ 
ftitious- and idolatrous j but alfo pronounced the 
learned men of that nation atbeifts : fo that 
the Jefuits had nam more t6« do to. ftru gg le 
againfi their brother miffionario^ .than againft 
ue mandarins and the people. - They rcpre^ 
ijpmted to the court of Rome, that it was not 
<onfiftent that the Chinefe Should be at .once 
atheifts and idolaters.. It was: urged againft 
*thefe learned men, that they admitted only mat- 
ter ; but then the difficulty was to account' for 
their invoking the fouls of their deceafed an- 
c^ots, and that of Con-fut-zee< - One of thefe 
crbarges evidently deftroyed the other, unlefs it 
was pretended that they admitted contradkSions 
in China, as is fi> frequently done with us. But 
it was neceflary tq be well acquainted with thoir 
I^gtf^"^ ax^jiianners to reconcile tbisfeeming 
contradidion. This affair remain^- a Jong 
itinoe before the court of Romej and in the 

mean 
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mem while the Jdimt were acudRd on ^ 



' Father le Comte, one of their moft letmed 
aufionaries^ had exprtfled bimfelf diua in bit 
memoirs of Cbma : ^^ This peogf e have had 
amongft them for two tfaoufandyhars a knewh 
(ledge of the true God ; and £nrificed to the 
Creator of the univerfe in the laoft andcot 
rtcmple of the world; China pradifed tli|e 
pureft leflbns of morality^ when Eiirope wdi iiv 
darkneff and corniptioo." 

We have already fcen diac this nationraeei 
«P9 by an authentic hiftor^^ and by » (hooeSaii 
^thirty-fix calculated ecii{^ei, eveii beyond the 
4KB in which we place the deluge« The kamed 
men of that aacioa have never bad aiqr odKr 
edigion than that which conifts in the adoitt^ 
tion of a fupreane being. Then: wocflnp wea 
jiifticc; They gouM 'not be acqmiftted wjlh 
-dK fawa of Mote f iMrtbe«ie«t>eiMtlaw#f 
4he MeCah, which sMMined fe long unkaDM 
« die mtiona^f the Weft and' Noadi; b la 
wruiadiat Oaul, GenaangFt Ea^aod, mi SI 
^dtt Nord^ wai plunsed in the mft \ 
idolatry^ when tiietnbuJialevf die 
cf China cultivated morelity mi the 
of lawBt at dM tene doie ackttowledgiiig one 
<ible God, whom they atarayaworfliifpediadie 
-fiuneiiniiiliP manner, wtthoiic the leaft vafir'^ 
Thefe evidmt trutte were more thaa fnfli 
/to ittftify the expreffiena oiade ule of by* 
rdier le Comtet but as theie wii iomm 
i» thde aflintioni which feemed to ftrike WMalb 
die received notmMi they wen attached m the 
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The abbe Bdltsi, bcodier to Defpraaex, at 
great a critic as hb brother, and a greater eae* 
.jMjr ID tbe Jefiuts, decbfcd (in 1700) tUa en* 
«oiiiinm on the Chioefe a dam bla^phemf • 
lliis abbe was . a man of a lively and peculiar 
femmB^ whp wsote the mo& ferious and bold 
ahingi in . a.huobcous fttle. He was aoAor 
.flf a book entitled Flagellanfies, and (otat odicr 
pieoBSoftbe like kind. He find he wrote tbem 
in iLatiBy (ot fear of bekig cenfored bv die bilhopi. 
His brother (aid of him, ^* That M'he bad neC 
AoeBaido&>r of thafiorbonne,he would havebeen 
re doAor of the Italian oomedjr/' Hedecktniod 
jvaolcndy aoaisft jfae JcTuits and the Chincfii^ 
moi^ktgml»y£Huing9 ^ That the encomhuns 
wn that people had ihook his Cbriffian bnuu^ 
Tbefarains of die reft of that afinbljrTceaMd 
#n he iiot.nnidi Jc6 difiirdered. Tfaeie wcie 
onthefubfea; Anemcnddo&- 
i iiS tMSrwas of I 




. ndvea itt. awtv pvtiBuhHr* Xnc wffaatp ' y^ 

but et iengdk the Socboane dedand the 

gwen m thr Gbineie fidfe, ica» 

I -ma^ Hnpuiuaj am napEncn* 

Thui Ji^i^ -whkh .was easrisd on wUi 

:gpoat wanoadi^ tadansnl :tfaat about the eere- 

Montesi and A length pepe Cleaeat XI« die 

rwaraftef fent a l^aiasn China* The per- 

ndo ne iDaoe cnoioe as 00 uK occanon was 

'Thomas MaOhodde Tnunmr^ titulary patri- 

.mchof Antiochy who did not arrire in Cbiiti 

; Idl .1705. The eoiiit of Fekin were till thdt 

Csme wholly ignorant that thej had been under 

1 tiial as RoBKand Paris. The e»pcroe Cambi 
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ac firft. received the pBXfhx&ic Toitnum with 
great civility. But how^ great was bis iuh' 
prize when he undcrftood by the legatef8»iniB»i 
preters, that the Cfariftians who preached tbcir 
religioa in his empire, did not agred^asiongft 
themfelves, and that this legate came todeamt 
a difpute of which the court of.Pekin hai 
itever till then heard the leaft mention. Tha 
Icgzte gave his majefty .to underftand, thatjall 
the miffionaries, except the JefuitSy coadcnnsA 
the ancient cuftDilis of his empire, and avettiuC* 
peded his Chineft au^efty>-aiid ^1 tke teamed 
men of his kingdom to be atheiftSy wfao sHhu^ 
ted only of a material heaven. . He addedv that 
he had in his dominions the learned bift^p^ «f 
*Conon, who would explain tfaefe mattoft^iioie 
fully, if his majefty. would condefcend. to: ^«e 
'him an hearing. .The monardi'fbiiixlrhJa.fii&> 
-prize encreafe when he. was. infomcduthiit ha 
dbad bifhdps iniam empiM >-«ad the boadcr .will 
,he not lefs ib, when be fiiKU*.thia prince canriai 
*his indulgeni6e ib hx as to/parmit the -biAnpaf 
*Conon to come to him to. talk againfr his xm» 
'ligbn, the cuftotns of h& jcpuntrfy.aAd-vrai 
againijb himfdf. The tuihop of Coaon wanad* 
mitted to an audience. . He airaa veryditik ao« 
^^ainied !with the Ghinefe hiagtug^. Thecn^ 
*pen>r began by afldng Ihim the meaning o£lbar 
charafiers which werq dcsawn in gold a£o«e hia 
•thrpnc.* Maigrot could read only two; butha 
maintained tluit the.wiords Jurii^-/i^, wbtfcb the 
emperor had written in his pocloBt-book^jdidiiioC 
fignify ad^£ the Lord cf Huvm*^ The ompenar 
had the patience to explain to Jiim, that itwaseha 
precife roeanidg of thefe words^ and even i)a»« 
dafcclided toxnter into a long argf!uiient, in 

which 
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wfcidr km nmJiimd . the Itonoura paid todie * 
Tlie bifliop however remained inflexible i 
; mkj well be believed that the Jefuits had 
1 at court than hmi. TheempeitM*, . 
wihoJbf tbe laws of the country, might have 
to <featb9 contented hunfelf with onlf 
Mr iMin s and paflM an ordinance, that 
ail the-Ewopeana willing to remain in his em* 
pMC^AovU for thefuiuie be obliged to take 
hii Imnre o£ pioiedioo) and undergo an ex« * 

Aafer deToumoo, die legate, he had orders 
au^pnt tbe capital. Asfoonashegot toNantkia 
ho. puUiflied a mandate, entirely condemning 
aU the Chinefe rkes, in regard to the dead, aiid 
lisfbidding the ufing that exprcflion which die 
coapcior uted to fignily tte Gadeflmmwi. 

The l^^te upon this vras banilhed to Macao» 
of which the Chinefe always retain the ibve- 
icignty, though they permit the Portuguefe to 
have a governor th^re. Whilft he was in his 
ooafincment here, the pope Tent him a Kat } but 
ihb only fenred tomake him die a cardinaJ, for 
heciMled his days there in 1 7 xo. The enemies 
of the Jefuits laid his death to their charge. It 
WOB fufficient if they imputed his banifmnent 
ao them* 

Thefe divifions imong ftrangers who came 
into die empire, on pretence of inftru^jne it, 
mady difcreditcd the religion they preadied. 
it fu%red ftill more when the court, who 
b^an to ftudy the Europeans more nearly than 
heietof^re, difcdvered, that not only the mii^ 
fionaries were thus divided, but that likewife 
the traders who came fiom Cahton» 

there 
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there were fefeiml £e&$f fworn esktaw to eech 
otber* 

The emperor Gambi did nee €X)ol eoiwidi 
Ike Jefuiu, but greedy toireida ChaMmtfi 
His iucceflbr drove out aU the mtfioMrite^ ari 
pro&ribed the Chriftien religion. This Me 
partly the tthSt of tbofe dirputes asd that mm 
kkact^ with which ftrangertbad pimeeadedeo 
know better than the emperor and hie nagi* 
ftnitef, in wboc ihnfe tho Chineft ' 
their anceftors. 

Tbefe difputee, fo tong the dBjeft of i 
at Partly as wetl at ommt others, arMfng teae 
a mixture of idleneA and teAleflnefe, ore now 
Mtttrly forgotten i peopk are Airprifed thattho^ 
«ver produced fuch animofitiei ; and tbo ipkil 
of philoibphy, which daily gaine gr(NUKl» faMi 
hit tofecure the public tranquillity. 

CHAP. CCXL 

A RECAriTULATioM of the whole of the 
FoRKooiNO History, with the Point of 
Light in which it ought to be conlidcred. 

I HAVE now gone thro* the immenfe ftene 
cf revolutrons, that the w6rld hat expe* 
ricnced iincc the time of Charleniafi;ne : and to 
what have they aTl tended f to de&ladon, and 
the lofs of millions of Ihres! Everv great event 
has been a capital misfortune. Htlfory has kept 
no account of times of peace and tranquilTitj { 
St relates onlj ravages and AlMtcr^. 

We 



« We4i«VB'bebel<i our EufOpc averfpratd witb/ 
baiiariant after the fall of the Roman empire y 
aod^hefe harbariaiif^ when become Cbriftumt, 
cmtiBttaUy at war vith the Mahoaetant» w 
elfe deftroying each other. 

< We -have Aeetl luly defolati^ by perpecoal 
1MBIS jMiweea ciqr and cky ; the Godphs and 
QihcUuies miituiJly deftroying eacsii others* 
nrfiole ^s of confpinicieSf aod (ncceflireimip-*. 
tioBB cf diftant nations* who have paflcd the 
Alps, and driven each other from their fettle- 
■leiiie by torns,* tdl at lengthy in all this beau- 
tifal and extenitve coitntry, there remained 
ambf two flmee of any confideration governed' 
hr their own narives, viz* Venice an^ Rome. 
The others, namely Naples, Sicily, Milan, 
Kuma, Plaeentia, and Tufetoy, are onderthe 
dominion of foreignenu 

The other great fiates of Chriftendom have 
aU of them fuilered eqvsdly by warsy and intef- 
tine commotions ; but none of them have been* 
brought under iil^^Uon thereby to a neighbour- 
ing power. The re&dt of thefe eniHefs diftur* 
bapces and perpetual jars has been only the 
feparating of fome fmall provinces from one 
ftate, to be traosfered to another. Flanders^ 
for examplet which was the ancient peerdom 
of f rannc, pai&d to die hoofe of Burgundy 
fa>q[^.ibre^a hands* and from thishou& to that 
of Auftria ; and a foiall part .of this Flanders 
opsne aoin into the hands of the Fmnch in the 
niig^mtiewia XIV. Several provinces of An* 
C|Q^ Gaul were in fibrmer times diAnember ed« . 
Aiba^ which was a part of Ancient Gaul, came 
afterwards to belong to Germany,, andis^at 
tt^ar day • province of Fcanoe. Uppeit Navarre, 

5 which 
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which 'fhould be a demefne of the elder I 

of the houfe -or Bourbon, belongs- to -Ike* 

younger ; and Rouffiilon, which was formeriy 

die Sp^uriard's,' now belongs to the cMym-ai 

France. 

' During all thefe fhocks, - there have betti 
formed unce the time of Charlemagne onif' 
two abfoluteiy ^independent republics, lumeiy* 
* that of Switzerland and that pf Holland. 

' No one; great kingdom has been able to fii^ 
due another. France, notwithftanding • the 
conquefts of Edward IIL and Henry V. not- 
withftandingthevi£lories and efforts of Charkt 
V. and Philip II. has ftill preferred its limttt, 
and even extended them; Spain, Gefmany^ 
Great Britain, Poland, and the northern ftatct, 
are nearly the fame as they were formerly. . 

What then have been the fruits of the Mood 
of (o many miUions of men, fpilt in battle, and 
the fackine of fo many cities ? Nothing great or 
confideraUe. The (Jhriftian powers have loft 
a> great deal. to the Turks, widiin tfaefe five 
centuries, and hs^ve gained fcarcely any diing 
from each other. 

f All hiflory then, in fliort, is litde elfe Am 
Or long fuccefion of ufelefs cruelties ; and if 
there happens any great revolution, it will bury 
the remembrance df all the pafl difpules, wara^ 
and fiaudulenr treaties, which have produced ^ 
fo many tranfitory. miferies. 

In the number of thefe miferies we majr widi 
juflice indude the difhirbances and civil watt 
on the fcoreof religion* Of thefe Europe lies 
experienced two kinds, and it is hard id fty 
which of them has proved moft fiital to lier. 
The fiifly as' we bavr alicady fecD^ iMa- 

the 
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mm ibe di^mte of die popes with the emperors 
and kings : this began in the time of Lewis 
Ac Fe^fe, and was not entirely at an end, in 
Gcnumyy till after the reign of Charles V. in 
England) till fupprcfled by the refolutionof 
yecn Elwahcth, and in France, till the fub* 
mifioii of Henry IV. The other feurce of lb 
«iadi bloodlhed, was the rage of dc^madzing.* 
The has caufed the fabvernon of more than 
•lie ftatc, fiom the time of the maflacre of the 
AJbigjCttlbs, to the thirteendi century, and from 
she Imall war of the Cevennoi&, to the begin-^ 
ning of the eighteenth. The field and the fcaf<- 
fbld ran with blooi on^account of theological 
arguments, foraetimes in onexsentury, fometimes 
inamother» foralmoft five hundred years, with- 
but intcrrapticn ; and t'le long continuance of 
this dreadftil Ax)urge was owing to this, th^t 
flMrality was always negle^d, to indulge « 
^Mot of dogmatizing. 

It nnift therefore once again beacknowleged, 
that hiftmy in general is a colie&ion of crimes^ 
fciUies, and misfortunes, among which we have 
now and then met with a few virtues, and fome 
kappy times ; as we fometimes fee a few feat- 
taped huts In a barren defert. 

In thofe times of darknefs and ignorance, 
vriiich we.diftingui/h by the name of the middle 
iigB, no one perhaps ever deferved fo well of 
mankind as pope Alexander VIII. It was he 
who jdioiifhed vaflalage, in a council which he 
lield in the twelfth century. It was this fame 
pontiff who triumphed in Venice by his pru- 
dence, over the brutal violence of the emperor 
Frederick Barbaroffii, and who obliged Henry 
il. of Fngland to a(k pardon of God and roaii 

Vol. XX. H for 
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for the murder of Thomas Bcckct*. He reftored 
the rights of the people^ and chaftifed thewic* 
kednefs of crowned heads. We have had oc- 
cafion to remark, that, before this aeca, all Eu- 
rope, a very fmall number of cities excepted, 
was divided between ti^o ranks of people ; the 
lords, or owners of lands, either eccleiiaftical 
9r fecular, and the villains, or flaves. The 
lawyers who af&fted . the kntghts, bailifis, and 
flewards of fiefs, in giving their fentences, were 
in h& no other than bondmen, or villains, 
themfelves. And, if mankind at lens;th enjoy 
their rights, it is to pope Alexander VIII. ihej 
are chiefly indebted for this happy change. It 
is to him that fo many cities owe their prefent 
fplendour ; neverthelefs, we know that this li* 
berty was not univerfaily extended. It has ne«^ 
ver made its way into Poland ; the husbandman 
there is ftill a flave, and confined to the glebe ; 
it is the fame in Bohemia, Suabia, and feveral 
other countries of Germany; and even in 
France, in feme of the provinces the moft re- 
mote from the capital, we ftill fee remains of 
this flavery# There are fome chapters and 
monks, who claim a right to all the goods of 
the peafant^. 
In Afia, on the contrary, there are no flaves 

• Thai is to fay, he obliged a great prince to do fliamefol 
^tnoance, for a murder in which he had no coDcero } and by 
what means did he manifeft this power ? by employing aJl 
fie villainous arts of prieftcraft, to alienate the affcdioos of 
the people from th^ ir natural foYereign ; by excommunici- 
Cions, interdi^oBSy and abfolving the fobje^s from their 
oaths of allegiance. As for Becket, whom AJexaoder al« 
lowed tc be canonized, we hope there are not three firitoMg 
now living, who do not dcteft his charadlcr, as th«t of a 
perniciotts fire-brand, whofe pride, infolence, and fanati- 
ctfm kept his fovcrcign and hia country in continva! difqnieL 
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'bat tfaofe which are parchafed with money, or 
taken prifoners in hattle. In the Chriffian ftates 
of Europe, Acy do not buy flaves, neither do 
they reduce their prifbners of war to a ftate of 
fenritnde. The Afiadcs have only a domeftic 
ferritude ; Chriftians only a civil one. The 
pea&nt in Poland is a bondman in the lands, 
fajt not in the houfe of his lord. We purchafe 
Isouihold-flaves only from the negroes ; we are 
frvcrely reproached for thb kind of traffic, but 
t^^c people who make a trade of felling their 
chrTdren, are certainly more blameable thati 
thofe who purchafe them, and this traffic is 
only a proof of our fuperiority. He who vo- 
I'jntarily fubjc<2s himfelf to a mailer, is dc* 
f.^ned by nature for a flave *. 

^Wt have fccn that, from time immemorial, 
they have tolerated all religions in Aiia, much 
. in the fame manner as it is at prefent done in 
England, Holland, and Germany. We have 
c b^erved, that this toleration was more general 
in Japan than in any other country whatever, 
till the fatal affair which rendered that govern- 
* ment fo inexorable. 

We may have obferved, in the coar(e of fo 
many revolutions, that ieveral nations, almoft 
entirety fava^e, have been formed both in £u- 
» rope and Aiu, in thl>fe very countries which 
were formerly the molt civilized. Thus, feme 
. cf the iilands of the Archipebgo, which were 
once fo flourifhing, are now little better than 
Indian habiutions in America. The country 

• We apprehend that all the ttStBs of all the people In 
' Pnmce, cr of any other arbitrary govemmcRt, properiy 
< fpcakinf, bdong to the crown; ina&nuGh au tbe fovereign 
C9n feizc them at his pkafure. 

H 2 where 
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where formerly were the cities of Artaxate% 
Tigranocertes, and Colchos, are not now^ of 
half the value of fome of our petty colonies. 
Theip are in fome of the iflands, forefts, and 
mountains' in the very heart of Europe, a fet 
of people^ who are in nothing fuperior to ttiofe 
of Canada, or the negroes of Africa. The 
Turks are more civilized, but we hardly know 
of one city built by them ; they have fufFered 
the moft noble and beautiful monuments of an- 
tiquity to fall to decay, and reign only over a 
pile of ruins. 

They have nothing in Afia that in the Icall 
refembles our European nobility; nor is there 
to be found throughout the whole Eaft any one 
order of citizens, diftinguifhed from the others 
by hereditary titles, or particular privileges and 
Indulgencies, annexed folely to birth. The 
Tartars feem to be the only people who .have 
fome faint Ihadow of this inftitution, in the 
race of their Mirzas. We meet with nothing 
either in Turky, Perfia, the Indies, or China, 
that bears any limilitude to that body of nobility 
which forms an effential part of evcrv European 
monarchy. We muft go as far as Malabar to 
meet with any likenefs to this fort of conftttu- 
tion ; and there again it is very different, and 
confifts in a tribe wholly dedicated to bearing 
arms, and wlych never intermixes, by marriage 
or othcrwife, with any of the other tribes or 
cafts, and will not even condcfccnd to bold any 
commerce with them. 

The greatcft difference between us and tbf^ 
Orientals, is in the manner of treating our wo- 
men. No female ever reigned in the Eaft, un- 
led that princefs of Mingrelia, whom Sir Joha 
Cbardia tell us of in his voyages, and wliMilie 
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acculcs of robbing him. In France, tho* tbe wo- 
men cannot wear the crown, they may be re-- 
gents of the kingdom^ and have a right to every 
oth^r throne, but that of the empire and Poland. 

Another difference, in our manner of treating 
women, is the cuftom of placing about their 
perlofis men deprived of their virility, a cuflom 
which has always prevailed in Afia and Africa, 
and has at times been introduced into Europe 
by the Roman cmpcrcrs- At prcfcnt there is 
not throughout all Chriftendom two hundred 
eunuchs employed, either in our churches or 
dieatres, whereas all the eaftern feraglios fwarm 
with them. 

In fhort, we differ in every refped. In reli- 
gion, policy, government, manners, food, 
doathing, and even in our manners of writ- 
ing, czprefing, and thinking. That in which 
^ the moft refemble them is, that propenfity 
to war, flaughter, and deftrudion, which has 
always depopulated the face of the earth. It 
muft be owned, however, that this rage hss 
taken much lefs pofleflion of the minds of the 
t)eople of India and China, than of ours. In 
particular, we have no inftance of the Indians 
or Chinefe having made war upon the inhabi- 
tants of the North. In this refped they are 
much better members of fociety than ourfelvcs ; 
but then, on the other hand, this very virtue, 
or rather meeknefs, of theirs, has been their 
hiin ; for they have been all enflaved. 

In the midfl of the ravages and defolations 
which we have obferved during the fpace of 
nine hundred years, we perceive a love for or- 
der which fecretly animates human kind, and 
has prevented its total ruin. Ti|is is one of 
Hj the 
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the fprings of nature which always recovers its 
tone ; it is this which has formed the code o£ 
all nations, and this infpires a veneration for 
the laws and the minifters of the laws at Ton-^ 
quin, and in the ifland of Forraofa, the fame 
^s at Rome. Children refpeft their parents in, 
all countries, and in every country (let others, 
fay what they will) the fon is his father's heir; 
for, though in Turky the fon of a Timariot 
docs not inherit his father's dignity, nor, itx 
India, the fon of an Omra his lands ; the reafon 
is, becaufe neither the one nor the other belong 
to the father himfelf. A place for life is, in na 
country of the world, confidered as an inhcri* 
t:ince ; but^ in Perfia, in India, and through* 
out all Afia, every native, and even every ftran* 
ger, of whatfoever religion, except in Japan^ 
may purchafe lands that are hot part of the 
crown demefnes, and leave them to bi^ familyf 

In our Europe, indeed, there are ftill foo^e 
natlpns, where the law will not fuffer a ftran« 
ger to purchafe a field or buryiog-place in tbeix 
territories. The barbarous right of Aubaine, 
by which a ftranger beholds his father's eftate 
go to the king's treafury, ftill fubfids in all the 
Chriflian ftates, unlefs where it is btherwiiip 
provided by private convention. 

We likewife have a notion, that in thei 
eaftern countries the women are all ilaves^ 
becaufe they are confined to the duties of do- 
meftic life. If they were readly fl^ves, thcgf 
tnuft become beggars at the death of tbeir bu^> 
bands, which is not the cafe^ the law every 
where provides a ftated portion for them, and 
this portion they obtain in cafe of a divorce* 
In every part of the world, we find laws cfta- 
blilhed for the fupport of families. 
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In all nations there is a proper curb to arbi- 
trary power, either by law, cuftom, or man- 
ners. The Turkifli fultan can neither touch 
the public treafure, break the Janifiaries, nor 
intcifcrc with the iniide of the feraglios of any 
of his fiibjefts. The emperor of China cannot 
pubTtfb a fingle edi£t, without the fandlion of a 
tribunal. Every ftatc is at times liable to vio- 
lent oppreflions ; the grand vizirs and the Iti- 
inadoulets exercife rapine and murder, it is true. 
But they are no more authorifed fo to do by the 
fiiw9, than the wild Arabs, or wandering Tar- 
txrs^ are to plunder the caravans. 

Religion teaches the iame^ principles of mora- 
Ktj to all nations, without exception ; the ce- 
femonies of the Afiatics are ridiculous, their 
IfeKef abfurd, but their precepts are juft; the 
dervi/e, the faquir, the bonze, and the talopin, 
arc always cryin; out, ** Be juft and beneficent.**^ 
The common people in China are accufed of 
being great cheats in trade ; tAey are perhaps 
encouraged to this vice, by knowing that they 
can purchafe afcfolution for their crime of their 
bomcSy for a trying piece of money. The mo- 
ral precepts taught them are good, the indul- 
gence which is ^Id them is baa. 

We are not to credit thofe travellers and mif- 
fionaries, who have reprefented the aiftern 
priefts to us as perfens who preach up iniquity; 
this is traducing human nature, it is not pof- 
fiUe that there ihould ever exift a religious (b- 
ciety, tnftituted for the encouragement or pro- 
pagation of vice. 

We fhould equally deceive ourfelves, wer* 

we to believe, that the Mahometan religion 

owes it3 eftablifhment wholly to the fword- 

H 4 The 
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The Mahometans have had their miffionaries ia 
the Indies, and at China ; and the fe^ of 
Orr.ar and AH difpute with each other for pro- 
fe!) tes, even on the coafh of Coromandel and 
Malabar. 

From all that we have obferved in this 
fetich of univerfal hiflory^ it follows, that 
r^'harcver concerns human nature, is the (amc 
from one end of the univerfe to the other, and 
thac what is dependant upon cuftom differs, or» 
if tht-re is any refemblance^ it is the eiFe^ of 
chance. The dominion of cuftom is much more 
cxtciifive than that of nature, and influences 
2li manners and all ufages. It diiFufes variety 
over the face of the univerfe. Nature efiablifhcs 
unity, and every where fettles a few invariable 
principles : the foil is iliU the fame^ but cul* 
ture produces various fruits* 

As nature has placed in the heart of man, kir 
fereft, pride, and all the paifions, it ia no won* 
dery. that, duruig a period of about fix ceotu* 
ri?s, wc meet with almofl a continual fucceifioA 
ct crimes and difader?. If we go -back to ear- 
]icr aic«, v/e ihall find them no better* Cuftom 
i:as ordered it fo, that evil has every where 
operated in a different manner*. 

CHAP. CCXII. 

Of the Polite Arts in Europz, at the 
Time of Lewis XIV. 

I HAVE fufficiently hinted, in the courfe of 
tbis hfttory, that the public difafters it 
contains, and which fucceed each other almoft 
without intermiffion, arc at length crafed from 



Time of LEWIS XIV. 153 

Ac regifters of time. The fprings, and minuter 
rircumftances of politicks, fink into oblivion; 
Whtlft wife laws and inftitutions, the monu- 
ilients produeed by the arts and fciences, conti- 
nue for even . . 

Of the iramenfe crowd of ftrangersthat now 
travel to Rome, not as pilgrims, but as peHbns 
of tafle, hardly one is at the pains to enquire 
any thing; concerning Gregory VII. or BoAi- 
face VUL they admire the beautiful churches 
{milt by a Bramantes and a Michael Angelo, the 
paintings of a Raphael, and the fculptures of a 
Bernini ; if they have genius, they read the 
works of Ariofto and Taflb, and reverence the 
afhes of Galileo. In England the exploits of 
Cromwell are fcarcely mentioned, and the dif« 
pates of the white and red rofes are almoft for« 
gotten ; but Newton is ftudied for whole year^ 
tc^ether: no one is furprifed to (ee in bis epi- 
taph, ** That he was the glory of mankind \*^ 
but it would be matter of great wonder in that 
country, to fee the remains of any ftatefman bo« 
noiired with fach a title. 

I ihould be glad, in this place, to do juftice 
to all the great men, who, like him, were the 
ornaments of their country in the laft century. 
I kave called this the Age of Lewis XIV. not 
only becaufe this monarch patronized the arts 
much more than all the other kings, hiscotem* 
poraries, put together, but alfp, becaufe he faw 
all the generations of the princes of Europe 
thrice renewed. I have fixki this epoch fome 
ye^rs before the time of Lewis XIV . and have 
carried it down fome years after his deceafe, a& 
this was in izSt the fpace of time in which the 
human mind made the girateft progrefs. 

Hs The 
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The£nglilb have made greater advances $0* 
wards perfection, in almoft every fpeciea ^ 
learning, from x66o to the preient.tiiiiey than lA 
all the precedinjp; ages. I mall not here repeat 
what I have eliewhere faid, of ^jlton. It U 
true, he isaccufed by feveral critica of a whim* 
fical extravagance in bis dcicriplionsi iocb at 
that of the fools paradife > the walla of alabaftfff 
with which the garden of Eden was furround* 
ed ; the devils, who transformed themfelves 
from giants to pigmies, ta take up lefs room 
in the council-chamber of hell, built all of pyre 
gold ; ' the firing of cannon in heaven ', the bills 
that the combatants flung at each other's beads 1 
angels on horfeback, and angels whofe bodies, 
after being cut afunder, unite again. He is 
complained of for his prolixity and inceflant le* 
petitions. They fay he neither equals Ovid nor 
Hefiod, in that long dtfcription of the form»* 
tion of the earth, animals, and man. His diT* 
fertations on aflronomy are cenfured, as being 
too dry and uninterefting^ bis invention th^t^M 
ratber extravagant than wonderfiil, and more 
difguftful than ftriking ; for inftance, the long 
caufcway over chaos ^^ fin and death enamoured 
of each other, and having children by their in* 
ecAuous commerce i *< Death, who lifts vp^bis 
nofe, to fnuff, through the imnienfity of chaos^ 
(he change which has befel tbe eartb^ as a i»- 
vcn fmeils dead carcafes/' «Tbe fame Death 
who fmells out fin, who ftrikcs with his petri* 
fying club on tbe elements of Earth and Watery 
who, together with Heat and Humidity, be* 
coming four valiant generals of an army, lead- 
ing in battle-array tbe Jight-armed embrios of 
atoms. In Ihort, writers have exbaufied tbem* 
fclvcs in criticifms on this celebrated work j but 
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fhcre can be no end to the praiYes It merits* 
-MHtofi will ever continue the boaft and admira- 
tion of the EngViftt nation, will always be com- 
'fttfed to Homer, whofe faults are eqaaily great, 
*0nd always preferred to Dante, wfaofe imagina- 
tion iseven more extravagant. 

Among the great number of pleaiine pocts^ 
*that adorned the reign of Charles II. fuch as 
• Waller, the earls of Dorfet and Rofcommon, 
^he duke of Buckingham, i^c/tht celebrated 
'Dryden holds adiftingurihed place: he is equally 
famous in all the different fpecies of poetry. 
His writings abound with a number of minute 
"pafticulars, at once natural and lively, animat- 
ed, bold, nervous, ai^d pathetic; a merit in 
-which he has been equalled by no other poet of 
Ims nation, nor exceeded by any one among 
the ancients. • If Pope, who came after him, 
had not. in the latter part of his life, written 
hh Effay on Man, he would have fallen far 
'fliort of Drydcn.' 

No nation has ever treated morality, in vcrfe, 
"With fo much enerpy and depth, as the Eng- 
llfli. In this I think feems to lie the greatcft 
merit of thcrr pocfs. 

There is another kind of varied liferaturr, 
which requires a (trill more cultivated and uni- 
verfal genius 5 this Addifon poflcfled in an emi- 
Tient degree. He has not only immortalized 
Ws name by his Cato, which is the only Eng- 
IHh tragedy written with elegance and well fup- 
ported dignity, but his other writings, both mo- 
ral and critical, breathe the verv foul of good 
fafte; here fcnfe is every who-e cmbellilhed 
vMh the flowers of imagination j and his man— 
ttcr of writing may fervc as a model to all na- 
' - ' i Hi) * ' tionf . 
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V tions- There are feveral little piecea of Dete 
\ Swift, unmatched by any thing of the kind ai 
^ antiqviity. He is.Rabelais improved. 

The Englifh are not acquainted with funeral 
orations, it not being the cuftom with them to 
praife their kings and queens in their chiircbe|» 
but pulpit eloquence, which, before the reign of 
Charles II. was very rude, became formed on a 
fuJden. Biihop Burnet acknowleges, that thi» 
was owing to their imitation of the French; 
perhaps they have even furpaiTed their mafters; 
they are not fo fiiff, afFeAed, and declamatorf 
in their fermons, as the French are. 

It is alfo very remarkable that thefe iflanden, 
who are feparated from the reft of the world, 
and who remained fo long untaught, ihouU 
have acquired at leaft as much knowlege of an- 
tiquity as is to be met with at Rome, though 
the center of all nations. Maiham has un-* 
veiled the dark accounts of ancient Fgypt ; no 
Perfian had ever a m6re perfect knowlege of 
the religion of Zoroafter, than the celebrated 
Hyde. The hiftory of Mahomet, and the timet 
preceding him, which was unknown to the 
Turks, has been fully illuftrated by Hales, who 
made fo many ufeful voyages to Arabia. 

There is no country in the world, where Ae 
Chridian religion has been fo ftrongly attacked, 
and fo learnedly defended, as in England. From 
the time of Henry VIII. to that of Cromwell, 
they carried on their difputes like the anuent 
gladiators, who were wont to come into the 
Arena to fight, with a fcymetar in their hand,. 
^i)d a bandag# about their eyes. Some flight 
difFerences in dodirine and worship, were pro* 
dudtive of the moft bloody wars -, whereas, 
iiuce the reft oration to the preient time^ tho^ 
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fiaurCtt a year has palTod without fome attack 
upon Chriftiantty, the concroverfy has not ex- 
cited the leaft difturbance ; learning being the 
only weapon now employed on either iide> in- 
ftead of nre and fword, as formerly. 

But, it is in philofophy that the £nglifh have 
particularly bad the maftery over all other na- 
tions. Ingenious and fpeculattye notions were 
out of the queftion. The fables of the Greeks 
bad been long laid aiide, and thofe of the mo- 
derns were to appear no more. Chancellor Ba- 
oon firft led the way, by afierting that we &ouId 
fearch into nature in a new manner, and have 
recourfe to experiments* Boyle employed His 
whole life In making them. This is no place 
for difcuflions on natural philofophy; let it fuf- 
iice to fay, that, after three thoufand years of 
vain enquiries, Newton was the firft who dtf- 
cmrered and demonftrated the great law of na- 
ture, by which every part of matter tends to- 
wards the center, and all the planets are retained 
in their proper courfe. He was the firft who 
truly beheld light \ before him we knew not 
what it was. 

His principles of the mathematics, which 
contain a fyftem of natural philofophy, entirely 
new and true, are founded on the difcovery of 
what is called the Calculation of Infinites,^ the 
laft eflFefi of geometry, and which was executed 
by him at the age of'twenty-four. This occa^ 
fioned that great philofopher, the learned HaU 
ky, to fay, " That it will never be permitted 
aav mortal to approach nearer to the Deity.''* 

Numberlefs good geometricians and natural 
philofophers were at once improved by his dif- 
coveries, and encouraged to purfue the tra£t he 
had poiAtcd out to them. Bradley at length 
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went (b far as to difcover the parallax of Ihe 
Irxetl ftarst at twetve mtUiens of milKons of 
miles diftant from our little globe. . 

The fame Halley whom I have juft men- 
t!oned> though no irore than a private aftrono* 
mer, had the command of one of the king's 
ftips in the year 160?. In this Aip he deteri^ 
mined the poiitton of the ftars of the Antarctic* 
or Soiith Pv>le, and marked the different varia- 
tions of the compafe in all the parts of the 
known world. The famous voyage of the Ar- 
cronauts was^ in com pari fon with his, no more 
than the paffing from one fide of a river to an- 
other in a boat ; and \'^ this voyage of Halley's 
has Rarcclr been i'poken of in Europe. 

T^is ttwiiTercnce of ours fof great thing?, 
wHen bcvx^me too familiar, and the admiration 
iviij bv the ar.ciet;t Greeks to the moft trivial 
ont5, is another proof of the prodigious fupe- 
rloritv of our age over the ancitnt times. Boi- 
IfAu in Kranc*^ and Sir William Temple in 
Fnv'inJ> obt'tinarely deny any ftich fuperiority; 
thoY uem rrloK^ to depreciate their own age, 
in orJcr to exalt them ("elves above It. This 
di'pute bet ^ecn the ancients and moderns is at 
length vVcklcd> at Icjift as to philofophy. There 
is not orie of the atKient philolbphers, who(e 
works are now n^a^le ufc oi for the inftruSiod 
oi vouth> in any of the enlightned nations. 

I*<H:ke alone mii:ht fcne as a great inftance 
of the ill vantage that the prcfcnt time has over 
the fineft ages of Greece. From Plato, down 
to him, there is one great chafm, no one during 
all that interval having explained the operations 
of the foul $ and a perlon who (houM be ac* 
quainted with all that Plato has wrote, and ac- 
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?u;iinted only. with that, would have very little} 
nowlegc, and cvQn that crrDricous. ^ 

The Greek was indeed an eloquent writer ^ 
his apology for Socrates is ^. great piece of ier- 
vice done to the learned of all nations. It 19 
but juft to hold Kim in veneration^ who made 
opprefTed virtue fo venerable, and.itsperfecutors 
fo deteftable,. 1( was Tor a long time though^ 
rtiat he, \yho w«s/o fine a moralift, could not 
he a bad natural philofopher^ he was held aU 
moft fof a father of the church, on account of 
his Tcrnarion, which no one underftood j but 
^hat would be thought of a philofopher in ouc 
days, who fhould cell us that matter is the au^ 
fhor^ and that the world is a figure of twelv^ 
pentagons ? that i^re.is a pyramid, and is linked 
io the earth by num^ ers r How would aperfoi> 
lie received, who liiould go about to prove the 
immortality and metampfycofis of the foul, by 
laying, that flcep comes from watching, watch-l 
iiig from fleep, life from dea^h, and death fron^ 
h7e ? Yet fuch are the arguments thathave been 
.the admiration of fo manv ages, apd ideas ftilj 
jnore extravagant have nnce continued to b^ 
made ufe of, in the education of mankind. 

Locke is the only one who has explained 
lluman Underftanding, in a book where therq^ 
are nothing but truths; and what renders th^ 
work perfeS is, that thefe truths are all clear.*. 
* If we would, once for all, fee in what this 
laftage has the fuperiority over the former ones^ 
we have only tp caft our eyes upon Germany, 
and the North. Dantzickhas produced an He* 
velius, who is the firft aftronomer that was ever 
well acquainted with the planet of the moon^ 
ho man before him having ever fo carefully ex- 
amined the heavens ^ among the many great 
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men whom this age has produced, no one is k 
more ftrikihg example how juftly it miy be 
called the age of Lewis XIV. Hevelius foft ati 
immenfe library by fire. The French monarch 
recompenfed the aftronomer, with a prcfent 
that far overpaid his lofs. 

In Holftein, Mercator was the forerunner 
of Newton in geometry. The BernouiOi of 
Switzerland, were dffciples worthy thfs great 
man, and Leibnitz was for fome time conuder* 
ed as his rival. 

The famous Leibnitz was born at Leipfick : 
lie ended his days in Hanover, like a true phi* 
lofopher, believing in a God, like Newton, 
without confulting the various opinions of man- 
kind. He was perhaps a man of the moft uni- 
verfal learning in Europe; he was an hiffortan 
indefatigable m his enquiries ; a profound civi- 
lian, who enlightened the fludy of the law by 
philofophy, foreign as it may appear to that 
kind of ftudy ; fo thorough a metaphyfician, as 
to attempt reconciling divinity and the meta- 
phyfics ; a tolerable Latin poet ; and laftly, fo 
good a mathematician, as to difpute with the 
great Newton the invention of the calculation 
of infinites, and to make it for fome time 
doubted, which of them had the jufteft claim to 
the honour of that difcovery. 

This was then the golden age of geometry* 
Mathematicians fent frequent challenges to each 
other, that is to fay, problems to folve, much 
in the fame manner as it is faid the ancient 
kings of Egypt and Afia, fent aenigmas to be 
anfwered by one another. The problems pro* 
pofed by thefe geometricians were of a much 
more difficult nature than the Egyptian aenig- 
masi and yet none of them remained unaii* 
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fwfred, ekber in Germany^ England, Italy, or 
France. There never was ^ more univerfal cor- 
refpondence kept between philofophers than at 
t^is period, and Leibnitz contributed not a 
Kttle to encourage it. A republic of letters was 
infeniibly efiabli&ed in Europe, in the midft of 
the moft obftinate war, and the number of dif- 
ferent religions y the arts- and fciences, alt of 
them thus received mutual affiAance fromf 
each other, and the academies helped to form 
this republic. Italy and RuiBa were united by 
the bonds of fcience, and the natives of Eng- 
land, Germany, and France, went to iludy at 
Leyden. The famous phyfician Boerhaave was 
confulted at the fame time by ihe pope and the 
czar of Mufcovy. His principal pupils have iri 
like manner drawn ftrangers after them, and 
are in fome meafure become the phyficians of 
nations* The truly learned of every denomi^ 
nation have ftrengthened the bands of this^rand 
fociety of geniufes, which is univerfally diftiifed, 
and every where independent. This corref<- 
ponderxe is ftill carried on, a^nd proves one of 
the greateft comforts againft the evils which 
ambition and politics fcatter through the world.^ 

Italy has preferved her ancient glory in this 
age, though Ihe has produced no new Taflbs 
nor Raphaels. It is fufficient that (he has once 
produced them. A. Cabrera, a Zappi, and- a 
rilicaia, have (hewn that delicacy is always the 
portion of this nation. The Merope of Maffci^ 
and the dramatic work^i of Metaftaiioj are the 
'beautiful monuments of the age. 

The ftudy of true natural philofophy, as efta- 
blifhed by Gdileo, ftill keeps its ground in. 
fpite of the ancient philofophy^^ which has but 

too.. 
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too many bigotted admirers. Th^ Caffiiiis, the 
Vivianiff, the Mandifi, the Bianchinis* the Za* 
xiottis, and many others, have fpread over Italy 
the fame light which beamed in other coan« 
tries, and, though its principal rays came from 
England, yet the Italian fchools have been able 
to gaze on it in all its. fplendour. 

Every kind of literature has been cukivatecf 
in this ancient feat of the arts as much as elfe* 
where, except in thofe fubjeSfs where a libtrt^ 
of thinking allows a greater fcope to the gehiti* 
in other nations, l^hta a^ in particular ha# 
attained a better knowlecc of antiquity than the 
preeedinc* Italy fumimee more monsnKtitt 
Chan all Europe togeth«r'^ and in proportion jut 
ibefe have been brought to lights fcience hti 
become more extenfive* 

We are indebted for this progrefa tolbme 
wife men and geniufei,- fcatt^red in • finall 
•umber over feme parts of Europe, aimoft-dl 
of them for ^ long time fubjedc^ to perieeu-' 
tions, and loft in oblivion s they have enligbt' 
ened and comforted the world during the wars 
that fpread dtfolation through if. There are 
lifts to be met with elfewkere, of all thofe who 
kavebe^ the ornaments of Germany, England^ 
and Italy. It would be very improper, in 9 
ftrai^er, to pretend to rate the^erits of fo ma*' 
iiy illuftrious men-; let it fuffice then to have 
ihewn, tha€ in the laft age mankind acqttired 
throughout Europe greater lights, than in all 
the ages that preceded it. 
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CHAP. CCXIIL 

A Lift of tbeCbiWrcn of Le wis XIV. The 

SovKREIC^r Princes cotemporary with 
him. His Gekbrals and Ministers. 

Vh CbiUren of Lewis XIF. 

HE married Maria Thercfa of Auftria, born , 
in 1638, onJy daughter to Philip IV. by 
bis firft queen Elizabeth of France, and fifter 

?\ CbarJes II. and Marf^aret There£i, whom 
biiip JIV. bad by^his feoond wi£e Maria Anne 
9f Attftiia* The imptiak ofXewis XIV. wera 
celebrated tbe ninth day of July 1660, and 
Maria Therefa died in 1 683. He had by fac«» 

Lewis tbe ilauphin called Monfe^neur^ bom 
|iioir« \y l66.i» wbodied atMeudofl AprU 14, 

{711* Nothing waa more oomnon for « coiH 
derable time l^fore the death of this princ« 
than tbe following proverb which was applied 
to him : •* The fon of a king, the father of a 
king^ and never king^" Tbeevent feemed tocoono 
tenance the credulity of tboTe who place fadth ii| 
predi£Uoo8> but thi^ faying wa^ ^j a repetition 

J^fti^t which went ^boiit concerning Philipc^Va» 
ois, and was moreover founjkdphi^y on Lewif 
^V's own ftate <rf'healtb» who wa$ mnch more 
robuft than his fon. This prince had by Mary4 
Anne*Chrifti^na--Vi^oria of Bavariai who died 
the 20th of April, 1690* . . t 

I. Lewis Duke of Burgundy, who was born 
Auguft 6, 1682, and died Feb. 18, 17 12. He 
bad iiliie by bis^ dutcbefs^- Maria Adelaide of 
Savov, who died Feb. i2s 171 a, N. duke of 

Bri- 
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Brittany, who died in 1705; Lewis duke of 
Brittany, who died in 17 12; and Lewis Xy^ 
who was born Feb. 15, 1710. 

2. Philip,- duke of Anjou^ king of Spain, bora 
Dec. 19, 1683, died July 9, I746. 

3. Charles, duke of Berry, born Aug* 31, 
1686, died May 4, 17 14. ^ 

Lewis XIV. had two other fons- and three 
daughters, who ^11 died young. 

His mturaland legitimated ChiUnn. 

Lewis Xiy • had by th^ dutchefs of la Valliere^ 
1h4io turned carmelite nun June 2, 1674, took 
the habit June 4, 1675, and died June '6^ 
1^710, aged 65. 

Lewis of Bourbon, count of Vermandois^ 
lK>rn Od» 2, 1667, died in 1683. 

Mary- Anne, called Mademoii'elle de Blois, 
bora in 1 666, was married to Armand prinee of 
Comt) and died m 1739* 

Other natural and legitimated Children^ 

Lewis-Auguftus of Bourbon, duke of Maui^ 
born March 31, 1670, died in 1736. 

Lewis-Caefar, count of Vexin, abbot of St. 
Dennis and St. Germain des Pres, born* in 
1672, died in 1683. 

Lewis- Alexander of Bourbon, count of Tou»* 
loufe, born June 6, 1678, died in 1737. 

Louifa^Frances of Bourbon, called Made* 
moifelle de Nantes, born in 1673, was married 
to Lewis IlL duke of Bourbon-Condc, and died 

in >743- ^^ 

Louifa-Maria of Bourbon, called Mademoifelte 
de Toursy died in i68i« 

Frances 
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. Frances-Mary, of Bourbon, called Mademoi^ 
felle de Blois, born in 1677, was married to 
Philip II. duke of Orleans, regent of France^ 
died in I749» 
^wo otlier foos who both died young. 

Coten^orary Princes. 

POPES. 

Barberlni Urban VIIL died in 1644 

It was he who iirft gave the title of eminence to 
the cardinals. 

Pamfilo Innocent X. 1655 

Chigi Alexander VII. 1667 

Rofpigliofi Clement IX. 1669 

Altieri Clement X. 1676 
Odefcaichi Innocent XI. ^ . 1689 

Ottoboni Alexander VI1I» 1691 

Pignatelli Innocent XII. 1700 

Au)ani Clement XL 1721 

The Ottoman Houfe* 

Ibrahim died in 1655 

' Mahomet IV. 2687 

Soliman III. 1691 

Achmet II. 1695 

Muilapha II. X703 

Achmet III. depofed in 1730 

Emperors of Genrnny^ 

> Ferdinand III. died in 1657 

Leopold I. 1705 

Jofeph I. 171 X 

Charles VI. 1740 

5 Kin^f 
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IGn^s of Spain. 

Philip IV. died in 1665 

Charles II. r700 

Philip V. 1746 

Kings ofPortugaL 

John IV. dukeof Braganaaj-died in 1656 
AIphoofb-Henry^ dethroned' in 1667 1683 

vPeter II. ' 1706 

John V. 1750 

Kings of Enghndy Scotlandj and Ireland. 

Charles I. behead^ in ii649 

Charles II. died in 1685 

James II. dethroned in 168S 1701 

William III. 1702 
Anne Stuart . 2714 

George I. . 1717 

Kings of Denmark. 

Chrlftian IV. died in 164^ 

Frederick III. 1670 

Chriftian V. 1699 

Frederick IV« 1730 

Kings of Sweden* 

-Ohriftina abdicated in 1654, died in 1689 

Charles-Guftavus 1660 

Charles XL 1697 

Charles XII. J718 
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Kings of Poland, 

Ladiflftus Sigifniond died in 1648 

Jobn Cafimir abdicated 1667 

Michael Wiefnowiiki died in 1673 

. John Sobiefki 1696 

Frederick- Auguftus» elcfior of Saxony 1 733 
Staniflaus 

Kings of Pruffiiu 

Frederick T. died in 1713 

• Frederick- William 1740 

Czars. 

Michael-Foederowitz died in 1645 

Alexis-Michaelowitz 1676 

Foedor-Alexiowitz 168a 

ilwan-AlexiowitZ' 1688 

Peter- Alexiomtz. 1725 

Marjhals of France ^ who either died in the reign of 
Letvis XIV. or ferved under him. 

D'Albret (Coefar-Phaebus) of the royki houfc 
of Navarre, made marfiial of France in 1653": 
^otwitbftanding his high defcent, he made no 
fcruple to marry the daughter of Guenegaud, 
the king's treafurer, a young lady of great merit* 
He died in 1676. 

D^Jlegre (Yves) who ferved in the armies of 
Lewis aI V. near fixty years before he was made 
fnarflial of France in 1724. He died in 1733. 
' D'Asfeldt (Claud-Francis-Bidal). He acqui- 
red great reputation in the ^rt of attacking and 

de- 
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defending places. He was made marflial of 
France in 1734. * 

D'Aubuffon (Francis de la Feuilhide), made 
marfhal in 1675, the fame who out of gratitude 
ercSed the ftatue of Lewis XIV, in the Square 
Ats Vidoires. He died in 1691. His fon was 
not mademarihal till a longtime afteriiis death, 
viz. Tn 1725. X 

UAumont (Anthony), grandfon to the fa- 
mous John Marfhal d'Aumont, one of Henry 
IV's great generals. Anthony was greatly in* 
ftrumental in gaining the battle of Rhetel in 
1650. He had the marfhal's ftaff given him as 
a reward. He died in 1669. 

De Balincourt^ made marflial in 1746. 

Berwick (James Fitz-Jamcs duke.bf), natural 
fon to James II. king of England, by a fifter of 
the duke of Marlborough. He was created 
duke of Berwick in England by his father. He 
was likewife a duke of Spain slnd of France : 
he was made marfhal in 1 706, and was killed 
at the fiege of Philipfbur^ in 1734. 

Bajfompiere (Francis de) born in 1579, a man 
well known in the world ; but few people know 
that he caufed the ditch in the queen's courfe to 
be lined with flone at his own expence. He 
was made marfhal in 1622, and died in 1646. 

Bellefonds (Bemardine^ Gtgaulde)^ made mar« 
ihal in 1668^ died in 1694. 

De BelU'IsU (Lewis Charles Augufhis de 
Fouquet) diftinguifhed htmfelf in the vnx of 
1710, is a duke and peer of France, and a prince 
o\ the empire, made marfhal in 1741. 

Bezons (James Bazin de) macle marfhal in 
1709, died in 1733. 

Birm 
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Birmu ( Annand Charles de Goutaut, duke oQ 
He revived the ducal dignity in his houfe. 
Thoa^ he ferved- ia all the wans of Lewis 
2IV. and loft an ann at the (lege of Landau^ 
be was not made marflial dil the year 1 7 J4. 

Bamfiers (Lewis Francis duke of) made mar- 
flu] in 1693, died in 1711. 

Du Bnag^ (Eleonor Maria du Maine, count) 
gained an important battle under Lewis XIV. 
bur was not made marfhal till 1725, and died 
the ume year. 

Efanuis^ (Henry de Villars de Sc'reft) after 
having lerved Lcv^^is XIV. for a great number 
oi jear^, was at length made manhal in 

£r£Z£y (Urban de Maille, marquis of) bro- 
ther-in-law to cardinal Ridielieu, was made 
marfhal in 16329 afterwards viceroy of Cata- 
Ionia, and died in 1650. 

Bntglic ( V' iclor Mauritius) ferved in all thewars 
of Lewis XIV. and was at lei^gth made mar« 
ihal in 1724, died in 1727. 

Brsg2i9 { Francis- ilary, duke of) fon to the 
fonner, one of the heft lieutenant-generals in 
the wars of Lewis XIV. was made marfhal in 

'734- 

Ca/iknau (James dc) made marfhal in 16589 
mortally wounded the fame year at the £^e of 
Calais. 

GaifuH (Nicholas de) made marfhal in 1693. 
He blended the taleacs of the pbilofopher 
with thofe of the foldier. In the laft battle 
in which he commanded, he gave for the 
word, Paris and St. Gaffian, which latter was 
the name of his country feat, whither he retired 

Vol*. IX. I and 
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and died like a phllofophcr, (after having rc- 
fufed the blue ribbon,) in I7r2. 

Chamilli. (Noel Boutoh de) He was preftnt 
at the (lege of Cahdia, was made marfiial in 
jyo^, and died in 1715. 

CbateaU'Renaitd ( Francis-Lewis Roufielet it) 
vice-admiral of Francfe, a great fca-officerj was 
madfe marfhal in 1703, died irt 1716. 

Chaulnes (Honorius d'Albre, duke oO naadc 
Inarlhal in 1620, died in 1649. 

Choifeul (Claude de) the third marlhal of 
France of that name, received the ftaff in 1698, 
died in 171 1. 

CMrambault (Philip Palluau de) made fnar- 
0ial in 1653, died in 1665. 

D/ Clermont'Tannerre ferved in the war of 
170X, but was not made marflial till 1747- 
■ Coigfii (Francis dc Franquelot) was a long 
time a general officer under Lewis XIV. was 
feade marlhal in 1734. He gained two batiks 
!n Italy. 

Coligniy (Gafpard de) grandfon to the admiral 
of that name. He was made marfhal in i622j' 
and was killed at the head of the rebel army, 
iitidtr the count de SoifTons^ at Marfee, m 
3^46. 

Ci^epii (Francis de) made marfhal in 1668. 
He had the reputation of being the rooft proper 
•fficcr to fuccccd marfhal Turcnn^^^Hc died 
in 1687. 

D'EJiompes ( Jamfcs dc la Fertc-Imbaut) made 
marfhal in 1651, died in 1668. 

D^Etrees (Francis Hannibal, duke) made mar- 
ihal in 1626. It is very remarkable that at the 
age of ninety-three he was married to his fecond 
Wii^, MademeifcUede Manican, who nutcarrkd 
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by him. He died In 1670, aged upwards of an 

}iundred. 

' D*Etrics (John) made vice-admiral of France, 

in 1670, and maiihal in i68i« He died in 

I)'Etrees(ViStar'Mznz) (on to JohnD'Etrees, 
was like his father vice-admiral of France be- 
fore he was marfhaL It is remarkable that he 
commanded in this quality the combined Aeets 
of France and Spain in 1701, was made marihal 
in 1703, and died in 1707. 

Duras (James Henry de Durfort de) nephew 
to the vifcount of Turenoe» .was made marflial 
in 16759 immediately after the death of his 
uncle, died in 1704. 

Duras (John de Durfort, duke of) made field 
marihal Irjr Lewis XIV. and marflial of France 
in 1741. 

' Fah^ (Abraham) made marihal in 165S. 
People have been determined to afcribe his for- 
cones and death to fupernatural caufes ; whereas 
there was nothing extraordinary in him but 
that be made his fortune entirely by his own 
inerit, and that he refufed the ribl>on of the 
order ; notwitfaflanding that they would have 
difpenfed with his giving the requiiite proofs : he 
died in 1662. * 

Fan (de la) fon to the marquis de la Fare, 
(6 famous for bb pleaiing poetical writings. He 
was an officer in 1701, and marihal in 1746. 

Ferte-Senneterri (Henry, duke of lajf made 
marihal in 1651, died in 1681. 

Force (James Nompar de Caumont dc^la) made 
marihal 1622. The fame who eicaped the 

Eeat mailacre of St. Bartholomew, and who 
iS given an account of that ;;fFair In his mc- 
* I 2 moifi* 
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moirs, which are ftill preferved in the fannjlju 
He died in 1652, at the age ofay. 

Foucault ^Lewis) cotint of Dai^non, naadf 
marftial in 1653, died in ,j659. ^ v" 

Gajfion (Johnde) was bred up under.. (jhc 
great Guftavus, naade inarflvil in 1643. ^Hc 
was a Calvinift by religion. He would My^ 
marry, faying, that he let too little value upo* 
life to (hare it with -any one. He was kfllca 
at the fiege of Lens in 1647. . ... 

Gramont (Anthony de) made marihal in 1641^ 
died in 1678. A 

Gr<micnt (Anthony de) grandfon to the lorT 
mer^ made marftial in 1 7^4- He was father 
to the duke of Gramont, whp was killed at the 
battle of Fontenoi. He died in 1725^ 

Granai (James Rouxel, cpunt pf) naade niar- 
Ihal in 1 65 1, died in 1680. • , , . , 

Gj^*;w»^ (John-BaptiAde Bodes) made mar- 
ftal in 1642, one of the moft famous foldiets of 
his time. He was killed in 1643, at the fiegc 
of Rotweil, and interred with great funeral pomp 
in the church of Notre-Dame. ^^ t .- 

Harcourt (Henry, duke of) made marlhal. ixk 
I703» died in 1718.^ His fon has fince been 
made a marflial in 1746. • . .- 

Hocquincourt (Charles deMoucbi) made marr 
Ihal in 165 1, was killed in the fervice of the 
enemy before Dunkirk in 1658. 

Hopital (Nicholas de 1') captain of the guards 
of Lewis XIII. made marlhal in 1617 for kil- 
ling marflial d'Ancre- But he was defervinKof 
that dignity befidcs by many noble aikions. We 
reckon him among the marfhals of this ase* 
becaufe he died under the reign of Lewis XIV. 
in 1644. 

' /ft- 
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Humieres (Lewis dcCre van, marquis of) made 
tnaTiHal in 1668, died in 1694. 

Joyeufe (John-Armand de) made marfhal of 
France in 1693, died in 1710. 

D*Efenghein^ an officer under Lewis XIV, 
m^de manhal in 1741. 

' ^Lorge^ (G^y Alphonfo de Durfort de) ne- 
phew to the vifcount of Turenne, mad« mar- 
ifhal in 1676, died in 1702. 

Luxembourg (Francis-* Henry de Montmo- 
renci, duke of) was bred up under the great 
Cimde, made marfhal in 1675. There have 
been feven marfhals of France of this name^ 
exclufive of cbnftables ; and there has not beea 
a reign fmce the eleventh century wfthout fome 
perfon of this family at the head of the armies. 
He died in 1695. 

'LuxenAourg (Cbriftian-Lewis de Montmo- 
renci) fon to the former. He diftingutfhed him- 
fdf in the war of 1701, was made a marfhal 
in 1747. 

MmUehois^ fon to the miniftcr of ftatc Def- 
'toar&s, having dtftinguiflied himfeJf on every 
occaiion fince the war of 17019 he was made 
marfhal in r74T. 

' Marfln or Marchin (Ferdinand count of) 
having left the fervice of the houfe of Auftria 
ioT that of France, he was made marfhal in 
1703, and died at Turin in 1706. 

De Matignon (Charles-Auguflus Goion de 
Gace) made marfhal in 1708, died in 1729. 

Maulevrier-Langerony made marfhal, 1745. 

Medeeoi (James Lconor Rouxel de Grancei, 
count of) was hot made marfhal till the year 
1724, though he gained a complete viftory in 
1706. He' died in 1725. 

I 3 - Dt 
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Dt U MeiiaeU (Charles de la Porte) was. 
made marfhai in 1639, in the reign of Lewia 
XiII« who prckmcd him with the maribart 
fUfty on the breach of the city of Hodtn, He 
was grand-mailer o\ the ordnance ; and bad^ 
the charader ot bc\n<x the beft officer in France 
tor the conduct of a Tiege. He died in 1664, 

Montifqmcu (Peter^ count of Artagnan) UMit 
oiarihal in 1709^ died in I72<» 

MofUrevti (Nicholas Auguftus de la Baume) 
matte marraal la 1703, died in 1716* 

Mote-Houdanc^wt (Philip de la) made mar<v 
ilial in i642> and confined in the caftie «| 
t^ienre-enCefe, ia 1^43. It is obfervables XhH 
there was not one general during the admiiii% 
ftrations of Richelieu ai^ Mazarin* biAC that 
were either baniflied or imprifoned. He.<lii4 
in 1 657. His grandfon was made g mtdluil ttt 

1747' 
Nangis^ (Lawis Arnrtand de Bri^h^ui|fSHi,) Ho 

fervcd with reputation under marfhal tVillfirAi 

in the war of 170 1, and was made a marfiial 

himfelf by Lewis XV. v 

NavailUs (Philip de Montaud de Ben^c^ duke 
of) made marfliaLin 1675. Commanded it 
Candia^ under the duke of Beaufort, and fiic- 
ceeded him at his death. He died in 1684* 

NoaiUei (Anne Julius, duke of) made mar* 
ihal in 1693. He fignalized himfelf in Spain* 
livhere be gained the battle of Ter. He died in 
1708. 

NemlUs (Adrian Maurice) fon to the formcf^ 
was made general and commander in chief i^ 
Rouffillon in 5706, asd srandee of Spaia, afur 
bavine takf n Cjiron.xie. He was not made laar- 
ibal of France till 1734^ He had the direction 

of 
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0f • Ac*iiianc€s in 1715; ^nd has fince been 
mimfter of ftate. 

• Pieffis'-PraUn (Caefar, duke of Choifeul, count 
of^ made m^ribal in 1645. He bad tbe bonour. 
of beating tbe vifcount of Turenne, at Rbetel, 
ifi'f650. He died in 1675. 

Puifegur (James de CKaftenet de) made 
tfKHftal in ijy^ fon to James Puifegur, lieu- 
tenant-general, -under Lewis XIIL and Lewis 
Jl^iV. wbo gained great reputation^ and left a 
volume of memoirs. Tbe.maribal bimfelf has 
fMJteen upon war. He was a perfon confulted 
ijr the miniftry upon all critical occafions. 

tiidfelieu (I^wis Francis Armand du Pleffis^ 
4uke of,^ a brigadier under Lewis XIV. gene- 
lal and commander in chief at Genoa, mad^^ 
fttarftftl in 174.8, took the ifland of Min<»^ca 
^romtbd Engliih in 1756. 

Rochefort (Henry Lewis, marquis of Alongni, 
dhd marquis of) made marihal in 1675 ^ died 
in 1676. 

'. 'R$quehm'e (Antbonv Gafton John Baptift;^ 
^vke of) made marlhal in 1724. * 

Rafin (Conrad de) general to Ja^^ Ik' !n 
irelahd) made marihdlin ITO}* died in 1715* 
-: Saha-Lvc (TimoleontfEpinai.4«) fon'tp thf 
fraltant Saint^^Luc, wbofe paiiegyfic ift to be 
found in Brantome. He was naade iparfiial ia 
4628, died in 1644. 

- • 8A9wh0rg (Frederick Armand) w^ bred up 
under Fr^erick Henry, prince of Or^ge, 
made niftffflfal \n 1675, duke of Mertola in Porr 
4ogaI^ governor and eeneribftmo of Pruflta» 
^uke and general in Eagbnd* He was* a zea- 
lous pcotieSaoti and quitted f rjince UB<H1 tbe 
14. M^ 
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revocation of the tiiSt of Nantz. He m 
killed at the hattle of the Boyne in 1690. 

Schulemhourg (John de) count of Mondqeau, 
^ native of rrufiia, made marfli;il in 1658 ; 
died in ^671. 

Tallard (Camillus d'Oftun, duke of). He 
concluded the two Treaties of Partition, was 
made marflial of Fraitcc in J703, minifterof 
ftate in 1726, and died in 1728. 

Teffe (Kene de Frouillai) made marihal io 
1703, died in 1725. 

Turenne (Henry de la Tour, vifcount ofj 
born in 161 1, made marflial of France in 16449 
field-marflial-general in 1660 5 died in 1675. 

Vauhan CScbaftian le Pretre, marquis of^ 
made marmal in I703» died in 1707. 

Viltars fLewis Claudio, duke ofj who took 
the name of Heftor, made marflial in 1702, 
prefidcnt of tlie council of war in 17x8, rcpre- 
fented the conflable of France at the coronatkm 
of Lewis XV. in 1722, and died in 1734. . 

ViUerai (Nicholas de Nieuville, duke of) go- 
vernor fo Lewis XIV. 16465 made marflial the 
fame year, and died in 1685. 

Villeroi (Francis de Nieuville, duke of) (on 
to the former, governor to Lewis XV. made 
marflial in 1693. His father and himfelf were 
chiefs of the council of the finances $ a title witb<* 
out office, but which gave them a right to a 
feat in the king's council. He died in 1730. 

Vivonne{ljtvi\S' V i Aor de Rochechouart, duke 
of) gonfalonier, or great ftandard-bearer to the 
church, general of the gallies, viceroy of Mef- 
fina, and marflial of France in 1675. He is 
not reakoned the principal marflial of the na?f, 

as 



Great Admirals, &c. 177 

'as he ferved a confiderai>Ie time bjriand. He 

died in 1688. 

LfUxeUes (Nicholas Chalon du Ble^ marquis) 
. made marfhal in 1703^ and prefident of the 

council for foreign aiFairs in 17 18. He died in 

1^30. 

• Grtat Admirals of France in the Reign of Lewis 
XIV. 

• Armand de Matlle, marquis of Breze, made 
grand-mafter, chief, and fuperintendant-gcnc- 
ral of navigation and commerce, in France, ja 
1643 ; was killed at fea by a cannon-ball, June 
14, 1646, ' * 

Anne of Auftria, queen-regent of France, 
fuperintendant of the French feas in 1646, re- 
figned in 1650. 

Caefar, duke of Vendome, and of Beaufort, 
ftade grand-maftdr and fuperintendant-general 
of nafvigation and commerce in France in 1650. 

Francis de Vendome, duke of Beaufort, fon 
to Caefar, was killed at the battle of Candy, 
June 25, 1679. 

Lewis of Bourbon, count of Vermandois, 
legitimated fon of France, made ^dni,iral in 
the month of Auguft 1669, when only two 
years of age; died in 1683. 

Lewis Alexander of Bourbon, legitimated fon 
of France, count of Touloufe ; made admiral in 
1683, died in 1737. 

Generals of the Galleys of France, 

Armand, John du PlefSs, duke of Richelieu, 

peer of France^ made in 1643, ^unng the Iife« 

I 5 time 



time of Francis bis father, refigned this poll in 
166 1 9 and was fucceeded by 

Francis^ marquis of Creauy, who likewi(e 
refi^ned in 16699 a year after being. named mar* 
fhal of France. 

Lewis Vi£lor de Rochechouart^ count and 
afterwards duke of Vivonne^ prince of TonnaU 
Charente; made in 1669, 

Lewis de Rochechouart^ duke of Mortemar^ 
in reverflon from his father, died April 3, 168& 
Lewis- Auguftus of Bourbon, legitimated fon 
of France, prince of Dombes, duke of Maine 
and Aumale; made in x688, reilgned in 1694* 
Lewis Joibph, duke of Vendome, made in 
J6q4, died in 1712. 

Rene, Sire de r rouillai, count of TefTe, made 
msrihal of France in 17 12, and refigned in 
1716. 

The chevalier D'Orleans, made in 17XJS, 
died in 1748. Since his death, this dignity has 
been united to the Admiralty. 

Chantitton. 

Charles de L'Aubepine, de Chatemt- 

ncuf) keeper of the feals, died in 1653 

Peter Sfguicr 1672 

MMthcw Mole, keeper of the feals 1656 

Stephen D'Aligrc 1677 

M'KhAel Ic TcUitr 1685 

Lewis Houcherat 1699 

Lewi» PhelipcAUX dc Pontchartrain^ died 

in 17^7% continued in oiRcetill 1714 

DAuie) Francis Voifm 1717 

^ Alifttjifrs. 

Julius M^Aatin, ctfdinal| primc-mimfter, 
«lkd in i(6s 
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CK Boutbillier, died in 1651 

^bel Servien 1659 

jCI. de Mefcncv, couot D^Aiiavx 1650 

VichoUs Bailleul 1652 

Charks^ie la Nieuville 1653 
Eoieriy (his name was Michael Perticelli) 

Kei)e de Longuiel de Maiibna 1677 

Nit^olas Fouquet^. j6fta 

Secretaries of &tate. 

Henry- Aiigttfhjs de hotntnk ie Brkooc, 

died in i66A 

'CI. Bouthillier, fuperintcndant of the 

finances 1651 

Lewis Phelipcaox de la Vrilliere 1651" 

Abel Servien, fuperintehdant of the 
' finances 1659 

Leon Bouthillier de Chavrgni 1652 ' 

Fr. Sublet des Noycrs, fuperintendant of 

the buildings 1645 

H. de Guencgaud de Planci 1670 

'Michael le TcUicr, chancellor 1685 

Lewis Fhelipcaux de la Vrilliere^ reflgned 

in 1669 

Hugh de Lionne 1 67 1 

Henry Lewis de Lomenie de Brierine 1683 

John Baptift Colbert, comptroller-general 1 683 
John Baptift Colbert de Seignelai 1690 



f Whco tbU nun was trrefted, th« office of foptriotcs- 
4sttt oC tbo AiMOCCi wa« fapprefled* 

16 Pf 
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Fr. Michael le Tellier de LouYois 1691 

Ch. Colbert de Croiffi 1696 

Simon Arnauld de Pompone , ^^99 

Baltheazar Rielipeaux de Chateauneuf 170O ' 
Lewis Francis Mary le Tellier de Barbe- 

fieux I 70 I 

Lewis Phelipeaux de Pontchartrain> chan- 
cellor 1717 
Dan. Fr. Voifin, chancellor 17 17^ 
Lewis Phelipeaux de la Vrillicre 1725 
Michael Chamillard, comptroller-general ' 

of the finances 1721 . 

Jerom Phelipeaux ^le Pontchartrain^ re- 

figned in 1715, died in 1747 

John Baptift Colbert de Torci " 1746 
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CHAP. CCXIV. 

A Catalogue of moft of the French Writers 
who flouriibed in the Age of Lewis XIV. to 
ferve towards the Literary Hiftory of that 
Age. 

ABaHe (James) was born in Bearn in 1558. 
"^^ He was celebrated for his Treatife upon the 
Chnftian Religion \ but he afterwards hurt the 
reputation of that work by another, called the 
Opening of the feven Seals. He died in Ire- 
land in 1727; 

AhaJ&ey orUJbadii^ (John) was born in the 
province of Guienne in 161 o. He was firft a 
Jefuit, then a Janfenift, and afterwards a Pro- 
leftant ; and at laft wanted to form a fed of his 
own, and unite with La Bourignon, who made 
him this reply, *^ That every one had their parti- 
cular ihare of the holy fpirit, and that her's was 
greatly fuperior to his." He has left thirty-one 
volumes of fimatical writings. I have given him 
a place here only as an example of the weakneft 
of human underftanding. He was not, how- 
ever, without hb diiciples. He died at Altena in 
1674. 

Ahlancttwrt (Nicholas Perrot d'), of an ancient 
family, of the parliament of Paris, was born at 
Vitri in 1606. He was an elegant tranflator, 
and every one of his performances pf this kind 
was caUed Ae Beautiful In&del. ^ He died poor 
in 1664. 

Ad}m (Luke d^) a Benedifiine monk : be was 
a ereat and judicious compikr : be was bom ia 
1609, and died in 1685. 
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AUxandit (Noel), a Dorninican, born^ tt 

Rouen in 1639. He^as,«uthor of. many tlim* 

logical pieces } and had great dirpuCts, conoere- 

i^ the Chio^fe cuAoins, with fib« JcAuis (k«lt 

r^iu;9edfrpai ttieAC«:.)>e.^q4 in ifiLft 

. Afnekt diJaijlfiufih jCNiobolai). WJ^ bom Mi 

Orleans in 1634. His tranflation with poUlkfil' 

notes, and his hifiorical writings, are greatly. 

iUig^t ailer; butltis «lfhahotipal MonuMis k^ 

«0ry jDuiUy. iio was the firft iivho lOvcr Au Ai(he4 

a tfiit idea of the .V«Betisiii ,go)iemiiiciit. Tha 

fenatc took . lunbcage At his bifiory^ being iUH 

|N»{idlIe(Ied.witb the Aid miiUken notion, fk^ 

there are certain political myfteries wbi^h ougbv 

iM to be revealed.. Sip^e-libeo, howeycrfithaa 

been difcovcred that there afenofi^h^nyfteffiea, 

and tWat true |iQlicy<)on6ftfi in V^iog fich9.«ait4 

keeping good armies. 00 foot* ▲mtlot craMvOaml 

and commtntcd upon Machiavcl!s Prince,^ i^ih 

which was Jong tbe faviMxice<ol' peuy icvds, ^wh^- 

dKpated for ill governed, territories; <buc became 

lafeleft.at the linie that (0 nasny mighty prineeOf 

alwaya in jiims, fupprefled the ambitious* viowicf 

the weaker. . AmeU>t thought himfelf the frei|^ 

•ft .politician in Europe ; but he could never iiifir 

dfaovea middling ftatioo, aod at length idiod.cxp 

tremely poor : the reafon was, that be was a po* 

litician in genius only^ and Aot in cbaiwder. Hf 

dtiedtio 1706. 

. j|«//oS/#(Dion4s), hornet Sajntongiiein.i6o£^ 
He belonged to the. oratory : be is priaciDaUf 
Iboowr by a tolerable .good vefGoaof ibeMoir 
Teftament. He died in 1678. 1 

jhMOt0m (WiUiaiD)^ .boco at Pajris in 1663 : 
ke %aae«aatiworilfnt,imithfmaairian> He died i^ 
J699. 
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: JmSttm (Dtvid) wai boia at Mctz in \b\^ : 
fae-'was a CaUfoift, aiMl, together with his fon 
Charles, who died at BerUo in 17159 g»oed 
tear Ifcciarjr leputatioo. 

jbfJm^ ao.AfigQftin monk. He .was the firft 
fAaooinpiled a genealogical hiftoqrof the great 
oficcn of the crown, ivbich hat been continued 
jlod' angnMnted by Du Fouroi, auditor of ac- 
QMnOL We have ' but a very coo&iied notion of 
what conftitutes die great officers of the ciowo. 
k ii gaieially thought they are thofe who bear 
Ae title of greats in virtue of their oflke ; aa 
grand oiafler of the horfe, and grand cop-bearers 
but the conftables, the maribais, and the chas>* 
ceiiors, are great oflkers, though they do not 
bear the title of great ; and there are others who 
io bear this tide, and^yet are not reckoned great 
eiScers. The captain of the guards, and the &ft 
geodeiDan of the bedchamber, are, in fad, be* 
come great officers, though they are not reck* 
ened fuch by father Anfdm. However, there is 
nodiing certain on this head; and there is as 
great confufion and uncertainty in regard to all 
the rights and titles so France, as there is order 
and regulation in the adminiflration. He died 
in 16^ 

Jntoidd (Anthony), a dofior of the Sorbonne^ 
born in 1612, and the twentieth fon of th^ Ar* 
nanld who pleaded againft the Jefiiits. He f» 
uo i v cff ally known for his eloquence, his erudi- 
tioB, and his difputes, which acquired him io 
much reputation, and made him at the faane 
time to unfiorMiate, accordiiig to our ordioasy 
ideas of tfaii^s, which place exile and poverty 10 
tiie mmiber of misfortunes, widiout reflediog that 
gloiy^ friends, and an healthy old age, we^ the 
I pof- 
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portion of this famous* man. It is faid, itfthe 
rupplemetit to Moreri, that Arnauld, in 16691 
in order to. ingratiate himfdf widi die cour^ 
compofed a libei againft king William,' under 
the title of *' a true Pidure of WiDiam* Henry 
of Naflau, the modern Ai»ialom, tferod, dom- 
well, and Nero." -Thisftiie, which r^eoM^ 
that of father Garaflfe, is very unlike Arnairid^ 
Befidesy he never enteruined a notion of flatten- 
ing th6 court. A hook withfo grofs a title 
would have met with a very bad receptton ffona 
Lewis XIV. and thofe who afcnbe thia^wdrk^ 
and the view in which it was vrritten, to tiie 
famous Arnauld, are ignorant that wrking book^ 
was no kind of introdu£tion to that court. Thta 
great man died at Brufiels in 1694. 

Amauld d^ytnStty (Robert), elder brother t6 
the former, was born in 158S. He was one of 
the great writers of Port-Royal. His' tranflatioa 
of Jofephus, which is the moft efteemed of aU 
his works, was prefented by him to Lewis XIV. 
at the age of 85. He was father of Simon Ar» 
nauld, marquis of Pompone 'and minifter of 
ftate, who, notwithfianding his high cfaarafier 
and intereft, was unable to prevent the difgrace 
whieh befel his uncle the doAor of the Sorboooe, 
cm account of htsdifputes. • He died in 1674* 

Aubignac (Francis d'). He waa bom in 1604. 
He had never any other matter but himfelf : be 
was attached to cardinal RicbeKeu ; but a great 
enemy to Comeille. His Prattpu des Tbetam^ 
orPradice of the Siag^, fiill condnues to be read ; 
but he plainly proved by his tragedy of 2^enobia, 
that knowledge does not give tdeots. Hr Aed 
in 1676. 

Mamft 
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'^'^'jkAri (Anthony) was born in if>i(u We 
hsre-the lives of cardinal Richelieu and Maza<« 
nn written by him, which, though indiflFerent 
pimdudions iif themfefocay afford fome infiruc* 
timu He died in 1695. 

-vS[yAunoi (the couotefs). Her Memoirs and 
Tkvrelii'into Spain, together with fome romances 
wHtten in- an eafy fiilei have gained her fonw 
•rcpntaticm. She died in 1705. 
y-iyjtamgniy the JeTutt. Hejis author of ** A 
flsw Method of writing Hiftory /' We have his. 
f'l' Qir<»iol(^cal Annals from the Ye^ 1601 to 
9^*15,'' in which every thing of importance that 
fnU in Europe, during that fpace of time, is 
accuratelyand conctfely related. He is very txt 
ad in the dates of his tranfiiAions* No writer 
Iras ever made a jufter diffindion between truth, 
ftlftond, 'and uncertainty. He has likewife 
fiompoftd Ecdefiaftical Nfemoirs ; but unhappily 
dievaie tamted with a party-fpirit« Marcel and 
he have both been edipfed by the prefident He- 
oaut in his Chtond^oal HiAoiy of France* 
which is the moft concife, and at the fame time 
the moft complete work of the kind ever pub- 
iflhed) and the moft convenient for the reader* . 

Bailkt' (Adrian) was born in the neighbour* 
hood of Beauvais in 1649 : he was a famous cri* 
tic. He died in 1706. 

Baluze (Stephen), of the Dmoufin, born in 
16 ji . He formed the colleSion of MS. in Col* 
here's library : he continued his labours until the 
age of eighty-eight. We are indebted to him 
for ieven volumes of ancient Monuments* He 
fiiftred exile for defending the pretentions of 
the cardinal de Bouillon, who imagined himfelf 
^independent of the king, and founded his jprer 

tenuous 



lU WAITER S: 

ten(ion« en tenng bhrft ^f a fover^ign priHC^,- 
during the time when that prince-was ttiH m poP 
feflion of Sedan. He died in 1718.' 

OzrAau?^ (John-Lewis) wasboin iit 1594* Fie' 
was very eloquent, and tbe^Arft who founded i\ia 
prize for eloquence : he had the patent of liifto-** 
riographer of France,- and counfelhar of ibce,;' 
which he called fplehdid trifles. He died m^ 
1654. 

BarMrac (John> was bom at Betieiv in 1674."- 
He ^as a Catvinift, Wat profeflbr of law afid* 
biAory at Laufiinne, i^d was* the tranflator antf? 
oonnmentator of Pufiendorf and Groctua. Thttsf 
treat ifes upon the laws of natians, and upon peace 
*aiul war, which luwe never been fecvtceaMe m 
any treaty of peace, nor in any declaration of 
war, nor to fccure the right of any perToD, feem* 
to 1» a eonlbbtion to the people for the- evilr' 
which have beoi wrought by {brce hnd poliejp^- 
bf giving them fueh an idea of jufttcc aa leemst 
IHce the portraits of celebrated perfims, to flrear 
lis itiofe we cannot -odmrwife fce. He died ki' 
1729. 

BarUiT Darcourt (John), known amofq: ^l^ 
Jefuits by the name of the Advocate Sacms, ifnd 
in the world by bis Criticifad on the Dialectics o# 
Father Boohours, and by his excellent pleading 
for a perfon who was put to the rack. He waf 
a long time proceed by Colbert, who made faim 
comptfoller of the king's buildings ; butlavingf 
loft bis pfote6^i be died*1o mifery jn 1694. 

Battitr (mademoifelfe). This lady wrote re#*. 
veral tragedies. - - 

Bar$rt (Michael), The pieces which be p«b» 
liihed uAder his own name are thought not ttf 
bt bis : his chief cxcellenoe was as a pb^er, te 
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wbicb art be rofe to a degree of p«rfe£tion^rare- 
ly CO be found, and tba( feemed pcculiac to him* 
ielf. The theatric grt requires all ifae gifu of 
tmqure, joined to a gieat underfianding and un- 
wearied application } and yet tbia art do many 
obAinately contemn. The preachers w^re fre- 
Ottfnily wont to cqibo to the booie, and fit in a 
<^ofe box, with a giaie before it, to ftudy Baioo, 
and afterwards go and declaim againft the ftage. 
It. is cufiomary for the coniciTor of a player, who 
i^.about.to die^ to require him to renounce his 
firofeffioe. Baron had quitted the (lage in 1691, 
1^^ ibme diflike ; and returned to it ag^ in 
J^fMtf when be was fi^ty-eigbt yeais old. He 
coptinm ed to. be adniiied as a player until 1799 : 
IM was tben near feventy-^ight, and rctioed frona 
Aiiaifoge a fecond umet and died the £m»e year^ 
On biadeatb-bed be profefted, that be bad never 
b^ tbe ieaft ^niple to repeat before, the publig 
t}ie aiafief *pi«ces of wit and morality of tbe cele«> 
beaied wriiersof tbe nation i and that be tbougbt 
nothing could be fo abfurd. as to annex m\ iaea 
of (bame to the repeating that which it wasglo- 
rious to coonpoTe. 
. Mafiwgt ( Jaoies) wi& born at Rouen in 1653. 
He. was a Calvinift, and a paftor at the Hague; 
but be was fitter to be a minifter of ftate than of 
aparifli. Of all bis books, bis biftory of tb^ 
Jews, of tbe United Provinces, and of the 
Cbutcb, are tbe moft efteemed. Books on te mr 
porarv fabjeAs die with the circuittftances.tbat 

I(avo birth to tbetp, while works of general uii^ 
ity remain for ever. He died in 1723. 

B^fi^gi di Bmmuil (Henry). of ^uen, pro- 
fefied tbs law in Holland, bet was moos of • 
l^ilolapher« and wrote upoo Tolecatign in Rer. 

ligion. 
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ligton. He was a man of great indttftiy, and 
pubiiflsed an edition of Furetier's Di^onarj 
with additions. He died in 1710. 

Baffcmp'tere (Francis, marihal of). Tboug!/ 
his memoirs properly belong to the age precttt-. 
ing that of Lewis XIV. yet we give hrm a place 
in this catalogue, as having died in 1646. 

Baudran (Michael) was -born at Paris in 163 j« 
He was a geographer, but inferior in reputatiori 
to Sanfon; He died in 1700. 

BiP^e (P<cter) was born at Carlat, in thd 
county of Foix*, in 1647. He retired into Hbl^ 
land rather as a phtlofopher than a Calvrnilh 
He was perfecuted in his life-time by Jurieust, 
and after his death by the enemies to philolbphy. 
C6v\A he have forefeen how unrrerfsllly his Die 
tionary would be read, he would have made it 
ftill more ufeful, by rettenchrng obfeure and lit* 
creafing the illuftrioos names : he is more cf> 
teemed for his excellent manner of reafening than 
for his AUe, that being frequently too prritx» 
loofe, and inccirred; and fometimes fo fami- 
liar as to fink' Into a degree of lownefs : he 
was rather a great logician than a profound phi- 
lofophtfr : he undetftood fearcely any thing of 
natural; philofophy, and was wholly ur^cqDaint- 
ed with the dilcoveries of the great Newtocn 
Almoft all his philofophical articles take Tor 
granted, or elfe contradid a Cartefiao theory, 
which has no longer any exiflence : he knew 
no other definition of matter than e x t en t -: 
its other aduM>wledged or fuppofed properties 
h^ve at length given birth to true phtlofepby. 
There have been new demonftrations and new 
doubts, ib chat the feeptical Bayle is in fevera! 
placea not enough of the fceptic : be lived and 

died 



i 
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itijsd like. a wife qian* Des Matfeux has writira 
bis life, of whicb he has made a larce voluoMf 
Vfbereas it ought qpt to have .exceedea fix pages. 
']^t^ life of. a fede^tary writer is to be found in 
|u works. He died ia 1706* 

Beaumont di Penfixi (Hardouin) was precep- 
tor tp l«wis XLV. apd archbifliop of Paris. His 
t){ii[pry of Henry IV. which is only an abridg- 
ih'enc, iAfpir^ us with a love for that great 
mjpces ^nd is .well calculated to form a good 
f IRfi ' He compofed it for the ufe of bis royal 
pfi^. It wa« (bought that Mezerai bad a fliare 
ii^,>i(ritipg it ; ^ there b indeed a good deal of bis 
n^aoner iq i(i but Meaerai was not mafter of 
that ai^e(^ing ftile in many places ib worthy 
of the prioce wbofe life Perefixe wrote, and of 
him: to whpm he addrefled it. Thofe excellent 
Ofiinfels^foi:. gc^ernifltg. alone were not inierted 
upul the fecond edition, after the death of car- 
oinal ^azarin. We can form a much jufter 
i(^ of Henry IV. from a pertt(al of this htfto* 
jy^ tb^fl fr<^m th^t pf Dai^iel* which is written 
ip a dry manner, and has too much about father 
^ttopr. ^4 too little concernisig the great qua- 
lity oC, Henry IV. and the particulars of the 
\\k.^ this exceilei)^ king, Pe/e6x affeiSls every 
feiifible heart, and makes us adore the meoioiy 
of,. this prince, whofe weakneiles were only 
t^o^ pf an amiable .man, and wbofe irittues were 
tbgie-pf a great one* He died'in 1670. 
,Bi£aufabre (liaac de) was horn at Ntort io 
i659» of a.faipilydiftinguiihed in the profeffion 
6ij2StDfi. . He was one of thofe who have dond 
h(Qnour to their countrv, ^bich they have been 
o|)liged to quit. His Hiflory of Manicheantfitt 
i^, ope of the moil learned, curious, and beft 

written 
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wmtren pieces extant : here we find dearly ex- 
plsTied the philofopbfcai reKgton of the Mant»t 
which was formed upon the dogmai» of tbt 
amcietit Zoroafler and Htrmes^ which for a long 
time feduced St. Auguiline himielf. This faif* 
tory is enriched with mamr curious things in an- 
tiquity } hut after all, iSm^ like fo many other 
excelient works^ is only a eoI^eAkHl of human 
errors. He died at Berlin in I738. 

Benfirade (Ifaactde) was horn in Normtndhf 
in 1612. His little houfe at Gentifli, to which 
he retired towartb the end of his Hfe| was filled 
with infcripdons in verfe, which were of mofb 
woah than his ofher works : it is pity dic^ 
were never collefied. He died in 1691. . 

BergUr (Nicholas) had the title of htftorio- 
grapher of France ; but he is better koowh by 
his curious Hidory of (he great Roads of the 
Roatian Empire, which are now furpafled by 
ours in beauty, but not in folidity. His fen 
put the finilhing hand to this ufeful work, and 
prmted it under the reign of Lewis XIV. Brr- 
giif died in 1623. 

Btmerd (Mademoifelle) has written feoie 
dramatic pieces, in conjunfiion with the fiunoua 
Bernard de Fontenelle* It may not be impro^ 
per to obfeive in this place, that>the aliepMri- 
cal faUe of Imagination and Happinefi, which 
has been publtlhed under her name, was writ- 
ten by La Parifiere, biihop of Nimes, Aicceflbr to 
Flechicr. 

Bitnard (James) of Daiiphiny was bom in 
1658. He was a man of great learning and 
knowledge : his journals have been efteemcd. 
He dM in Holland in 171!. 
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^ Btrmer (FraDcis) fyrnamcd the Mbgul) was 
bom at Angers about the year 162J. He was 
eight years pbyficiaQ t9. the emperor of the In-r 
dies : his voyages are curious : he wanted, with 
'Galleodi) to revive in pfirt the Epicurean fyftem 
of Atoms, in which he was certainly much in 
the right i far the fpecies cou)d o^t be always 
reproduced alike, unle& the firft priii^ipks were 
themfelves invariable : but at that time the ro- 

S antic' dodrine of Defcarte^ W9S. all the fj^ion. 
e.died like a true philofopher in i688« 
; \pigmn (Jerom) born ia 1590.. . He has left 
a name greater than hh works : he lived before 
the tisae of good literature* The 'p^rliaipnent, 
to whidh be was advocate-gene^^al, wikh reafon 
reveres his n^emory. He died in 1656* 

Billaut -("Adam) kiiown by the rtakne of Mai- 
tie Adam, ox Maiter Adam, a joiner of Nevers. ' 
We muft not fuifer fo extraordii^ry a perfon to 
go unnoticed, who, without any learning, be- 
came a poet in His (hop : nor can we pa6 ovefr 
the following jcondeaux of his, which it .aiiKsh 
better than many of Benferade 's. 

Tour te guirir cU atte fchiique^ 

f^ui it rilient^ comnu un para/itifue^ . 
ntn deux draps fans aucun mouvement^ 
Prtnmoi datx brocs d'un fin jus difarmeiU ; 
Puis It comment on U met en pratique. 
. frens-en deux dngts^ Uf hien chattdi Us appliqtte 

Sur Fepiderme oil la douleur te pique^ 
., Et tu boiras le re^e pramptemtnty 
. Pour te guirir , 
Sur at avis ne fois point beretique\ 
Car ji te fats un ferment autenti^e^ 
^te fi tu 4rmm ^ dowc midicmnint^ 
' H x9n 
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Ten Midicin ptmr Un Jiulagimtnt 
Fera r$ffai de ct qiiil amnmniquiy 
Pour te guirtr. 

To cure thee of that curs'd arthritic. 
Which keeps thee like a paralytic, 
Between two iheets depriv'd of motion, 
Provide two flafks of fovVeign potion, 
The grape's beft juice, that grand fpccific 
Part warm apply, thy pains terrific 
Will fly before its powV pacific j 
Then drink the reft with pure devotion ; 

And this will cure thee. 
But, if in faith thou^rt not proli6c,. 
To make it ftill more fcientiiic. 
Thy do&oT {hall confirm this notion, 
And drink it up, were it an ocean. 
To prove its virtue fudorific ', 

I can aiTure thee. 

He had penfions both from cardinal Richelieu 
and Ga(bn brother to Lewis XIII. He died in 
1662* 

Bochart (Samuel) was born at Rouen in 1599. 
He was a Calvinift, and one of the mod learneJ 
men in Europe for languages and hiftory : he 
Was one of thofe who went to Sweden at once 
to inftrudl and admire the famous queen Chrif- 
tiiia. He died in 1667. 

BeiUau Difpreaux (Nicholas) of the academy. 
He was bom in the village of Crone, in the 
neighbourhood of Paris, in 1 636 : he made his 
firft eflay at the bar, and afterwards entered into 
the college of the Sorbonne : but alike difpleafed 
with the tricks of both, he gave himfetf up en- 
tirely to the impulfe of his genius, and became 
2 the 
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the honour of France. His works have been al- 
ready fo much commented upon, that any pane- 
gyric here would be fuperfluoin. He died in 

BoiUau (Giles) born at Paris in 163 1. He 
was the elder brother of the famous Boileau, 
There are fome tranflations of his which are of 
mote worth than his verfes. He died in ^669. 

BoiUau (James) another elder brother of Oef- 
preaux» and a do£lor of the Sorbonne. He had 
a whimfical genius, and wrote fome pieces of 
an extraordinary kind, in as extraordinary Latin, 
namely, The Hiftory of« the Flagellantesy or 
FJoggers ; Les Att6uchemens Impudiques^ the Laf- 
civious Touches ; Les Habits des Pritres^ the 
Pf lefts DreflTes, &c. He died in 1716. 

Boifrobert (Francis le Mctel) more famous for 
being a favourite of cardinal Richelieu, and for 
his good fortune, than for his merit : he com- 
pofed eighteen dramatic pieces, which met with 
110 favour but from his patron. He died in 
1662. 

Boivln (John) was born in Normandy in 1633, 
was brother to Lewis Boivin, and like him fur- 
niftied lights for the better underftanding the 
Greek writers. He died in 1726. 

Du Bos (the Abbe.) His hiftory of the League 
of Cambray, is a learned, political, and intereft*- 
ing work. It gives an infight into the cuftoms 
and manners of thefe times, and may juftly be 
efteemed a model in this kind of writing : his- 
refletSions on poetry, painting, and mufic, are 
read with emolument by all artifts. It is the mofi; 
ufcful performance of the kind that has appeared 
on thofe fubje£ts in any nation of Europe. The 
chief excellence of this work is, that wiih a very 
. Vol. IX. K few 
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few errors, it abounds with juft, new,andlearBed 
refledtions. It is not a methodical work ; bat 
the airthor thirties bimfelf, and teaches his rea* 
tiers to think. With all that, he was ignoEanc of 
mufic, he hever wrote a line of poetry, and did 
not poflefs a fingle pidare : but he bad read, 
ken^ heard, and refle<Eted a great deal. H^difd 
in 1742. 

Bojii (Ren£ le) a regulkr canon of St* Gene- 
vieve, He was born at Paris in 1631 : he at* 
tempted to reconcile Ariftotle and Defcacteat 
without reflefiing that both the one and the 
t\\\cv ought to be thrown afide : his treatife on 
rpic poetry is in great reputation 1 but it will 
never form poets. He died in i68o. 

Bcjfiiit (James Benignus) of Dijon, was born 
in 1627 : he«ras bifhop of Condom, and after- 
wards of Mcaux. We have fifty-one difitrent 
pieces of his writing \ but his Funeral Oratione, 
and his Difcourfe on Univerfal Hiftory, are tbe 
Works that have immortalized bis name. It 
has been feveral times aflerted in print, that Ibis 
bifliop was married, and that St. Hyacinthiia, 
who wbs famous for tbe (hare he hbd in the lit* 
tie joke of iMatanafius, pafled for his font but 
there never was any proof of this. A family 
of eminence in Paris, which has produced fe* 
vera! perfons of -diftioguiflied merit, affinn, 
that there vi^s a private contra^ of marriage 
between Bofluet, when very young, and one 
tnademoifelles des Vieux ) that this lady made a 
facrifice of her paflions and hopes to the intereft 
of her lover, whofe eloquence bid fair to pro^^ 
cure him conflderable advancement in the church, 
Isnd confented to give up the contrad, as tbe 
n\ariiage had not l^n confuminoted ^ that Bo(- 
2 fuety 
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idetj relfeafed firwn his engagements, entered into 

holy onlers ; and that after his death this fa- 

'tnfly had the fettling of this afFair, and declare 

-that the lady never made an ill ufe of the dan- 

'^erous <ecrets (he was miftrefsof: fhe always 

*ltved itf a chafte and refpedful friendfhip with 

the billiop of Meaux, who enabled ^ her to pur- 

trhafe the little eftate of Maulion, about fiiee 

'leagues diftam from Paris, of which Ihe took 

Ihe title, and lived to almoft the age of an hun« 

»^red. it is moreover pretended that this great 

-man^s fentiments as a philofopber were diiFerent 

from what he taught as a divine, like {a learned 

<ffiagiftrate, who at the fame time that he gives 

Tentence, according to the letter of the law, 

•may in private rife fuperior to it by the force of 

Us genius. He died in 1 704. 

Boucbenu de Vdbofmais (John Peter) was born 

-at Grenoble in 1 651 : he made feveral voyages 

'in the early part of bis life, and was on board 

the'Engliih fleet at the fea- fight off Solebay : h'e 

was afterwards prefident of the chamber of^acv 

-counts in Dauphiny : his memory is flill helji 

dear by the inhabitants of Grenoble, for the 

good he did in that place, and to all men of 

learning for his noble enquiries : he compofed 

his Memoirs of Dauphiny when he was blind, 

frtnn what was read to him. He died in 1730/ 

Bouhier, The author of feveral natural piec^ 

of poetry. When ITC was dying, at the age 6f 

eighty -fix, he made this epitaph for himfelf : 

y^etais po'cUy hlflorien ; 

Et maintenanty ji ne fuis rien^ 

Once poet and hiftorian, I, ^ 

Now duft, in dark oblivioh, Ife« ' 
• • K 2 BQuUtr. 
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Bcubkry prefidcnt of the p^rliaonqnt of Dijon : 
he is famous for his erudition : he tranfiaied 
fome paiTages of the anticnc Latin poets into 
French verfe, being of opinion that this was the 
only good way of uanflating them ; but his 
poety (Lews the difBcuhy of fucb an under- 
taking. 

Boubours (Dominic^ a'Jcfuit, was born at 
Paris in 1628. The Irench language and good 
tafle owe him many obligation : he was author 
of feveral very good pieces, which gave bifih to 
Ibme exccl^pt criticifms : ex privath oJh's ref^ 
pithlica crefcit. His Life of St. Ignatius de Loyola 
did not greatly pleafe the generality of readers ; 
and that of St. Francis Xavier underwent fom^ 
firi£ture$; but his remarks on language, anil 
above all ' his Method of judging rightly of 
Works of Genius, will be always of ulc to 
young people, who are defirous of formine ibfir 
tafle : he teaches them to avoid bombaft, oh- 
fcurity, far fetched and falfe thoughts. If he 
paffcs fentence fomewhat too fevercly upon cer- 
tain pafTages of Tallb, and oth^r Italian authors, 
he as often condemns them juftly ; his ftilc is 
pure and pleafing. The little trad abovemcn* 
tioned greatly omsnded the Italians, and brought 
en a kind of national quarrel. It was thought^ 
that the opinion of father Bouhours, which was 
ilrrngthened by that ofBoileau, might come 10 
\t a' kind of Jaw. The^^narquis d* Oifi, and 
fomc others, compofed two very large volume^ 
in defence of fomc of Taflb's vcrfes : but heic' 
let it be remarked, that father Boubours would 
have hfiCd very little right to reproach the Italian 
writers with their falfe thoughts, who himfelf 
compares Ignatius Loyola to Caelar, and Francis 

Xavier 
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Xayier tp Alexander, only that he was very fel- 
3am guilty of thefe faults. 

'Sauj/iaud \l<hmie\) of Loudoun, was born 
in'.i6o^: he was learned in hiftory and the 
Qimhematics. He died in 1694. 
/ Boulainvilliers (the count of) of the houfe of 
Crouy : the moft learned gentleman of the 
kingdom in hiftory, and the moft capable of 
writing that of France, had he not been too 
^iftematical. He calls the antient feudal go- 
v/^rnment the Matter- piece of Human Genius : 
be regrets thofe ttme» in which the people, en- 
flayed by ignorant and brutal petty tyrants, were 
without induftry, commerce, or property ; and 
19 of opinion, that an hundred lords, the op-» 
pre&rs of the earth, and the enemies of their 
prince, compofed the inoft perfe£t of all go* 
vemments. Notwithftanding this wild hypo- 
theds he was an ex<SeIlent citizen, as, notwith- 
ftaiuting his weaknefe for judicial aftrology, 
he was^ an able philofopher, fo far as it is' 
part of a philofopher to hold life for nothing, 
and defpife death. There is printed at the end 
of his works, A large fcheme for rendering: the 
king of France richer than all the other Mo- 
narchs of the World. But it is plain that this 
piece is* not the count de Boulainvilliers. He 
died abdRit the year 1720, 

Bour3aloyi^ was born at Bourges in 1632 j 
be was a Jefuit, and tHe chief model for all good 
preachers in Europe. He died in 1704.. 

Bourfauk (Edmund) was born in Burgundy 
fn 1638 : his letters to Baber, which were much 
eileeemed at the time he wrote them, are be- 
oonie like all other epiftolary writings in thac 
tafte, the amufement of young country people ? 
K 3 ^ his 
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his comedy of iEfop is ftill played. He died in 
i/or. 

Bourfeu (Atnable) was bora in Auvergne in » 
1606 : he was author of Tevcral worke rf pon 
licics and controverfy. Silhon and he are M^. 
pc<5ied of compoTing the PotUical Teftamenr^ 
faid to have been made by cardinal Richelitu. 
He died in 1672* 

Brebeuf (William) was born in NoroKimtf 
in 163$ : he is known by his tranflation of the 
Pharialia ; but it is not ^ generally known that 
he wa^ the author of Lucan trauijtim He diedi 
in 1661, 

Bre(eui/y Marchtonefs du Chatelet (Gabriel 
Emilia) was bom in 1706* She illuftrttied the- 
wriiuiga of Leibnitz^ and tranflated Newtoia 
with comments ; a merit which mubs of little 
ufe ta her at court, but which gained her th« 
veneration of every nation that had a knra for 
learning) who admired her depths of genius and 
eloquence. Of all the women who hatre adof nedi 
France, (he had the greateft (hare p£ trite u»*< 
derftanding, and afte<£lcd the leaA.to be thovgbt 
a wit. She died in 1749. 

Bri€nn$ (Henry-Auguftua de Lomenie deV 
fecretary of ftate: he has left fome memoira. It 
would, be ufefdl for minifters of ftate to oompofii 
memoirs ; but then they fliould be (uch ( 
which have been lately coUeAed under thei 
6f th? duke of Sully. He died in i666. 

La Bruyen (John) was born at Ooufdain ioi 
1644. It is ccruin, that in his Cbarafiers be 
bas given us the portraits of feveral weHknowtt 
and confiderable perfonag cs« This work baaoc<ii 
cafioned a great many bad imitaton* . He died m 
1696. 

De 
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. ' DeBruii (the abbe) was born in Lsnguedoc in 
1639. Although the author of ten volumes of 
contfoverfy, his name 'would have been buried 
raablivion; but his petit piece called £^ (jron- 
dewr (the Grumbler), which is far fuperior to any 
6t Mdiere's farces, and- the Advocate Patelin, 
an JKicient monument of the true Gaulifh fim- 
pHcity revived by him, will makie hrtn known as 
Iqng as there is a ftage in Fran(;e. He was af- 
fifted by Paiaprat in thefc two pretty pieces. 
Tbf^e arc the only woiks of genius that were 
C9er compofed by two authors jointly. He died 
in 1723. 

. I cannot clofe this article without taking no- 
ttce pf a very extraordinary event, to be met with 
)n the Colle&ion of literary An^dotes, printed 
byDurand in 1650, voK ii. p. 369^ wb^re th<5 
author teHs us, *' the Aniours pf (>ewis XIV. 
having^'been introduced ih a p!ay upon the £ng« 
im^ ftage, Lewis was willjng, in return^ to exh(« 
bitthoieof king WjFllani upon ^he French thea-: 
tre;* and the abbe de Bruis was ordered by the! 
marquis de Torct to vrrite a piece upon this fub- 
je£^9 which he did ; but though it was greatly 
applauded b}' thoie who faw it in MS. it was pe- 
ver performed." ■ • . 

' Here let it be obfcrycd, that this Colledion of 
Anecdote?, which is ful> of the Vkt tales, H 
prmted with approbation and privilege. Now* 
the amours of Lewis XIV. were never made the 
(ah]t&. of a piece pfayed on the Englifli ftage ; 
and it is well known, that king William had 
never arty mifirefs; or, if he had, Lewi$ XIV. 
knew tpo well what he owed to go.od-breeding 
to order jriy one to write 'a comedy u^b Wil- 
Umo's amours: M. de Torci was not a perfon 
•\ K4 to 
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to make To impertinent a propofal ; and, in fliorN 
the abb6 dc Bruis never thought of writing fo 
ridiculous a piece as that afcribcd to him. It can* 
Mot be too often repeated, that the grcatefV part 
of the collcflions of anecdotes, anas^ and fccret 
memoirs, with which the public is over-run^ ate 
only wretched cqnipilatrons, patched up in a hur- 
ry, to anfwer the purpofes of indigent or merce- 
nary fcribbleis. 

lirumci (the Jcfuli). His Greek Theatre paflcs 
for one of the bcA works of the kind : he has 
fl/ewn by hi:> poetry, that it is much cafier to 
tranflaie and praife the antients, than to equal 
ihc celebrated moderns by productions of one'* 
own. This uuihor is !ikev\ife chargeable with 
not having had a fufiicient idea of the fuperlority 
of the French (la|;e over that of the Greeks, and 
the prodigious difference between the Mifan* 
thrope of Moliere ^r^d the Frogs of Arifio* 
phane?. 

Brun (Peter le) was born at Abe in x66i. He 
belonged to the Oratory. His critical treatifc on 
Superflitious Pradices has been greatly efleerocd ; 
but he is a phyftcian who gives an account of 
a very few difeafes only, and is himfelf much dif- 
crdercd. He died in 1729. 

Buffer (Claud),, a Jefuit. His Artificial Me- 
mory is of very oreat fervice to thofc who arc 
defirous of retainmg the principal events of hif- 
tory always frc(h in their minds : he has made 
that ufe of verfe,(I will not fay poetry) for which 
it was originally intended; namely, to imprint 00 
the mind ihofe events which men are dchious of 
iemembring. 

Bu£i Rabutin (Roger, count of ), was bom b 
the NivcTflois in 1618. He wrote witA purity : 

bb 
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his mbfortunes and.bisproduSions* are Aifficient* 
)y known : be died at AuCuB in 1693. 

Cailfy fthe chevalier de)^ known only by the 
name of Acceiily : he was devoted to the fervice 
of the oiiniller Colbert. The time of his birth 
and death are . alike unknown. There is a coU 
ledton of his of ibme hundreds of cpigrainf« 
amongft which there are feveral very baa, and 
feme tolerably pretty: he wrote naturally^ but 
without any imagination in his expreffion* 

Calpremde (Walter de la) was born at Cahofs, 
about the year i6i2. He was one of the gen- 
tlemen in ordinary to the. king : he was the firft 
who brought long romances into fafiiion. The 
merit of thefe confifted in a number of adven- 
ture^, the intrigue of which was artfully enough 
condudlcd, and, though incredible, not altoge* 
ther impoflible. Boyardo, Ariioftot and TaSb, 
on the contrary, loaded their poetic romances 
with fidioDS entirely unnatural ; but the charmi 
of their vetfification, the innumerable beauties 
of the detail, and the admirable allegoiies, efpe* 
cialiy thofib of Ariofto, altogether, have made 
their poems imviortal ; while the works of La 
Calprenede, like mofl other great romance-^ 

* The foarce of hit difgrace was a book which he wrote, 
called the Amoroui HlTlory of ihc Cauls, containing the 
moft remarkable amours of the age. The piece was not 
iocended for the preft ; but was prtfenred in manulbrlpt to 
Ibe king, who was fo mucli inccnfed, that he fcnt the ao« 
ibor to the BaAile. The connt himfelf pretended, tbat it 
was altered, garbled, and interpolated in a fliocking man* 
tier before it was produced to his majefly. He made great 
efforts to obtain the king's forgivcncfs ; and, being releafed 
Irom the Baftiie, waa exiled to his own houfe in the coun- 
uy, wlier#he lived to a good old ege, without ever beiog 
jlMe tp rftflevc the good graces of hii maAer. 

K 5 writers. 
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c^riterS) ar^ funk in eftimatfon. What has chief- 
]y contributed US their fall, if the great peiMion 
fhe (tage is arrived at. In a good tragedj, or a 
l^ood opera, we meet vritb a much greater Dum- 
ber of ientimenti than are to be found in all chefe 
enormous volumes: thefe ienctmenis are at the 
fame time much better expreiled, and there up* 
pears a much clearer knowledge of the bimaii 
heart. Thus Racine and Qgrinault, who ba^e 
given a iitde into the ftile of thefe roaMncce, 
have contributed to obliterate them bjr fpeaking 
more truly to the heart, and in a manner more 
tender ana harmonious. He died in 1663* 

CampiJIron (John) was bom at Tpuloofe In 
1656. He was a pupil and imitator of Raeine. 
The duke of Vendome, whofe fecretary he wm« 
made his fortune; and Baron the player, m parc» 
his reputation. There are fome afieding ftrokea 
in his pieces, though they are in general bot 
weakly written : however, the language it pure % 
and fince his time this requifite has been fo much 
negle<Sted in our theatrical pieces, that at length 
the flile is become almoft barbarous. This ia 
what Boileau greatly lamented at bis death. He 
died in 1723. 

Du Catigi (t^harles du Frefhe) waa bom it 
Amiens in 1610. His twoGlc^aries are Well 
known for being of the greateft ufe towards un- 
derftanding the cuftoms of the latter empire^ 
and the following ages. He was one of thofis 
who was rewarded by Lewis XIV. He died in 
x688. 

Caffandn. He and Dacier have done more 
fervicc to the reputation of Ariftotle, than all the 
pretended philofophers together. He eranflated 
hit trcatife on Rhetoric, as well as Dacier liai 

done 
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4mm dbe tnat^ an Poefiy, of that famom 
&eefc s and we cannot but admire Arifiotfr, 
^nd tlic age of Alexander, when we find thac 
Ae preceptor of that grc^t nun, who has beefi 
lb flmdi decned for bis natural pbilofopbj, w» 
if i omc lf acquainCcd with the princi jJes of elo- 
qw cncc amd poetry. Where is the naturalift of 
our age capable pif giving rules at the £une time 
far ao Ofation and a trs^edy ? Caflandre Inred 
and died in a ftate of extreme poven^* Tliiswas 
HOC owifi^ to the want of talents; rat to a fhtb- 
boni, mofofey and onfbciaUe difpofidon. Many 
who oooiplain of the unkindnefs of fg/tuce have 
often onlf chemlelves to blame. 

Gffim (JohO'Dominick) was born in the 
amatf of Nice in 16259 and was invited to 
France by Colbert in s666. He was the firft 
aftronomer of hisage; but he began, like all 
others, by the ftudy of ailrolofy. As he was 
natiralized in ^Vance, and nu^ried and had chil* 
dres there, aiid died at Paris, he may joftly be 
accounted in the number of Frenchmen. He 
has rendered his name immortal by bis meridio- 
nal dock of St. Petrona at Boulogne, which 
ftews the variations in the fwiftneis of ihe earth's 
motion round the fun. He was the firft who d^* 
moaftrated, by the parallax of the p!anet ^far?, 
that the iun is at lead thirty-three milRbhs of 
miles diflant from the earth. He foretold the 
path defcribed by the com.et of 1664 : he like- 
wile difcovered the five (atrllites of Saturn, df 
which Huyghens had feen only one ; and this 
diicovety of Caffini's was celebrated in an hiRo' 
fical medal of Lewis Xi V. He died in 1 71 2. , 

CaU^u was bom in 1659. He was a JMjtf, 

and« in coniuoaioo with fadier Rouill^' com- 

K6 po(ed 
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pofed twenty volume of the Ro^jiap HiAoryr in 
which, for the fa^e of eloquence, they have ntr 
gle<£l(:d exadnefs. He died in Z737« 

Vti Ceraau (John- Anthony} wa$ borfi io jf>'}^ 
He was a Jefuit. In his French poetry, which 
13 i^ut of the middling kind, there are fomeverfci 
natural and happily turned. He has intermixed 
the purity of ftilc of the age he wrote in, with 
fomething in the manner of Marot; a ftile- 
which, ^ by its too great negligence, enervsai^. 
poetry, and fpoils the prefent language, by intro* 
ducing antiquated words and ternas. He died io 
1730- 

C>r/^ (Gcrmain-Habert). He lived in the 
dawn of good ta{le» at the time when the 
French academy was (ir(l eflablifhed. His Me- 
lamorphods of Phillis's Eyes into Scars was cried 
up as a madcr piece ; but ceafes to be fo« fince 
the appearance of fo many excellent writers* He 
died in 1655. 

La Chambre (Marin Cureau de). He was bora 
at Mons in 1594 : he was one of the fuH mem- 
bers of the academy: he died in 1669. Both* 
he and his fon had fome (hare of reputation. 

Chantertau (Lewis le Fevre) wa^ born in i58S. 
He was a man of great leaining, apdooe of the 
firft who cleared up the h 1 (lory .of France } but 
he t^as given fanflion to a great error, namely, 
that the hereditary fiefs did not begin until after r 
the reign of Hugh Capet; whereas,, if we re-, 
gard only the example of Nornfiandy, which wa»i. 
given, or rather extorted, by the title of an he* 
icditary fief in 912, it will be fufiicient to over* 
throw the opinion of Chantereau, which has 
been adopted by fevera) hiflorians. It is more- 
over certain, that feudal honours, wiA^prppe^ty, 

were 
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inAituted m France by Charlemagne, and 
thit this form of government was known before 
his time in Lombardy and Germany. Chance- 
fcaudied in 1658. v 

Chapelain (John) was born in 1595. Had it 
not been for his Pucelle, (or Maid of Orleans), 
be would have had fome reputation in the lite- 
rary world,: he got more» however, by that 
wi«tched poem than Homer did by his liiad. 
Chapelain was nevertheless of fome ufe by his 
learning* It was he who corre£icd Racine^s firft 
poletical attempts* At his firft fetting out, he 
was the. oracle of all poets, and at length became 
their difgrace : he died in 1674. 

La CkapelU^ receiver- general of the finaQce9i 
author of fome tragedies, which had fuccefe in 
their time. He was one of thofe who endea* 
vourcd to imitate Racine; for this great writer, 
like the great mafters in painting, formed a 
fchool without knowing it. This Raphael in 
poetry did not, however, form a Julio Romano; 
and yet fome of his firft difciples wrote with tOr 
lerable purity of language ; whereas, in the de* 
cline which followed, we have feen, even in our 
time, whole tragedies, in which there are not 
four lines together without fome grofs faults, 

CbapelU (Claude Huillier), natural fon to de 
THuillier, mafter of accounts. It is not true 
that he was the firft who made ufe of double 
rhimcs : d'Aflbuci . ufed them before him, and 
evCA With fome fuccefs. 

Pourquoi dmc-^ fexe au tetni de r»fi^ > 

^und la cbariii vous impofe 
• La hi d'aimer votre prpchain^ , . 

Pouvesi-vous m€ hair f am caufo^ 

M9i 
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JI4ci qui ne vousfis jamais Htn P 
Eh ! pour mon ionneur je bois Hen' 
^'ilfaut vousfain quelque cb9fi. 

Ah ! fex, by nature formM to pleafe, 

When charity this law decrees, 

I1iat one another we ihould love : 
, Can you thus hate with k much egfe. 
Me who am hartnlefs as a dove ^ 
I find, mine honour to approve, 

I muft do fomething more than teafe. 

Chapelle bad more fuccefs than others hi that 
kind of verfe which requires grace and bannoiiy> 
but even here he frequently prefers a barren abun* 
dance of rhimes to the thought and torn. Hit 
vc^uptuous manner of living, and the fe^ fte* 
tenfions he made, contributed greatly to tbe 
fame of his little pieces* It is known, that in 
bis Voyage to Montpellier there arc many (Iniko 
of Bachaumont, ion to the prefident 1e CoineinC) 
one of the moft amiable men of his time. Chaw 
pelle was moreover one of the beft pupils of tbe 
famous Gafiendi : however, wc fli alt always dif^ 
tinguiQi between the encomiums that fo many 
men of letters have beftowed on Chapelle, and 
geniufes of his ftamp, and thofe which arc givna 
to great maflers. He died in 1686. 
• Cbardin {}o\ivt) was hotn at Paris in 164^ 
iNo traveller Harleft more cdrious memoirs, m 
died at London in xyij. 

Charlival (John Faucon de Ris); He was one 
of thofe who acquired reputation by a delicacy of 
genius, without making it too public. 

The famous dialogue between marecfaald'Hoc* 
quincourt and father Canayc^ printed at theesMl 

of 
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of St Ewemoiit's worlu, was written W Cbarle- 
val, as fitf as the Iktie difieitatioa •ponjanfeniroi 
and MoHnifin, which m» added hf St. fvremont. 
The ftile of thk latter part is Tery d^rent from 
Aat of die bqgpiMiifig. The late moofieor de 
C^aaaitifit counfellor of ftate, was in pofleffioit 
of Qiaslfval'sow&MS. We are toM in MiMeri, 
diat the prefideat de Ris, nephew to Ghaikval, 
woold not fi^r his uncle's works to be printed^ 
left the name of an author (hoald happen to 
piove a disgrace to the family. A man maft be 
veij meanly bred, and very wealc, to advance 
waf iking of Urn natute in the piefenc age ; and 
in^ peiiiso of the feng robe it would have been 
an inftance of pvide, worthy onlv of the times 
of mOiUfy ignorance and baikriun, whenftudy 
was left wholly to thofe of the robe, through a 
eootempt fo& both the one and the other. 

Cbarpentur (Fiancts) was born at Paris in 
162c. He was a ufeiul academic. We have at 
traalation of Ae Cyiopnlia by him : he was a 
ftreonoos defender of -the opinion, that our pub« 
lie oHMitimenul infiriptions in France fhould be 
in the French langpiage. In iad, it is degrading 
a-lai^;aag!S» which is now fpoken through all £u* 
eope, to be difident of vfing it; and it is ading 
ooonter to the intention to fpeak to a wbole^ 
people in a tongue that is onintril^ible, to at 
leaft three fourtlM of them. There is a kind of 
cruelty in latinizing French names, and as it 
may miflead pofterity, and the names of Rocroi 
'nod Fonienoi have a more pleafing (bund than 
diofe of Rocrofiom and Fonteniacum. He died 
in 1702. 

La ChtHre (Edne, marams of) He has left 

Hcdicd«€64sr 
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Chauliod (WilWtm) wa»' bom in Normandy lir 
1639 : he is well knowafor hia eafy and neg- 
ligent way of writing verfey and for the bold and 
fenfual beauties found in them. Moft of bis 
veries breath* the ^irtt of frcedoniy pieafure, and 
a philofophy fuperior tQ- vulgar prejudice : this 
was his real cbaraAer : . he lived in plearure9 
and died ^'uJ^ intrepidity in. 1710/ 

Cbtmnaisy a Jefuit : be was called the Ra- 
cin^ of preachers, and Bourdaloue -the CorneiTle. 

Charon (Elizabeth) was born at Paris in 164s* 
She was famous for her knowledge of mufic, 
painting, and poetry, and was better known by 
her own name than by that of her hufband, the 
fieur le Hay. She died in 17111 

Chevrtau (Urban) was born at Loudoun in 
1613 : be was in much reputation as a learned 
man, and a great wit. He died in 2701. 

Chifftet (John-James) was born at Befancon 
in 15H8. There are feveral Enquiries written 
\>y him. He died in 1660. There have been 
fcven authors of this name. > 

CWtfi (Francis de) was born at Rouen hi 
J 644 : he was envoy at Siam, and has left us 
an account of that embafiy : he compofed fe« 
veral hiftorical pieces, and a tranflation of the 
Imitation of Jefus Chrift, dedicated to madame 
de Maintehon, with this motto ; Cancupifcet rtx 
dicorfm tuum : as alfo the Memoirs of theCoun- 
tefs des fiarres, which countels is himfelf ; be 
having worn the drefs, and lived as a wohiaa 
for feveral years : he made a purchaie of aa 
eflate near Tours, under the name of the coua* 
tefs dcs Barrcs. In thefc Memoirs he relates 
freefy the many miltrefles he had under this dif- 
guife. Whilft he led this life. he. wrote the 
* Hiftory 
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Hiflory of the church. In his Memoirs of the 
Court we meet with feveral fa(Sls> of which 
feme are true, feme falfe, and many taken upon 
truft; they are wrote in rather too familiar a 
ilile. 

. Claude (John) was born inAgenois* in 1619. 
He was minifter of Cbarentcn, and was the 
pride of his fe£i. He was worthy of being the 
rival«of Bofluer, Arnauld, and Nicole. He 
compofec fifteen pieces> which were all gree- 
dily fougKt after in thofe times of difputation. 
Polemical writings have all but their ftated time; 
but the Fables of la Forrtaine, and the Works 
of Anofto, u ill be handed down to the lateft 
pofterity. Five or i^x thoufand volumes of 
controverfy are already buried in oblivion* Thi^ 
writer diei at the Hague, in 1687. 

X^ Cv/ff/r (Charles) was bora at.Troies^ in 
161 1. ' He belonged to the oratory. His f!c«* 
defiaftical Annals, printed at the. Lo^yt^ hf 
order of the king, are ufeful mo^umeAts in 
their kind. He died in 168 1 • 

Collet (Philibert) was born at Dombes 
in 1643. He was a civilian, and a free 
thinker. Being excommunicated by the bifhop 
of Lyons, on accouqt of a parifli quanel, he 
wrote againft the f(^ten^e. He oppofed the 
confinement of women. in doifters, and, in his 
treatife on ufury, he argues ftrongly in fupport 
of the cuftom eftablifhed at Brefle, of ftipulating 
thejntereft with the principal, a cuftom adopted 
by the greateft part of Europe, and followed by 
moft of the trading part of the reft, notwith- 
(landing the laws to th/e cootrary, which are 
eafily evaded. He likc^wife affirms^ that the 

tithea 
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tithes paid' to churchmen do rtot belong to them 
by divine right. He died in 1718. 

C$bm!ez (Paul). The time of bis birth is not- 
known. His works begin to fink rnto oblivion; 
but they are ufeful to thqfe whoare fond of li-^- 
terarj enquiries. He died at London in i6^2«- 

Ccrnmin (the Jcfuh). He was in reputation' 
amoflgft thofc who think that good Latin ver(es 
may be made at prefent, and that foveignfts are 
capable of reviving the Auguftan age, in a Ian* 
guage they are not even able to pronounce* * - 

htfiham tu Sgnafir^s. 

C^dtmm (Gerald) wa» born at Paris. Tbt 
learned world is obliged to hhn for having'deV'*. 
cd up the confufed accounts of the firft races 9^- 
the kings of France, and indebted to the dafce^ 
of Montaufier for thi» ufeful undertaking, who 
iet Mttv abotae writing the biftory of Charle* 
magnc, Ibr thoufe of Monfeigneor the doupbinj 
of whom he bad the education. He mei with 
nothing but abfurdities and contmdiAioos in 
our old French hiftorians s however tbo dtfi- 
Qjlty ferved to encourage him, and be cleared 
up the tW(> fidb rates. He died in 1684. 

CormUk ('Peter) iras born at Rouen in i6b6; 
Though at prefent only fix or feven of his piecea 
are played, yet he will always be the fiatbor of 
the ftage« He is the firft who raiftd the geniua 
of the nation, and that is fufScient to gain par** 
don for about twenty of his pieces, which» ex* 
cept in a very few places, are the worft that we 
have, both for ftile, berrennefs of intrigue, and 
infipid and mifplaoed amours 5 and by e beep of 

wire- 
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mn'-dHLvm • converfaeions, which are die re- 
rerfe of true tragedy. But we are to judge 
9f a ^reat inafl only by his excellencies, and 
991; by his faults. It is ftid that his tranflatioiir 
of] the Imitation of Chrift went through thirty*^ 
tvifo^ditionf ; ihis however is as didicultto be*t 
itevo^ .^ i t i^ to FeatJ one o£ thenni. He received 
a>gratificatipn from the kii^ ta his hft iUnefa;. 
he died in 1684. 

;^ is faid in feveral printed coUedions of anec-^ 
dotes,: that he had a particular place fet apart 
for him at the play-houfe, and that, whenevts 
he came in, everv body rofe and received him 
^ith a . clap. Unhappily, mankind are not fo 
reacfy to, ido juftic4 to merk. The ical truth i^ 
thatr the king's comediane refufed to play hie 
eight, bft psece% and he was obUged to^give 
Iktm to another coraoaajr* 
.. Camsilh (Thomt^ was borB at Rouen m 
|j6i^ He. vfmH have nioed jrecat xepmaiion, 
if IfLthaA Q^thad ft hrodien Tbeoe aie tfaiitjH 
twisc dnmade pieees ofi his» Ht dkd poor, ia 
the year 1709. 

daujm (iiewis) was born at Pocb in I5X^«. 
He vfBs prefident of the court of Couit. W^ 
9re indebted to him for feveualtraeAstioiia from 
the Greek hiftorians, wUch wereaot known 
befjire*: He died, in 1 707. 

The bardn dts CoutUrs trasflaledLsieretitia 
ia pr^^e^ with connnentary^notea^ about tke- 
middle of the reign of Lewis XIV* He was of the 
(ame way of thinking .with, that philofophcr^ 
m-j-ejation to moft of the ficft principles • of 
things- . He believed matter to be jeterhal,* m 
4i^ ^\l tbe>. aocieAt». The Chofitaa religMin 
lu$. alone oppofed this doSrine. 

DacUr ' 
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. />iviVr, (Andrew) was born at Caftrcs bi 
x65r. He was originally a Calvinift, as welt 
as his wife, and, like her, became afterwards z 
Roman chatholrc. He was keeper of the bookj 
HI the king's cabinet of Paris, a poft which 
no I longer fubfifts. He was rather a learned 
man than an elegant writer; but his tranflaciom 
arid notes mil always be of ufe. He died ia 
the Louvre, in 1722. 

-"Danchet, (Arithohy) He fucceeded in foroe 
few operas, by the alTiftance of the rouficiani 
and theyare rather better than his tragedies. 
" Daneaurt^ (Florence Carton) the advocate^ 
was born in 162a, r'and chbie- rather to apply 
himfelf to the ftage than the bar, VVhat Reg- 
aard was for high comedy, with regard to Mo* 
Here, Dancourt was for farce. Several of his 
pieces ftill bring crouded houfes ; they are fall, 
of life, and the dialogue is fimple and natural. 
The number of thefe eafy pieces of compofition 
is immenfe : they bttter fuit the tafte of the 
people, than delicate ' minds, 'but afhu/em^ne 
is one of the wants of mankind; 'and thit 
Jorndof comedy, which is fo eafy to play^ 
pleafes,' both in Paris and in the provinces, the 
majority, who are not capable of tailing more 
refined pleafures. He died in 1726*. 

Danei (Peter) was one of tliofe writers who 
are more ufeful thati celebrated. His difKonjk, 
ries of the Latin language and of antiquities^ 
were in the number of thofe remarkable books 
compofed for the education of Monfcigneur the 
dauphin, which, if they did not make a learned 
man of that princt, contributed not a little to 
the inftruaion of the kingdom. He died in 
1709. • . -: 
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. Dangeau (Lewis jabbe de) vas boni in i6r4^« - 
•He ^as an exctUent academic. He died.iii 

.j'723- •.:-.• • • 

Daniel (Gabriel), a Jefuit. He was. hiftorior 
gf apber of France, and bas rectified the miftakes 
of M^zeray, concerning the firft and fecond 
faces of our kings. I^ is.alledged againft hinii, 
^t his diction is not always fufficiently pure.; 
that his /lile is poor ;)nd uninterefting .; that he 
is not lively in histdefcriptions ; th^t be has not 
given Aiificient iniight into cuftoms, manners^ 
and laws ; and that his hiftory is a tedious detail 
of military operations^ in which an hiftorian of 
bis cbara£ler is almoft always miftaken. . t 

The cpunt.of Boulainvilliers, in his memoio 
OB the French government, {giysy that Daniel 
h guilty of a thoiifand errors. This is iaying a 
great deal ; but luckily thofe errors are of as 
little confequence as the real truths would have 
been in their room -, for, of what importance is 
it, to know whether it wa^ the right or the. left 
wing that gave way at the battle of Montleri, 
or bv what part Lewis (he Fat entered the ruins 
.of Puifet ? A Q^ember of fociety is defiroas of 
knowing by what fteps the government cacae 
to change its form, what were the feveral pri- 
vileges and encroachments of the di&rent bo* 
4lies, what was done by the general eftates, 
wliat was the fpirit of the nation, &c. Father 
Daniel's hiftory, with all its faults, is ftill the 
beft that is to be found, at leaft till the reign 
of Lewis Xf. .Hc-.pret£nd$, in his preface, 
that the early periods of the hiftory of France 
.are more interefting than thofe of. Home, be- 
caufe Cloris and D^gob^rt pofleiTed. larger terri-' 
loriej^ than I^omulus and Tarquio. He .was 

not 
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AQt awarcf. that the weak beginiiiii|» of aB 
great things are intereftin^ to mankunis wc 
are fond ofbeholding the trifling reign of ana* 
tion» to whom France was but a province^ ami 
that extended its empire to the Elbe, the £^ 

Jihratesi and the Niger, It might be ackMir* 
edged, that our hiltory, and that of oihcf na- 
tional from the fifth century of the vulgar Mi 
to the fifteenth, is only a chaoa of baibarouf 
adventures, under barbarous namest 

Darg9nn$ (Noel) was born at Paris in 1634* 
He was a Carthufian friar at Gaillon, and tlit 
t)nly one of his order who ever ctdtivated lite- 
rature. . His mifceUanieS) publifflied under tk 
name of Vigneul de Marviile, are full of curi- 
ous and bold anecdotes. He died in 1704* 

DifiarUs^ (litTki) born at Touraine in 159^ 
was ion to a counfelior of the parliament of 
Brituny. He was the greateft mathematician 
t)f his time, but a pbilofopher who knew tke 
leaft of nature, when compared with thofe who 
came after him. He pafled the greateft part of 
his life oat of France, that ha might purfae his 
philofophical fludies more at liberty, in imira* 
tion of Saumaife, who took the like ftq) } but 
he was difappointed of the quiet he thought to 
•find in a retirement in HolUnd. Two pmfef- 
.fors of the baldcrdaih fcbool divinity, taught at 
that time, the one named Voet, and the odMr 
Sbockius, brought the ridiculous charge ef 
.mheifm againft him, with whieb alaM>ft tftty 
.pbilofopher has been branded by contemptibR 
writers. It availed him nothing tnat he had e9^ 
baufted his genius in colledling proofs of the 
exiftence of a God, and in fearching for new 
ones* His enemies compared him to Vanint, 

ia 
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9ii one of the pieoes diey puUiflied aeainft him ; 
'W}t that Vanmi was reailf an atheift, the con** 
f^ty fsas hem dtmonftrated ; but he was burnt 
^ fucb, and they could not have made a more 
ftikking compsirifon. Defcartes found great 
^IMfoalty to obtain a very flight fatisfai^on, by 
«*decree of ^he academy of Groninguen. His 
-Meditations, his Difcourfeon Method, are^ftill 
ks «feem ; his natural philofophy is entirely, 
fallen, being founded nekher on geometry nor 
Ct.^rimen«!6. • He was a long time in pofieffion 
:^ fo prodigious a reputation, that la Fontaine, 
-who knew nothing of the matter, indeed, but 
IVas the eccho of dhe public voice, faid of him, . 
J- 

Defuntes a ni^rteldont 01 et^tfiiii un Dimy 

i^iitns le Jiecks paffesy i^ qiii ti^t h milieu 

£jtir0 thamme ^ tefprity comme entre Fhidtn (^ 

^ik ti^t ieide nos gensfimche bete defonUne^ 

' Defcartes^ hi ages t)aft,/had beea 

Ador'd as God. ~ He rank'd between 
-f Pure ibul amd man immur'd in cloifler, 
' As human brutes 'twixt man and oifter* 

' Tht^abbe Gen^, a writer of the prefent cen* 
limys bas unfortunately h^Qa at the pains to 
:iirl»flate Defcartes's natural philofophy into 
^French verfe.. 

r It is only (ince the year 1730^ that France 
kts begun to recover from the errors of that 
<Mmerical phllofoiphy, and fmee that experi* 
;4l«eatal philofophy and geometry haye been cul- 
•^wated. Defcartea bas bad the &me fate in na« 
... tural 
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turul philofophy, as Rotifard bad in poetry. Hit 
died at Siocicholm, in 1650. 

Dejhiarets de St. Sorlin (John) was born at 
Palis, in 1595. He had a great fliarc in writ- 
ing cardinal Richelieu's tragedy of Mirainc. 
His comedy of the Vifionaries pafled for a nuf* 
ter- piece, but this was before Moliere appeared. 
He was. comptroller* general extraordinary of 
war, and i'ecretary of the marine in the Levant, 
lo wards the latter part of his life, he became 
more known for his fanatictfm than his produc* 
lions. He died in 1676. 
. Dcinat^ a famous civilian. His book on ci- 
vil law met with great approbation^ 

Dougat (John) was born at Touloufe, in 
1639. He was a civilian, and a man of letters. 
He every year had a child by his wife, and 
compofed a book. I'he fame is faid of Tira- 
qucau. The Journal des Scavans calls him a 
{^reat man, but this is a title not to be laviflied. 
He died in 1688. 

Dubois (Gerard) was born at Orleans, in 
J 6 29. He was of the oratory. He compofed 
the Hiftory of the Church of Paris. He died 
in 1696. 

Duchi was vaiet de chambre to Lewis XIV. 
He made fome tragedies for the court, uken 
« from holy writ, like Racine, but not with 
equal fuQcefs. His opera of Iphigenia at Tau- 
ris, is his bed piece. It is wrote in the fublime 
taAes and, though it is but an opera, it affords 
A ftrong idea of the heft things in the' Greek 
tragedies. This tafte did not laft long, and 
foon after we were reduced to fimple ballets, 
confifting of detached afls, made folcly /or the 
lake of introducing the dances \ thus, even the 

opera 
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Opera began tO"degcneratc, at the time that al- 
rooft every other theatrical produt^ion was upon 
the decline. 

Madame de Maintcnon made the, fortune of 
tills author, by recommending him in fuch 
fttong terms to monficur de Pontchartrain, I'c- 
. cretary of ftate, that, fuppofing him to. be a 
perfon of fome confidcration, the minifter went 
to pay him a vifit. When Duche, who at that 
tunc lived very obfcurely, faw a iecretary of 
fiate enttr his houfe, he thought it wa« tocarry 
him to the B;i!lilc. 

. Duchefne (Andrew) was born at Tourainc, in 
1584. He was hiflroriographcr to the king, aiulr 
author of fever al hiftorical trafls and gent-alogi-' 
cal enquiries. He was called the father of Frenclx. 
hiftory. He died in i640, 

Z>////Y;/i?/ (Charles) was born at Paris, in 161 j^ 
fie was both painter and poet. Hiij poem ovi 
painting has been greatly applauded by th()rc 
who can read other Latin veriies thaa thole o^ 
the Auguftan age: he died in 1665. 
^ Dufrcny (Charles) was born at Paris, in 1648': 
he paflcd for the grandfon of Henry IV. whotxi 
be refembled : he was valet of the wardrobe to 
Lewis XIV. as his father had been to Lewis 
Xni. his royal niader was contimially- giving 
him fome marks of his bounty, notwithftanding 
his diforderly way of life, but ail could not keep 
him from dying poor. I'hough he had a great 
Hiare of wit, and was not confined in his .ta- 
lents, he Qcver could compofe a regular piece. 
\Vc have feveral comedies of hi9 writing, in 
every oDe of which there are fome pretty iibd 
fmgular fcencs : he died in 1724. 
.^VouIX. L DupUix 
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Dupleix (Scipio) of Cardom. Tho* this wri- 
ttr was born in 1559* yet he may be reckoned 
in the Age of Lewis XI V« a^ he was living in 
his rci/n : he was the firft hiftorian who quoted 
his authorities in the margin of his work, which 
is a precaution abfolutely neceflary in thofe who 
do not writ^ the hiftory of their own timeS) un- 
lefs they confine, themfelves to well known 
fads : his hiftory of France is no longer read; 
there having been others much better di- 
gefled, and written iince his time; he died 
in 1661. 

EJprit (James) was born at Bexiers, in 1611 : 
ht wrote a book On the Fallacy of Human 
Virtue, which is only a commentary on the 
4iuke of Rochefoucault, Chancellor Seguier, 
>who had a good opinion of his learning, gave 
him a patent of counfellor of ftate : he died in 
1678- 

Efirades (Marflial d*). His letters are in as 
great eileem as thofe of cardinal d'OITat, and it 
iis a circumftance peculiar to the French, that 
their fimple difpatches have frequently been ex- 
cellent works : he died in 1686. 

La Fare (the marquis of). He is well known 
by his Memoirs, and fomc agreeable verfes : 
>is talent for poetry did not difcover itfelf till 
ke was in his ftxtieth year. It was in praife of 
madame dc Callus, one of the moft amiable 
wome^ of the age, both for wit and beautr, 
that he firfFexercifed his mufe; and his verles 
on that lady are, perhaps, the moft delicate of 
any he has compofed. 
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M^xianJannant unjovr i la trljleffe^ 
ions t^irtmct^ V rnhfu fms defirs^ 
% rtgrittms UsftnfihUsplaifm 
Vent la douuur inchanta majeuneffi. 
&nt'ils pirJuSy Jifais-j^^ Jans retour? 

£t nfis-tu pas crufly amour! 

Tci qtte fat fait dis mon tnfance^ 

Le maUre it mes plus beaux j our s^ 

D'in Uujfvr terminer U amrs 

A Fennuyiufe indifference ? 

Alersfaperfus dansJes airs 

U enfant nuutrs de rUmvers^ 

^iplein d*unejoie inbumaim 
JMe dit enfouriant^ Tirdsy lu te plain plus ^ 

Je vai mrttrffot a ta peine^ 
ye teproniets un regard de Callus. 

Indulging once a melancbolly vein, 
Depriv'd of hope and even without deiire, 
I ^gh*d to think of that gay, plealing fire, 
w£ich fluih'd with rapture, youths enchant*. 

ing reign \ 
And are thefe tender jo3rs for ever flown ? 
' Ah ! cruel love fo early known. 
My prime of manhood own'd thy pow'r intenfe; 
If then the zenith of my days was thine. 
Ah ! leave me not a prey m life's decline. 
To vacant thought and cold indifference* 
Then hovVing in the nether (ky. 
The world's great matter. Love, I fpy; 
tVho, fmiling with inhuman glee, 
^aid, prithee Thirfis ceafe to wail, 
. More happy days thou flill (halt fee \ 
A glance of CaUus ihall thine heart regale. 

He died in 1713. 

La £4 
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La Payette (Mary Magdalen de la Vcrgnc, 
countcfs of). Her princefe of Cleves, and her 
Zaide, were the firft romances in which the 
manners of polite life, and natural adventoret 
appeared. defcribed with elegance. Before htt 
they wrote only a heap of impoffibilities, in a 
bombaft ftile. She died in 1693. 

Felibien (Andrew) was born at Chartres, in 
16x9 : he 'was the firft who gave the title of 
Great to Lewis XIV. in the infcriptions in the 
town-houfe of Paris : his Difcourfes on the 
Lives of the Painters* was that, of all bis 
works, which did him the moft honour : ' he is 
elegant) profound, and (hews great tafte ; bqt 
he makes ufc of too many words to lay a few 
things, and is abfolutely void of method : he 
died in 1695.' 

Fenehn (Francis de Salignac) archbiihop of 
Cambrayj was born at Perigord, in 1651, We 
have fifty-five different produSioos of .Ms, all 
of whicD feem to come firom a heart full of 
virtue, but his Telemachus efpecially infpires 
that virtue : he has been in vain condemned 
by Gueudeville and the abbe Faidit: be died at 
Cambrai, in 1715* 

After the death . pf Fenelon, Lewis XIV. 
burnt, with his own hand, all the manufcripts 
which the duke of Burgundy had preferved of 
his preceptor*s. Ramfay, who was brought up 
under this celebrated prelate, wrote to me in 
thcfc words : ^^ Had he been born in England, 
his genius would have difcovered itfelf more 
ftronglv; and he would, without fear, have 
given tull fcope to his principles^ which no one 
was acquainted with." 
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. * Ferrandj coonfeUor/of the court of Aids. W« 
bMre. £>ise pittty verfes of bis writing : be 
joined Miich Roufleau in the Epigram and Ma- 
MgaL> The* /oUoviog is. a fpecimen of the 
Itfie ia wbkb Fcrrsmd wrote* 

D^ amour isf de mUancoltt - 

fXliffmus mfin cwifumij 

Enfimmnefut iramformi ; 

Ei ym' A^// ifeyJ/ eaux^ cubl e 

Jujqi^au mm de Cobjet aimii 
'• •' p0urm^ux eubHir Egerie^ • 
t^ y*jf €mn*Us hier iMinement: 
y - Af^rti dd changer d^amant 
^ V infidiU VavQit tarit. 

Celemnus wafted to the marroWf 
*•'> ' 99 Matted love and moping ibrrow, 
•• ' ^ /W» to^ fountain cbane'd by fate, 

* WhM; waters drank, oUiterate 
1 " AlF tf lices from the lover's mind, 

•-' " Of fwatns untrue, or nymphs unkind* 

Thither Egeria to forget,* 
« ' By drinking eagerly, 1 fly 

• ; But lo \ the fickle vain coquet, 

He/felf had drank the founuin dry. 
« 

By this we may perceive that Ferrand wrote 
upon fubjeiSls of gallantry with more nature, 
caie^ and delicacy -, and that RoufTeau was more 
forcible and i^udied in licentious ones* 

Feuquieres de Pas^ (the marquis of) was born 
%t Paris in 1648 : be was an officer of confum? 
mite knowledge in the art of war, and an ex* 
cellent guide, if he was not at the fame time 
too fevere a critic : he died in 171 1. 

L 3 Le 
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Le Fevrt (Taoegui) was bom at Caeo in' 
Kormandy, ia 1615: he was a CaJvinift, wtA 
profcflbr at Saumur : be dcfpiicd thoie of the 
Uiiy though he lived amongil them : he wai 
more the philoibpher than tbe Hi^iiciioC;.br 
wrote as well in Latio as a perfon can write ia 
a (irad language, atfd 19^ fome Greek verfes^ 
v/hich app4rentl)r have bad very few readers^ 
Ihc chief obligation which the learned world 
has to him, is being the father of madamc Dan 
•icr: he died in 167!$. 

" Le fiivre (Anpe^ madame Dacief* Sbe waa 
born In the Calvinift faitb^ at SauauiTt jn l6^l| 
and is famous for her great jearning^ The 
duke of Montaufier. emploved her \tk ape of 
thofc boolcs which were called the Dauphin'Sf 
for the education of that prince^ Floruati with 
Latin notes, . is ber's : ber. tran(latioa o£ Te^ 
rcnce and Hocnjcr have Aqoj^ ber iiyuiHMt^ bo^ 
nour : her only fault wa»» a too great fqndneft 
for her ovyn tranflations*. La Mocfe atf^ckej^ 
her with wit) and (he replied wit)^ erudition. 
She died at the L?>ivre in ijao. 

FUMer (Efpric) of the country of .Avignoop 
was born \x\ 1632) and was biflaop pf .Li^aur^ 
and afterwards of Nime8« He wai boifn a Frend^ 
and Latin poet, an hiftorian, and a preacher ; 
but he is chiefly known bv his fine funeral ora? 
tbns. He compofed his niftory of Theodofiut 
for the uTe of the dauphin. The duke of 
Montaufier engaged the beft fcholars-of Francer 
to employ their talenta in produ£tions for tiie 
education of hit royal pupil. Flecbier died ija 
i7io» 

FUmtj (Claud) was born in x64a He wu 
fubprcccptor totbc duke ofJBiuguudy, and con* 

Vrilbr 
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ftSor to Lewis XV. bis ibo. He lived at coiif^ 
m retirement and labour. His hiftory of the 
church is tbe beft that was ever written 5 and 
ihe preliminary difcourfes are fliH iar fuperror 
to his hiftory. TheTe are in a pbiioibphical 
iafte; but bis hiftory is not. He died in 1723. 
^ La Fontmne (John) was born at Chateau- 
Thierry in ibtu He was tbe n)oft plain and 
fimple man living, but admirable m his Way, 
^o' negligent and unequal. He was the only 
fjocd writer of his time who did not partake of the 
bounties of Lewis XI V.- tho' entitled tp them 
bV bis merit and his poverty. His faUes are for 
the. moft part infimtely f^i^rior to any that 
fcive been written before or fiiice^ in any Ian- 
|:oage whatfocver. In the tafes which lie imitated 
kotn Ariofto, he wants that writer's elegance 
an$} pmity ; he falls far ftiort of hion in his de- 
fcripdons^ which defed efcaped Boileau in his 
Diflertation <m Joconde, becauie he did not un> 
deiftand Italian: but in thofe tales which lie 
has taken from Boecace^ La Foataine is fupe- 
jrior, as having a much greater fliare of «^it, 
elegance, and art,- thajs the Italian, whofe only 
aierit is fimplieity, perfpicuity, and exadneis 
•f language, but La Foniatne corrupted tbe 
French, ne died in 1695* 
• ForttfneUe (Bernard Bouvier de..) Though be 
was living in 1756,- yet he muft be an* excep- 
tion to the rule we have laid down for ourfelves 
0f not admitting aay living perfon into this 
catalogue, hi^ great age, being tiear an hundred 
when he died, feems to demand this diftin<^ion. 
He is at prefent equally above panegyric and tritt-> 
ticifm. Hemay be confidered as the moftuniver-^ 
61 genius that the age of Lewis XI V^produced^T 
and may be refembled to ar fpil dial Jrom. iiar- 
L.4^ happ|E 
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happy fituation years every kind of fruit. He ^ 
not twenty years of age, when be compofird 
the greateu part of the tragic opera of Bellero* 
phon ; after which he wrote his opera of Thetis 
and Peleu9, in whtcli he has greatly imitated 
Quinault, It was performed with great foo- 
refs ; but his ^neas and Lavinia was not (6 
well received* He tried his powers in tragcdyi 
and aflifted mademoifelle Bernard in feme of 
her pieces. He compofed two, one of wbicii 
Vvas played in 1680, but never printed. This 
piece-drew upon him for a long time very un* 
-jiift repioaches ; for he had merit enough to be 
Itniibjey thfet notwSthlhindin^ his exteravc ee- 
jiius, be ^as n6t ^ofleflcd of the talents of hb 
uncle Peter Corneille for tragedy. He wrote 
feverai detached pieces, in which there appeared 
a depth 6f' knowledge and ingenuity, tb^ 
plainly difcover a man fuperior to his own 
works. In his Dialogues of the Dead and in 
his vti'fes We may t'eniark-the fpirit of Voiture, 
but m*urh more cxtenfivc and philofbphicah 
h'w Plurality Of Worlds wrfs a performance fio^ 
'gular in f(s kind. Me had the art of making 
an agreeable book of the Oracles of Vandale. 
l^he delicate fubjeAs which are touched upon 
in tbat work fubjeAed him to fome underhand 
perfecutions, which however he had the good 
fortune to cct the better ^f, Hd perceived how 
'dangerous ic is to be in the right in thofe thing"; 
where men of power and intereft are in the 
wrong* H5 then applied himfelf to gcometn 
and na^urnl philofophy, in which he niccccdcd 
-with'dr much eafc as he .had done in tiie mote 
•plettfin^ arts. Being 'appointed- perpetual ft- 
ioreury to the academy of fciences, he excrcifcd 
^h4« employ for upwards of forty years with 
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rirerial approbation. In bis hiftory of that: 
acaikmy, be frequently throws a ftrong light 
lipon tbe moft obfcure memoirs. He was the 
mft vrho introduced that elegant manner of 
tceatiDg the Sciences. If he is in fome places 
tboflowery^ we ihould' confider them as rich 
hanrefts wherein flowers naturally grow up' 
with the <^orn. 

His hiftory of the Academy of Sciences 
would be as ufefiil as it is judicioully executed, 
if hb only tafk had been to give an account of 
truths brought to light ; but he was obliged to 
Atplain dinericnt opinions that contradicted 
each other, and which are for the moft pare 
deftroyed. 

The elogiums which he pronounced on the 
deceafed members of the Academy have the An- 
gular merit pf rendering the fciences refpec* 
table, and of eftabliihing the merit of the au- 
tfior. ' In vain have the abbe des Fontaines, 
and others of his ftamp> attempted to obfcure 
his reputation ; it is the property of great men 
to have contemptible enemies. Notwithftand- 
ing his having lately pubtiftied a few indifFerentr 
comedies, and an ApoJogy for the Vortices of 
Defcartes, we will readily pardon the faults in 
his dramatic pieces, on account of his great 
age ; and his Cartefian principles, in confide- 
I'ation of thofe antient opinions having hseti 
when he was young the general received ones 
of all Europe^ 

In a word, he is coniidered as the head of 
thofe who have the pleafmg art of throwing new 
liffhts and graces upon the abftra£l fciences. 
He has likewife great merit in every other fpe- 
cies which he has undertaken. I'hefe great 
L 5 . tt-' 
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alent9 were Aipported bv a knowledge of Ian>- 
guages and biftory^ and be was without cofi« 
tradidfon fuperior to all the learned men wha 
have not had the gift of invention^ 

Forbin f Claud, chevalier de«) He was ctieC> 
d'efcadre^ or comniodore in the French navy, 
and high-admiral to the king ofSiam. He has 
left fome curious memoirs^ which have beea di« 
gefted and publiflied^ by which a. judgment 
may be formed between him^ and Gue Troutm 
^^J^f f Anthony) was born in 1659* Man* 
lius is bis oeft dramatical piece He died ift 
1708. 

Braquier (Claud) was born at Paris in 1666^.. 
He was well verfed in literature^ and had % 
great fliare of tafte. He wrote only a few Latiii 
verfcs, and fome diflcrtations. He died in 1728.. 

FuretUre (Anthony) was born in- 1620. He 
was famous for hi» di^ionary and hb difputcs^ 
He died in 1688. 

Gapn (Francis) was born at Lyons in i667» 
Father Niceroa has given him a place in hisca-^ 
talogueof illaftrious men. thVhe was never fa«» 
Tiious for any thing but fome bad fatires. He 
had a great fhare in that collet^ion of grofs jokes^ 
cal 1 ed Brevet I de la calotte. Thefe i ndecen t pro* 
duftions took their rife from a certain fociety^ 
called the repiment of fools, and of the calotte* 
This is certainly no part of good tafte^ Theft 
works, and their authors, are held in the ytmoft 
contempt by all well-bred people, and are never 
quoted but to infpire an abhorrence of their ex- 
amples. He died in 1725* 

Galant (Anthony) was born in Picardy, m 
1646. He learned the Oriental languages at 
ConSaotinople^ and tranflated part of the Art* 

. biAOi 
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Kan tales, kaown by the tide of tiie iHiiKlred' 
j|n4.oiie ni^ts. He died in 1715* 

CaUois^ (Jokn^ abbot of) was born at Paris. 
in 1632. He was a man of tmiverfal learningy. 
J|9ii the firft wba worked at the Joarmil des /ca^ 
,tMW»- with the counfellor-clerk oallo, who fir(h 
Afmti the plan of that work.. He afterwards^ 
Jaught Colbert, the miniftibr of ftate, a little 
Jbaiin; who, notwithftaniinghts manyoccupa^ 
tioos, thought he had time enough to fpare for 
laafntng that language. He took the greateft 
^rt of hts^ leflbns in his coach,. in hisjournies 
ftx)m VerfaiHestoPiris. It is faid he did it with 
avfew of being made chancellor, which is not 
wilikelji It is. worthy of observation, that the 
two perfona^ who were the greateft patrons of 
teaming,, namely, I^ewis XIV. and Monfieur 
Solbert, "neither of them underftood Latin.^ He 
dUedin-1707. 

Gajffendi (Pfeter)' was horn in Provence, in 
v^ffi. He wA the reftorerofpart of the Epi- 
curean fyftem of natural philofophy. He per- 
Mived the neceffity of atoms, and of a vacuum ; 
and what be affirmed, Newton and others have 
fince demonft^ted.- He was not in fo great re* 
pfitatiOa as D^fcartes, becaufe he was more ra* 
ttmal, and no inventor of hypothefes : never- 
thelefi he was accufed of arheifm, as well na 
Delbartes.' Some imagined, th;it he who would, 
with » Epicurus, adoVtt a vacuirm; would, like 
Mm^^deny the exiftenee of a God. This is ih^ 
wsnr of reafoning of all detraflors and calumnia-^ 
torsr In Provence,. where there was no one- 
jealous of him, GaflTendi was called the holy 
Urieft. At Paris, the -voice of envy gave him 
tbe ekle of aiheift. It i& ttue ^hat he was a> 
> « - ' L- 6 fceptic. 
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fceptic'and that philofop^^ had taugbf bim<ftf ' 
doubt of every thing, but not of the exiAeiMW 
pf a fuprcQie oeing. He. died in 1656. 

Gedouin^ canon of the holy chapel at Parisl 1 
He was author of an excellent tranflation of ' 
Quintilian and Paufauias* He died in 1744« 
• LeGetidn (Lewia) was born at RouRHm - 
'1655. He has compofed a hifiory of Fraocei 
yo execute fuch a tafk well, requires tht pea 
and freedom of the prefident dcThou, ssdeveif 
then it would be difficult to rendtr the ficft agef ^ 
interefling. He died in 1733. » ' ' 

r Gencjl (Charles Claud.) He was boro in 
1635 : he was almoner to the dutchefs of Or* 
lein&, and both a.philofopber aadapoet: hb 
tragedy of Penelope is ftill played wiih fuccefs, 
and is the only one of his dramatic pieces thai 
ha^ k:cpt its ground on the ftage : his laboriout 
work ofDcfcartes's philofophy in verfe, or ra- 
ttier in rhime, is a greater pfoof of his patiesce 
than his genius. ^ and. he refembkd.Luci'etius la 
nothing but having verified a philpfophy erro* 
i^eous in almoft every pari of its fyfteno : he 
partook of ^ the bounty. of JLewis X1V» died in 

J7I9* 

. . X^'trard (abbe). His book of S^^onima is a 
very ufeful work, and Will laft as long as Ian* 
guage^ and even contcibute to pfeierye it* 

Godiau (Anthony). He W49 One of cbofe 
Who helped toeftabliOv the French Academy.t 
he was a poet) an orator^ and an biftorian* It 
is well known that for the. fake of a pun» andia 
reward fv>r his having rendered the Bemskati 
into verfe, cardinal Kichelieu gave him the 
biihopric of Grafle : his Ecclefiaftical Hiflor)^ 
jn proi'c is more valued thaai bis poem on \m 
' . ., Church 



Chiirdb: Calcodar :. he was greatly deceived io^ 
diifdung to equal the Fafti of Ovid ; neither 
his fubje& nor his genius being fuffictent for it. 
It is. a great miftake to think iubjeds of ChriC* 
^aaity.as fit fer poetry as thofe of Paganifm, 
whole mythplc^, as pleafing as it was falfey 
aaiinated all nature ; he died in 1672. 

Gvdefroi (Theodore) fon to Denis, or Di-» 
onyiists Godefroi, the Parilian : he was bom at 
GiotvsL in 1580 ^ he was a learned man, and 
hifloriographer of France in the reigns of Lewis 
XIII. and XIV, he applied himfelf particularly 
to titles and ceremonies: he died in 1649. 
. Godefroi (Dennis) bis .(on, was born at Paris 
in 1615 : he was hiftori<^2zapher of France as 
well as his father : he died in i68i. 

Gmibauld{}o\kn0^zv de). Though bo rn in 
the reign of Charles IX* he lived a long time 
after I^is XIV. came to the crown. There 
are Jbme ^ood epigrams of his, of which 
a kwt fbll continue to be repeated. He died 
in 1666.. 

GsmbirvlUe (Marin) was born ar Paris irr 
1600. He was one of the firft members of the 
academy. He wrote fome voluminous roman- 
ces before the reign of good tafte, and his repu^ 
tatioa died with him in. 1 674, 
. Gondii (John Francis) Caidinal de Retz, was 
born in 161 3. He lived like Cataline jn his 
youthi and Attlcus in bis old age. Several pai* 
fiiges in his memoirs are worthy Salluft; but 
the whole is not alike good. He died in 1679. 
. GauruilUj book valet de chambre to the duke 
of Rochefoucault, became his friend, and even 
that of the great Conde. H» was at the fame 
tioie .banged in effigieat Paris^ and appointed the 

king's 
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kmg's Rifoy m Germany*, and afterwarA 
propofei as fucceflbr to the great Cdbert 
in the mtniftry. We have memoirs of hii^HfiBb. 
written by brmfelf, in a natural and. unaSbAed 
ftile, wberein he fpeaks of his birth and furtunet 
with indifference. 

Li Grand (JoixAnm) was born in NomatHif 
h) 1653.. He {was a ptiptl of fiither )e Cotmoi 
He-is ont of the- moft profound biAoriao^.wt 
Iteve. He died in 1732. 

GrkcuTy Canon of Toors. His- ^oem.of 
Phrlotanirs had prodigious fuecefr. The chief 
merit of thefe kinds of pieces is generally in 
the choice of the fubjeA, and the malicfopf> 
nefs of the human heart : not hut that there are 
fome good' ifertn m fini poem. The begiii« 
nfng is cxtremeJy happy, but the end'ia not at 
a}} anfwerable. The devil does not fpeak near 
fo pleafamly as when heis firft introduced; Th* 
fttlc h low, tmiform, xeti,- of diategue, grare* 
ftigenirity, purrty, imagination-, or expreflion ; 
and in fhorr is only a fatirical hiftory of ^e buH 
Unigenhus in burieftiue verfe, of wbiob* (bmo 
lines arc extrenrrely diverting. 

Gw^nvf (Gabriel) was born at Paris in ^641* 
He. was known in his time by his Pamaflus re- 
formed, and his war of the authors. Hehadtaftei 
*ut Ws difcourfe ** Whether the entire of elo- 
quence is greater than that of love/' muft not ht 
taken as a proof of it. He compofeJ thejourml 
du Palais, \n conjunflion with HJondeau.. Thiip. 
journal is a coHeftion of arrets of the French* 
parliaments, which are frequently different de- 
crees m canfcs of the feme nature. Nothing is 
It ftronjcr proof h<J^v imtcft our pra<Slice of law 

ftanda 
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\ in need of bring preferred than that there 
i» a necefit^ of calleSing decides. He died in^ 

- 'Dto Gutt (James Jofeph) was born at Forcz, 
ia 1649. He was one of the beil writers the 
Janfenifts had in their party. * Ht&book on the 
ifducation' of a king was not compofed for the 
king of Sardinfa, as has been faid t k was iinifhed 
by aiKMfaer hand^ Du Guet has formed his ftile 
on. that of the bcft writers of PoH-Royal. He 
ibiiglit'Kke them have done great fervice to lite^ 
tsamrt. Three volumes upon five and twenty 
Chapters of liaiahy plainly (hew that he was na> 
nSggardof his time nor p?n. He died in i'733. 

'Oil Gue-Traw'n^ from a private adventurer. 
became lieutenant-general of the navah forces of 
Fl-ance. He was one of the greaceft men in his 
way. He has left us memoirs written in the- 
fllle of a foldier, and very proper to excite emu" 
ktion in his countrymen. . 

Du Haldf^ the Jefuit, without ftirring out of 
Fans, or having ever hen China, has, from 
the memoirs of his fraternity, given the heft- 
and moft ample defcription of the Chineic em-* 
fh-e that is in the world. He died in 1743. 

Oor iniatiable curiofity for knowing every 
minute particular relating- to the religion, 
laws, and manners of the ('hinefe, is not yef 
£itisfied L aburgom^fter of ^^:ddlebourg, named* 
Hudde, a man of great for une, guided wholly 
by his curiofity, took a voyage to China, in the 
year ijoo, where he laid out the greateft part* 
of his fortune in infonning himfelf 0/ every 
thing: He became fo perfect a proficient in, 
the Chincfe-Iangaagc, that he wa^ taken for a 
'^ ■"' natiw 
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oative of thai countty : luckily - for btm hi». 
face favoured die miftake. After feme time he 
found means to be raifed to the rank of a man^ 
darin, in which quality he travelled through alt , 
the provinces^ and at length returned to Europe, 
yf'it^ a-colle£Uon of forty years 'obfervation$« 
Unhappily^ the (hip they were on board wz^' 
cafl away, which was the greatefl Jo& that ever 
befel the repiiblic of letters* 

Du Hanul (Jchn Baptift} of Normandy , was 
born in 1624* He was fecretary to the aca- 
demy of iciences. He was a philofopher, zui 
at the fame time a divine. The improvemenu 
that have been made in philofophy fince his 
time, take away fome part of the merit of bis 
writings ; but his name ttill remains* He died, 
inj7c6. 

C»unl Hamilton^ (Anthony] He was born at 
Caen. He wrote feveral pretty pieces of poetryt 
and was the firfl who made romances in the 
comical tafle, which is widely different from 
the burlefque of Scarron. His memoirs of the 
count of Grammont, is of all productions of 
the kind that, wherein the diehtefl foundation 
fs fet off with the gayeft, moft lively, and moff 
agreeable ftiie. 

Hardouln (John) a Jcfuit, deeply learned in 
biftory^ but chimerical in his notions. *< Wc 
are not to enquire, fays Montagne, who knows 
the mofl, but who knows the befl.'* Hardouin 
carried bis extravagance fo far as to pretend 
. that the ^neis and the odes of Horace weic 
written by monks, in the thirteenth cen« 
tury. He will have it that -flEneas is Jefui 
Chrifty and Horace's miftrefs, Lalage, thechri- 
t ftiafl 
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ilian reHgion. ' The fame difcerriinenr which 
discovered to father Hardouin the Meffiah in 
^neas, made hirii likewife fee atheifts in the 
fathers ThomafBn, Quenel, Mallebranche, Ar- 
-nauld, Nicolle, and Pafca). His folly took 
a^ay all fting from his calumny : but as all 
tllofe who revive this charge gS atheifm againft 
fifen' of learning, are not known fool®, it may 
frequently prove dangerous. We have had 
inftances of feveral who haveabufed their of«- 
^iice, by ufing thefe arms, againft which there 
is no fhield, in order to work the ruin of per* 
fons of merit, with a weak prince* t 

Uicquet. He was a phyfician* .In the year 
1 7 1.2, be publifhed his rational fyftemof Trltu^ 
-i^iion, an ingenious theory, but does not ac»- 
•count for the manner, in which digeftion h 
made. Other phyficians have added, in their 
explanations, the gaftric juice and' the heat oF 
.the vifcera ; but no one nas been able to find 
^ut this fecret of nature, who conceals herieff 
m all her operations. 

< Hihetitts^ a famous phyfician, who has writ- 
ten excellently upon the animal oeconomy and 
fevers. He died in the year 1750. » 

Hinauty known by h is Sonnet oF the Avorton^ 
:and feveral other pieces ; and who wofuld have 
Acquired a great fhare of reputation, if the three 
iirft cantos of his tranflation of Lucretius that 
were loft, had appeared, and written like what 
•we have left of the begbning of that work. 
He died in 1682. 

' Rofterity muft not confound this writer with 

.^mother of the fame name, but of much fuperior 

merit, to whom we are indebted. for the ihorteft 

*• >-, \ and 
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ftiid beft bfftory of Prance; and perha^afbrthe 
or\\j method in which all great hiftories oupht 
to be written for the future. For fo great is the 
multipUcity of fa^^s and documents, that wt 
Inuft very foon be reduced to cxtrz&s and die- 
tbnarics.: But tt will be tery difficult to imt- 
tfttc the autboff of the chronological abridge 
*mentf who hat gone to the bottom of fo many 
things^ and feemed at the fame time only to 
touch upon them fiightly. 

HerbtUt (Bartholomew) was bom at Paris hi 
-1625. He was the tirft Frenchman who thch 
roughly underftood the oriental languages, anif 
biftory. He wu at firft tiken Iktte notice of 
in his own o^unitj. j^erdinand II. grand doke 
of Tuscany, received him with marks of d^- 
ttivoBdofiy and uught France ta know bis merit. 
Then be was recalled and encouraged by Cof'* 
bert, who ifas the patron of all snerit. BUt 
Bibliothemi&Orientaie is equally ctnriotia 9iA 
learned : he died jp 1^5. 

Hermant (Godfrey) was born at Beauvais in 
X617 : he was author of fome polemical works,. 
which periihed with the dilputes that gave them 
birth : he died in 2690. 

La Hirt (Philip) was bom at Paris in 1740:' 
be was fon to a good painter : he waa btmfelf 
a great mathematiciani and contribitted mucb 
to the famous French meridian : he died in 
1718. 

VHopiial (Francis marquis of) He wat bom 
in 1662 : he was the firft who wrote in France 
on the calculation of infinites found out by 9r 
Ifaac Newton. This was a prodigy et that 
time: be died in 1704* 
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.. D'Hofor (Pfter) wasi the ion of an adi^ocate^ 
^md born at Marfeltles in 1592 : he was the 
£rfl who cleared up the account of genealogies^ 
wd reduced them to a fcicnce. Lewis XIK. made 
hsfB gentleman In waiting, mafter of his boufo 
hold, and gentleman in oxdinarjr of his cham* 
ber. ^ Lewis X1V> gave him a patent of coun^ 
ftUof of uate. Several truly great men have 
lieeh much lefs rewarded. Their labours were 
jiot fo neceiTary to human vanity : he iizi, 
in *66o/ 

,. Des HoulUres. (Antonietta de la Garde) -Of 
all the f rench ladies who have applied them* 
{^|ves to poetry, no one has fucceeded fo well 
as. thisj for her verfes ftill continue to be re- 
futed by every one : fl>e died in 1694* 

, i&f^/ (Peter Daniel) was born at Caen in 
j(J&g^: ,he was. a man of univerfal learning, 
ak^d^reta;ned the fame, ardour for ftudy till the 
a^fi pr ninety-one:, he was Invited to Stock- 
bofm by queen Chriflina, and was aftt^rwardi 
Qoe of tho/e illuftrious perfonages who affiled 
in. tM education of the dauphin^ than whom no 
prince had ever fo great inafters. Huet turned 
prieft when he was forty years of age, and had 
th^ bidopric of Avranche given him, which he 
aftervvaros ^eHgned, that he might be more at 
leifure to purfue his ftudies in retirement. Of 
ail hisprodudlons, " The Commerce and Na- 
vigation of the Ancients, and the Origin of Ro- 
n^ances,*^ are the moft read. His treatife on the 
weakness of the human underftanding made 
a-jgreat noife, and feemed to contradi£t his. 
*^)Elv.angeUcal Demonflrations :" be died in 
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ytf^f/^/(?/(I(aac) was' born in Qiampagd^in 
1647: he was a Calvinift, and paftoi- at ^"' 
Hague, and at Berlin. He has written 
pieces on religion: he died in 1708. ' 

. Jolt [Gm) counfellor at the Chatetef , M^ 
crctary to cardinal de Retz : he kas left fl^W 
memoirs, which are in comparifcn with^ySfiF 
written by the cardinal, what the fervank ^^"^ 
the mafter : but there are fome curious jwrfi 
culars. '-* ;7 **' 

% Joievency^ (Jofeph) a Jefuit, was born at r^ 
In 1643^ Ttixs is another of thofe who*)lalve 
had the obfcure merit of writing in Lattri^tf 
.well as can be done in our time. His 'Bbft 
de ratione difcendi £ff docendi^ though very UftW 
known, is one of the beft that lias been 'wnt- 
ten on the fubjeft fmce that of Quinttlt^. ^IS' 
the year 17 10, be publiflied Jit Rom^ a pXrtflF 
the biftory of his order» in wfiich hfe writ<^-Wft^ 
a Jefuit and one who had Been atftonieJ* TM^" - 
parliament of Paris, who think very diffet^iitlf 
from Rome and the Jefuits, condemned Alt 
book, in which is a defence of father Guig^ 
nard, who had been condemned to b^ ^^^ 
by this very parlian^ent for an >flaffinatf6ft» 
committed on the perlon of "Henry IV. by Ws 
fcholar Chatcl. It is very irue that G^igimll 
was in no wife an accomplice in this murtl^r, 
and that he met with hard ufage from the par- 
liament ; but it is equally true that this leVerf^ 
was neceffary in thofe unhappy tim'es, wherj^a 
part of Europe, blinded by tne moft horfiUfc 
fanaticifm, thought it an adof religioh to mtt^ 
cler the beft of kings and the bfeft' of men. He 
died in 1716. •* » • 

- Di 



WRITERS. 2if 

y^;^9MIflt (WUliam) was born at Paris in 
yS%T l^e^efonned geography^ which had for 
9^)w% time flood in need of improvement : hc^ 
changed the whole pofition of our hemifphere as 
ti^-^flji^tilde^: k^ laiigbtgeiraietry to Lewis XV, 
^^^> has proved one; of his beft pupiJs : that 
i^gvuu;^ luiving c^oopfioled, after the death of his 
mafter, a Treatife on the. Couife of Rivers. 
WiUiaro deJL'Ifle was the firft who had the title 
of chief ^geographer to the king. He died in 

,l^hbe^ (Philip) was borri at Bourgcs in 1607 : 
h^%va$.a Jefuit : he has done great fervices to^ 
hjflc^ry ; - be has left fevetity-three pieces of his 
i^iitiog* He died in 1667. 

,JLeLiib<mriur (John) was born at Montmo- 
leifcy in 1623 : he was gentleman in waiting 
ta; Lewis. Xi V. and afterwards ahnoner : his 
ai^count of the voyage to Poland, which he made 
iM^the marfllallefs do Guehriant, the only wo^. 
man that ever had the title, and«exe^uted the 
fundioas of an ambaf&drefs plenipotentiary, is 
very curious. The hiftprical remarks with whlcl^ 
he has enriched the Memoirs of Caftelnau have 
thpwn a great light upon.i,he. hiftory of- France. 
The wretched poem called Charlemagne, was 
09f^written by him, but by his brother. He died* 
iii^,i675, 

"£^n/, or Laifuz (Alexander) w^s born in 
R^ault in 1650 : he was an extraordinary; 
poeta and fome little pieces of his, very happily, 
wricceo, have been collected, A certain perfon, 
who was at gtjeat pains and expence to have a 
Mount Parn^s made in bronze, and covered 
with figures in relievo, of all the poets and mu- 
fiqians that came into bis head, has placed Laine 
♦ ' * in 
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in the rank of the moft ilfuftrious. The onJy 
truly delicate verfca of Ws that we havt, ire 
thore written on madame de Martel. 



Zf fittdre ApilU VH jwr dan$ ii$j$ukfi\^ 

^^Athines fur fa hrds confaermi i N4ftm§$% 
Vft 9» fortir de Cmdi klatir>€tni b$mM$^ ♦ 

Et pfenani un tr&it di^chQemw^ 
Jl fit di fa y^m li pH^trMlH immirisL 
HHoi! $*il avaii vA Padir^k Maml^ 

II n*tn aurait mployi qu^um. 

To Neptune when die I&hinMii gimea of yonet 
Were folemniz^d on the Athenian iboffe» . 
An hundred nymphs in blooming youth 9ftWf*i% 
Uprifmg from the waA^.e« their charms difplay'd. 
From each a fiiinine feature fam'd Apcllea cbofey 
And an immortal Venua from hia pencil mfe : 
But had Martel once met bia raviQi*d ^e» 
Her heav'nly form alone would aH thofe ctuama 
iiipply. 

It may not be known perhapa that thefe lines are 
a uanflation of this beautiful paflage in Auofie^ 

N$n avea da torn akra^ tfc. * 
He died in 1710. 

Zuffttiirt 



. • We (hall give the whole ftanea, for the cmttvunm^m 
•of the reader. Ario(U>| fpeaking of Olympia^ whom Or* 
lando delivered from the fea-monfter, fayty 

if fi fiji ttftet Jtdta a Cr$me^ 

SuamU Zettji nmapnt'ftr 'vdfit 
}g pr dtiea mti $tmph M Giumue^ 
E im^4 hiiU •mdt infiimi staifu 
R cii per ittta farm in ftrftKvn*^ 
' Da tti ima fartt^ t U <bi uiCgtirS t$ffn 

Km 
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^(fi^fmiiM (Anne Tberefa dd Mari^^onat do* 
C|9urc^Ile9, inard;iionc& of ) ,wss borp jn 1647,) 
suid was a lady of great wit ajKl undeci^anding. 
Sbe has left (omt ufefvl pieces of isoralit/» 
wrMMMi in ao agreeable ftUe. Her treatife on 
FrMMMhip (bev9 tier deferving of having friends. 
The nmnbtr of ladies who have beee (hiQing 
arnamefiis to this glorious age, is one of tl e 
greateft pmofs ef tbe progrefs of huoiao ua* 
4crft«ndingc 

JLa dortne fon vtnutt in eccelUnza^ 

jpi dafiurC arte ove hanno foflo cttra* Arioft* 

The ladies then to excellence attain'd, 
«rn ev*ry curious art they chofe to learn* 
He died at Paris in 1703. 

Lami (Barnard) was born at Monsin 1640 ; 
lie belonged to the oratory : he was learned in 
moie than one fcience ; he compofed his £]e* 
xnents of the Mathematics in a journey that ho * 
made on foot from Grenoble to Paris. He 
died in I7i5« 

JLantiloi (Claud). He was bom at Paris in 
16x5 : he bad a hand in feveral very ufeful pro- 

JVtfff tfvM da ttrre altra, cte coftet^ 
Che tutte It UlUxxe erano in Ui* 

And had Olympia to Grotona ftray*d^ 
When Zeuxift ftrA imagirt'd his dtfign, 
That piece in Juno's fane to be difplay*^' 
And many nakvd beauties did combine ; , 
That in perfeAion it mlfht be arrayM, 
From each to cull fome Hneamcnt divine | 
He would have fix'd hit eyes on her alonei 
Sqi^ ev*ry Gbarmin her united fhone. 

Orlando furi9U Cant, xL 

iuAkMiS 
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du£tions of the reclafes of Port-royal, for Ac 
education of youth. He died in 1695. 

De Larrey (Ifaflc) was born in Normandy in 
1638 : his Hiftory of England was much ef- 
teemed before that of Rapin made its appear- 
ance ; but his Hidory of Lewis XIV. had never 
any reputation. He died at Berlin in 1719* 
•' Launai (Francis) was born at Angers tn 1612 : 
he was a civilian, and a man of letters : hevas 
the firfl: who taught the French law athris. 
He died in 1693. 

Launoy (John) was born in Normandy in 
1603 : he was a doftor in theology : he wai 
a laborious fcholar, and an intrepid critic : he 
dete£ied a great many errors in religion, ptrti< 
cularly that relating to faints, whofc exiilencc 
he denied. It is well known that the curate or 
St. Euftachius faid, he always paid htm the 

freateft refpefl:, for fear he mould take hk St. 
luftachius from him. He died in 1678. 
Lauriere (Eufebius) was born at Paris in 165G * 
h& was a lawyer, and ho one better underfiood 
jurifprudetice and the origin of laws : be was 
the perfon who formed the colledion of ordnan- 
ces, an immenfe work which did great honour 
fo the reign of Lewis. XIV. and is a monu- 
ment of the mutability of all human things. A 
colledion of ordnances is only a hiftory of varia- 
tions. He died in 1728. 

Le Qerc (John) was born at Geneva in 1657 ; 
but his family was originally of Beauvais: he 
was not the only learned man of his family, but 
he was the moil learned : his Bibliotbiqtu Vnt- 
verfilU^ in which he has imitated Bayle't Repub- 
lic of Letters, is his beft performance : his 
greajleft ^nerit' is, that he came near to Bayle, 

wbooi 
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^bom he bad fq frequently attacked : he wrote 
a great deal more than that great man ; but 
lie was not like him acquainted with the art of 
1 pleafing and faiftrudling at the fame time, which 
k io much faperior to all fcience. He died at 
Amfierdam in 1736. 

Lvmry (Nicholas) was born at Rouen in 1645 : 
be was the firft rational chemift, and the ^rft 
who publifhed a General Pharmacopoeia. He 
died in 1715. 

Lenfant (James) was born at Beauffe in 1661 : 
\vt was a Calvinift paftor at Berlin : he was more 
iaftrumental than any one in carrying the energy 
and beauties of the French tongue to the moft 
diftant parts of Germany : his Hiftory of the 
-Council of -Conftance, judicioufly rcvifed and 
elegantly written, will be a proof to lateft pof- 
"lerity how much good and evil may arife from 
thefe great ailemblics, and that good laws may 
be produced even from the midft of paffions, 
felf-intereft, and cruelty itfclf. He died in 

1692. 

Dts Lions (John) was born at Pontoife in 
1615 : he was a doftor of the Sorbonne, a' man 
fingular in his way, and author of feveral pole- 
mical pieces : he attempted to prove that the 
rejoicings on the fcaft of the Epiphany or Twelfth 

Day were profane, and that the world was fooa 

to be at an end. He died in 1700. 

Le Long (James) was born at Paris in 1655 : 

he was of the Oratory. His Bibliotheque Hijio* 

r\qut de la France is a very learned work, and 

of great utility, though it has fome faults. He 

died in 1721. 

Longepierre (Hilary-Barnard, baron of). He 

was born in Burgundy in 1658 : he was mafter 
Vol. IX, M of 
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of all the beauties of the. Greek langoagc; a 
very rare degree of merit in his time. We have 
fome tranflations by him in vcrfe of Anaacon, 
Sapphoi Bion^ and Mofchus : his tragedy of 
Medea, though unequally written, and too Ml 
of declamations, is far fuperior to that of Peter 
CorneiUe : but CorneilIe*s Medea was written 
1?efore he was at the height of his reputation. 
Longepierre compofed feveral other tragedies 
upon the model' of the Greek poets, whom he 
has happily imitated in not blending love with fub* 
jefls of terror and cruelty ; but at the fame time 
he has copied them in the tedioufnels of their 
common places, and in the barrennefe of a^ioa 
and intrigue, and not equalled them in beauty 
of elocution, which conftitutes the greateft me- 
rit of a poet. Though he wrote feveral other 
tragedies in the Greek tafte, he gave only Me- 
dea and Eledra to the ftage^ He died in 1727. 

De Longuerue (Lewis du Four) was born at 
Chatleviile in 1652 : he was abbot of Jard. Be- 
fides knowing all the learned languages, he was 
.m after of all thofe fpoken in Europe. A few 
ye^rs labour and application may be fufficient to 
attain a middling knowledge of feveral lan- 
guages ; but it is the labour of a whole life to 
ipeak one's own with purity and eloquence : he 
underQood univerfal hiftory ; and it is faid, that 
Jie compofed the Hvftorical and Geographical 
Defcription of antient and modern France. He 
died about the year 1724. 

Longucval (James) a Jefuit, was born in 1681 : 
he compofed eight volumes of the Hiftoryof the 
Gallicau Church, which was afterwards conti- 
nued by father Fonienay. He died in 1735. 

Dc 
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T)eh L^uhere (Simon) was born atTouIoufe 
in 1642, and feot envoy to Siam in 1677: be . 
bas left us memoirs of tbat country, wbtcfa are 
much better than his fonnets and odes. He died 
in 1729. 

Mabillon (* John J was .born in Chankpagne jn 
' 1632 : he was a Benedictine. : be had the of- 
fice of (hewing the treafury pf St.Denis^ whick 
he dcfircd to rcfign, gtving for bis reafon, " tbat 
be did not chufe to mix fables with truth." Re 
made fevcral very learned refearches, and ma 
employed by Colbert in enquiring into antient 
^ titles. He died in 1707. 

Maignafi {'Emanuel j wa^ born at Toviio^k in 
x6oi : he w^ a Minime friar, and one of tna(e 
who have learnt the mathematics without a m^- 
ter : he was a mathematical profel^or at Rome, 
where this profefibribip has ever fince bis time 
contrnued with the French Minims. He died 
at Touloufe in 1677. 

MailUt. He was conful at Grand CairD : 
there are fome inltru<9ive letters of his, relating 
to Egypt, and fome MS. pieces of bold' philo* 
Ibphy. 

Maimb9urg (Lewis) a Jefuit, was bom in 
x6io« There are fome of his^hidories fiill read 
with pleafure : he was too much cry*d up at firft, 
and too much negleded a( laft. It is very re- 
markable that he was obliged to quit the prder 
for having wrote in favour of the clergy .of 
France. He died at St. VxQox in 1686. 

Mainard (Francis) prcfident of Aarillac, was 
born at Touloufe in 1634. He may be reckoned 
in the number of thofe who ufliercd in the age 
of Leww XIV.. There arc feveral pieces of poc- 
tff of his remaining, all written with great e afe 
M % and 
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and purity : he is one of thofe authors whp hat 
made the greaceft complaints of the ill fortune at^ 
tending talents, not knowing that the fucccis of 
a good work is of itfelf a fufficient recompence 

* to an artift ; that if princes and minifiers make 
a merit of rewarding this kind of defert, there 

* is fl-ill grearermerit in' waiting for their favours 
with6at aflcing;' and that if a good writer is 

' ambitious of ah elevated fdrtune, he ought .to 
^ be the architeft of it himfelf. 

Nothing is more commonly known' than ha 

* teautiful fonnet addreffed to cardinal de Riche- 
' lieu, and that minifter*s harfli reply, the cruel 

jnpnofyllable rien (nothing). The prefidcnt 
^'Miinard,' after he retired to AuriRac, made the 

* following lines, which deferve to be as wel) 

* iifiown as his fonnet. 

Par voire humeur h monii eft gouvernip . , 
Vos vokntes font U caltne U forage^ 
. . y9Ui vous riez 4e me voir confine 

Loin de la Cour dans mm petit menage * 
Afaisj rCeft'Ce rien que d'etre tout a foi^ 
De tC avoir point le fardedu d^un Emphu^ 
ly avoir dompte la crainte W tefperance? 
Ah ! ft le CieU y w me trait e ft bien^ 
jtvait piti£ de vous ^ de la Prance^ 
Votre honheur ferait egal au mien* 

To your caprice the willing world^s refig^'d ; ~ 
Both ilorm and calm your will and pleafiKe wak; 

You laugh to fee me in a farm confin'd. 
And think me wretched in my humble fate. 
'Tis fomething iHU my freedom to enjoy; 
Nor groan beneath the wright ctf ao employ i 
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Q*er fear and hope a conqueft to obtain. 
JHou'd hcav'n, whofe rays on me pi-opitious fhine, 
' \ ,To you and France fliew mercy once again* 
Toiirhappinefs would one day equal mine. 

ATtcr the death of the cardinal he fays in an- 
other piece, that the tyrant is dead, and yet he is 
not more happy. Had the cardinal been his bene- 
factor, that miniftqr would have been a God 
with him ; but becaufe he gave* him nothing he 
was a. tyrant. This is too much like thofe beg- 
gars who accoft pafTengers with a ^^ God ble& 
"yi)ur honour," and load them with curfes after- 
wards if they get no alms from them. Main- 
»rd's verfes were very beautiful ; but it would 
have redounded more to his crediti had he lived. 
without afking or murmuring. The epitaph 
which be made for himfelf is in every one'^s. 

SDOUtfa. 

Las £ptjpirir l^ de me pbtndn^ 
D$s Mttfet^ des Grands ^du fifty • 
Ceft id qui j' attends la nwrtj 
Sam la difinr m la craindre. 

TirM of complaints, of hope, and faith. 
By fortune, friends, and Mufe forfaken^ 

I wait unmov'd th' approach of death. 
Nor wifii, nor fear to be miftaken. 

The two lafl lines are a tranllation of the old 
Lanirt one, 

Sumnium nee metuas diem nee optes, 

Moft beautiful moral verfes are but tranflations*- 

ft is very common not to wifli for death, very 

nxe not to fear it > and it would have beeiv verf* 

M 3 great 
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greftt not to« have even thought that there were* 
iuch things as great men in the world. 

Alaint^pn (Frances d'Aubigne^ Scarron, mar<'> 
chidnefs of }. She is an author as well as id4«< 
dame de Sevign^, becaufe her Letters have beea^ 
printed afrer her death. Both of thcfe Udie$ wri»tc« 
wirb a great deal of fpirit, but of a very differeat. 
kind. The Letters of madame de Scvigne arc 
di(3aced by the heart and the imagination, aoucl: 
are more /prigluly and free. ThoTe of madame de. 
Maimenon, more conflrained, and Teem as if flue, 
had forefeen th«j would one day be made public. 
Madame de Sevignei in writing to herdaughter^ 
wrote only for that daughter. There are fevc- 
r^l anecdotes to be found in both thefe coHec- 
tions. We may perceive in thofc of madame dq 
Maintcnon, that (he. was married to Lewis XIV, 
tiiat (he had conftderable influence in date aC- 
fairs, but that (he did not direA them \ that (he 
did not haften the revocation of the edkS of 
Nantes, and ita confequences, neither did fbe 
oppofe it I ttut fl)e Tided with the Moliorfls at 
firft) becaufe Lewia XIV. did f<»» and that at 
length (he becan)e ferbiifljr attached to that par* 
ty s that Lewis XIV. in the latter part of his 
life, ufed to carry relicks about him; wiih feve- 
ral other private anecdotes. But the little knov^^ 
ledge that may be gained from (his colle^lion, 
is too dearly bought by the number of ufeleb let-* 
tars it contains J a fault which is common to 
aU'colIeflions of this kind. If nothing was (^ 
be printed hut what is ufeful, there would not 
be by an hundredth part fo many bad booka. 

She died at Sc.Cyr in'1719. 

« Malekrmcbf (Nicholas) of the OraUMy, wai 
boil) ail^^i^ IP 1638. He was pj|« <>r cfae de^ 

eft 
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e(f meditators that ever wrote. As he abounded " 
with that forcible imagination which makes more 
difeiples than truth, he had his likewife in his 
time : there were thofc that went by the name 
d^ Afalehranchiam, He has admirably (hewn the 
c^or? of the fenfes and imagination ; but when 
he attempted to dive into the nature of the fdulf 
Wfe was loft in the abyfs, as others had been be- 
f(6¥e.htm. He was, like Defcartes, a great ^nan 

^i^ by whom very little was to be learnt. He died 

' 1111715. 

' MaiezTftix (Nicholas) was born at Paris in 
rh^O, The duke of Burgundy's Elements of 
Geometry are the leflbns that he gave to that 
prince: He raifed himfelf a great reputation by 
Ms cotifummate knowledge in literature, and the 
dirtchefs of Maine made his fortune. He died 
in 1 7^7! 

MivlleviHe (Claud de) one of the firft mem* 
btrs of the Academy. The fingle fonnet of the 
Belle l^atineufey made a famous man of him; 
^lereas fuch a piece would be hardly thought 
utorth fpeaking of now a -days. But goo J pro- 
dUflions in any kind were as rare then as ihey 
are firtce become common. He died in 1621.7. 

Ue Marca (Peter) was born in 1 594. Being 
left a widowei- with feveral children, he entered 
into the church, and was nominated to the arch- 
bifliopric of Paris. His book entitled La Con^ 
eorJe de f Empire & du Saardjce^ is much efteemcd. 
He died in 1662. 
♦ De Afarel/es (Michael) was born at Touraine 
, in 1600, and was fon to the celebrated Claud 
de Marolles, captain of the guard of a hundred 
Swifs, fo well known for having engaged in fin- 
gle combat with Marivaux, at the head of the 
M 4 army 
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army .of Henry IV. Michael, who was abbot «(f'« 
Viileloiii) was author of fixty^nine works, of • 
which feveral were tranflatioM, and very ttibfiilv 
in their time. He died in i68i* 

La Marrt (Nicholas) was born in Paris in 
1641. He was cooiaiiflary of the cbatelet : he; 
was author of a piece fuitable to his profeffion^ 
The Hillory of the Police, which is of aife oniy ; 
to the people of Paris, and is better to oonfult 
than to read. As a reward, he had a pcnfioA<v 
afligned him out of the profits of the fiage^ 
which he never received. They might as well 
have ailigned the comedians a peniion out of -the. 
wag€s of the city watch. 

bu Marfan, No one better underftood the 
metaphyfical part of grammar than himfelf, nor 
made more profound refearches into the pria» 
ciples of languages. His book oi Tropes ia tn-: 
fenfibly become neceiTary, and the whole of what- 
he has written concerning grammar deferves to 
be iiudied. He was one of tboie obfcute pbilo« 
fophcrs with whom Paris abounds, who judge 
cooiy and jufily of every thing, living peaceably 
among themfelves, and Iceep up a rational com- 
merce with each other* unknown to the great, 
and dreaded by the quacks of all kinds, who feek 
to lord it over weak minds. The number of 
thefe wife men is a confequence of the fpirit of 
the age. He ditd in ITSS*' 

MarfoUUr (James) was born at Paris in 1657. 
He was one of the regular canons of St* Gene* 
vieve, and is known by feveral hiftorical writings, . 
which are well executed. He died in 1724. 

Martignac (Stephen) was bom in 1628, He 
was the Hrd who made a fuffcrable profe tran- 
flaiion of Virgil, Horace, &c. I qucftioo much 

whether 
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nvhether Aejr can ever te happily rendered in 
vede; for it is not enough to have their genittt^ 
tHe difference of the langnages is an infurmount- 
able obftacle. He died in 1698. 

Mafatrm (Julius) of Marfeilles, was bom in 
x6%/^ HewasbifliopofTuiles, and afterwards 
of Agen. His Funeral Orations difputed the 
pnze with thofe of BoiTuet at firft; but now they 
ferre onlvta fhewhow great a man the latter 
was. Mafcaron died in 1703. 

Majplhn was born in Provence in 1663. He 
belonged to the Oratory, and was bifhop of Cler- 
mont. Na preacher had a better acquaintance 
with the world : he was more flowery and pleaf- 
ing than Bourdaloue ; his eloquence was that 
of the courtier, the academic, and the man of 
wit; and^what is more, he was a philofopher, 
moderate in his opinion, and a fViend to tolera*' 
tiao* He died in 1742. 

Maucrdix (Francis) was born at Noyen in 
1619. He was an hiftorian^ a- poet, and a man 
of letters. 

Mmage (Giles), of Angers, was bom in i6«. 
He has given an example, that it is much eafier 
to write Italian verfes than French : his Italian 
poetry i^ efteem^d even in Italy itfdf, and our - 
language is greatly indebted to his curious re- 
feafches : he was an adept in more than one fpc- 
cics of learning. He died in 1692. 

Menetrier (Claud- Francis) was born in i63r- ; 
He has done great fervice to the art of heraldry, 
emblems, and devices : he died in 1705: 

Meri (John) was born at Berry in 1645. He 

wafc one of the moft emmcnt illuftrators of fur- ' 

gcry, and has left fevdral vrfry ufcful obferva- • 

tfwis. Hedicd Jn I72ri. • * / • ' * 

• • • M 5. Mezerd 
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.Mtzirai (Francis) was boro at Ar^tSHi in 
Normandy in 1610. His hiftory of France ji 
very well known ; his otber writings nol fo 
much. He loft his penfions for fiiyiog what h^ 
thought was truth* In other refp^SU^ hcWfia 
rather bold than exa£t, acid his fiile is unequaL 
He died in 1683. . t . . 

. A^rmurei (the marquis of); He- was favourite 
to monfeigneur the Dauphin, fon to Lewis XIV« 
There are fome little detached pieces of poetry 
of his, not at all inferior to thofe of Racine and 
Mainard : but as they appeared at a tioie whoa 
good writing was very fcafce, and the marquis 
d^Minieures lived in an age when that art was 
brought to its perfection, they, gained great re* 
putation, and the marquis was hardly known : 
his Ode to Venus, imitated from Horace, is not 
unworthy of the original. 
, Le Imim (Peter), a Tefuit. He was born ia 
160a ; his Divuicn aijes made him ridiculous ; 
but he might have gained a great name by bis 
Louifiade. He had a prodigious fund of imagi* 
natioa : how comes it then he did not fucceed ? 
Becaufe he had neither tafte, nor a knowledge of 
the genius of his language, and wanted a rigid 
friend. He died in 1 671. 

Mtlitre (John-Baptifie) was born 9t Paris in 
1.620 He was the beft comic poet that any na* 
tion ever produced. This article led me to read 
over the comic poets of antiquity ; and it nauft 
,. be conferred, that if we compare the art and re* 
gularity of our liage with the loofe and unocm- 
neAed fcenes of the ancients, their weak in- 
trigues, and the indelicate cuftom of making 
their aC^ors. relate, in long, infipid, and improba- 
bit foliloquiet, either what tbej had dme, or 

what 
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Wbil th^y were going to do ; it muft be con- 
fUied, I ny, that Molierc drew comedy from irs 
d)ab», as Cometile did tragedy ; and that the 
Wehdt are ruperior, in this refpeA, to any natioa 
under the fun. Moiiere, again, had another 
lind of - merit 10 what either Cornetile, Racine^ 
Boileau, or la Fontaine poflefled : he was a phi<* 
'fefbpher^ and fuch' both in theory and pradtce ; 
at)d yet to this philoibpher was it that Harlai^ 
anrchbifhop ofParis, fo def|>ifed on account of his 
'•morals, denied the empty honour of fepulture ; 
'iknd the king himfelf was obliged to intercede 
with that prelate to permit Moiiere to be private- 
iyinterred in the church-yard of the little chapel 
of St. Jofeph, in the fuburbs of Montmartre. 
He died in 1673. 

• The abbe Adongaut, The bcft tranflation of 
Cicero's letters that we have is by bim : it is 
enriched with judicious and ufeful notes. He 
• had been preceptor to the fon of the duke of Of • 
lean$, regertt of the kingdom. 
' La Monnoye (Bernard) was born at Dijon in 
1641. He was an excellent liceratift : he was 
the firft who won the prize of poetry in the 
French academy, by his poem du Duel aholi, 
which is, very few excepted, one of the bcft poeti- 
'caj perft)rmances that has been produced inPrance. 
JHcdied in 17J2. 

Monitfquitu (Charles), preficlent of the parlia- 
'. ment ot Bourdeaux. He v/as born in 1689. At 
twenty-three years of age he publifhcd his Per- 
sian Letters, a comic work, abounding with 
ftrokes that fticw an undci {landing more lolid 
than his book. This work, ib an imitation of 
the Siamefe of Du Freny and the Turkifh Spy ; 
but fucb^an imitaition as ihev/s how the originals 
M 6 ought 
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ought to have been written. Thefe kind of per- 
formances feldooi fucceed but by the help of a 
foreign air ; and a fatire upon our own nation if. 
better received from the pen of an Afiatic i^n. 
from that of a countryman, as what iscouunoit. 
of icfclf, becomes by this means fmgular. The 
genius which reigns in the Perfian Letters opeaed 
the doors of the French academy to the prc£dent 
Montefquieu, though that academy bad itfetf 
been ill- treated in his book ; but at the fame tioie^ 
the freedom with which he fpeaks of the govern^ 
menr, and of abufes in religion, incuried tkc\ 
dil^lcafure of cardinal Fleury, who ordered 4beea • 
to be (hut againft him aga'ui* He fell upoaao 
artful method of making that minifter his frieiKi i 
in a few days time he caufed a new edition of his 
book to be printed o(F, in which he retrenched 
or {bfccncd every thing that could appear excep** 
tionablc (o him, either as a cardinal, or a mintilcr 
of ilate. Monfieur de Montefquieu then waited 
upon his eminence in perfon with his book, who, 
though not much accuftomed to read, perufed 
fomc part of it. This air of confidence, fup«* 
ported by the good offices of fome perfona of ere* 
ditf won over the cardinal, and Montefquieu waa 
admitted into the academy. 

After this he publilhed his treatife on the 
Greatnefs and Fall of the Roman People ; n 
worn-out fubje<Sl, but which he made new by 
\try ingenious rcfleflions, and lively defcriptions ; 
fo that it is a political hiftory of the Roman em- 
pire. At length his Spirit of Laws made its ap- 
pearance i a work in which there appears much 
more genius than either in Puffendorf or Gro* 
lius. We cannot read thefe authors withmU 
4oing ourfclves fome kind of Violence i but W€ 

rend 
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fcad the Spirit of Laws aa much for aoitirement 
88 inflbrodion. Thia book is wrote with as-much 
freedom as the Perfiaa Letters ; and this freedom 
did not a little contribute to its fucceft, by draw* ■ 
ing upon him enemiest who inaeafed his repu* 
tacion by the hatred thejr brought upon then^ 
ieloesi. Thefe were afet of men, who, delight* 
ing in the oUcure fadions of ecclefiaftical con-* 
troverfy, hold their own opinions as iacred, and 
thofe who defpife them as impious and facrile* 
noos* They wrote with great acrimony againft 
Momelquietty and prevailed on the Sorbonne ta 
examine his book} but the infamy and contempt 
with which his perfecufors were loaded, prevented 
diac college from proceeding any farther* The 
principal merit of the Spirit of Laws is that love 
for the laws that i:eigos throughout the whole 
work, which love is founded on that for mankind* 
What is moft extraordinary is, that the enco* 
miums he eives to the Engliih government is 
what pleafed moft in France. The fmart and 
flinging irony againft the Inquifition, which i» 
found in this work, charmed all the world, ex- 
cept the Inquifitors: his reflexions, which are 
almoft always profound, he iiipports by examples 
drawn from the hiftory of ail nations. It is true,, 
that he has been reproached with taking his ex^ 
amples too frequently from inconfiderable favage 
nations, in a manner unknown, and upon the 
accounts of travellers, whofe fidelity there is too 
much reafon to fu(pe^. He is not always very 
exaA Jn his quotations : for inftance, he makoi 
the author of the Political Teftament, afaibed 
to cardinal Richelieu, fay, << That if there fiiould 
be Ibund among the people an honeft man un«' 
fortomtC) that man mift not be employed }'^, 

whereas 
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i*htn!M Ibt i^oMi^ftt Teilamenr, in the ptM# 
(^eft), ottly fays, th«t it h beft to femploy men 
df fortune anct^^ucatidn, afs the leaft liaWe f<^ 
be corrupted. The contimial wiifit of meth^ 
throughout this work, the fingular affedatrdh df 
putr^g M thott than two or three lines in a 
cHdpf^r^ and that frequentlj^, and thofelines' no-^ 
thing but a piece of ple^anrry, has difguftc^ 
ihany readers, who complain of R>eeting feme-' 
times wifh fall ics of wit vAere they exp«^ed ar- 
gument*. This author is likewife reproadw^il 
with having advanced too niany doubtful Meat 
for certain ones ; but if he does not a!^^y^ 4rf^ 
t^r\i£thU reader, he always ftts hhn a thinking'^ 
dnd that is ho fmaH degree of merit. His tivelf 
and ingenfdus manner of expreffion, m wWcff 
We tface the imagination of his countryntaw 
Montaigne, has, above all, contributed to thd 
great YeputatiaA of the Spirit of La#s : Ae- ftmeJ 
Siingfaid by a man of equal' or evert fupeflo# 
learning to him, would not have been read. If? 
fiiort, there 19 not any wo^k in which there H 
more wit, and a greater number of learned kfeaa 
and bold things $ or where a reader can find mof« 
opportunities for inftrufiion, whether he approves 
or condemns his opinions. We may, wichjti(^ 
tice, rank this in the number of original wofM 
that were an ornament to the age of Lewis XIV. 
and which have no model in antiquity. He dic4 
in I755» lilte a philofophcr, as he had lived. 

Monlfaucert (Bernard) was born in 1055. ^ 
Was a Benedictine, and one of the moft leametf 
antiquarians in Europe. He died id I74r. 

Montpenjter ( A nna- Marta-Louifa of Orleans), 
kfiown by the name of Mademoifelle. She wis 
daughter toGafton duke-of Ofleana^ and wat 
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bHikiratPmft ia ,i629« Her Mbotioirs vd rather 
ibfik of a. woman full of herfelf* thsui a princcft 
wIk> liad b«en wiuieft to gi^eat eveat»*» but there 
^H^ feveral things very curiout. She died ia 

Montnuil (Matthew de)« He is one of thofe 
pWilfiiig and eafy writer^ which the a^ of Lewis 
XIV. produced in gfeat numbers, and who all 
fii^ecded in the middling way ;but the ipirit of 
tH« tMHeSfand imiution, have made many agree- 
ably .authors. 

. :^Mor€ri (L^wis) wa§ born in Provence in i645# 
I; was little expend that the author of the Coun* 
Vyo^L^o« and the tranfiator of Rodrigoez, would 
in his youthful days undertake the firft Di&ionary 
^ pa£^ that had ever appeared. This laborious 
VAjd^rtaking coft htm h is ) ife. This work, wh icb 
has been greatly improved and augmented, bears 
hi» n^me^ but b no longer bis^. It is a new edi- 
fi^e^ built upon the old pkn« The ntany fufpi'^ 
cipus genealogies ba.^ gncatly injured the cha* 
fader of this otherwife ufeful work. He died 
in 1 680. There has been a fupplement pub- 
I^lbed, which is full of errors. 

Marin ( Michael- John-Baptifi) was born at 
Beaujolois in 1583. He was a phyfician, a ma- 
|l)ematician, am}, through the prejudice of the 
tinges, an a(lrologer« m drew the horofcope of 
X^wisXIV. Notwithftandiog bis quackery, h» 
was a man of learning. He died in 1656. # 

Morin (John) was born at Blois in 1591. He 
was very learned in the oriental languages, and in 
criticifm. He died at the Oratory in 1659* 

A4^rin (Simon) was horn in Normandy in i623» 
We mention' Moi here only to deplore his fatal 
/oUfs and tb^ fif Sydnl-Sdtlin Deimarets, his ac- 

cufer» 



cufer. Saant-SorUn was W fanatic, ^ho itrfbrmedl . 
againft another. Morin, who deferved otij (9 
be fent to a mad-boufey wa3 burnt alive m 166 J« 
before philofophy bad made fiiffident progre& ta* 
prevent learned men from dogmatizing aad 
judges ft'om being crueK 

La Motte-Houdart ( Anthony y was born at Pa-* ^ 
ris in 1672* Be was famous by his writings^ 
and amiable in his ;nanners : he bad many . 
firiends^ that is-to fay^ people who wexe pleafed- 
with his company ^ but I was with him in hislafr 
moments^ and faw him expire without acreatttte ,. 
by his bed-iide. This was in 1731* 

The fole regard to truth obliges me here to- 
tranfgrefs the ufual bounds of the(e artidcs* 

This man, who was fo gentle in bis manoersr 
and who never gave any one, when living, the 
leaft fubyedl of complaint, was, after bis^deatb, . 
accufed, almoft in a- judicial manner, of an enor^^ 
mous crime ; no lefs than that of having been 
the author of thofe horrible couplets which* - 
proved the ruin of RouiTeau in 1710; and of* 
having^ for feveral years, directed the whole 
fcheme that occafioned the condemnation of an* 
innocent man. Thia accufation comes with fo 
much more weight, as being made by a perfonr 
who was intimately acquainted with the aflFair, 
and who drew it up in the nature of a laft will 
and teftament. N. Boindin, attorney-general to* 
the treafurers of France,- when he died, in 1752, 
left behind hiai a very circumfiantial memorial, 
in which, after a filence of forty years, he ac« 
cufes La Motte-Houdart of the French academy, 
JofephSaurin of the academy* of fciences, and. 
oneMalafaire a merchant, of framing this vil- 
lainous d^fign, and the chatekt 'and ihe padttH 

meot 
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mtet of having fucceffively awarded the moil 
uf^aft fentences. fiut, 

Ftrft; If N. BotncHn was actually perfuaded of 
the innocence bfRouiTeau, why did he delay fo' 
long to m^e it known ? At lead, why did he 
not publifli it immediately aft€;r the death of his^ 
en^nriies ; and Why did he not prefent this memo- 
rial, which had lain written by him upwards of 
twenty years ? 

2dly, Is it not obvious, that Boindin^s mem^ 
rial is no other than a defamatory libel, and that 
this tiian entertained an equal hatred to every^ 
one whom he mentions in this information in^ 
tended for pofterity ? 

jdly, He fets out with fa£ls which every one 
knows to be falfe. He pretends that the count 
de Noc^, and N. Melon, the regent's fecretary,. 
were aflbciates witti Malafaire, a petty jewel- 
merchant. Every one who was acquainted with 
theib people know this to be a flagrant calumny. 
He afterwards confounds N. la Fayc, fccretary of 
the king's clofet, with his brother the captain of 
the guards. Laflly, how can a jeweller be fup- 
pofed to have had a ihare in all this fcheme of the 
couplets f 

4thly, Boindin pretends that this jeweller, and 
Saurin the geometrician, joined with La Motte 
to prevent Roufleau from obtaining Boileau's.. 
peniiont who was ftiil living in 17 10. Could it 
be poffible for three perfons pf fuch different pro-' 
feffions to join together, and meditate fo deep ^ 
fcheme, one fo infamous in itfelf, and fo dil&- • 
cult in its execution as that of depriving a citi- . 
zen, then in obfcurity, of a penfion which was. 
not even vacant, that Roufleau would never have 

had>. 
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had, atd't6 whk* neither of ihc three aflScfater 
had any prctenfions ? ' - 

• 5tWy, AftbrhaS^irtg a^eied that Roufleau bad 
vfritren the five firft coupietf, which precede thofe' 
that occafioned hisdifgrace, he makes La Motie* 
Houdarc fufpeded ^8 author^ of a dcH^n others to 
the fame tafle ; and, a^ the (ble proof of this ac* 
cufa^bn, be faysv that thefe twelve couplets, 
which were fatires upon a like number of perfons 
vrho ufed to meet at the houfe of N. v itiieis, 
were brought fay La Motte-Houd&frt hirtifclf to 
that gentleman'^ hou((, an hour after Roufieau 
had been informed that the perfons in quetlion 
were to meet there. 'Now, fays he, Koiffleao 
had not above an hour's time to compofe and 
traiifcHtfe thefe defamatory yerfcs, , La Motte 
was the perfon who brought them to Villicis ; 
thereforcf Ltf Motte muft be the author. On 
the contrary, ijiethinks, his opcnneft in carrying 
thciw thither might be a prefumption that he was 
not guihy of writing theiti. They were thrown 
at his do6t, as they were at thofe of icveral 
other perfons : he opened the paper they were 
iftclofed jn, and found them full of the blackeft 
inve£lives againft all^ his friends, and himfetf 
likcwife ; upon which he Immediately went and 
made the difcovery. This has all the air of in- 
noc(jnce. 

6thly, It 19 heceflary that thofe who intercH 
themfelves in this myftery of iniquity fhould be 
informed, that within little more than a month' 
there had been a meeting of friends* at the houfe 
of N. Vflliers* tnoft part of whom were the 
fame perfons that Rouffeair had already abufed in 
fire fatirical couplets, which he had Improrfenttf 
repeated to diflfcrent people. The vefy firft of 

thefe 
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tfiffe twelve. ne.w couplet$ fufficienil} fliewi^ that 
tbe'partWs inqueftioo ufed to mc^t femetimcs at 
t^e fofFee-^uTe* mi {qm^imt^ at moobtm dt 

ids afpftiblis cbi% di Vtlliirs^ 
jParmi ksfits trmpi itlht^ 
,. Xyun vil caffi £gnis pHisrs^ 
p , Crai^ne%,lafiurnar fm niirriu. 

[ '^ Ja vat V9US p$urjwvri en toui Umx^ 
]^^ ' /W ifiirdr^ vmts rendretdiutx* 
• .' y^y^'*^ 9*^ tartQUf §n vqus cbtmU i 

J^$NS per or it rirs a Vis jtttx 
' ' Mji Mfie d^uaur fu n^embantM. 

I Vt fool?) that grace the houfe of ViHIefs, 

Im^e^ial folly's dbobn band, 
^ iOr a bllnJcoSee-houre the worthy pillarsy 
I ' ' Revere and dread my cbaft'ning band, 
\ Vour hated fteps my vengeance Ihall purfiie^ 
* And draj; your Ailly'd fame to public view* 
* . You wall be ftigmatlz'd in evVy part : 
\ To laugh and ridicule ypur motley crew , 
\ Shall be .the darling pleafure of my heart* 

; ythly. It is infirely (*alfe that the five 6rft; 
cfouplets, which were known to be Rouflcau's^ 
were only a flight piece of ridicule upon five or 
fix private perfoDS, as the memorialift afierts* 
There is the fame malignity in them as in the 
otters. 

j^itf U bourrmu par fin valtl 

, Fafft unJQur fimr le Jiffiit 

Dt Bir^tn tf difafi^lk ; . 

^ue Pe€^ur ^uijfait^ /# baUit 

. Jii lifoua au ptedJs (kheiUf , . .. : « 4- 

May 
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'May Ketch, by dint of hempen rope^ 
The noify pipe oT Berrin ftop, 
* ' Of hitrt and all- his fquawKng tram ; 
And may Pccour, who made the hop. 
Be floggM 'till he is dy'd in grain. 

Such is the ftile of the five fnft couplets owned? 
by RouiTeau, and certainly this is not verv deli- 
cate raillery. It is exafHy in the fame ftiie with 
the others which followed. ,1 

8thly, As to the laft couplets, to the famt air 
that, in 1710, occafioned a profecution to be, 
brought againft Saurin of the academy of fcience9» 
the memorialift fays nothing more than what 
the printed cafe informed us of long ago ; oqly 
he is of Opinion, that the wrelcli who was ftn- 
tenced to be banilhed, ft>r having leen fuborned 
by Roufitau, ought tb have been condemned' to. 
the gallies, if he had really^ven falfe teftimony. 
In this, however, monfieurBoindin is miftakenj 
for, In the firft prace, it would have been a rfdi* 
culous piece of injuftice to have condemned the 
perfon fuborned to the gallies, when only baniflv* 
snent Was infli£ied on the fuborner : and in the 
fecond place^ this unhapi^ wretch did nt>t ap- 
pear a» the accufer ofSaunn. Befides, he could 
not have been abfolutely fuborned } for he gave 
infeveral contradictory declarations i and the na- 
ture of his faulty and the weaknefs of his under* 
ftanding, did not allow of an exemplary punifh^^ 
ment. 

9thly, N. Boifldin gives u» exprcfly to undcr- 
ftand in his memortal» that the family of Noaillet 
and the Jefuits aflifted to ruin Rodieau in this 
affair i and that Saurin employed all his credit 
and tntereft for that porpofc. . I myfelf know of 

a cet* 
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« certainty, and feveral perfoBs now Imng know 
it as well as royfelf^ that neitber the Noailles's 
family, nor the Jefuits, folicited any fuch thing. 
As to intereft, that was at firft intirdy on the 
fide of Roulleau ; for, notwithftanding that the 
general cry ^as againfi him, he bad gained two 
fecretaries of ftate, namely, monficur de Pont- 
chartrairi and moofieur de Voiiin, who were not 
at all intimidated, by this , cij* It was in . confer 
4uence of their orders, in form offollicitatioot, 
that the lieutenant-criminal, Le Comie, caufed 
Sluirlo to be feized and thrown into pri(bn, in-^ 
\ terjo^ated, confronted, and qrols-examined, and 
' ^t within four and twenty hofirs. The chancel- 
lor ' reprimanded the ueuteoant;criminal,-for fii 
* precipitate and unprecedented a procedure. 

. As, (o tbe Jeliut^, it is io faf irotn being true 
' tnat they declared diemielves ag^lnft Roufieaa, 
that immediately after die contradi£U>ry fentence 
of the chatelet* by which he was .unanimoufly 
condemned, he retired to Uie noviciate of the Je* 
' (lilts,, under the direfUan of father Sanadon, at 
^ the time he was appealing- to the parliaoMnt- 
This retreat of his to the Jefuits proves two 
things; Aril, that they were not his enemies; 
and fecondly, that he wanted to oppofe the ihew 
of religion to the accufation of libertinifin 
brought agaioft him. He had already written his 
heft pfalms, at the fame time with his licentious 
epigrams, which he called the Gloria Patri to 
bis pfalms ;. upon which Danchet addrefled him 
in the following lines : 

A te, mafquer habile j 
' Trdduii tour a tour 

P<* 
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Petrwi a la vtlUy 
David a la Cour^ &£, 

*In pioui fraud ib witty, ^ 

Tranflating for thy ^rt» 
Petronius io the city, ' 

And DavM's pTalnis at court 

ft'^CMiM not) dierdbre, be in the leaft faf- 
prifing, thtt hcving, like many others, put on 
the ck«k of lelmon, while he condnDcd to wear 
that of the cynid:, be fliould have kept the lirft, 
which was now. become abibhitdy neceftry to 
him. We ihaU draw no coAfequence from thb 
indu^on, as the heart of man is known to God 
alone. 

lOthly, It is of ooofeqnence to obfenre, dur* 
ing upwaid^ of thirty vears, that La Motte* 
Houdart* Saiirin, and MaIafaife^ lived after this 
profecution, not one of them was ever fufpedrf 
of the leaft wicked feheme, or the ffighteft &- 
tice. La Motte-floodart never fojnuch as made 
any reply to the black invedives contained in 
the Calotes, and other lampoons under diffcrept 
titles, with which one or two men, who were 
deieftcd by all the worid, loaded him for a long 
time. He never difgraced his talents by &tiie» 
and when in 1709, after having been perpetually 
infulted by Roufleau, he made this beautifiil ode : 

Oniu fe tborfit point fsn pin ; 
Par km reprocbe p0pmlair9 
Is€ fagi n\Ji point akattt. 
Oui^ qu9i qtu U vulgain penfe^ 
R9uffeau^ la plsir vile wttjfanci 
I>cnmi du lujirt a la VirtUy tf c. 

The 
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The fon his parent docs not <rhufe : 
By groundleis clamour and abufe. 

The wife will never be dcjed^ed. 
Whatever the vulgar may opine, 
Roufleau, the meaneft birth will (hine. 

By facred virtue's rays rcflefted. 

Wheiv he wrote this pieee, I fay, it was rather 
fiSi a.leflbnof morality afld philofophy than a fa- 
fjxpi He therein exhorts Rqufieau, who denyM 
bfs father, not to be aflianied of his ^birth, and 
i^vifes him to get the better of the fpirit of en« 
Wy^nd fatife. Nothing can be more unlike that 
cag^ which breathes in the couplets of which he 
is accufed, 

..But Rouflfeau, after bis condemnation, which 
ibould have made him more prudent, whether 
he had been innocent or culpable, could not get 
jtfae better of his inclination. He frequently 
abufed thofe very perfons in epigrams whom he 
had attaclced in his couplets, namely. La Fayey 
Datvcfaet, La Motte^Houdart, &c. He made 
verfes againft his old and new protedors, fome 
of which are to be found in thofe letters of 
bis, which {o ill deferved to be made public; 
and moft part of thefe verfes are in the fame 
fiile as the couplets, for which he was con« 
demned by the parliament, witnefs the following 
againft that illuftrious mufician Rameau* 

Di/fillaieurs ttaccords baroques^ 
Dont tant cTidldts fon ferus^ 
Chex, lei Thraces (j les Iroquet 
Portez vos Optra ifpurusj 6*c. 

I Ye 
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Ye that diftil difcordant ftrain^ 

So grateful to an idiot ear. 
Among the favage Indian fwaint. 

Your inharmonious concerts bear. 

Oihen in the fame tafte are to be foend io 
the colledion entitled, Roufleau's Pocket-book» 
againft the abbe d'Olivet, who had foroied a 
Xcheme to have him recalled home. In Ihoctt 
even in the latter part of bis life, when became 
to hide himfelf in Paris under the mafk of de- 
votion, he could not forbear ftill making thcfe 
.abufive epigrams. It is true, that ag^ had ioi- 
. paired his ftile, but without reforming his diip> 
iition, either becaufe by an unaccountable ibm. 
ley of opinions, npt uncommon among men, he 
made this heinous fpirit of abufe a part of hi^ 
devotion, or that by a wickednefi no lefs coa- 
mon, this devotion was only hypocrify. 

iithlv, If Saurin, La Motte, and MalaMt^ 
had really plotted the crime of which they wot 
accufed, thefe three men having been afrerwanb 
.upon very indifferent terms with each other, it is 
hardly poffible but Tome part of their guilt muft 
have tranfpired. This reflediont indeed, is not 
a proof; but, added to other circumftanoes, it 
carries great weight. 

I2thry, If a fellow h rude and artlefs as that 
William Arnold, who was condemned as a 
witnefs fuborned by Rouflleau, had not been 
actually guilty, he would have declared his in* 
nocence : he would have publiihed it aloud all 
his life, and to all the world. I knew the man: 
his mother was a kitchen maid in my father's 
family, as is faid in Saurin*s fadum ; and bod) 
his mother and himfelf have acknowledged fe- 

voal 
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vcral times in my prefence that he had been 
juftiy fentenced. But why then, after two and 
forty years, and juft as he was about to die, 
ihould N. Boindin have left this ftrongly at- 
Cefted accufation againft three pertbns who were 
ao longer living? The realbn is this: he had 
4rawn up this memorial above twenty years 
bbfore ; that is to (ay, Boindin had entertained 
a batrcd to all three ; that he conld never forgive 
La Motte Houdart for not foliciting a feat for 
Mtn in the French academy, and for having 
cttididiy declared to him, that the public pro-> 
MRmi he made of atheifm would prevent hts 
bring received. He had had a difpute with 
Saorm, who was like hirofelf, of an arrogant 
and inflexible difpofition, and alfo with Mala- ' 
faire, a rough and unpolifhed man, and was at 
enmity with Legeretde laFaye, on account of 
the following epigram which he had made upon 
Mm* 

' Ouiy VadiuSf on ccnnait voire efprity 
Savcir s*yjortity ^ qtiandk cas arrive^ 
SJtt' ceuvre piirait par quehtte ain ftfutive^ 
Plus aigrerrunt quijttmais la reprit? 
Mats on ne volt quen veus aujftje montre 
Vent de buer Ubeau qui 5*y rencenire^ 
Dotit cepmdarJ mairJs beaux efpr its font cas. 
De vos parells que voulex-vous qu\n penje ? 
Eh quoiy quits fono cC.':r:.::^Kurs cL iicats f 
Pas nen voudiQis tirer la cGP.l}jHzn:ey 
Mats b:en quils font gens afuir li^ cent pas. 

Yes, VaHTus, that your wit is clear. 

And learning folid I muft own. 

And (hould Ibme faulty work appear, • < 

In finding flaws you yield to none ; 

Vol. IX. N Bi^ 
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But ftill with all your fenfe and fpirit. 
You want the ar) of pwfti^ meritf 
Which every critic ftould inbcrk. 
Of fuch as you what fliaU I fiiy f 
That they are cftsnoiileurs inuMoTci 
But (take this cauuon by the wnjTt) 
Tdibun tbeoalike the peftils 



i 



This was in fa£i Botndio^a tr^ia cbaraAei^ 
and it is be who is dciicribed in the Teoiplc^ y 
Tafte^ under the nafxie of Bardott. In l^$ mn^ • 
niorial he was the dupe to his bati^d* . H^ ima^ : 
Ik man incapsJ^e ot fayiiie what be 4idi ofi 
tb^nlc, and equally incapable of altcriog. any .-. 
opinion wherewith his humour infpired him^ 
In bis morals he was irreproachable, ia bia lifti. . 
the ftriA philofophcri be did many fgttmwm , 
anions ; but that moroft and uniociable huF. 
mour of his» infpired him with prepotQaffioqa 
which he could never overcpme. 

The wholeof this fatal afiairi the confequeacae 
«f which lafted fo long, and with whjcb do 
man is better acquainted than myfelf^ toolc 
its rife from the innocent amufement which (c* 
' veral perfons of merit took in meeting together 
at a coflPee-houfei where they did not alwaya 
pay a proper re»ird to the principal law of ib- 
ciet^, not to oflTend each other. Some fevcro 
crittcifms pafled mutually between them i and 
what was at firft only a breach of politenefi^ 
gave birth to lafting animolity, and the perpe- 
tration of crimes, 1 he reader now is left ta . 
indge whether there were three guilty peifooa 
in this alFair, or oAly one. , 

It is probable that Saurin might have bem 
|heautko/ of the 4«ft couplets aiccibed to Rouf- ^ 

ieau 
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fea^. It h probable likewife, that koufieau 
ftawng been fotrnd guilty of writing the five 
firft, Saurin might hate made the others, in 
order to ruin him ; notwithflanding there was 
fio rivalihip between them : but there is not 
Hbe leaft reafon te charge LaMotte with it. The 
intent of this article is purely to vindicate La 
M^tte, wkam I believe innocent. After allj 
it would be very difficult to determine which 
of the twp, Saunnor Roufleau was guilty $ but 
La'Motte certainly was not. 

D0 Matteoilk (Frances Bertaut) was born in 
Nomiand[y in 1615% This lady has written, 
fome niem<Hr$) which relate particularly to 
^ucen iUine, mother to Lewis XIV. in which 
we' meet with feveral little h&.s written with. 
great appearance of truth : (he died in 1689. 

Le iNain de T^tUemont (Sebaftian) Son to John 
Le Nain, mailer of requefts, was born at raris 
in i^yj* He was bred up under Nicole, and 
was one of the mod learned writers of Port- 
Royal* His Hiftory of the Emperors, and his 
Etclefiaftical Hiftory, in fixteen volumes, are 
written with as much veracity as can be found 
in compilations frqin ancient hiftorians ; for 
biftory before the invention of printing, being 
liable to very little contradiction, was confe*^ 
quendy not vefy exad: he died in 1698. 

Nauii (Gabriel) was born at Paris in 1690:' 
lie was a phyficianand a philofophcr; but more 
of the latter than the former^ He at iirft at- 
tached Himfelf to cardinal Barberini at Rome, 
then to cardinal de Richelieu, cardinal Mazarin, 
after that to queen ChrifHna, to wbofe court 
ke fomctimcs went, to increafe tfie nunfiber of 
N A learned 
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learned men there ; and laft of all be retired to 
Abbeville, where he dicdas foon as he became 
at liberty. Of all his writings his Apology for 
the Great Men accufed of Magic, is the aoly 
one remaining. A much larger volume mifht 
be made of Great Men accufed of Atheuais 
fince the time of Socrates. 

— Populus namjhlos credit habendos 

EJJe deos quos ipfe cobU 

He died in 1653. ' 

Nemours (Mary de Longucville, dutchefk oi]' 
was born in 1625. There arc memoirs of hcr's, 
in which we mieet with fome particulars re- 
lating to the unhappy times of the Fronde : flxc 
died in 1707. 

Neven (Philip, duke of) There are feme 
poetical pieces of his writing, in a very fin* 
gular tafte. We muft not iudge of them (y 
-the fonnct thus turned by Racine and Dd- 
preaux : 

Dans un palats dori Nevers jaloux i^ blinu 
Fait des vers oil jamais perfonne tCentend rien. 

In palace gilt, Nevers, fo jealous and com- 
manding, ^ 

Writes verfes that furpafs all human under- 
ftanding. 

For his vcrfcs arc both' very intelligible and 
very picafing, witnefs the following ones os 
Ranee, the famous reformer of La Trappe^ 
who had written againft archbifhop Fenelon. 

^ ^ Cn 
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* Cet Abhi qi^on croyait pattri ie faintete^ 

• Vteilli dam la \etraite IS dans Phumiltte^ 
Orgmlleux de fes croix^ bouffi de fa fiuffrancey 
Rompt fes facres Jiatuts en rompant Ufilence^ 
Et contre un faint Prllat s^animant aujourSmi 
Dufond defes deferts diclame contre lut^ 

Et moins humble de coewr quefier defa do^rine^ 
III ofe didder ce que Rome examine. 

That Abbe deemed fo humble and To holy. 
Grown old in cell and pious melancholy. 
Proud of his crofs, elated with his yoke, * 
His facred vows, at length, and iUence broke i 
^ow 'gainft a blamelefs prelate he declaims. 
And from his cloifter poifon'd arrows aims; 
Lefs meek of heart than flufh'd with learning's 

pride. 
While Rome yet doubts, he ventures to decide. 

His genius and talents are revived with im- 
p^vement in his grandfon: he died in 1707. 

Niceron (John. Peter) a Barnabite monk, v/as 
b6rn at Paris in 1685. He was author of the 
Memoirs of Illuftrious Perfons in Literature. 
All his characters are not illuftrious ; but he 
(peaks of each in a fuitable manner, and does 
not call a goldfmith a great man. He deferves 
a place among the ufeml literati : he died in 

Nicole (Peter) was born at Chartres in 1625 • 
he was one of the bcft writers in Port-Royal. 
What he has written againft the Jefuits is no 
longer read ; but his moral eflays, which are 
of fervice to mankind, will never be forgotten. 
That Chapter in particular which treats on (he 
N 3 means 
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means of preferving peace in fociety^ ita Jiq^ 
iler-piece unrqualled by any thing of tbclunil 
anioiig the ancients ^ but this peace ia m dij^ 
£cuft to be eftablifhed as the political oxie<^i)lii^ 
abbe de St. Pierre: he died in itqK* 
, DVrUnnsy (Jofeph) a Jciliir. The firA wW 
made choice of the revolutions of fiates^ aa.tb* 
only fubjedl of hiflory. Tbofe of England ^ 
has written in an elegant fiile s but after tl^ 
reign of Henry VIII. he is rather cIo(|tteDt t))«^ 
faith 'ul: he aied in 1698* ,a 

Ozanam (James) a Jew by extra^oo^ 1^ 
born at Dombes in 1640 : he learnt m^oamXTf 
without the help of a mafter at fifteen yeara,<|| 
a^re. He .is the firft who compiled aMatb^oiar 
tical Pi^Sliooarv.* Hb Mathematical A«mi(jPt 
mcnts have fiul a great fale: he clic^^ jj^ 

Pagt^ (Anthony) a Francifcan, was bora ill 
Provence in 1624. He corre&ed Baroniua^. ior 
which he had a penfion from the cki^ ; \m 
died in 1699. 

Papin (iiaac^ was bornat Bloit in 1659 ; |m| 
was a Calvinift ; but haying ouitced tb^.r^f* 
ligion he wrote againft it; he died in I709» > 

Par dies (Ignatius Gafton) a Jefuit, bprn a^ 
Pau in 1638^ known to the world by bif^J^i^ 
xnents of Geometry^ and his traS;,^uMiiV,|Jb9 
Souls of Brutes. To pretend, with' Peu;ar|^g 
thi^t animak are meer nuchines, without rcqif^ 
tioni though furnifhed with the proper org^, 
\% dire<^ly to contradid reafou and experiear^. 
On the other hand» to fay they have foub, pro«r. 
perly fo called, is faying what cannot b(^ proved :■ 
but to fay they are emlued with memgry and 

fcn-« 
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'ftfifition, thoi^ the manner of their operati0n 
OBinot be explained, would be fpeaknig like * 
^man of judginent, who knows that it it better 
^iw be ignonnt than to err; for what work of 
nature is there with whofe firft principles we 
"are acquainted : he died in 1673. 
;' Parent (Anthony) born at Paris in 1666 : he 
'wa< a good matheoiatician, though he never 
liad been taught by any mafter: but what is 
*tBXt mem remarkable, he lived a long time at 
Paris independent and happy upon lefs than 
two hundred Itvres a year: he died in I7i6. 

Pafial ^Blaife^. His father was the nrft in* 
tendant that was appointed at Rouen : he was 
bom in 1623, and was a great genius, of the 
iuperiorit^ of which he thought of arailing' 
Imifeift m the (ame manner as kings of their 
|M»wer^ that is, to bring every thine in fubjec* 
tibft to him by main force, what in his 
Thoughts moft dilgufts firnie readers is the con* 
temptttoua, audioritative air he afliimes ; but 
be ought Mt to have been fore he had reafon: 
on hit fide. It muft be owned that he contrr- 
bated much to the improvement of our Ian* 
^nage, and eloquence. His eoemits and thofe 
of ^nauM found means to prevem any noJce 
being tadcen of either in Perrault*s book on Illuf* 
Irfotts Mte» This gave occafion to the quoting 
wni applying to them that pafl^ of Tacitus : 
Pne^gikmtCaffiMs (sf Brutuss^ if/o fuad ^rurtt 
^Sps$ mm vifAoHiur : he died in 1062. 

Fatin (Qm\) bom at Ifeudan in 1601 1 be' 
was a phyfician ; but is better known by hir 
Letters,wbtch are full of llander and abuie, thanr 
by his fldn as a phyfidan. Thefe Letters hair 
been mucb read,, on account of the an u cdot e s» 
N 4 iasiM^ 
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)at!re, and fecret hrftory in them, with which 
maiiikind in general are extremely deiigbted. 
It evidently appears from him how little c^ 
temporary author?, who write the news of fix 
day, can be depended upon as guides by an'hif- 
torian : for that news is often found to befall, 
or mifreprefcnted through malice ; befides, all 
thefe little anecdotes cannot afford much enter- 
tainment, except to little minds : he died in 

,PaUn ("Charles^ born at Paris in 1633, was 
the ion oi Gui. His works are read by the 
learned, as his father's Letters are by the i<llc 
and trifling, Charles was a very learned anti- 
quarian ; but he leftJFrance, and died profdfer 
vf medicine at Padua in 1693. 
- Patr&u ('Oliver J born at Paris in 1604. ^* 
is the fiift in whofe [headings we find any thing 
like purity of language, in his laft iltnef», 
Lewis XIV. ordered him fome money, being 
iji formed he was but poor t he died in 1681. 

Pcroillon ("Stephen j born at Paris in 1632 : 
be was attqrney-general of the parliaipent of 
Ivietz, and writ fome pretty pieces of poetiy: 
he died in 1705. 

Pelijon FgntaniiT (PzvA) a Calvinift» born at 
Beziers in 1624. He was confident and fecre^ 
tary to the fuperintendant Fouquet ; was a verj 
indifFerent poet indeed, but very Icwned and 
elpquent. In 1661, he was confined ia die 
JtUAile. for his fidelity to his mailer, wherehe 
continued four years and a Jialf. After his dif- 
ch^rgo he piiiled the remainder of his life in 
V'riting the nfod fulfome encoostums on dK 
Ung, who had deprived him of his liberty. It 
is only in abfoiute monarchies where futh ao ab- 
, . ...rjea 
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jr£lTervility and bafenefs is to be found. More 
a courtier than a philofopher, he quitted the 
leligton in which he was educated, in order to 
make his fortune, in which he fucceeded : for 
he role to be comptroUer of accounts, mafter 
of requefts, and abbe, and had a commiffion to 
foiploy the third of the money granted to en« 
gage the Huguenots to follow his example in 
renouncing their religion. His Hiftory of the 
Academy is much admired : but he writ a great 
manyother things befides that, as Prayersduring 
Mafs, a Piece upon the Eucharift, Pieces on 
Love and Gallantry, and love verfes in abun- 
tdance to Olimpe, by whom was meant made<«> 
moifelle des Vieux, who, it is faid, was mar- 
ried to the celebrated BoiTuet, before he took 
(orders. But the performances that have done 
moft honour to PeliiTon are his excellent Dif- 
courfes concerning M. P'ouquet, and his Hif^- 
tory of the Conqueft of Franche-Comptc. The 
Pfoteftants pretend, that he died in a ftate of 
indifference as to all religions, the contrary of 
which is aflerted by the Catholics : his death 
happened in 1693. 

. Perrault (Claud) born at Paris in 1613: he 
was a phyfician, but prefcribed only for his 
friends. Without the affiftance of any mafter, 
he became a great proficient in all the arts that 
have any dependence on deHgn, and in ^necha- 
fiics. He was a good naturalifl, and a great 
architect. He encouraged the arts under Col- 
bert, their patron > and gained a reputation, in 
fpite of Boileau : he died in 1688. 

Perrault {C\\2Lx\ts) born in 1626, brother of 
Claud. Being comptroller-general of the build- 
ings under Colbert, he brought the Academies 
N s of 
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ef Patnting» Sculpture, and Arcliiteft«re» uito 
form and order. He was an encouragerof meA 
of letters, who made their court to mm diirii|f 
the Ufe of hia protcdor, but afterwards dbsn- 
doned htm. He hath been charged widi prtr 
ju^ice and injuftice with regard to the Antkots j 
out his great fault is the criticifing them im« 
properly, and without judgment, and makiiy 
enemies of thofe who could have defended hif 
caufe. The difpitte bath been and will be # 
long time a party-raffair, as it was in Hoiwe's 
days. How many are there in Italy, who, tho' 
they cannot read Homer with anjrplcafure, bul 
are in raptures when they read Tamo or Ariofto ; 
yet cry up the former as inimitable ! he died ia 
1708. 

Pitau (Denjs) born at Orleans in 1583^ » 
Jefuit, To him we are indebted far feme cor* 
regions in chronology : he writ no lefs than ie» 
venty different pieces, and died in 1652. 

Petit de la Croix (Francis.) He was one of 
thofe wbofe merit the great Colbert encouMgei) 
and rewarded. At the age of feventeen, be 
was fcnt by Lewis XIV, to Turkey and Pcrfi% 
to learn the oriental languages ^ and, what will 
appear a little extraordinary, he writ a pan of 
the life of Lewis in Arabic, which is read and 
efteemed in the £aft : he writ befides, the Hi^ 
tory of Gen&is-can and Tamerlane, compiled 
from ancient Arabian authors ; and many other 
valuable traAs. But of all his performancea. 
his tranflation of A Thouiand and one Day» ia 
t le moft read. 

Vhcmme ift de glatx aux veritisy 
II ^ nefiu pour k fmnfingt^ 

Maa* 
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<\* .. jSlkoJ^ind to truth are cold as ice ; 
:; ., mit fooa take ike at lies and fi^ioii. 

»e«edini687. 

''i*rfir (Peter) bom at Parts in i6i>: her 
¥r^ rman of learmng, and a philofopher : hiy 
^rbrks are in Latin : he died in v6Sj, 
'• Pirron (P»u>) born in Brittany in 1639 : he 
liw a* great anticj^tfaridn, asr appears from hi» 
UtiA on the origin of the Celtic language : ho 
^ied in 1706. 

- \S«Pi/f (Lewis) born m i637,a dodorof thjr 
Sorbonne : he got much reputation^ and fomer 
enemies by his Bibliotheqm dei AuUurt EctUfi* 
'OjfHpin : he died in 1719. 
• La Placsta (John) born hti 1639, at Beam : 
he wat a proteftant, and preacher in Hoi* 
iandy and at Copenhagen : he is the author of 
feveral works- that are efteemed : he departed this 
fife in 17^8, at Utrecht. 

De Polignac (Melchior) cardinal, born at 
^Velay in 1662*9 as good a Latin poet as it is- 
pottMe fer one that now writes in that lan- 
guage to be- la his own, he was very eloquent* 
J^ appears from hia choice, as well as that of 
ethers, that it is eafier to write in Latin verfe 
than in French. Unhappily for him while he 
^po&d Lucretius, he oppofed Newton : hm 
died in 1741, 

iV/# (Charles) born lA Normandy if» 167 5» 
a Jefuit. One of the few profeffors that hav« 
lieen known to and admired by the world in 
general : his eloquence refembles that of Se- 
neca: he was a poet and a wit; but his chief es^ 
cellence and merit was making learning and 
virtue appear ami^hle to bUpuilif-: he d«8di# 

>7<^^- 
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Du Put (Peter) : the fon of Claud dcPoi't 
counfellor of parfiament, and a veiy learned 
man, was born in 1583. His learning was aa 
advantage to the ffate ; for he was at great 
pains in'/earchio|;.-and coIleAing charters, and 
other vouchers of the king's rights and prero* 
gatives over feveral ftates. He cleared up the 
Salic law as much as it is poffible to do it» and 
(hewed that the Gallican church has the jufteft 
title to the liberties it claims, which nocvHtlK 
(landing are but a part of the privileges of t\m 
ancient churches. It appears from bis Hif* 
tory of the Knights Templars, that fome indi« 
viduals of the order indeed were culpable ; 
but that the condemning of the whole order^ 
and the puni(hment of (b many knights, were 
z&s of the moft flagrant injuftice : he died in 
1652. 

De Puijegur (the marihal.) He hath left us 
an Art of War, juft as Boileau hath an Aft of 
Poetry. 

^W(Paquier) born in. 1634, of the Ora* 
tor^ : he was unhappy in this, that he gave oc- 
calion to a gr<^at divifion among his country- 
men : he lived in poverty and exile : his nian«- 
.Hers were fevere, as thofe of men wholly en* 
gaged in controverfy generally are. Thirty 
pages in his book changed or foftened, would 
have fpared his country much difpute, and ani**^ 
i^Aty \ but then he would not have made fo 
much noifc: he died in I7i9« 

Li ^iien (Michael) was born in 1691 : a Do* 
minican, and very learned. He took a great 
deal of pains in writing on the eaftern church 
and that of England. In particidar, he eiH 
tcred the lifts againft Courayer concerning the 

validity 
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yalidiCy of ordination bv Engliih bifhops. But 
{be Englifh regard thefe controverfies no more 
diaa the Turks do fuch as concern the Greek 
£fanrdi« He died in 1703. 

^inmtk (Philip) born at Paris in 1635 : he 
^ras auditor of accompts, and writ ^me very . 
beautiful pieces of Lyric poetry, notwithftaad* 
ing Boileau's fadre, which he bore with a great 
deal of good nature. Quinault was much fu«^ 
perior in his way to Lullv. The former will 
always be read, whereas toe latt^, fetting afide 
his recitative, cannot even be fung: yet in his 
own time he was fuppofed to be indebted to 
Lully for his reputation: but time tries aU 
things. Re partook, like many other great 
men, of the bounty of LfCwis XtV. He died 
in 1 688. 

The marquis de Quincy, lieutenant-general 
of die artillery, and author of the MOitary Hi(^ 
tory of Lewis XIV. He is very minute in his 
details, which may be ufeful to tbofe that have 
patience t<5 follow him through the operations 
of a campaign. Could exafUy the fame {itua* 
tions be fuppofed to exift, they would furniih 
good examples, but that is never the cafe, nei- 
ther in bufinefs nor war. The difference is al- 
ways great, and the refemblance imperfed. The 
condud of war, like a game in which skill is 
requifite^ is only to be learned by pradice and 
fervice, and yet the event of a battle, like 
that of a game of hazard, is often determined by 
chance. 

La^intinie (John) bom at Poitiers In 1626 : 
he may be faid to be the inventor of the art of 
cultivating gardens, and tranfplanting trees. 
His merit was amply rewarded by Lewis XIV. 

and 
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tntl all Ettrope now^ toUovrs his pr«cq>tf. I|^ 

Radne (John) bom atFcrtc-Milon in if|bj| 
auid educated at Port-Royal. When he wr&3^ 
iragedy of Thcagcncs, and prefented h toly![^ 
Utrcy^ and that of ibc Prerfs Ennmis^ymm 
the fbbjefl: of which Motiere furniftied "fi^^ 
le was an ecclefiaftic* In the patent tp.A>^ 
dromachr^ hehffKled prior ofcpin^ r^l 
XIV» uras not infcnfiblc to his great merit, jie 
teade him a gentleman in ordinary, noixvi)^^ 
him fometimcs of his retinue when he wentt^ 
lAzrVty made liim lie in his apartment once dii^ 
fiiig a fit of ficknefs, befides many other valiiabl^ 
inarki of his favour : yet Racine died of cha«j 
grin, from an apprehenfion of hts having in- 
curred bis difpkafiire j by which it appears thaj^ 
he was a greater poet than phflofopncrr . The 
merit of bis works wa^^. not afcertained till oC 
fate. Mariamne,faysSt. Evremont, Sophonisba|. 
Alcinoe, Andromache, and Bntannicus are af- 
jfefting pieces. Thus was hot only Corneillc'i^ 
Sophohisba, a forry performance, but the ab^ 
furd Mariamne and Alcinoe. fel on a level wit^ 
the other mafter-pieces. Thus is gold con- 
founded with trafh during. the lives of mgcnipiMf 
|nen, hut death feparatcs them. He dicdf ilk 

kancidcM de BoutbiHier) born in 1626; 
%is fir ft performance was the tranflatien of Ana* 
creon>and in 1664, he inftituted the terrible rer 
form of La Trappe. AslegLllator, he difpenfof 
j^imfeir with the obfervation of that law, which 
obliged thofe that are confined to that dif^ 
mat place, to be abfolute ftrangers to what 
pi^ in the wwld* He was aa eloquent wri- 
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mi But, ftnmge inconftancy ! after be hait 
inilituted the above fociety, aod been its gover-' 
A^^ or fuperior, he laid down the office, but a^ 
ebrward^ would have refumed it. He died iiit 

' Sapin (Rene) born at Tours in 1621: a Je-, 
fiiit^ He is well known by the poem, called th& 
Oarden, in Latin, and many other learned 
|i^e$. He died in 1687. 
^!fiapin d€ Tb^iras (Paul) borw at Caftres. itt 
i6^1 r he was a refugee ki England, and a long; 
ume an officer. The En^liCh are indebted tgi 
Kim for the only good and impartial biftory ikiey^ 
kave: for their own h^orians write all ia*lhe 
^irit of party. He died at Wefel in 1726. 
' Rsgis rSyivan) born in Agenois in 1632 z 
lAi philoiophical works are no* longer regarded^ 
(h confequence of the many difeoveries and im-^ 
provements that havebeen made ince he wrote., 
He died in 1707. 

Rfrnard (Francis J. born at Paris in 1647 • ^^^ 
^vefs alone were lufflcient to render him far 
nous. He was the firft Frenchman that vifited 
f^apland, where he left this infcription cut out 
vpon a rock t Stftimus hie taruUm nobis ubi defidt 
iriii, i. e. I am got at laft to the exdvmifty of 
the world. He was taken m the Mediterraneaa 
by a coffair, and carried to Algiers, but wa» 
afterwards ranfomed and made treafurer of 
France, and lieutenant of the waters and foreib.. 
|Ie was a man of pleafure and a philofoper ; his 
genius was fprightly, and truly comic. Hi» 
comedy called the Jousury or Gamefter, is 
thought not inferior to thofe of Mottere. Ona 
muft be a great ftran^er to the genius of the 
two authors^ to fuppolc thai he ftole that piecQ 

from 
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from Dufreni. He dedicated his Menechmtt to 
Defpreaux, and afterwards writaeainft him, be- 
caufc he had not done him juftice. Notwithftan<f- 
ing the gaiety of bis temper, he died of ch^rih 
at the age of 52. It hath even been fatd, that 
he cut fhort the thread of his days himfelf. Hd 
made his exit in 1658. 

Regnier Defmarets (Seraphin) born at Paris lA 
1632 : he improved our language much, and 
writ fome pieces of poetry in French and Ita* 
Han. He made one of his Italian pieces pafs for 
a work of Petrarch's, but could not have made 
his French verfes pafs for thofe of a ^reat poetl 
He took his leave of the world in 17 13. 

Renaudot (Theophraftus) a phyfician, and 
very learned in more refpedls than one. He 
il^as the firft writer of Gazettes in France, and 
died in 1679. 

• Renaudot (Eufebius) born in 1646 : very 
learned in the oriental languages and in hiftory. 
But he deferves to be blamed for not allowing 
Bayle's dictionary to be printed in France. He 
died in 1720. 

• Richelet (Cocfar Peter) the firft who compofed 
a diftionary almoft entirely of fatirc, in wMcK 
he fet an example more dangerous than ufcful. 

DuRier (Andrew) a gentleman in ordinary, 
of the king's chamBer. He was a long time at 
Conftantinople,' and in Egypt, in a public em- 
ployment. We have a tranflation by him of the 
Alcoran, and the hiftory of Perfia. 
■ Du Rier (Peter) born at Paris in 1605 • ^^ 
was fecretary to the king, and hiftoriosrapher 
of France, but poor notwithftanding. He was 
the author of nineteen plays and thirteen tran- 
flations, all which were well received by his co* 
temporaries. He died in 1 658. 
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,. La Rochefoucauh (Francis, duke dc^ bom ii^ 
^913: his memoirs are read, but his thoughts 
arc not only read, but got by heart* He died in 
j6Ho. 

" Rohaub (James) born at Amiens in 1620 : he 
abridged and explained in a clear and methodical 
manner Defcartes's philofophical works. But all 
that can be faid for that great man's philofophy 
at pre'fent is, that it exploded ancient errors, 
and fubftituted others in their places. He died 
fn 1675. 

RoUin{C\\7Lx\ts) born at Paris in 1661, rcaorof 
flic univerfity, and thefirft of thatbody who writ 
French with purity and dignity. The laft vo- 
lumes oFhis Ancient Hiftory are not equal to the 
fiT?:'i 3s being compofed in much greater hail6» 
yet it is one of the beii: compilations extant in 
any language, becaufe Rollin was a mafter oT 
eloquence, which few compilers are. Had he 
been alfo a philofopher, it would have great^ 
enhanced the value of his work. There are a 
number of ancient hi{lories;but in none of them 
do we find that philofophical fagacity that dif- 
finguifhes between truth and falmood, be- 
tween probabilitjf and fable, or fi£tion,^and 
fupprcfies what is ufeleft and frivolous* He 
died in 1741. 

Rotrou (John) born in 16Q9 : the founder of 
Ac theatre. The firft fcene and 4 part of tlie 
(burth a€^ of Venccflas are mafter-pieces, Cor- 
ncille ufed to call him his father-^ but every one, 
will agree that the fon greatly furpaflcd the fa- 
ther. Venccflas' was not written tiU after the 
Cid. He died in 1650. 

• RouJJiau (John Baptift) born at Paris in 
1669. Fine verfcs, great errors in condud, and 

* » great 
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g^t fuflftrings, Tiave conrpfired to render hjh 
nune>us. We mull either fuppore him Ae aU- 
ttkot of the Veffcs that t)cca{it)ned kis^bamft- 
ment, which, by the bye^ are not unKke tnai\y 
Aat he avoided, or throw a flur upon the two 
CribuMih that condemned him. It is not id- 
deed the firft time that twotribuoals, an^ ev^ 
more numerous bodies, liave, with one voibc?^ 
pronounced very unjuft fentences^ wheli PV^^ 
fpirit funs high. ^ Thiis much is ceruiin, that 
the party againft Roufleau were foil of rancour 
and refentment. Few men have ever been more 
univerfany hated and perfecuted. Nothing left 
would fiithfy the public than his banifliment; 
itay, their averfion continued unabated revenjl 
tear^ after. But at hft the CtKcth of his rival 
h Motte, the reception he met with, the repiri 
tation which, as they thought, he had unjullft 
md nnfiiirly acquired, and the artifice by whv» 
he had ratted bimfelf to a fort of empire in Hte^' 
rttore, made all the men of letters forfake faxor^ 
9tod ^lart! fot Roufleau, whom they now ncS^ 
Itmger dreads. Bv their rheans the public iir 
((merit was reconciled to him. La Motte nbif^ 
bej^n to appear to them too happy, becauie he 
was rich an^ in vogtie, not ieonhderinj;' that 'ff ' 
was blind, and laTOured under many mfirmftf' 
and diforders. On the cootrarys Roufleau vi 
viewed in the light of an unhappy exile; and^ 
live at Vienna or firuileTs was thovrght a greater 
misfortune than to be blind and infirm. BotS 
indeed both were very anhappjr : only the one 
was the vidiim of nature, the other of the no-, 
lucky adventure that occa^oned hit baniflia«mt^' 
Both may ferve to fliew what partiality and iiK 
jitftice m^ are capable oft how much thcj tarf ^ 
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IMhtic judgmeaitSt and what fbllj it is tolnuit 
.wer papmr -. applaufe. He died at Bru&b <a 
^^4^. See the arcide La MoUu 
,jp0l4BRm{CtizAa) bom in 1643^ * J^". 
d^tj.l^um a»d French. poetf and preacher ^ be 
waa one of thofe that writ notes upon At, cb& 
£cfj» for the ufe of the dauphin. Virg^} waa 
theauthor that £sU to hia lot. He Sed ia 

' ^ M^inari (Tfaierri) a Benedtdine : he was a 
laliojicua crtcic : He mainuined, in oppofitioii 
to Dodure}]^ that there was an infinite nuaiber 
o£ martirn in the primitive church* Perhaps he 
did not carefully eciough diftiagui(E betwesA 
nuutjrrdom and natural death, between perfeciiK* 
tiojpas 00 a religiotisaad acivil account. However 
thiut be,, he muft be ranked among the learned 
Tfmn-ol the ag«» in which the Benedi^Unes hav9 
gnsatljr difttnguiibed themfelves by the m<A 
pcofbund reafoning, as Martene, for inftaocet 
upon the ancient rites of the church. Tu^lier 
and others have entirely difpelied that cloud that 
long hung over the htftory and . antiquities 
of the dark ages, efpecially with regard to- the 
cliurch. TbM was a (pedes of ftudy that waa 
liokaown tsU the Age of Lewis XlV. and ii| 
France only were the BenediSinee otlebrated 
m it* He died in 1707. 

pe k SabiiiTi (Anthony de Ramboulllet). 
m^ Madrigals are wrote with an eiegaiit iun« 
|>)ieity. He died tn ibAo. 
^fiac^: le Aiaitn {'Lewis Ifaac) born in 161 J^ 
Onf of the ttood writers of Port-Royal. The 
Royautnont Bible is by himv and a tsanflatioa 
o( Terence's cooMdies : he died in 1684. Hia 
b^o^I^, Anthony, le Mahre^ retired atfo. ta 
fu ' Port- 
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PortJloyal : he had been. a counfeHor at laifr^ 
and was accounted very eloquent ; but the opi* 
nion of the public changed upon reading his 
pleadings, which he bad the vanity to publiih. 
Another gentleman of the long robe^ named 
Sacy, but not of the fame family, and a mem* 
ber of the French academy, publiihed a tranf- 
lation of Pliny's Letters in 1701, duit were 
well received by the public, 

Le Sagi, born in 1667 ' ^^^ romance of 6ft 
Bias ftill keeps its ground, becaufe it ia natn^ 
ral : he died in 1747. 
. Saint Julairiy (Francis Jofeph de Beau^poil, 
marquis de). It is fomething very remarkable, 
that the iineft of his verfes were compoied vAuu 
he was turned of ninety. Like the marquis 4le 
la Fare, he did not begin to exercife bis talent 
for poetry, till be was pafl fixty* Among 
the firft verfes he puUifhed were the following, 
IVhich were afcribed to laFare» 

O mufe le ligire ig facile^ 

^uijur k c$teau i Helicm* 
Vintis offrir au vuil Anacrion 

Cet art cbanfmntf at art vitlt^ 

^ifait rendridtua i^ tranquik 

La plus in€9mm$de faifon ; 
Vous qui de tant defiturs jut U PanutjIJi (cbfh 
Orntez afes xkes Its graees i^ Jesris^ 

Et qui cachiezfos mveux gris 
Sous tant de couronms de rofeSj &r. 

O mufe ! indulgent and heart-eafing, 
^}io on the hill of Helicon, 
Conferred on old Anacreon, 

That art fo ufcful and fo plcafing. 

That, 
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That, ev*n in winter's hoaiy reign. 
With pleafure beautifies tbe fcene. 
You, who with flow'rs on fair Parnafius grow^ 

ing» 
Adorn'd the graces in his train. 
And hid his locks of filver grain. 
With wieaths of rofes ever blowing. 

It was this performance that procured him a 
feat in the academy, tho' Boileau alledged it at 
the reaiofi why he could not %ree to his being 
admitted: he died in 1742, near an hundred 
years- old, fome fay an hundred and two.- 
Once being at fupper with the dutehefs of 
Maine, when he was above eighty years old,' 
ibe called him Apollo, and defired to knovv 
fome fecret or other : his anfwer was. 

La diviniti qui / amu/i 
A me dinumder monficreij ** 
St f itais ApoUo^ nejerait point ma mufi • 
EUefermt Thetis^ i^ le jour JinirMt. 

The goddefe who my youth renews. 
And would my fecret comprehend. 

Were I Apollo, ihould not be my mufe ; 

She'ihould be Thetis, and the day (hould end. 

Anacreon, though younger, did not write 
fuch pretty things. If the Greeks had had fuch 
writers as our good ones, their vanity would 
have been ftill greater than it was, and we 
Ihould have had more reafon to admire them 
than we have. 

Saint e Marthe. This familv, for the fpaee of 
an hundred years and upwards, hath been fruit- 

^ful 
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fuY lit gooditrTters. The flrft Charles Ctaii;/ 
ch^r de &unK Martbr waf ■» cfaqvent man i$Hr 
kntime: bedrcdin <55Jr- 

ScevaUiy nephew' of Charles, <iiftingui(faed|' 
himfelf boch bf hn lesrnifig and his cxpIolcKy 
It was br tkit tttmoA Pbttiers fofhe obedience .' 
of HenrylV. hediedatLoiRiutt tn f623,.an4. 
the famous Urban Grandier ptDaatniced bis fu- '. 
aenrf oraAian. 

Jbddi SkintrMsrtbfj bia fen, wa^ aTfo a To^ \ 
wt oi learning, and died in 165:1:; and bis (on^ ' 
Irbd was iikewife ni^ed Abel, trod in die lleps, 
uf bis father and grandfather, and died in 1706* 
S£0O0k and Lewis ie SmfOi Mtrth^ twin* 
brocfaers, and ions of Scerola. Tbey were 
botiK eminent for their learn ingi and were bu- 
ried in the fame tomb- at Paris, atSt.SevertnV 
Tbey compofed together the Gallia Cbri/iianas 
Dntysdi St. Marfhe^ tbeirbmtber, concluded 
that work, and died at Paris in 1725. 

pHitr $av9b de Sainte Mtrihe^ the eldeft bro- 
ther of the laft Soevobi, was hiftoriogiraphcr ot 
France, and died in 1690. 

St. Svremmt (Charles) bom in Nonnandy in 
16 13. Loofe morals, letters writ to cooitier^ 
at a time when the word court was pronounced 
wiA an emphafis everywhere, indiflernt veifca 
compofed in illuftrious focieties, and for tbac 
reaft^ called Society Veriies, all thefe concsr* 
Tti^ with a good deal of i^rit, to raife the re- 
putation of his worka. The^ were prinoad by 
fifte des Al«zeux, together witb the life o( ille 
author, which alone makes one large vtdiiii^ r' 
and yet in the whole there are not fbnr pages 
that are interefting. It conuins fcarce any 
tlMs but what is to be finmd iafais works. It 
I Wi» 



WRITERS. a8j 

was an tmpofition of the bookfeJIers md odi- 
ta^ ' 'By fuck ttittfices 9 wnf hath heeo found > 
Wihtri^iply b^ok^/ff Ar^Kf^xoir) imd withoat acf- 
4mg anf thiiig to the knowfe^ of maokiod'. 
tm exife, hh (dttlofoptry, aird works* arcweH 
]uf6wn. ' Wheit 1^ was a&ed on bt$ ^tfa-h^ 
if h^ wouMbe reconc3cd to the cbalrh^ hi^ 
Jdifwer wa5, •* t wiflx I c^irfd be reconciltd 
s(^ to my appetite.*^ He died in 1703^ and was in- 
/^ tarred at Weftfntnfter» with the kingir and Uluil 
trious'meh of Eng^nd, 

Saint Pavtn (Denys Lahguin drr)". He was 
«ne of thofe good authors whom Deipreanx, ia 
kis Satires, confounded with the bad« What 
KtelteKe writes is efteemed for its degance and 
daifeacy. As for his perfon^ merit, we may 
judge q( ft by the epitaph which Fieabet, mafter 
^ requeffs, and one of the politeft gentltmea 
^ the age^ made for hinu 

Sims ce totnhati^t Saint-Pavin: 
I>(mn$ des larmes i Jin fin. 
Jufus difts amis prnd-ein f 
Pimiret$mfirt^Ujtm: 
'» • Tu n^mfiu fas f fleur U tien^ 
Paffant^ sTavnr manqw £en Hre. 

Here St. PaviQ in monU'riiig dufl is laid^ 
O**^ hii GoM f rave a tear in fsty flied. 
AlMlig his friends, perhaps, thy name waa 
told : 
''If fo, his firte and ditne%emoan : 
But if it was not, weep thy own» 
Thai^Hi the happy band thm never waft en« 
aallU 

Lit 
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V Jhli di Saint Piern (GaftcJ), a gcntfc 
man of Normandy, who, thb'his income was 
not great, ytt, for fome time> (h^red it with the 
celebrated Fontenelle and Vari^non : he wWf a 
^reat deal on politics. There is, no better clia- 
tader of his worlds in general, than that given 
' by the cardinal defiois, wz. that they wi^ijbe 
reveries of a good (ubje£t: he was fimple enoiiigh 
to inculcate often iii his works themoft trivial 
moral truths, and 'to propofe for ttie ihoft)>Si^t 
things impra£licable : he was coiltimjalf^ lin- 
ing on the fchcme of a pcrpdtual peacd, aW* a 
fort of univerfal parliament, which he calfe^iAe 
diet of £urope. Part of this chimerical jirojcd 
had been attributed to Henry I V^ indtfre afcbc 
de jBt, Pierre, the better to'recommend bis no- 
tions, pretended that the European dfet'liad 
been planned and approved of, by the daiipMiu 
duke of Burgundy, and' that the fchcme ^ 
found among his papers aftef his deatb. But 
it was a mcer fidtion of hi^ 'own> to make his 
* projeA be the beher relifhed. He hqneftly 
'publiflied the anfwer that cardinal Freory made 
to his propofal : " You have forgot, monfieur, 
fays thecardinaJ, to propofc iri thc^rft t}Iaccto 
fend a company of miflionaries to prepare and 
difpofe the hfearts of 'the fcvcnd princes." 'Vet, 
notwithftanding all this, the abbe de Sf. Pieftc 
did a deal of good. He contKbut^ *not a little 
to deliver France from the hardfliips of the ar- 
bkrary land-tax ; ^ith refpedfc to that, and that 
alone, he writ and a£bd Nke a flatefman .' He 
was unanimoufly excluded the' French acadetoiy, 
becaufe he had, during the regency of the duke of 
Orleans, a little too harfhly oppofed in his My- 
ftiQdie the eftablifliment of councilsto the inethod 

of 
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nf governing adopted by Lewis XIV. the pro- 
tc6tor of the academy. The intrigue for that 
. end was managed by the cardinal de Polignac, 
and fucceeded. What h a Iitt(e unaccountable, is, 
that the regent did not prevent it, though the 
cardinal de Peiignac was at that very time plot- 
ting againft him ; and he had given the abbe 
St. Pierre an apartment in the Palais Rcyal, and 
lad his whole family in his fervice. Uowevefy 
,the abbe did not complain. He continued to 
live like a philofophcr, with thofe very perfons 
who had excluded him. Boyer, the ancient 
bi&op of Mirepotx, his fellow-member, pre* 
vent^ his elogiuni from being pronounced at 
the academy according to cuftom. Thefe fine 
ipeeches at the death of an accademician add 
nothing either to his merit or reputation ; yet 
in the prefent cafe, the refiifal was barbarous : 
tfaeiervice he had done his country, his pro- 
bity, and his gentle difpofition, entitled him^to 
another fort of treatment. . A few days before 
.iiis death, I alked him what he thought of it : He 
-replied, that he confidered it as a journey or 
jaunt into the countrv. Of all his performances^ 
. that on the future aoolition of Mahomedanifm 
is the moft remarkable. He is pofitiye that the 
time will come, when reafen will be dn over- 
match for fuperftition every where $ that men 
will fee and be convinced, that, to pleafe God, 
{>aticnce, beneficence, and humanity alone arc 
requefted. 

It is trnpoffiUe, fajrs he, that a book, in which 
ialfehoods are alTerted for truths, abfuidities ad« 
vanced that contradid common fenfe, and 
praifes heftowed oil adions manifeftly uojuA^ 
. Vol. IX. O ihould 
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fliotild be a revolaiton fromOod. H e Ai idh i 
that in 500 years rime, all foruof perfeas^evB* 
the loweft, will be convinced of the impoftiire^* 
and that even the mufti aiid die cadis wJlLfia^ 
tt their int^reft to difiibyle the peofde^ asd, to 
reform their religion, in, order to itndcr.,lkMiiA 
felves more neceiary and re^ieded. 'Tia a.ciM 
rious piece. 

SalU (Denis) born in i6a6» A counfelloadF 
the parliament of Pans. He was the . Arft, thAir 
introduced journals, which Bayle JperfbSki^ 
' They have fince bten.brought intoidHgnucibf 
greedy bookfellers, and oUbire weiteoSy W)ft0 
have filled them with >falfe extm&s^ lses» ^mi, 
impertinence. Itf flioit, applaufr and alnife .ia 
become a traffic, efpecially in periodical papet% 
hy which fcandaldus doings, learning ha^.fasni 
much difparaged. th died in 1669* 

Sandrafid^CHtrtils^ bornatMoalargiaiii ^64^ 
I have mentioned him for iio other jtrntwi ^' 
to put the French, efpocialljr fceeioneas, fl«: 
t^eir guard agahift tbofe firageriea.pubfiftied ta 
iiolland. Courtils waa one of the.tnoft iafij^ 
mous writers in thisrtfpefi. He deluged JSn* 
rope with fidjons, under the title ofhsftoncik 
What a fcandaious thing was it^that ftca|tain 
of the regiment of Ghampanio fliouU got». 
Holland, and fupport himfUf by felling Itaato 
the bookfellers. He, and fuchaa follow bm e»» 
ample, in writing libels againft their cowatrf^ 
againft good princes who fcorn, and private pcirK 
fons who have it not in their power to puMh 
them, can be confidered only as die naoft cat* 
trable and abandoned wretches. He wtoce tlie 
Condu£t of France fincc the peace of NimegKiik 

and 
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ttAdKr ^lifwer to it. The State of Franoe ua^ 
Asr^^Lewb XIII. and XIV. Tbe Condu^ 
^^rtfem-in the Dutch wats. The Love Con«- 
ijmfli of tlie gfett Akandcr. The Love. In* 
iiigiies of^^fiiice. The-Life of Tiireane and 
Afadial^CQligBi. The Memoire of Roche* 
foiy.: Afbgnaiiy . Monbmn, Vordae, of the 
marchionels de Frene* The politieal Tefta* 
dOttt of' Cdbert, and loany other pieces, by 
i«lrieb:fiftip1etons have been impofed upoaand 
^ttfed. The authors of thofe miferable pam- 
jUets-^apanSt Fmnccj intituled le Glaneiir, 
l^i^pSogoeur, are his humble imitators. TheTe 
pMoes, ^hkb hunger prompted,* and ftupidity 
and £dfrhood ASaoed, are read by non^ but 
tfamittiHe. ^He died tft Paris in I7i2« 
r.:Smtbfa$ (I^wis) A canon regular, and the 
author of feme pretty verfes. The age of 
Lnda XiV. produced a vaft number of indif- 
feBctafpoets, in whoan, faowevfcr, we (braetimes ' 
oset vmb beautiful lines* ftit thefe are to be • 
attribottid to the times^ not to the {;eniu8.of the ^ 
aeciiiM's. He died in 17 14. 

S^r^ (Nicholas) born at Abbevil]ein i6oo« 
Ife was the firft good writer on gec^raphy be- 
feiip William de L'HIe, and died in 1667. > His 
iedsn^realib eminent lit that way. 
^~ SantiuU (Jean Bapt.} born at Paris in i6oo. 
He was an excellent Latin poet, if that is poffi« - 
b|e, but could not make French verfes. , His 
hymns are ftill Aing in England. He died in 
1697. 

Sum^ (John Francis) born near Caen \a 
1605. He is an agreeable writer both in profe 
and vofe; He died- in 1655. 

O 2 Savari 
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Savari (James) bom In 1622. He was the 
fifft that wrote oq coqioieice, h^iriiig^bf^a')^ 
190^ time ^ nAerchaiiU The x:<9ificil coiirMto4 
|iu9 wit^ regard to the ordii^Ace 0^ 4^7P»fp4b!f 
drew up al^moft ati the article^ ofi t. Xbe di£tj^4%f jf 
oJF eomm^ce, writ by h^m and bU^br^t^^f 
frbileoion canoasof Sit* Mai|r» was.aq uo^fifs 
Uking,a$ u&ful a^ pow. ^ But ^ook^ of tim-tfifi 
are like t;be interefts of pri|K;fs» tbjil cbaiHgf ,.% 
very fifty yearr and lefe. At pre(ei|t».thi|ql)4t&^ 
the channels, the. returns^ - and -the; ar^-c^^mde 
are very diiFerent from what. they wer^in III 
days qf Savari. He. died in, . . .^.fj 

,S^wmfi(Gipid} l^om in Burgundy in liUp 
tlc^jretired to Leyd^n t^efijoy the liberty. qfiA^ 
country.. Hil eruditipa is wel) knowA». . H§ 
died in ^653.. . ^ . , j^ ..:,-, 

Saurin (Jawcs) bom at Nifmis ia i677..T.Hf 
^asefteemedjhecbeft. preacher. ainoiig c^^p^t 
teftants. Notwithfianding, his {(yl^^.iaid^^A 
favopr of tt)UQ,rcfugpe« It caii. haisMfbe/MiVQfedt 
i4)(S he9 fhattho^ who h(avcfq<rgQ|ie their ooHfk* 
try for the fake .of theiir religion« (hould fp^ 
their naiive language in its purity* - Biptiphis 
lime, the French fpoken in Holland was better 
than it U at prefent* Bayle'fi fiyle h«d notbii^ 
of the refugee i .the oidy thing that can be obr 
j<^ed to it,' is a familiarity that approaches 
i'umetimes to iownefs. The defeds in the 
Isinguage of the Calvinlft preachers, were occa* 
•finned chiefiy by their copying the iocorie^ 
phrafeology of the firft reformers \ befides, al* 
inoft.ali cf them having been editfcated AtSau* 
C011C9 in Poi(ou, in Dauphine, and LanguedM 
tbey ftillreuined the vitious iiroYiAcial. modi^ 

ff 
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fer«5c^rcffi6n.- Thfe place of rtimftcr to th^ 
ii<*ility at thift H?»gue was ihflittitled on pur^ 
fnil^ for SiuTin. He was 2t man 6f learning ancl 
J)k*fiH^,-an<l' died in i;;30. ' His faihily wfe« 
lioi air related tb that of JdfepK Saurin of th^ 
a^i^my of 'fbienc^s^ whd is the author of fome 
iktrads front the Journal des Scavants, fowi^ 
■lathematicft! memoirs,, and'the nfoted Fadum 
♦gainfl: Rouflcao. J6feph ditd in 1737. ' 
"^^Siiu^iieuf (Joftph) born at la Fleche in 165J. 
Ife teirrted'th^ elements of geometry without 
the help of any mafter, and Ts among the firft 
tt^df cakulated fhe chances in games of hazard. 
lie tifed to fay^ that one man could do ^s much 
i§ anoth^i' in mathematics. This witt hold 
true with regard to mere learners ; but not to 
t^em who apply the'mfelves to. make difcdveries, 
He^'was dumb t?B tht age of feventeeh) and 
alexin 1716/ ■ ' ; . - ' 
' Stanch <PaW) th^ foil of' a jeoiirtftlieH- of the 

STC^t chahjber, was- born in i^gS. His totnt^ 
les'.are rather farces than comedies, and Virgil 
TVa:\^efte could be rcceivi^d cmly as the work of a 
WIBon. His Comical Romande is the only 
piece of iiis that is ftiH reHflied by pe6pte of 
tafte, as Boltesfu f^rcdifted. He died in ife6o. 
S^tt^fch' (George de) born at Havre dc Grace 
In '1603. Patronifed by cardinal de'RichliCH, 
hei rivklled, fot fdme time, CorheBIc in fame. 
1^1^ naiMe is better knowti than his^'works. He 
died In 1667. / • » 

•' Scilieri (Magdaten) George's fifter, borftae 
H^»rre in 1007. She is better known atprefeft 
by fottie pretty piccej of poetry, than by the Uh' 
Vriddy romances of Clelie and Cyrus. Lewi* 
O 3 XIV3 
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>(IV. treated her with refpeft, and. ftitdeA a 
a p.qnfion upon her. She gaifted' the' ISrft («^ 
for eloquence beftowed by the academy*. *Hlr 
^eath h^ppend in iyoi. ^ ■'■ ^''^ 

, 5^^rtf/j (Johnl born atCacriln'iWff. 'Mt- 

. dcmoifelle calls him a fort of bel cfprtf, %irt^ 
was indeed a very great wit, and a mtin <>Pftl^ 
*ters into the bargain. He was bbliged toij^flt 
that Princefs's fervice, for oppofing'hcr inslN 
riage with the count de Laufun. His £cl()te^» 
and translation of Vir^il^ were tllen adh^cd^ 

^but are little regarded at prefent. 'Wfiat*rf- 
markable, is, that fame of the verfeftbf Bfebefi^ 
Pharfalia are flill quoted, but not ofte of St^Wt 
Virgil.^ Notivithfta'nding, Bofleau 6rys*uJ[J4S*- 

'grais, but runs 'down Bktbtttf. iHe'dica-fe 

Senaui {John Fnncis)^om\tii^6i. G4ne- 
ral of the oratory,' irtd 4 prcifcltefVlrhiy^il, 
wjth regard.tQ T. Bo^ir^^ldtie', ^Kfcfllbtitti 

was to '^"- -'^'- 'L-i ^-^J.i^/r-^ T* — ^'in«--f 

times, 

. reckoned rather am^ng ^ 

Vquehce, than among thi trtil^ldaiWWfi^^lio 

. have bpen very fcwl '"' ^' ''^_^' 

. Senicai^ firft valet' dediainbre to l^ferflfT**- 

* xefa. He was a poet of a fiitgular' mm ^ioii- 
ginatioo. His tale of Itaitnae, take it altogeAl^y 
difcovers a very great genius. It ferves to flieWy 

, that very pretty tales may be told in. a manner 
quite different from that of Fontaine. ^H^ 

. iervable that this piece, tbo^ die beft he iftnff, Is 
the only one not to be ifbund In hh cdleSRok. 
His Travaux d'ApoUon has ;dfo peculiar bean- 
ties. ' ' ' '. ■ «' 



regard, tQ f. JDOurc^aiQue', wnat J^otniu 

to Cprneille, bfs pre d^c^ffor,'^iKl '**»€- 

s, tho/' rarely, his cdu'al; "^•He^fe r»-'fc 

oned rather ambng tlie 'W^r*^s^^ ^ 
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.^ ^4vig9$i (Maiy de Rabutin) born in i6a6. 
j^ letters, which are full of anecdotes, and 
l^t widi freedom and fpirit, in a lively ftyle, 
are the beft criticirm that can be on your ftudi- 
.je44etter8, in which there is a manifeft afFe£b' 
f^cfwit, and ftill more on thefe fifUtious 
J|MMri writ to imaginary correfpondents, and 
;ftuffed with abfurd ibntiments and adventures 
jp a pretended epiftolary ftyle. She died in 

\b':'SifliHh a Jew of Bourdeaux. He was a cele-* 
WaiM Pbyfician at Paris, and writ a book on 
;Mood-lcttf Ag* But he was a much greater man 
^^fiiaA one would fuppofe from his book ; and 
^Krb a pbyiicit^n as Moliere neither could nor 
c^urft attempt to ridicule. He died about the 
jear 1746. 

.^-Simm (l^bard) born in 1639. He was of 
^^ praif>ry, and an excellent critic. Hisliifto* 
ji^iofKheoripin and progrefs of ecclefiaftic&l re- 
-vaniies, and critical hiftory of the old tefla- 
'jRieiit, &c. are read by the learned every where. 
.He died at Dieppe in 1712. 
^pxf/miip^^ (James) a jefuit, born about the 
j%»x 1559. He was one of the moft learned 
.Al4'^MiiijMe va^ of his time, but little known 
^ oonfeilbr to Lewis XIII. by reafon of hia 
peaceable deportment in that flippenr office. 
The pope masde choice of him, preferably to 
• aU the learned men of Italy, to write the pre- 
,f9£C to the hiftory of the councils. His nume- 
rous wo^rks were held in great efleem in hts'own 
(tmc, but are very Httle read now. He died in 
j65«. 

SirmondQoYui) nephew of the f^rmer^ hiflo* 
. ^ ^ O 4 riographer 
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^.iographer of Fraocca'aiid pri^y-dbunfellor ; an 
honour commonly annexed to (he pAce of iiif- 
toriographer. One of his, principal woi;}(f 
%9 the life of cardinal d'Amboif^j. vybicb.,!)^ 
Wiit with no orher view, but to niak^ hioii.ag^ 
pear inferior to cardinal de Rlchlieu, hispattoa. 
He was one of the Brft academicians^ ao4<die^ 
in 1649. . •... 

S$rbterts (5amucl) born, jn Daupbiny in i6ab. 
One of thofc that have had the title of hijlofj^^ 
ographer of France. Having been, mtlmatf^ 
with pope Clement IX. before his exaltati/yii^ 
and not receiving from him any thing.. &,u& 
trifles, he writ to him .thus : •*,Vour bplincfii 
«* fends roc ruffles, before I bav/s got.a Ihirt.'* 
He writ but fuperfici^Iy upon feveral icicnea ^ 
and died in 1670. , , . . ,. r 

Dt la Suze {Henrietta de CoIignU cpiin^eA] 
famous in her day for her wit and her clcjii^. 
She turned papift becaufe her huihand w^- a' 
hugenot, and parted from him, in ordfer, at 
queen Chriftina ufed to fay, that fhe might 9ot. 
fee him either in this World or the oext« .' She, 
died in 1673. . '^ 

TalUntant (Francis) born at Rochelle ia.1620^. 
The fecond tranflator of Plutarc)i. IJediedin 
1690. ' • , , 

TalUmani (Paul) born at Paris 10 1642. AU 
though his grand- father was the rich Montoroa 
and his father mafter of requefts, with aa in** 
come of 200,000 livres prefcnt .^noncy^ yet he. 
bad little or nothing 'i but Colbert provided for. 
him, as he did fpr many other learned men. Be 
had a principal hand in the medalUc biftory of 
thekmg. iie died- in 1712. 

Talom, 
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'*T2&if (Omer) attorney-general pf thcparii- 
tfnent of Paris, hatK left fome valuable me- 
lAbit^y W6rthy of^a.gQod oiagiArate and cUizexv 

-'TirterdMy ajerult. H0 tjranflated the (atiret 
of' Horace} Perfeus, and Juvenalt fuppreffing 
thofe grofsly obfcene; paiTages, with ^hich one 
is furpriled to find tlxe worlq of JuvenaJ» but 
efetctaliyHorace; JTuIlied. In doing thia he had 
M^tft 16 cHe yourh^ for whofp benefit hi8.Iabou,ra 
Wkteint^pded ; but his tranflafion is not literal 
^^gh fbrth^m ; he ha^ given tbefeaie^ but jh>| 
(Ijle'imp^rt'of the p^rticqlarivordi* . . ,, 

•T^afinW Ahhc) hqkn }n. 1669.. He Jbotiv 
Ikeiff' ahd died lii^e ' a philofopher. There are. 
opiany good things in hisSetos. /He hai tranfla- 
tetf ^DmdorM^ ^veH, h\xt his exam^n .pf JHgmer 
dfRbviii'^ hb fott of t^ft^. JHc died j yOt • 
^TWr/' (J[cfhn j&wMft). born at .Chartret JA 
i64r. 'I Ite li'^mtior of a number of 4iii!i:rtationsi, 
Uf^i^ht wfio attacksd" jn print thje iofcriptioni, 
cA' 'the' convent of the Cordeliers at RheimSi^, 
vhtcji runs thus* To G<>d and St,,Francis» 
who'wcTe.^6th crucifi€;d. ,Hc diedjmjoj. 

'Thamajpt (Lcms) of the oratory born in pr<H 
vence in idi^ He was a man profoundly lea rfi<* 
ed,"and the hrft chat collated manitfcripts of th9 
fathers, councils, and hiftory. Towards the 
en<) of his life, he loft his memory entirely^ Co 
tba^ he forgot that h^ had evei writ any. He 
died ini 695. 

Tievnara (^Nicholas} born at Orkap^ in 16291*. 
He \» fop[5oied to have bad a gr^at hand in car- 
dinal Norris*s trad on the Syrian epochs. His 
hJirolOny of the gofpels in Greek is efieemcd a.. 
O 5 €U(ioua 
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curious piece. He was a teere fcbotar, fitfPi 
very profound one. He died in 170ft. ' ?' ^'j 

De Tom (John Baptift Colbert) iiip**W W 
the ereat Colbert, Minlfter of ,0ate undtt Le^ft 
'XIV. He left memoirs of the pubtic tfan^ 
actions from the peace of Rtfwtck to thit of 6^ 
trechu They were publifbed, while this efi^ 
on the age of Lewis was in the prtfs, and cbrif* 
firms every thihg advanced in it. '^he^'Jm 
very minute, and therefore oidy fit for thofe 
that want to be thoroughly acquainted with tl^ 
fubjea of them. The ftyle is better' than ^ 
of any of the memoir writers his predeceflbfj; 
It difcoVers the taAe of Lewis XtV.^s cobrt 
But what ftamps the higbeft value on them 1^ 
the candour and fincerity of the autiior, whtck 
Ihines through the whole. He died in 1746*. ^ 

Toureil (James) born at Thouloufe iii' i65iS; 
His tranflation of Demofthenes is wdl known; 
He died in 1715. 

Tcurnefirt ( Jofcph Pitton de) born in Pro- 
vence in 1656* He was 'the g'reateft botanift 
in his time. He travelled by order of Lewii 
XIV« into Spain, England, Holland, Greece, 
nd Afia, for the improvement of natural hifto- 
ry. He added tbthe catalogue of )>lant8 131^ 
new ones, and tauglit us to know our own.' 
Hfe died in 170s. 

l>Toutntux^ born in 164O, His ChriftiaAr 
year is much read^ftho* it is itl the indte e;^- 
purgatoritts of Rome, or rather perhaps becaufis 
it is there, ^e died 1686. 

Tri/lan Pbermiti^ gentleman to Gafton of 
Orleans, brother to Lewis XIIL The long 
atod furprifmg run which bis tragedy ^f Mari- 
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nuifi hsi4f /was owing to the ignorance of the 
lioieii. They jiad tb^n no better ; and it evea 

t^(j,IMP^ti.I>f^ ibo^e.timejafter Corneille made 
mw^^^^^f I<i <<>°i^ natiomi^ at chit day» very 
iqdj£&reni performances pafi for mafter-pteces, 
b^4)ifp they have had none better. It i$ not 
morally kno^n that Tri/lan turned the office 
%ib^ yvrgin Into verfe^ nor is it at all ftralige 
^^tji 4*,iiot. He died in 1655/ 

«^, r/ Here follpws his epitaph. 

5f ^^ vi$ ioujmn pauvre^ isf iichai deparaitn* 

%ivicus J0PI h piki ^^Undant le bmhiuff 

44 mawrmjur un ioffr^ en attendant mm MaUre^ 

A ^ret^ed fpantel crouching hf bis lord, 
1,-fiill wxs poor, and pleaded ftill difafter ; 
I )iv^d In yfz\t\t\z at proud fortune's board ; 
And dyM upon a bench, in waiting on my maftert 

; FaiSani (John Foy) born at^Beauvais in 1632* 
The public is indebted to him for the Science 
^s Ma4(aUles, and the king for one half df hie 

S^binet. Colbert the miniiter fent him to Italy, 
/eece, Egypt* Turky, and Perfia. In 1674; 
he^ 9nd the archite£l Defgodet, were taken hy 
tly? AJgerines; and both ranfotoed by the kiiig.. 
Nei^r did any learned man encounter ib^any. 
dappers. He died in 1 706. 
^^J:filllant (John Francis^ bom* at Rome irt 
1665, when his father Vifited that city. He!- 
w^ ankwtiquary, at his father ha4 been, and 
died in 1708. / 

'JVmcQurt (John Baptift Henry da Trouflcl 
06 ' de> 
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de) born in 1653. He ns /chieflj kaMrni iijr 'wlii 
q^ltf which IJ^fjpirektixaikbcAsm faim,' Bm/^ 
ht writ fome little thk^smnrelF, ' He aa)Qit«<li 
a luuidlbme fertiine, whkhvs onarD'tlifln h^ 
WouM have doaev' had hei mindeds nothing Uii^ 
Irisbooin. Mere fchoiaiihtpv without ifaat «o«l 
thrky and fagaci(f Whtclii rendei'3 a tnan'oftfol): 
kads to nothing but mifenr mtd oon tempt. O&ei 
of the beft<li<cmrfet evei (pokeaat the aoadenijp^ 
is that wherein Mr. de Valincour#enida90urU 
to cgrred the error of that nmhatttda of ^oiihg 
'peo[ile, who^ miftaking an itch of writing Javl 
gcmua and talebt, pcfter princes with^< tilfliii 
veries, deluge the public with paflUphlets^aocu^ 
fingtheia4>f ingracitude^'beeaiife thofforfeethl 
aro foolt and idlers. He begs tbar cho^oftfaem 
thathavean ear would hear, andbeperfiiadedytbat* 
the proleffon which they look upon as the iow^i 
eft, is infinitely store eligible tban^tbotiirtticlil 
they have taken op. He died in 1730. j 

. F(tdch (Adrian) bom at Paris in 1607, biflo- 
riographcr of France. His heft works are his: 
notice des Gaules, and his biftoryof tbtiJiift 
nee of our kings. ' He died in 1692. - ■ ^ .^ 

' yabis (Henry) brodier of the focegping^ bomi 
101603. His works aieleft intercttiagto thct 
french than thofe of his brother. He iiti im 
x676. 

rdttigmn (Peter) born at Caen ai.1654^ ^ A* 
celebrated mathematician. He died in ija^^ ' 
F^riUas ( Anthony)bornin h Marche iiia6l4» 
An hiftortan move agreeable than exaAr wi 
di«lini696. . . . ! 

Le Fttfir (Michaei) of the ontmrf and ft nM 
fugee in £»gfauid» . His hiflory ofLcww-XDii 

ihflf 
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cjVwft for maify finSgol&r tfanfaftiods '^o be fdt/ryd 
iiistioi4ittt 4t is tan odious ^aclatmef, who, tm^ 
dM preience of vritfog the biftorv of* LeWiV 
2UH/ 'aHns- at notKing- bur the aeprcciatingf 
Lewis XIV. fparing ncthcr the living nor 
ttistdeadr;- With regard to fafts he iy generaMjr- 
ierfhe right $ hot thafis not fuppofed to be th^ 
Ol/bifvijth regard usrhis chara£ier»and rcflofHoihr.' 
HcidMbin i6Bi4 > ' ' * 

jjfimffjiurj borji in Charalois in 1605. A je-» 
fiNib,^«ui¥ery learned. Hewaffthe fitft who 
mode it appear^ that the 'Greeks and Romatta 
wentabfoiuCe flrangers to burlefi^ne, and that' 
Jtiiaardtcdf baibarifm* Hedred in i6$i. 

.i^iwr (marflnl) bora* in 1633. His pro* 
jf49ix)fthc< tench penny could not be carried in** 
foxM^ctftieci^'and h, in faA, impra^Iicabte. He* 
left, behind him feveral memairs, worthy of fyf 
good a fubjcS, and died in 1707. 
♦ TKfug'^/ffr (Claude Fbvre de), born at Cham* 
berf in 1 585^ fie is one of thofe that firft cop^ 
tribtited to the Tegulatrrtg and refrning" of our 
language, and whocouid Write verfet m italian,' 
knt not fai French. During thirty years he was 
nsiiducbing ind altering his ttanflatibn of Quin«' 
tiis Cuftius. Every iauthor ought to ihake hii 
works as perfect as poffible, and for that end to 
hi correftffig them all his Ufr. He died in 

,/X^Ftfjw(Pfsrncis),'boi'^ at Paris Hi 1588. 
Hb was pfccfptor ( 4a» 'Monlifttr brother tA 
Lewis XIV. and, during one year, t6 Lewi^ 
bmfeift He was aUb>hiftdriogra^H^ of Fkante, 
ailCabttftirU^riofftato^ Hil&epdtiAniwaswfU 
^V^ knowo 
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khoUPti, and yet did not prevent hia 1 
trufted with tbe^iaipQCtaat' ol^of odddaMg 
thefe princes. Though hb worlu^an MOnfNBiti 
liiCy y^ there is a g^eatt deal of rMi(^ mibiodiQg 
and learninff in tbon^ lUwBsxtttmai^*^ 
moft learned member of the, acadcnqr^ W^ 
icepticifm te bolder and ndore nmdifguikMlidiM 
that of Baylet and he is more icvewuitfid^fi 
nical in his fatit«« His mott»was». • < ..i; ,n?i 

Di las ccfas masftguras t * ,.> 

£a maspgura es Jmdar^ 

Ofallthofemaximsdeem'd fecwre^' i ).i> 
The moft ftcUMS is fttU to douhu 

9 

Ai that of Montagii«9 ^/faijiPs^-fkVfk^ 
knowli Hrflied in'i67au > ;i t 

Vitffkris (Mathurid de la Crojsej)^ boni<rKD 
IhTantes in i66i. A Benedi£liiie at .JMis. 
9em^a free-'thinker^ and his Asperior of a ^tn 
different chara^ler^ be took the refoItHvm a(y 
quit both bit order and his religipn*. He sfat*aj 
prodigy both for iearnifig and meoioofk ^ Vmk 
content with ftndying atid underftanding wJMi 
was ufeful and agreeable, he mnft needs ftudjf^ 
what could not be known, fuch as tl^ ancJipt 
^g]^ptian language. Oiui piece thai he wrii^ 
upon the chriftitinity of the Indies, is m\iAc 
eftoemed; Thfcre is oncf ttridg cettarkitUc that 
DjFe learn from it, and that is, that ihit braOMMM 
notwithftanding the idolaory of' the peoydk#i Jber: 
lieve that there 4s but one God. . S^bi js iba; 
ileh of writings that a life of thif oiaa kwtb bdMM 
publiAf d» making a volume as large as tbaiV 

Alexandert 
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M inuim * " Bnch m tacraft n tbM mwld 
%ir«botatfioii^ and ^M«iieb« He died «| 

^fi/itMivi ( JamBi)j bom at Paris in 1675. He 
idMHiicganI t^Fontaiiiey the fame that Cam« 
^monvis. to Racine, aniteitator^ feeUe, bm 
naciiraU He waa affiiffinalcd el Paris bjr tw* 
M^ftie ym en iti ij^io. It is infiouated inMb« 
ten, that dieande of hiadeath iru a parodjr ho 
writ againft a powerful prince^ but that ia' 
laUe. 

VirM (Reni Aubert), born in Normandy in 
1655. An elegant and agreeable hiftorian. He 
died in I7S5. 

Vicbam «fr St. Rud (CWar), bocn at Cham* 
berry, but educated in France. His hiftory of 
fbei tienfpiracy of Venice ia a maAnpicoe^ but 
that is more than can be faid of his lifeof Jefua 
Ohrift. Hedi0dini692. 

nUars ii MM^mtM (rabbi de)» bom ia 
1635. He is well known aa the author of thd 
Oountde Oabidis, bnk upon a part of thean^ 
tfieiic tnydioloiy of the Perfiaas. He was ibot 
dead with a piftol in 1673 } upon which it waa 
ftid, that the Qrhlis had affafinated him for re<» 
feeling their nrmries* 

''^Abrx(marlnalduksde)9 bora in 16 jt. He 
wtote Che whole firft tome of the memotra'that 
bear liis name. He died in I734« 
* fitaSiU (madame de)« Her vomanoesliaw 
gBiHed her a reputation. But I would not have 
the reader think that I fet any value upo» that 
inundation- of romances 'with whicb France 
bftth been latriy overflowed* Almoft all of 
^m> eaBcept ZaU> are Ae predufiaoos oCper^ 
^. - ibna 
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fons of 'nog(^nUtsy^who3rrit\ki anipa(]r\tg^ree- 
zble ftyle things Uawwthyitho nMcoofniQn of 

fcnfe. Moft of themjire ^ila ckftitcitt of 'ima- 

young people, whole ^ta^ufacy^ fpbiVclw]^' are 
not worth, all together, four pages of Arioilo* 
She died in 1089.-: . ..:ill^::v' .• < w 
• ViUiers (Poterr)^ 'bom; at Cotgnac >inti648. 
Aiefuit«.JUe)yiui&j&*naife«f <|etter«yl» alnioft all 
of'^chatt ixdfiTi ate. 1 :lhe\knnMa^ wf^hm poea 
on the art of pveaching, were tftteined''iiff*hifl 
own dmm ^ His ticvfes biDfelifndt^vre'SKfupe- 
mr to thofa jof St. Anifli)t.onfd^ hmt fii%d> 
though fo raiidi'ddmicedy kmtawnot^ikeralU 
wortny of the age of Lewis XIV. which fo far 
oiittAiniie ahai ia wbicit SiciAsnant'livarf;' lib 
death happened in 17284' ;'n rii - :• lu. 1. «•:! 

He w»;Che* firiftlirafficlttBait thtk waP«^IMlf ' 
callnktnivEtaiicciaiihBdiefjpflttii Hit wsitniee'4iiW' 
litlAeHeiMteiineoontoDoifcahfltoi V vaiidi )iit»iihcf *«#• ' 
not piapcr rndddsi^ib /fbamvua laft^^^ ^bif " 
wat.waathen acare thingw iUe wrb icMlMr'wrf ; 
psetty Utf of pocory. <but ncabingcqfri|d<r a hte / ' 
Xh4it whichJie addfciTcd tMAniMS'or AuAvitIt • 
an evidence of the freedom, anit gaUamryflM. 
reigned Jn dbat qaeen^ caurr, notwkhftanding 
the Severe aciab her goodnefa and patienca ao^ 
derwent from the Frondeuri : but theft are not 
jnrtJM printed coliofiioil. zta goci on'ttnis^" ' ' 



%^ i^- f 
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P^uvaii voir Teddtfatis tgal 
-^vs&nttMmul maintmani vcus Su^^ 
:c ^0itetuu cfhii de la iiouti^ 
^Bm^ar emprhji nigftimegiure^ J 

vv Cek fik At [am vaui diplmriy 
3 .. 7W rkkt 09 la majifth. 
i * 
Should now the cardinal furvey, 
J (Thexandinal V alette I mean ) 
.,. Th'.unequall'dfplendoryou difplay, 
jr.:*. :. In Ckriftendom the brightefl queem 
s .^ In bdauty .firft> for as to rank^ 

(Let not my words dt^leafure draw) 
- And regal pomp, 'tit all a blank s 
'Xis whiit I value not a ftraw» 

..S^ WM aIfD:a good verfifier in Spanifli and 
Italian, and died in 16484 . '^ 

Jt^ la not.'wortli while to carry diis catalogne 
ai^fanbergv The reader will find Hi it^fewi 
giMt g4;Qftti&s^ and many imttatois 1 and to* tk^ ^ 
lesiFQed . meo 1. have, mentioned^ a'-confidefaMe- 
number mi^t 'have been added. It can haordty . 
b^eypoAed that anjr new or origtBalgeniiares 
(h^oald appear for dte&tufe, ualc6 Dtherman*^ 
neca^ and another fort of govenMnent, (IiomM 
giite a new turn co the human mind. It. is im^ 
poffible there ifhould be any fiidi thing as mea 
univ^rlaUy learned, beeaiife every fcience is be« 

! ::j ' J ; ; "J ' J ' J ' ' i . ' v . ' 1 j 'i ". ■! ' )" »■ 

* It WIS then the taftom to retrench final letttrs in Teife, 
vlien the rhtme k^nnedf it. As vmri et/ fortius Hees. The 
Englifli ind h pliant te lb at piefent. Ftench peef/ ii loo much 
liaiited. aod ofiea appiMchca (00 fieaf to-proft* 

conw 
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come unlimited. The tesrned^ dierdbre^ i 
be content ttiOk t6 cuWr soe s comer of tt^A ^^ 
field that warn cleared iM enclofid iktktpgt'i^ 
Lewis XIV. ' ' !• - ; :: 

•HHMHHHHWh+HMHM^ 
C « A P. CCXV. 

Of CSUBAATBD A&TUTa* 

Mi'iictAfrs^ ^ • -- 

FRENCH. mufic, djpedalljr the ?oc^ 
k. >difltlced h^ «U etbtr MMw. It 
MDooi be ocherwiie, in regami diat the Frndl 
fiofedy or veffificMkm dHFcp ftmA 4b^ of ct erf 
fOtberoNUitry of £afope«. We maj^thepenf^ 
always upon the laft fyllable, wheifM aU oshass 
sbake ittiiKMitbepcDiiky oraAtepemdt^ aethe 
Italians. Our lasguage is ibe only ooe-tiiai 
hath words tenuMtijig ia o arnHCw nd tboii 
o'a that ttt DOS yoDooflceA in evdioary 4jS^ 
iomft^ ywt me wiifoniily fi> in moficy as^U** 
fw, tiM-^m^ hofkari^m^ /iMJ-^ •• Heaoe-iC 
oomes, that moft of our airs and recitacive ase 
infa p yogt a ble to thoft who have oo( bean accu<^ 
tomed to them. The cliaate, donies us tbae 
Aejiibility of molce which" it givM ibe In^raii^ 
and it iB not ciiftom am^ag us, ^ at Ropiejaa^ 
other Italian. ODttrt99 to mal^c. e uuu efa e qf vm^ 
in order to reader their voices fioer dunrdiefr 
of women. AU tbefe things, joined to the flow- 

oris 
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t of our fingiDg^ which,:by tbebye^foima^ a 
AraoflK^ OQiuiiraft with our miiy^ymtitf% witt 
Idw^a'maiBe the Jxeoch m«Jic. f[i%r«eab4e4o 
any bul Frenchmen. • . / 

After all, foreigners, who have reiided fome 
€X>nfiderab]e time in France, acknowledge that 
dbi^iiiuficianB have performed woiufers in a- 
dapting their airs to our words, and alfo that 
the mufic is yejry expreiUve > by t only fo to ears 
.that have been .fome time accuftomed to it, and 
befides the execution muft be very good. 

Our inftrumental mufic is not altdgether free 
from the monotony and flownefs of the vocal ; 
but many of our fymphoni^s and tunes have 
been relimed by foreigners. They are admit- 
cri ihtd m2^n^ bfthe ItatiaftiOpera*, and fczffb 
iky others- are Im 'nfe at the cbuit of a king wtto 
kftsdne of the b^ft operas in EiSMpe, and wb6» 
^m^lig^ bis dth<tt extrkordifiary' tatemssi has a 
AfMi%ift^ fop^Mufie, whfeb he ^i^ivaces With 
'gWfct-affidility/' ' ' ' ,-". • !• '- " -X ' • 
5-5W» ^ba^Lullj^'wh& w^is h6m lue Florence 
fe i.6^?> ^rttf ^^^ td^. France at- the age cf 
j^Hel^f wbdil* he could perfemi on no inftni- 
T(i«nf^%a<e 'the violin, was the parent of true 
Ft«M4i Qiilfid. -He kAe«r b0W tofuit hisaR to 
tbt genius of the language, which was the only 
•ftre way to (iicceed : but at that time the Ita- 
lian mufic had not begun to deviate from that 
gravity and noble fimpltcity which ^e-ftiU admke 
tn LtlUy'» recitative. Noting refembies thefe-re* 
ytatt1%8 more than the Mtieti^ Lugi^ fung in 
hk\y with fe^ttch fuecefa in the 17th century^ 
^bkhM|insthu9i 

-■ Sunt 
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; ' . . ^ : .-. '. Its 

Sunt hreves mmdi rofisy font fiigrttifijbr^^^^^'^^ 
franJes vehiti mtmftt^ fuut lam& b^nwrtu - "" 

The rofc'« date if brief; ' ''' ' ' I 

The lillics foon decay j * • ' i'- 

And like the annual leaf, 
Frail honours fleet aw«]r« 

Itmuftbeobferved, that in this pure reoitivM^ 
mufiC) which is the Melopee of rheanciMts, tM 
^Utyof the finging is principally owing to* fhe 
natural melody oF -the words; na wonfe Nt 
fuch as fure nouficaKcan weUhave a place inre-^ 
citative. But of this they wehe-Aorruflkitmly' 
fenfible in the days of Quinault and Lully. The 
poets were jealous of thcfc gentlemen as poett, 
but not as mulicians. Boileau thus addrelKt 
Quinault: ' \ • .. ..r . ^ T 

* Ci$Uimtt§mmwirde M$rak'hM^ 
^e Luiti:r4cha9/a desfims it JdMufijm^ \ 

Tfaofe hackneyed thoughts, fo wanton yct'fl^ 

tame, 
That Lullt ftrove to warm at mufick's flddie. 

The tender paffiont, which Quinault eibpttflM 
fo well, were much rather a ftriking pidure of 
the human heart, than a loofe morality ; hii 
didion animated the mufie iKIl 'moretfian 
Lully 'a art did the, w6rds. Thefe two, with 
• the helpefadors, havc^ of fomefcenerof Atlly 
Armtda, and Rolai^d, made an enterHinthent 
fu^h as np people, ancient or modern, can 

match. 
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match. Detached airs and Vtettes did not at 
ail come up to the perfedion of thefe grand 
fcenpft.— ^Thej^, v^cy^Jriueh refemWedoufChrift- 
mas cajHrf«»ror the.Yenetiah bafcardks j^and'^yet 
they were contented with them at that time. 
The more artlcfs the imufic then wad, -the fon- 
der they were. 

After LuIIy, all our muficiaiis, fuch asColafle, 
Caropra, Deftouches^ and others, copied after 
him, till at laA one appeared, who far excels 
^M«l5i9''^ublicpe karaohy ; and h&th V^ftly al- 
ffstfdeMfl improved the drt of mufic. 
^dVoith regard tofacrecfcmufic, though we have 
]|act ffVic celebrated compoiers in France, yet 
tl^'iht)iecfi6: have not y^ b^en executed an/ 
i^her^ tet in the king's chapel. 
oaT ./.'/: i • •...-•..'.- 
^235oq ' . . f ty Painteus. 
a-jll^ii>b^ cL.-'J - -' ' ' . 

The cafe is not the fame with regard tx^ 
painting as with mufic. The latter may be ' 
fuch as tepkafenohi but ihe natives, becaufe 
the geMi$ of th« language is incompatil^e With 
any other ; but painters ought to reprefent na* 
t#re|- which is the fame every where, and feen 
with the fame eyes. 

^Thfe only true teft of a, painter^s noerit is 
the judgment of foreigners. It is not enough 
tbaChe has a party, and is cried up by fcribblers; 
hl$ works mud be in requeil, and bear a high 
Pfine^ ' What fometimes hampets the genius of 
p^iiHscrs one would be apt to imagine would 
ete^e^ftni enlarge it; I mean the particular' 
t^e/or manner of the ichool, or of fhofe \Vh6 
pffifiik ia it. Academies are, v?ithMt dbuht^ 
,ir: ..• : ' / ' tfXittmtlf- 



tktrtmtXy ufcfU ta' totm puptWy't&iciiS^ 
when the direddrs aim at the fublime ifa p<diit^^ 
ing ; but if they are men of a grovelhig ti^;^ 
if their maaner is dry and minute, if tbe&^« 
gures are ungraceful, their pietes^ pihte'd IBjUP 
fanai ; their pupils are thedi4>es of nnagihitBn^ 
or aiming at the applaufe of a baiT ma^ei^' 
There is a fort of fatality attends acadenues; 
None of the works ftiled academic, of any kmjit' 
have been works of genius, ^uppofc aD art^ 
extremely folicitous left he' ftoiiia hot '1^%^ 
manner of his fellow academicians^ (li^-Mn^ 
du£lions will infallibly be ftiff and mgvmng:^ 
But if a man is free from' thefe prejudices, attd^ 
aint? only at the copying of natbrc, it is ten to . 
one but he (ucceeds. Almoft alf the emfnent', 
painters either flourifhed before the efta61tft-J 
ment of academies, or ^bt the bettei: oTcfae 
prejudices contraftcd there. ' »*• 

Corneille,Racine,0eQ>reau3^, fXi$ LeMUh^ 
took a rout quite different from their bAfthfen^ 
and in confequence bad moil of them for tifetr 
enemies, • '• . 

Nicholas FouffttSy born at Andelis In Nor- 
mandy in 1599. Nature gave him a genius /of 
painting, which he improved at Rome. He is 
called the painter of men of fenfe; with equal ' 
juftice may he be denominated th^t of men 6f 
tafte. His only defecfl is, his heightening the 
difmal and folemn in the colourinj; of the Ro- 
man fchool. He was the greatelt painter in 
Europe in his time. {Re was invited from 
Rome to Paris ; but was (ain to give wak^ io 
envy and cabal, and to withdraw, as many 
other ingenious men have done. He went 
^ back 
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||pc^ ^. Rome, where be lived poor, but cpa« , 
tentcjd, his philofophy enabling, him to de4^Ut; 
tl^ frowns of fortune* He died in 1665* 
l^JLi&uur^ bora at Pans in i6i7« ^ ^^ °^ 
a^€^ oufler than Vouet,. and jet became a ce«p 
le^tf^ed painter. He had carried the art to 4 
Hudi degree of perfe&ion^jwben he was taken 
ofiTthe ftage of time at .the age of thirty-eight 
yeacs, in 1655. 

^cfirdon and Vakiuin were eminent men^ 
Xbree of the Wft pii^vies that adorn the church 
cf ^t,' ^eter at Rorne^ ace fay Pouffi% Qourdon^ 
anS .Valentin. 

. ^(^jorkiUBruHj born at Paris 1619. Scarce, 
ha^^ Wun to diiplay his talent^ when thf 
<Q]^inteti£nt Fou^et^ one of the moft gene*- 
rom^ and at the iame time moft unhappy oiea 
th^t.ever lived^ gave him a penfion vi Z^^QOQ 
livres preieiiit money. His pi^re of tfae.family 
of J3ariti8 at Verfailles is little fhort, in point of 
foJouiingf of xbat of Paul Veronefey. wbid^ 
hc& iti and in refpe^ of defign, compofition^ 
dignity, expreffioo, and obiervance of coftume^ 
iaifaSeMxt. Hb battles of Alexander, engraved, 
are ftill more m'reaueft than thofe of Conftanr 
tine Igr Raphael ana Julb Romano. He died in 

^ttcr. IkCgnardy born, at Troyes in Cham* 
pagne in i6io. He rivalled iLeBrun fometim^ 
in rcputaxipp: but he is now confidered as 
much below him. He died in 1695. 

Cfad Iforrain, His father, when he would 
h^9 made a.paftry-cook of him, did no^ fore^ 
ice that he would ooe day be reckoned one of 

■ the 
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the greateft landfkip^painters that ever £«rope 
had produced. He died at Rome in 1678. 

Cafe. We have fomc pieces of his that be- 
gin to be highly valued. We don't do jufticc 
to ingenious men in France /b ibon as we 
ought. Their indifierent performancea often 
prevent us from feeing the beauties of their 
mafler^-'pieces. On the contrary, the Italians 
extol what is great and excellent, without ta* 
king notice or what is indifferent* Every na- 
tion feeks to promote its own glory and re- 
nown, except the French. They value no- 
thing hut what i9 foreign. 

Jojeph Parojjily born in 1648. A good pain- 
ter, but inferior to bis fon. He died in 1704* 

jQhn Jouvenet^ born at Rouen in 1644. ™ 
was Le Brun's pupil, and a good painter, but 
not to be compared to his mafter. He hath 
painted almoft every thing yellow j for by Tome 
extraordinary conformation of bis org^ans, they 
appeared to him of that colour* He died in 

1717- 

John Baptifli SanHrn. There are fome ad- 
mirable pidures of his, the colour of which 
is juft and delicate. His pidure of Adam 
and Eve is one of thefineft in Europe : that of 
St. Tberefa, in the chapel of Verfailles, is a 
Very noble piece, but rather lufcious for aa 
hitar-piece. 

La FoJJi diftinguiihed himfelf much ia cbe 
fame way. 

Bon Bouhgm was an excellent painter, of 
which the high price, and great demand for his 
pieces, are an evidence. 

Lmii 
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* ^Aunj Bouh^Tfe. His works^ though not 

withqut merity yec are notfomuih adoiired as 

, liis brother's. - 

Jtaous. His piecea are not all of equal merit. 

. Xn fozne o( them he i«i nptbi^g ihbrc of Reih- 

^/andt. . ^ : 

Rigaut. Tbou|h; he occelled . chiefly ia 
portraits, yet his piece of cardinal Bouillon o« 
.^emng ^e jubiUl^, h notizi all inferior XQ any 



Djb^ Jrote^ He painted in Rigaut's manner* 
^^here are fome good hiftdry-picces by his Ton. 
V^Ufu. He excelled' asvmuch in the grace- 
f^Us Teyv^res did in the gK>tefque. Some of 
•]|ls |>upils have done him honpur. 
r Le^ Moine. His piece of Hercttles*6 apo- 
' d^pbfii, at Ver&Ules, is pcrhapt fuperior to an^ 
. thuig \ ))ave; yet mentioned. It was intended 
ai a ^mjillmetit. to cardinal Hercules dcJ^leury, 
;iNihov by the bye^ had nothing in common with- 
the fabulous Hercules. It would have been 
more a-^opos to have reprcfentcd the apo- 
theofis of Henry IV. in the faloon of a French 
king. Le Moine, being envied by his bre- 
thren, and thinking bimfelf ill^requited by the 
, c;u'dinal, died of grief and defpair. 

Befides thefe there have been ibme other 
painters, who excelled in ftill life, or in paint-* 
ing animals, as Defportes and Oudry ; others 
in miniature, and others in portraits. Ac pre* 
fent we have fome that diftinguifb themfelves 
in ^e grand and fublime, and pofterity,. in all 
appearance, will have thtnn too. 
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Of Sculptors, Architects, uA 
Engravers. 

Under Lewis XIV. fculpture was carried Co 

E>rfe£lion, in which it ftill continues under 
ewis XV. 

Jamei Sarrafm^ born in 1598. He executed 
fome mafter- pieces at Rome for pope Clement 
VIII. and at Paris he was equally fucccftful. 
He died in 1695. 

Piter Puget^ born in 1662. An architcf^, 
fculptor^ and painter. .He is celebrated chiefly 
for his Andromeda, and Milo of Crotona. He 
died in 1695. 

' Italy IS indebted to* Le Grot and Thiod^ for 
many of its embcUifliments. 

Francis Girard9n^ born in 1627. Antiquity 
can boaft of nothing fuperior to his bath of 
Hercules, and his tomb of cardinal Ricbltcu. 
He died in 1715. 

Ccf/cvau and Coujion were eminent in their 
way, befides others ; yet we have three or four 
fculptors at prefcnt that excel them. 

Chauveau^ Nanteuil^ Metdan^ Audran^ Htde^ 
Itng^ leClen, let Drevet^ Pcilfyf Picari^ Dtuh^ 
OMge, tho' they have been out-done fmce, yet 
they were ingenious men, and their engravings 
fupply the want of original pidurcs, &c. all 
over Europe. 

There were alfo fome goldfmiths, fuch at 
Balin and Germain^ who, on account of the 
beauty of their defigns, and elegance of execu- 
tion. 
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tioiiy deierve to be ranked among the moft ce* 
lelnrated artiils. 

It is more difficult for one born with a genius 
for architedure to make his talent appear, than 
for any other artift. Unlefs he is fet to work 
by princes, he has no opportunity to difplay his 
tafte and (kill in any work of grandeur and mag* 
niiicence. Thus have the talents of many an 
archite<St been entirely ufelefs to them. 
% 

fiffnch Manfardvfzs one of the bed archi- 
teds of Europe* The chateau, or palace 
of Maifons, near St. Germain's, is a mafter- 
piece, becaufe he was at liberty to give full 
fcope to his genius* 

Jules Hardoum Manfard his nephew, was (n* 
perintehdantofthe buildings under Lewis XV. 
and made an immenie fortune. The beautiful 
cbapel of the invalids- is a defign of his« As to 
the palace of Verfailles, he could not. difplay 
his talents to advantage in it, by reafon of the 
iituation. 

Foreigners bbjedto the city of Paris, that it 
has only two fountains in a good tafte i the old 
one of John Gougeon, and the new of Bouch* 
erdon : and even thefe are badly iituated« Net- 
therhas it any magnificent theatre befides that 
of the Louvre, which is not ufed* The places 
/or the public diverfions and reprefentations, 
have neither proportion, tafte, nor ornament ; 
and their fituation is as bad as their contrivance^ 
notwithflanding the example that has been fel 
F 2 us 
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«is by ibcne cities in the provineei, ba^ietaiell 

we have not yet thought fit to follow. Ftiaeey 
however, can boaft of magnificent buildings of ' 
another fort, and of more importance, fuch as 
ftately hofpitals, ftorehonfes, ftooe-bri^get, 
quays, dykes for checking the inundations of 
fivers, canals, fluices^ ports, and efpecrally tike 
fortifications of the frontier towns, in whick 
beauty is united with folidity^ 

The magnificent flrudures erefied upon the 
defigns of Perrault, Levau, and Dorray, sre 
too welt known to require a detail. 

. The art of gardening was in a manner in* 
vented and perfeded by Le Notre, and La 
Quintinie ; by the former in refped of beauty 
and ornament, and by the latter with regard to 

utility. 

Engraving of precious flones, coining of 
medals, and cafling of types fbv printing, have 
kept pace with the other arts in point of im« 
provement. 

Clocks and watches, the makers of which 
may be conitdered as a fort of praSica! natura- 
liils, have likewife been carried to a very high 
degree of perfection. 

The watering of ftufB, and the gold too with 
which they are embelliihed and enriched, di& 
covers fuch rare ingenuity and tafte, that what 
is worn only from vanity and luxury, deferves 
to be preferved as a monument of induftry. 

The 
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The making of porcelain was f^t on foot ac 
St. Cloud before it was attempted any where 
clfe in Europe. 

In fine, the laft age bath taught the prefent 
how tp unite, and tranfmtt as a facred depofit 
to pofterity, the whole aflemblage of the arts 
and fciences, each of them carried to the ut- 
moft perfedion pof&ble ; and to do fo, is a£tu-> 
ally the obje£fc and aim of numbers of learned 
and ingenious men at this day. Butfuch is 
the brevity of human life, that the execution of 
part of the immenfe and immortal delign muft 
be left to pofterity. 



End of the Ninth VoxuMSt 
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